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Message from Governor Amy
Amy Zimmerman

Ahh….I feel energized and enthused about Kiwanis! Our
Key Club leadership threw a fantastic DLC this past weekGovernor
end. The LTG even extended invitations to their parents. It
was so wonderful to meet the proud parents of our future
alzimmermanoh@yahoo.com
leaders! I spoke with many of them and congratulated them
on the success of raising such fantastic children. I was so
happy to receive a text from one of them that both her parents wanted to join Kiwanis after attending Key Club DLC.
They felt the energy and passion. It got me thinking, this is
the first time I have invited my mom to participate in KC DLC. Mom had a wonderful time and even asked when CKI
DCON was….to which I had to say it was 3 weeks earlier and I had told her she didn’t need to attend, that I had it covered. It really got me thinking, how many times do we invite our current and potential new members to participate in
SLP activities? This is an incredible recruiting tool and it is energizing for all involved!
So I challenge you to go visit your SLP in the coming month. See what they are up to and how you can support them. I
challenge you to take a new or potential member with you so they can see the outstanding work these young leaders
are accomplishing. It is truly impactful and inspiring! Also, think about how you can engage the parents of our SLP…
maybe an end of year celebration for the parents through by Kiwanis to thank them for all of their support of their son or
daughter being in Key Club (the time, the driving around, the dropping off and picking up, etc). And then plan one in the
fall to Thank them again at the start of the year and to introduce them to Key Club and Kiwanis.
Thank you to all those of you who attended Kiwanis Mid Year! It was wonderful to see nearly 400 of you from around
the state to come and get energized about Kiwanis! Hopefully you are implementing at least one new idea! As President
Don of Bellefontaine put it, I hope it "put fuel in your tank" to re-energize and blast with acceleration and positive impact
through the second half of this Kiwanis Year!

Yours in service,

Amy L Zimmerman
Ohio Kiwanis Governor

District Secretary’s Notes:
On March 5th, the Ohio District held its annual Mid-Year Education Day. Our registered attendees surpassed the 380 mark and
it was once again considered a success. Comments from attendees were 100% positive and many told us they would be
back next year.

Dave Whiteman
District Secretary
Dave@ohiokiwanis.org

The committee has developed an online survey to gather feedback about the event for future planning. If you attended the
2016 Mid-Year, you can complete the survey by going to the
following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QQYGT7H
This year’s conference focused on the I Plan, Kiwanis International’s Strategic Plan for our organization to continue being
a significant force during the next 100 years. If you are not aware of the I Plan, please take a moment to download the
document from our district website at the following link: https://portalbuzzuserfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/ou-92/userfiles/
files/i-plan%20document.pdf
I would like to thank Governor Amy Zimmerman and Mid-Year Chair Dan Litzinger for bringing us a great event loaded
with dynamic speakers and fun events to keep everyone in attendance wanting more! The closing Service Fair and Ice
Cream Social was a smash hit! What will they come up with next year, to make sure everyone comes back? Watch for
more details to come!
The 2017 Mid-Year Education Day will take place on Saturday, March 4, 2017. Please be sure to put it on your calendar.
Rest assured you will receive information that will help your club meet its mission of “Serving the Children of the
World”.2016 Kiwanis International Convention
Now that the Mid Year is finished, our thoughts turn to the upcoming International Convention. We will be celebrating our
100th Year as an “international” organization. The first club outside the United States was founded in Hamilton, Ontario
in 1916. If you have any questions at all regarding the convention in Toronto, please call us in the district office and we
will attempt to help you out. Finally, remember that there is a proposal related to our International Dues that will be voted
on by the delegates at this convention. That is just another reason to send your delegates to Toronto this summer.
Once again I want to thank all of you for the great work you are doing in your communities. You are proving that “Kiwanis
is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time”.

Kiwanis Kids

Contests and Elections

Jeri Penn, Chair
jeripenn@gmail.com

Two weeks left! Show off your talented club members and
your club’s success by entering into the K-Kids contests. Get
all of the contest details, including contest categories, rules
and entry information from the contest booklet.

