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The RMD Kiwanian is published quarterly by the Rocky Mountain 
District of Kiwanis International.  All correspondence relating to 
editorial content, or distribution, should be sent via e-mail to 
KiwanisRMD@gmail.com.   The information in this magazine is for 
illustrative and discussion purposes only. It is intended to provide 
general information about the subject matter covered. 
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Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are as excited for a fast-paced year of explosive growth in our District as I am!  
 
Thank you for taking the time out of your busy life to make a commitment to this organization,    
and the youth that rely on our service and generosity.  I am so very grateful for your support 
and dedication. 
 
As many of you know, our District Leadership is dedicated to the growth of new Kiwanis Clubs 
this year. At the October District Board Meeting,  we identified 31 new potential Club sites as 
well as a long list of potential Student Leadership Programs (SLP) including CKI, Key Club and  
Aktion Clubs. In April, a team of 80 Kiwanis International volunteer member recruitment leaders 
will be coming to the Rocky Mountain District to assist in opening 8 new Clubs in the Denver-
Metro region. 
 
As we experience this tremendous growth, it is essential to note the importance of working the 
entire membership piece of new club growth and strengthening existing clubs that seek to be 
strengthened.  
 
Our kids need Kiwanis more than ever and the more members we have in more communities, 
the more we can provide to the kids and families that need us! It is crucial that we continue to 
rise to this challenge. 
 
Our individual club success, the District success and the success of the future of Kiwanis is 
shaped by each of us.  
 
I look forward to serving with you this year. Onward! 
 

 Hayley Suppes 
  

Governor Hayley Suppes Message 
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                         ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT FOUNDATION  

In the October Foundation meeting, your board voted to continue supporting our District 
Signature Projects. Our work together will create lasting change in the lives of the children in 
our district.  
 
One of my goals as president will be to improve the communication between the Foundation 
and district clubs. We learned valuable information from our recent member survey. It was no 
surprise to hear that Kiwanians take pride in their impact in their communities. However, we 
also learned that only 64% of those who responded were aware of the Foundation goals, vision 
and accomplishments. It is imperative that we increase member involvement by more 
effectively communicating with you. In the coming months we will be asking your guidance on 
how to improve this gap. For starters, please consider inviting the Foundation to do a 
presentation at your club meeting.  Every Kiwanian is a Foundation member, so your input is 
critical to our success. 
 
Financially, the Kiwanis District Foundation depends on your donations. Each and every 
contribution matters. Our web site is a great resource to learn about fun and unique ways you 
can offer your support.  One example is becoming a member of our Foundations Legacy Giving 
Program. Legacy Giving provides you the opportunity to contribute after you are gone. Legacy 
gifts provide attractive financial and tax benefits and offer a significant gift to your Foundation. 
Giving is selfless; it is touching, and it brings us one step closer to the world we want to live in.   
 

Visit us at www.rmdkf.com. 
 

Yours in Service, 

Bob O’Connor 

Foundation President 2017-2018 
 
 

Bob O’Connor 
RMDK Foundation President 
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I am deeply honored to serve as your foundation president this year. 
Working with a talented and committed board and serving our 
Kiwanis membership is a rewarding and humbling experience for me. 
The Kiwanis District Foundation funds our District Signature projects 
and enhances the impact individual clubs have on their communities. 
I am excited and challenged to be part of this experience. 
 

In the last three years the Foundation has provided grants to 22 clubs 
across our district, as well as funding Key Club and CKI Scholarships, 
and Key Leader. We have completed our three-year funding 
commitment to our District Signature Projects of the Ronald 
McDonald Houses, Denver & Southern Colorado and the Rose Hill 
House of Grand Junction. 

http://www.rmdkf.com/
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Foundation Board Grant Awards, Donations & Sponsorships 

At the October 14, 2017 Foundation Board Meeting, the Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis 

Foundation awarded $6,500 in grants. 

Foundation Grant Awards 

• Poudre Golden K $2,000:  The Growing Project “Garden Time” requested $2,000 to 
support the project. It is a year-round learning program, teaching children healthy 
eating. Kelly Muse contacted the club to understand better, as the foundation was 
concerned that the $2,000 was paying for salaries.  The Poudre Golden K is not 
funding the salary, but focused on the “Garden Time”.    

