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2016 – 2017 
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Kathy Lee 
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GOVERNOR-ELECT 
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Nancy Wiehagen 
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Fort Collins CO 
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Trinidad CO  Cheyenne WY 
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Littleton CO  Denver CO 
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The RMD Kiwanian is published quarterly by the Rocky Mountain 
District of Kiwanis International.  All correspondence relating to 
editorial content, or distribution, should be sent via e-mail to 
KiwanisRMD@gmail.com.   The information in this magazine is for 
illustrative and discussion purposes only. It is intended to provide 
general information about the subject matter covered. 
 

 
OLD TOWN, FORT COLLINS CO 
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If you like ice cream, odds are good that you’re intimately familiar with Ben Cohen and Jerry 
Greenfield, even if you didn’t know it. That’s because the two childhood friends are the co-founders 
of Ben & Jerry’s Homemade Holdings Inc., the socially conscious ice cream company that has done 
more than its part to increase the size of waistbands worldwide.   
 

Since 1978, when Ben and Jerry opened their first ice cream parlor in a renovated gas station in 
Burlington, VT, the pair has managed to grow Ben & Jerry’s into one of the world’s most 

recognizable ice cream brands. By continuously concocting 
unique flavor combinations packed with multiple 
ingredients and bestowed with unusual names, Ben & 
Jerry’s has broadened the variety of ice cream available 
to consumers well beyond the 31 flavors once touted by 
Baskin Robbins. But while flavors such as “Cherry Garcia” 
and “Chunky Monkey” have had staying power, not all 
the company’s flavor attempts have been a hit—thus the 
Flavor Graveyard - where Ben & Jerry’s remembers its 
retired flavors, such as “Wavy Gravy” and “Economic 

Crunch.”   
 

Ben & Jerry’s success in blending countless ingredients made me think about our upcoming Rocky 
Mountain District Mid-Year conference, where Kiwanis members from 84 clubs and 4 states will 
come together to blend ideas, share best practices, learn the latest and have fun.   
 

This year’s Mid-Year Conference promises to be full of energy!  We are extremely pleased to host 
our 2016-2017 Kiwanis International President Jane Erickson as our keynote speaker at the Saturday 
Interclub Luncheon.  The theme this year is Jane’s motto “Energize the Dream”, the dream that 
every child is happy, healthy, safe and loved. There will be 20 forums offered on Saturday and they 
all are designed around the Kiwanis I PLAN, our strategic plan to ensure Kiwanis and the 
communities we serve thrive long into the future.  Mid-year Conference is a chance to invest in the 
success of your club and share your successes with other clubs.  
 
Maybe it’s time to consider having an ice cream cone as you ponder the best way to get at least 3 
members from your club to attend this year’s Mid-Year conference.  
 

Thank you for all you do! 
 

I hope to see you in Fort Collins, March 3-5th! 

Kathy 

Governor Kathy Lee’s Message 
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Add 448 New Members 

2016-2017 Goal 

    88 New Members added as of (Feb 1, 2017) 

Top Sponsors 2016-2017 
New 

Members Sponsor Club Div 

8  Tracey Hately  Mesa Verde-Cortez, CO 18 

4  Kathy Lee  Alamosa, CO 5 

2  Karen Miller  South Fork, CO 5 

2  Julie Minear  Wheatland, WY 13 

2  Larry Neu  Craig, CO 8 

2  Ted Bohlen  Alliance, NE 6 

2  Karla Leach  Rock Springs, WY 4 

2  Charlotte Pirnat  Durango, CO 18 

2  Warren Mitchell  Greeley. CO 2 

Top Clubs 2016-2017 
New 

Members Club Div 

8  Mesa Verde-Cortez, CO 18 

5  Alamosa, CO 5 

5  Cheyenne, WY 13 

5  Skyline Longmont, CO 11 

4  Alliance, NE 6 

4  Rock Springs, WY 10 

4  Loveland, Big Thompson, CO 16 

4  Greeley, CO 2 



YTD Membership Adds to Goal 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Division 

 
 

YTD New 

Members 

Share of 448 Goal 

Based on 

Membership % 

 
 
 
 

% of Goal 

1 2 27 4% 

2 4 15 20% 

4 9 48 8% 

5 7 12 58% 

6 8 21 19% 

7 2 26 4% 

8 2 22 9% 

9 8 42 19% 
10 11 38 11% 

11 7 21 10% 

12 0 18 0% 

13 8 63 6% 

14 0 26 0% 

15 2 25 4% 

16 8 30 10% 

18 10 13 62% 

TOTAL 88 448 20% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to The Formula, we’re all sharing what we love about Kiwanis. Now let’s show ’em!  
 