The deadline to turn in your club’s contest submissions is April 1st. All entries need to be sent to Jeri Penn, 5788 Arlyne
Ln., Medina, OH 44256 or jeripenn@gmail.com.
District winners will then be judged by Kiwanis International. Winners of the international judging will receive one or more
of the following: medallions, certificate or trophy. Good luck!

April is the ideal time to elect new club officers for the next school year. At March club meetings, begin talking about the
responsibilities of the club officers. Ask members if they are interested in running for a position. Hold the election in April
so that the new club officers have time to meet with the outgoing club officers and start learning and preparing for their
new role.
For more resources on how to hold an election, refer to the K-Kids & Builders Club
Advisor Guide.

Are You a Key Leader?
Brian and Kelly Shaffer
A very prominent part of the Key Leader weekend is discussion on what makes a key leader? Students examine the
values and actions that make a person a true servant leadDistrict Chairs
er, or what is referred to as a Key Leader. Of course, when
one wants to know something, he or she may use a test. It
is no surprise, then, that there is a Key Leader test. StuOhioKeyLeader@gmail.com
dents put themselves, their peers, and everyone they know
to the test. Often, they cite examples of celebrities and news makers who have done something extraordinary in the
world, people we are all familiar with: Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King, Jr., Leonardo DiCaprio, Barack Obama, and
many more.

Key Leader

However, more often, students hold up people they know as Key Leaders: teachers, advisors, parents, change-makers
in their own communities. A great number of students list Kiwanians they know. These people are selfless givers, people who never ask, “What’s in it for me?” That is the essence of a Key Leader. Are you a Key Leader? Take the test
and find out?

The Key Leader Test
1. Is what I’m doing helping others to become stronger and more independent?
2. Do others or does the organization become better because of what I’m doing?
3. Do my actions help others in my community?

There are students who have been members of organizations and such where they have had opportunities to develop
their skills. Others who are younger or less outgoing, need some help in developing servant leadership skills. These are
the students who are excellent candidates for Key Leader events. The next event is April 22-24, 2016 at Recreation Unlimited.

Please consider providing sponsorship for a student to attend this transformational camp weekend and learn about the
servant leader in all of them and how to use those skills to lead or build their own Key Clubs in the future. Please contact
ohiokeyleader@gmail.com or call us at (330)405-6638 with questions or for additional event information.

Club Leadership Education
(CLE) 2016

Dennis Lehman
Leadership Development Coordinator

Each year Kiwanis provides instruction for the
leaders in Kiwanis from the International President and officers to the Presidents-elect and
secretaries at the club level. The education is
provided to prepare each Kiwanis leader for
their year in leadership. The Ohio District and
Kiwanis International have a goal to see that
every President-elect in the Ohio District receives this instruction.

Drdennisel@windstream.net

CLE is held on Saturdays in May and June each year at various locations in the Ohio District. Certified Instructors are
assigned and materials are provided by the Ohio District and Kiwanis International. The instruction is for four hours
on the Saturday mornings selected. All the instruction will cover the same information, so the Presidents-elect can
attend any location. The CLE instruction is also provided on-line at the Kiwanis International web site.
The Club Leadership Education is a valuable tool each year for the Presidents-elect as they consider goals and directions for their clubs when they serve as President. This year there will be more information about the Formula and I
Plan as well as “nuts and bolts” information about leading a Kiwanis Club. There is always something to learn, especially from the interaction with other Kiwanians at the CLE sessions.
Also, this year we are encouraging the club Presidents-elect, secretaries, and other club officers to attend CLE as a
team in order to start working together. CLE should be a priority or each President-elect as they prepare for leadership, even if they have served previously. Your club deserves your best effort and preparation. So, plan now to attend a CLE session in your area. CLE will be held on May 14 and 21 and June 4, 11, and 18 in selected locations.
The locations will be provided by the Lt. Governors-elect and will be available the first part of April. We hope to see
you at CLE 2016!