 

• Pueblo Kiwanis Club $2,000:  The COMOM mission is to provide quality dental 
services, at no cost, to individuals of all ages who cannot afford and access 
dental care; eliminating dental pain, promoting oral health, creating smiles, 
and providing oral health education. The event center at the Colorado State 
Fairgrounds will be transformed into a large-scale dental clinic with 125 
dental chairs. Patients will undergo a health and dental evaluation, and then 
be provided with cleanings, fillings, root canals and extractions. To enable 
patients to have a natural smile, COMOM dentists will prepare ceramic 
crowns, partial dentures, and complete dentures. 

 

• Kiwanis Club of Castle Rock $2,500:  Castle Rock partnered with the new hospital to 
assist with projects at the hospital.  The goal is to be partnered directly with 
programs that affect children.  The Ambassador of Compassion is an 8 – 15 week 
program, working with the middle school children, with an emphasis on suicide 
prevention.  The grant will fund materials for the program.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Your donations and contributions to the Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis Foundation 

make these grants and support of the District Signature Projects possible.  Thank you. 

Our Mission:  To financially assist the clubs in their efforts to protect the health, 

safety and welfare of the children in their communities.  

To learn more about supporting the Foundation: http://www.rmdkf.com/donate.html 

 

                         ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

  

http://www.rmdkf.com/donate.html
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Happy Fall!  Happy 2017-2018!  
 
“If you want something done, ask a busy person to do it.  The more 
things you do, the more you can do.”  - Lucille Ball  
 
The saying above definitely applies to Rocky Mountain District 
Kiwanians!  I’ve attended 2017-2018 installations this past month and 
it always amazes me to hear all the projects our club do.   As a district, 
we have much to be proud of our service to others.   
 
Congratulations to all the new club boards!  You are critical to the 
success of your clubs.  Please remember that the district office is here 
to serve and support YOU, so don’t hesitate to contact me.   
 

In addition to the clubs and district side of the house, please read Bob 
O’Connor’s message from the RMD Kiwanis Foundation.  As the 

fundraising side of RMD Kiwanis, they are working diligently to define 
their vision for supporting the district and how each member can help.  
 

Once again, Key Leader was a huge success!  Please read Dawn 
Ignatius’ report on the weekend in Estes Park.  

 
Kiwanis is all about networking and serving in our communities.  With 
that in mind, calendar now to attend Mid-Year Conference in Arvada 
March 9 – 11, 2018.  Plans are underway to make it educational and 
fun.   
 

Love It… Live It… Share It… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       From the District Office 

 

 

 

Submit Articles to 

RMD Kiwanian! 

February issue:  Jan 20 

 

Photos are Fabulous! 

Send your great 
project photos to 

KiwanisRMD@gmail.com 

 

 

Preferred file size 500KB or 

larger 

 

Yours in Service, 

Nancy J Wiehagen 

Executive Director/District Secretary 
303-462-5148 
KiwanisRMD@gmail.com 
 

Kiwanians NEED Kiwanians   
The Leadership Team is 

seeking trainers 
 
For more info:  
Russell Adsit,  
russ@russelladsit.com 
 
Dawn White 
Brookswhite5@msn.com  

Hello Rocky Mountain District! 
 

mailto:KiwanisRMD@gmail.com
mailto:KiwanisRMD@gmail.com
mailto:russ@russelladsit.com
mailto:Brookswhite5@msn.com


Dawn Ignatius 
Key Leader Chair 

 

Our youth engaged in an experiential leadership program, learning the core values of a Key Leader:  

 Service leadership *  Integrity  *  Growth  *  Respect  *  Community  *  Excellence 
  
They had fun with group think, interactive activities, low rope team building exercises, and enough free time 
to explore the camp! There were hayrides, a caramel apple snack bar, a pool, miles of hiking trails - including 
a sunrise hike with our amazing Lead Facilitator, Craig Crawford - and lots of opportunities to take photos of 
amazing wildlife! 
 

Here are some tidbits shared with Key Leader-grams and thank you notes from the students:  
“After this weekend we will all be more active leaders in our community”  
“I appreciated being taken out of my comfort 
zone and will do it more next year” 
“Life changing” 
“I made new friends I never would have met 
without this camp” 
 

Our facilitator, Craig Crawford was flexible, 
engaging, and a powerful motivator for the 
kids, emphasizing:  
“Being true to your own values, servant lead-
ership, leading by example, active listening, 
and open-mindedness”  
 

Adult Leader moments:  
“It is always great to be here and see the 
change in the kids” 
 

From our Key leader ambassador, Carissa 
Kelley: 
“I’m so glad to have been given the opportunity to help get people involved in such a great program”. 
 