Here’s an idea: host a membership drive for your Kiwanis club.  
 
Whatever you do, welcome people to see what you’re all about ... and how they can be a 
part of it. Invite them to celebrate. Then inspire them to serve. 
 

http://www.kiwanis.org/theformula/strengthen-your-club/hosting-a-membership-drive/go-all-in#.WJp2ZfkrJPY


 

 
 
 
 

Meet the Kiwanis Rocky Mountain 
District’s newest Image mascot: The 
Gno Named Gnome! 
 
His job is to visit clubs in the district to help spread 
the “W”s of the RMD Kiwanis Clubs.   
 
What?!?- Our gnome’s favorite activity is 
service!  Bring him along and let him tell everyone 
on Facebook about your project including who you 
are serving and what your impact is.  Don’t forget to 
use the hashtag #KidsNeedKiwanis. 

 
Where?!?- Where in the district is the gmome now?  This includes club meetings!  Let 
others know where they can find your Kiwanis club.   
 
Who?!?- Who are the members of the club.  The gnome loves taking pictures with 
people, and finding out about them.  This includes their names, jobs, hobbies, fun facts, 
and of course what they love about Kiwanis. 
 
How?!?-  Just add the gnome as your friend on Facebook.  His Facebook name is 
temporarily Rocki Kiwanis. Just search his name, add him as your friend and then tag 
him in your photos & posts about Kiwanis. 
 
The gnome is currently with the Lt. Governor who had the most added new members in 
their division so far this year- Harley Katz, Division 9.  Don’t worry- the gnome has plans 
to travel to every division in the district.   If you want him next, let him know! 
 
About his Name…We need your help to decide!!  Either post your name suggestion to 
his page on Facebook or enter your vote at mid-year conference in Fort Collins, March 
3-5. 
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Criteria 

By definition, a signature project is a service project, 
fundraiser or event that includes all of the following: 
 

 Takes place annually or is recurring 
 

 Enhances the Kiwanis brand 
 

 Demonstrates significant impact on the  
 

 community in terms of funds raised or children 
served 

 

 Strengthens membership and partnership             
opportunities 

To qualify for the Signature Project Recognition Pro-
gram and Contest, projects must meet the following 
criteria: 
 

 Meet the definition of a signature project 
 

 Be a service project, fundraiser or event 
 

 Benefit children 
 

 Follow proper brand guidelines and use the correct 
Kiwanis logo or other brand elements 

 
Special consideration will be given to projects that   
also: 
 

 Include at least one Kiwanis partner 
 

 Involve other civic partners or community         
stakeholders 

Signature Project Recognition Program 

See contest instructions, criteria and submission format (Click here).  

The deadline to enter is February 27, 2017. 

One top club finalist  will be selected to represent the Rocky Mountain District at the  
Kiwanis International Level Contest 

http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanisone/serve/service-projects/signature-projects
http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanisone/promote-your-club/kiwanis-brand-style-guides
http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis/about-kiwanis/partners
http://52.2.212.148/docs/default-source/marketing-and-pr/signature-project-contest-instructions.pdf
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       From the District Office 

 

 

 

Submit Articles to 

RMD Kiwanian! 

     April Issue:  March 20th 

 

 

Photos are Fabulous! 

Send your great 
project photos to 

KiwanisRMD@gmail.com 

 

 

Preferred file size 500KB or 

larger 

 

Kiwanians NEED Kiwanians   
The Leadership Team is 

seeking trainers 
 
For more info:  
Russell Adsit,  
russ@russelladsit.com 
 
Dawn White 
Brookswhite5@msn.com  

 

2017 is a Year of Opportunities!   
 

An opportunity to grow your clubs by installing new members.  Not sure how 
to invite a friend or colleague?   
 

An opportunity to look at the communities around you to see if there are 
children at risk.  These communities are where children need Kiwanis, which is 
an opportunity to charter a new club.  Jon Mangino, Formula Chair, is 
available to help you. 
 

An opportunity to hear Kiwanis International President Jane Erickson 
speak at Mid-Year Conference Interclub Luncheon on Saturday March 4, 2017.   
Registration is open until February 24, 2017.    Register now.  
 

An opportunity to shape the future of the Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis.  
Consider becoming a Lt. Governor or a Foundation Board member.   Contact 
me if you want more information.  I know Lt. Governors, present and past, 
who will gladly visit with you about the boards. 
 