Army Veteran David Samson of
Caldwell received an Amtryke at the Ohio
District Kiwanis Mid-Year Education Day.
Samson was wounded in 2007 while serving our country in Iraq. The Ohio Kiwanis
District worked in conjunction with the
Wounded Warriors Project to identify a recipient. This is the first tricycle Ohio Kiwanis has provided for a military veteran. It
has been outfitted with hand pedals to accommodate David’s injuries.
The tryke will not only provide a means of
local transportation and exercise, it will provide a level of independence and enhance
his ability to participate in family activities
with his daughter in years to come. As
more veterans return home, the demand for
a means of affordable independent transportation will rise.
The Amtryke Project is Governor Amy’s
Kiwanis Family Project and donation can be
made to the Ohio Kiwanis Foundation or
clubs may identify and purchase bikes for
local recipients.

The Formula: Why Strengthen Our Clubs?

Bill Snellgrove

Why strengthen our clubs? There is no service
without dedicated Kiwanians and the purpose for
Kiwanis is our terrific service. To do this we need
to continually rejuvenate our clubs and make membership meaningful to all.

Membership Chair
Governor_Bill@columbus.rr.com

Our challenge, yours and mine, is to strengthen
our clubs to continue our legacy of service for another 100 years.
There are two important steps to this. First, we need to bring in new members. The second is to retain
those members.
To promote Step 1, and to have a little fun, we have a new contest this year. It is the Tour d’ A-Z. It is a
fantasy bicycle route across the state where every division’s team competes against the other divisions for
adding new members to existing clubs. Every division has a GOAL based on their membership as of October 1, 2015. All divisions that complete the “course” (reaches or exceeds their goal) by September 30 will
be recognized.
Your Lt. Governor is your rider. How do you support your rider (division)? Your club is a member of your
division’s team. Every new member your club adds moves your
division over the course. There is a prize for the first division to cross the finish line first.

To date, Divisions 2, 10W and 11S have broken out strongly from the pack. But the
pack is not far behind and we have nearly 7 months to go. The Formula Team wishes you good luck in the
“Tour d’ A-Z”.
And remember, when members share Kiwanis with others, our clubs become stronger, new clubs open and
communities benefit from stronger, better Kiwanis service. This idea inspired The Formula’s tagline (Love
it. Share it. Live it.).

Amtrykes Presented at District Events

Darien Walker (le ) was very
excited to receive an Amtryke at
the Ohio District Key Club Conven on. The 3 wheel design and
basket will provide him with mobility and transporta on in his
community.

Benjamin Morris (right) received
an Amtryke at the Ohio District
Kiwanis Mid-Year.
The feet
straps will help with proper
placement and stability.

A new “Terrific Kids” recognition program at McVay
Elementary School kicked off on January 29 when parents
were invited to attend breakfast and applaud as their students were honored for exemplifying Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, Respectful, Responsible, Inclusive, Friendly, Inquisitive and Capable behavior.
The initiative is designed to provide teachers with a tool to
reward students for special achievements that may otherwise go unnoticed, promoting character development,
positive self-esteem, and perseverance. Pupils work with
their classroom teachers to establish goals to improve behavior, peer relationships, attendance, and schoolwork. At the end of each month, children who have
earned reward tickets are entered into a drawing, where
some are “pinned” as Terrific Kids. In addition to being
invited to breakfast, which is sponsored by the PTA, pupils receive certificates and other giveaways. The program is
supported by the Westerville Kiwanis Club.