Aranza Lopez brought 19 kids from Division 8, winning a $100 cash prize! It was a close race with Division 4 
bringing 18 kids, all of who were provided a full scholarship from the Ute Pass Woodland Park Kiwanis Club 
and individual donations! Because of these generous donations, we had participants from Woodland Park 
High School for the first time! Several students told us that they would not have been able to attend without 
this assistance.  
 

We had participants from all over the District. From Alamosa High School in the South, Wyoming in the 
North, Moffatt in the West and, and as far east as Nebraska (first time)! 

What a weekend! We are amazed at the talented young adults who learned, loved, 
and lead each other! Who knew how many artists, singers, actors, bilingual, hilarious 
leaders our tribe has! Go servant leadership!!! We had 87 kids this year (combining 
the two camps from years before) at YMCA of the Rockies in beautiful Estes Park, 
Colorado! 
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Kiwanis International  

Distinguished Criteria for 2017-2018 

DISTRICT LEVEL 
 

A district and governor would be recognized as distinguished if either of the 
following criteria is met: 
 

1) *Achieve the goal established by the Kiwanis International President-elect 
and governor-elect of a certain number of new clubs. 
 

*Note: The goal established will be discussed and confirmed during individual 
meetings between the president-elect and governor-elect at the Governors-
elect Education Conference. 
 

2) Net increase in membership; plus a minimum of two new Kiwanis clubs 
opened during the year.  

DIVISION LEVEL 
 

A division or lieutenant governor can be recognized as distinguished if 
either of the two following criteria is achieved: 
 

1) Open a new club in the division. 
 

2) At least two-thirds of clubs within the division achieve a net increase in 
membership. 

CLUB LEVEL  
 

A club can be recognized as distinguished if either of the two  
following criteria is achieved: 
 

1) Net increase in membership. 
 

2)  a)   Sponsor a new Kiwanis club, AND; 
b)  Contribute an average of US$10 per member to the Kiwanis 

International Foundation’s Children’s Fund, AND; 
c)  Club representation at the Kiwanis International Convention 

(ICON), AND; 
d)  Enter a project in the signature service project competition 

sponsored by Kiwanis International  

 MEMBER 

Invite and sign up five new members into Kiwanis during the year with 
submission of their names and the clubs they joined.  
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Fort Collins Mayor Wade Troxell 

Estes Park Kiwanis Club presents  
approximately 100 “dictionaries on ster-
oids”  to 3rd graders each year.  
 
They explain all the other information  
contained in the dictionary - biographies of 
presidents, facts about all the states and 
countries, Declaration of Independence, and 
“Longest Word in the English language.”   
 
Safeway donates apples that are given to 
each student.  

Rob Protzman, Lt. Governor, 
Division 16 installs Estes Park  

President Wayne Park &  

President-Elect Cherie Martin 
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With the assistance  of a grant from the RMD Kiwanis   
Foundation, the Pueblo Kiwanis Club hosted the 2017          
Colorado Mission of Mercy (COMOM).   
 

An outpouring of more than 1,000 volunteers from across 
the state – including dentists, dental hygienists, assistants, 
lab technicians, and a myriad of lay volunteers and medical 
professionals – worked in tandem with community groups 
and agencies to better the oral health of individuals. 
 

The event center at the Colorado State Fairgrounds was  
transformed into a large-scale dental clinic with 125 dental 
chairs. Patients underwent a health and dental evaluation, 
and then were provided with cleanings, fillings, root canals 
and extractions. To enable patients to have a natural smile, 
COMOM dentists prepared ceramic crowns, partial         
dentures, and complete dentures. 

Cheyenne Kiwanis Club shows their support for  

Breast Cancer Awareness by wearing PINK! 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE  2017-2018 BOARDS! 

Cheyenne  
Kiwanis Club 

 
President Laura Munari 

Denver Tech Center  
Kiwanis Club 

 
President George McDonough 

Kiwanis Club of Fort Collins - 

Eyeopeners 

 

President Ashley Lauwereins 



 

11 

 
 

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club 
 
“Queen B”  - President Barb Broshous 

 

Scottsbluff Kiwanis Club 

President Kendra Lauruhn 

Kiwanis Club of Columbine 

President Russ Jackson 



 

Mid-Year Conference 
March 9 – 11, 2018 

Arvada,  CO 

 

2018 Conferences & Conventions  

A time to learn, laugh and build friendships!  
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District Convention 
August 9 - 12, 2018 

Greeley, CO  

International Convention 
June 28 – July 1, 2018 
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