An opportunity to mentor future RMD Kiwanis leaders.  Visit with Russ Adsit 
or Dawn White about becoming a Kiwanis trainer.  
 

It is an opportunity to showcase your club and community by hosting a future 
Mid-Year Conference or District Convention.  In 2014, the by-laws were 
amended to include a district-level event committee, so clubs have support in 
hosting these events. There are guidelines and criteria for each, so contact me 
if your club is interested in hosting on of these events!  
 

An opportunity to assist the Foundation in serving the Rock Mountain District 
clubs in doing the projects.  Donate now to the Foundation. 
 
Kiwanis is not something you join, it is something you do.  

Love it. Share it. Live it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Rocky Mountain District! 
 

Yours in Service, 

Nancy J Wiehagen 

Executive Director/District Secretary 
303-462-5148 
KiwanisRMD@gmail.com 
 

mailto:KiwanisRMD@gmail.com
mailto:russ@russelladsit.com
mailto:Brookswhite5@msn.com
mailto:jonathanmangino@gmail.com
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=k64pgicab&oeidk=a07ecqs0ickf1ee1de2
mailto:kiwanisrmd@gmail.com
mailto:kiwanisrmd@gmail.com
mailto:russ@russelladsit.com
mailto:Brookswhite5@msn.com
http://www.rmdkf.com/donate.html
mailto:KiwanisRMD@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

                         ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

  

In the last message I wrote, it included the Cornerstone of Giving, the Cornerstone of Supporting and the 
Cornerstone of Growth for our great District Foundation.  
 

Now we come to the Cornerstone of Trust.  The members of the Board of Directors perform their 

fiduciary responsibility to you and to the mission of the RMDK Foundation with great deliberation and 
respect.   I am proud to serve on the RMDK Foundation Board with a group of dynamic individuals who 
carry the standard of volunteerism and giving to a very high level.   The Board members embody the same 
sense of mission you have in being an active member of Kiwanis.     
 

A directory of RMDK Foundation Board members, is found on the District website.  Please feel free to reach 
out to any member on the Board, to ask questions, to build a relationship, and to celebrate your shared 
values.   
 

Through our Kiwanis relationships we seek to build on the “more than 30 years in which the Rocky 
Mountain District Kiwanis Foundation has devoted its energy to passionately advocating for the needs of 
Kiwanis Clubs in the Rocky Mountain District family.” 
 

The Foundation Mission is “to financially assist the Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis Clubs in their efforts to 
protect the health, safety and welfare of children in our communities.”  We are the fundraising arm to make 
this possible. 
 
Find out how you can contribute to the future of someone in need through donations of money and time.  
Giving isn’t a business transaction, it’s a human connection. 
 

“Philanthropy is almost the only virtue which is sufficiently appreciated by mankind.”  
                                                                                                           --    Henry David Thoreau 
 
Yours in Service, 

Sandra Dahl 

Foundation President 2016-2017 
 
 

Sandra Dahl 
RMDK Foundation President 
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Dear Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis Foundation Members: 
 

Have you taken the time lately to reflect on why you are active in Kiwanis?  The 
opportunity to have an impact on kids in your community and all over the globe is 
powerful.  Being part of a family of servant leaders, focusing on changing the world 
by serving children, one child and one community at a time is what Kiwanis 
champions. 
 

Why are you active in Kiwanis?   It would be a great exercise to share our individual 
stories and to marvel at the variety of reasons we come together in a meaningful 
connection.  For many of us there would be a common theme, i.e. changing 
someone’s life, to feel a sense of closeness to a community or group, to give back 
because we feel fortunate, to leave a legacy, etc.  We may want to share our 
leadership capabilities, or feel emotionally moved to give, to pay it forward, and be 
part of something to make a difference.  We want valued relationships.   Kiwanis 
gives its members the opportunity to have all that and more!   
 

Love It, Live It, Share It.  

 

http://www.rmdkf.com/what-we-do.html.
http://www.rmdkf.com/donate.html.
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Foundation Board Grant Awards, Donations & Sponsorships 

At the January 21, 2017 Foundation Board Meeting, the Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis 

Foundation awarded $600 in a single grant.  

Foundation Grant Awards 

 Loveland Golden K $600:  The Loveland Golden K club is expanding the 
Bringing Up Grades (BUGS) program to a second school in Loveland, 
Cottonwood Plains Elementary School.  They voted to do this after 
experiencing such great program success at Lincoln Elementary School. The 
club will use this grant to purchase t-shirts for the students. The “cool” t-shirts 
identify the students in the program and are worn with a real sense of pride.  
The board voted to purchase the pencils, stickers and pizza from the club’s 
funds, raised via a book sale.  

Your donations and contributions to the Rocky Mountain District Kiwanis Foundation 

make these grants and support of the District Signature Projects possible.  Thank you! 

Our Mission:  To financially assist the clubs in their efforts to protect the health, 

safety and welfare of the children in their communities.  

To learn more about supporting the Foundation: http://www.rmdkf.com 

2016-2017 GRANT 
APPLICATION DEADLINES: 

 

March 1, 2017 

June 21, 2017 

September 6, 2017 

 

CLICK HERE FOR 
GRANT GUIDELINES 

CLICK HERE FOR  

GRANT COVER SHEET 

http://www.rmdkf.com/
http://nebula.wsimg.com/64ea4f50566cd0deebea70dc044667d8?AccessKeyId=966417DBBE9E0CF45B23&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/64ea4f50566cd0deebea70dc044667d8?AccessKeyId=966417DBBE9E0CF45B23&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/db498c331fca11da390fd448b69a73f2?AccessKeyId=966417DBBE9E0CF45B23&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/db498c331fca11da390fd448b69a73f2?AccessKeyId=966417DBBE9E0CF45B23&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
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Want ideas for recruiting members? 
 

Come to Mid-Year Conference! 
 

Register HERE 
o and Past Governor Mangino 

 ‘Sabers at the Ready’ 
  

NOBODY ASKED! 
 

Nobody asked, but I thought that I would share a piece of my mind… not that there is all that much left to 
share. 
 

Nobody asked the speaker at our club to join us the following week and to become a member, so that 
speaker never came back. 
 

Nobody asked the shy man who stumbled upon the lunch meeting if he would like to join us in the 
reading we do for Head Start each week, so he didn’t. 
 

Nobody asked the wife of the long-time member who died recently if she would like to be a part of the 
organization her husband valued so highly, so she sat home alone. 
 

Nobody asked what the new member did for a living, or how many kids she had or what she liked to do 
when she wasn’t volunteering or working, so she stopped coming. 
 

Nobody asked the man who was so busy with kids, church, work, and life, if he wanted to put an umbrella 
over all of that and join with others who could give him some help, so he kept on doing what he was 
doing, and it never occurred to him to that a Kiwanian might help him. 
 

Nobody asked me, but I think we all need to remember…JUST ASK…. That’s what it’s all about! 

 

 Mary Villalba  
RMD Kiwanis Past Distinguished Governor 

 

Meet Michelle Hoffner! 
 

Michelle joined Kiwanis in 2015 and is known as a super star 
recruiter and has been influential in recruiting new members to the 

Skyline Longmont  3-2-1 Club.  

 
Beginning this year with 32 members, the club has grown to 37!  

 
 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=k64pgicab&oeidk=a07ecqs0ickf1ee1de2
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Castle Rock 
Governor Lee, President Robin Scurto 

and Past Governor Mangino 

 ‘Sabers at the Ready’ 
  

Step Up for Kids 
March 3, 2017  10am-11:00am 

The Club at Flying Horse, Colorado Springs 
  

A panel discussion hosted by  
the Monument Hill Kiwanis Club  

and  
Kiwanis International President Jane Erickson  

  

As we work together this year to raise awareness of the great work Kiwanis does for children everywhere, Jane Erickson 
will host a Step up for Kids leadership series around the districts.  Monument Hill was chosen as an ideal site in our  
district for this visit.  A panel of community influencers in the Monument Hill area will convene to discuss opportunities 
for the business, government, philanthropy, media, sports and entertainment industries to collaborate to improve the 
lives of children in the community.  We will explore how Kiwanis and community leaders can do more for children by 
working together than by working alone.   
  
We are inviting community leaders and influencers to attend as well as Kiwanis members.  Seating is limited to 100 total 
attendees.  Kiwanis members need to actively participate in dialogue with the community leaders if given the  
opportunity.  If you are interested in attending and participating in this event, please let Rich Strom know at  
  

rsappraisals_6@msn.com 
  

This event is not the opportunity to hear from Kiwanis International President Jane Erickson.  Please come to the Mid-
Year Conference Interclub Luncheon on March 4th in Fort Collins to hear Jane speak to Kiwanians.  

Monument Kiwanis Club hosted the Empty Bowls Dinner & Silent Auction was held October 2016. Over 1,000 

people were served and the event raised $22,625 for Tri-Lakes Cares.  Tri-Lakes Cares is our local Family Support non-
profit which, since 1984, has been providing human services to needy families from the Northern El Paso County area 
including a food bank and financial, medical, employment, & education assistance. 
 
Fourteen local potters donated over 500 bowls, 27 restaurants donated soup, and other businesses and churches 
donated bread, desserts, beverages, and cash donations of $2,200.  Over 200 volunteers gave over 1,000 hours of 
their time, including over 60 Monument Hill Kiwanians and over 60 Service Leadership Program (SLP) Key Club and 
Builders Club students.  One of our Partners in Service, School District #38 (Karen Brofft, Superintendent), provided 
the facility, kitchen staff, and custodial support--and the School Board served the soup! 
 



 

 

10 

This project was initially started as a cocoa fundraiser, which was a bust the first year. The second year, an Adams 
State Circle K student happened to be at our board meeting as we were brainstorming ideas and suggested we do a 
character meet and greet.  That year the Ice Festival Theme was Frozen, so our characters were Anna and Elsa, both 
Circle K Students. 
 

The second year, the Ice Festival theme was Star Wars, and this year the theme was Moana.  Our Moana was played 
by Megan Curry, Key Club Lt. Governor for Division 5 & 18, and Maui was played by Aleki Tapa, an Adams State football 
player.  The event is free and we also gave out free cookies.  The event sure brings out the talent in our club.   One of 
our club members and the owner of the Nestle Cafe, Jacki Kennedy, hand painted Maui's body tattoos when the 
original artist did not show up the morning of the event to paint Maui.  Check out the pictures, Jack did an amazing 
job! 
 

Kiwanis Club of Alamosa hosted the 3rd 

Annual Costume Contest and Character Meet & Greet 
for the Rio Frio Ice Festival in Alamosa. 
 

Edie Brown, Loveland Golden K, reported on the Sweet Dream in a Bag 

project for 2016.   
 

Edie and the club thanked the RMD Kiwanis Foundation for their generous 
support of a $750 grant to help the club assembly and donate 98 bags to the 
Angel house and Namaqua Center in Loveland.  
 

They also wished to thank Ted Miouduski, Jr. DDS for donating the toothbrushes 
and toothpaste.   
 

Edie worked diligently to get beanie babies donated and purchased the fleece on 
sale, so they could maximize the grant monies while serving the children. 

#kidsneedkiwanis 
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The Laramie Kiwanis Club presented its first Teacher Appreciation Award to William Plumb on 

January 17th.  Mr. Plumb was recognized for his continuing efforts as the Key Club Faculty Adviser at 
Laramie High School.  He started the program many years ago and, through thick and thin, has kept it 
thriving to this day.  The presentation was made by Past Club President Larry Struempf, a teacher in his 
own rite.  School District Superintendent Dr. Jubal Yennie participated in the presentation also.  The 
current Key Club President and Secretary were also present. 
 

There are other community groups that recognize a Student of the Month but no one was recognizing 
the teachers who are making them successful.  That's why we started this award program. 

 
 

Congratulations Alameda West on 50 years of Serving the Kids of the Rocky Mountain District!  
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RMDK Foundation awarded the Loveland 
Golden K Club a grant of $600 for expanding 

the BUGS Program in Loveland.  
 
Executive Director Nancy Wiehagen presented 
the check on behalf of the RMDK Foundation to 
Jaye Lujan, BUGS Committee Chair and Treva 
Heiser, Past BUGS Committee Chair. 

Most of the members of the Cheyenne Kiwanis Club agree that the club needs to grow to still be relevant in 

the community.  Club President Dan Kirby, challenged his membership committee to do something to make this 
happen.   
 

The membership committee hosted an evening of Kiwanis Kocktails and asked the members to bring at 
least one guest.  Members and their guests were treated to food and an adult beverage.  
 

Two past presidents and one young professional shared what Kiwanis means to them.   The evening gave 
members and guests an opportunity to visit and get to know about Kiwanis in a social environment. The 
event netted ten new signed applications.   
 



 

 

 

2017 Conferences & Conventions  

Plan to attend! 

Mid-Year Conference 
March 3 - 5, 2017 
Fort Collins CO 

District Convention 
August 3 – 6, 2017 

Cheyenne WY 

REGISTRATION 

CLOSES 

FEBRUARY 24! 
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