THE ELIMINATE PROJECT Cindy Champer

LEAVING AN IMPACT ON THE WORLD

Ohio MNT Chair

This past Ohio’s Mid Year Education Day, a lot of time
and effort was spent discussing the I-Plan and how what
Kiwanis does and how it fits in. With its inception in
2010, the Eliminate Project (eliminating maternal and
neonatal tetanus) began with IMPACT and has not
stopped, nor does it have any intention of doing so in
the future.

cindychamper@aol.com

When the Eliminate project began, its goal was to save the lives of 66 million women and their unborn children, and today, we have saved approximately 60 million lives. (IMPACT) In Ohio, the facts are much similar. Having raised $2.6
million, Ohio has had a great IMPACT in terms of saving and protecting the lives of 1.4 million women and their unborn
children. Even our IDD project of about 15 years ago had real IMPACT in terms of saving lives by preventing both goiters and metal retardation by simply adding salt to food and water.
An even greater IMPACT of MNT began back in 1987 when UNICEF called for action to help save the lives of women in
third world countries who were dying needlessly. Yet nothing happened at first. So a few years later, UNICEF began a
partnership with the World Health Organization and later Kiwanis - and as they say, the rest is history. Not only have
lives been saved, but more importantly, families have been kept whole (IMPACT).
So how does this impact you as a Kiwanian? If you are one of the many individuals and/or clubs who have contributed to
the Eliminate project, you have had IMPACT and will continue to do. But our current figures both in Ohio and Internationally are based on gifts and PLEDGES.
Pledges have no IMPACT until they become actual dollars. We can’t vaccinate women and continue the IMPACT until
those pledges become reality.
So please make a plan, either as an individual or club - make payments regularly - monthly, quarterly, however works
best and have IMPACT. And please note there is a NEW ADDRESS for all Eliminate donations as follows: The Eliminate Project Campaign office, P.O. Box 6457, Dept. #286, Indianapolis In 46206. Continue to make your check
payable to: Kiwanis International Foundation, memo line - Eliminate. THANK YOU.

The Kiwanis Club of Medina,
honored Wadsworth attorney Linda
Hoffmann with a George F. Hixon Fellowship for her ongoing help, generosity, commitment, and inspiration to the
local club.
The Hixson Fellowship was established
in 1983 and named after the international service organization’s first President, George F. Hixson. In Hoffmann’s
honor, a donation of $1,000 was made
to the Kiwanis International Foundation
in special recognition of her local club
fundraising efforts which support youth
projects in the Medina area. Hoffmann,
a resident of Montville Township, championed the Kiwanis Christmas Carol event the last four years featuring a collaboration of local community leaders, club
members, and high school Key Clubs in a song filled night of fundraising. Profits provided needed winter clothing for over
90 Medina students grades K-12.

Attention all Kiwanis and SLP Clubs!
The cut off date for Grant application from the Ohio District Kiwanis
Foundation for this period is March 31st.
See more detailed information about applying, visit www.odkf.org.

Holly

Howell

was

the

pleased recipient of a brand new
Amtryke.
The Kiwanis Club of Gahanna
was excited to be able to present
this to Holly at a recent club
meeting.
The Ohio Department of MR/DD
nominated her for this gift. The
bike will be able to be adjusted
for several years to accommodate her as she grows.
Holly is pictured with her mother
and Kiwanis Governor Amy Zimmerman.

Jim Janosik
Public Relations Chair
jim@aladanmediagroup.com

Coming off the heels of a fabulous and highly educational
Mid Year conference I would like to share a few things in
development for the District that will aid your club in the
Image component of the I-Plan.
First, there is a refreshed Brand Guide available on kiwanisone.org that includes new tips and guidelines for
branding your club and how to properly use the Kiwanis
seal and wordmark in your communications. Please
download it and share with those members of your club
that are directly responsible for public relations and marketing.

Second, at Mid Year we provided two PR sessions. The first was built around crafting better press releases. This is an
area that we really see growing in the District. Numerous releases have been published this year alone, and they all
serve to improve our public image. The second one was structured around interviewing, more specifically conducting
a media interview. Videos of both sessions were captured and will be part of a new video series from KI so keep an
eye out for those to be released soon.
Third, if you don't receive it already, email communication@kiwanis.org to get the monthly BuzzBuilder email chock full
of great articles and resources. Past editions are available on the website.

GOT POP TABS?
Did you know that Ronald McDonald House has a pop tab collection program? Tabs collected, whether they come from
pop or other cans, are turned in to be recycled for cash. Recycling centers pay 40 cents to 60 cents a pound for tabs.
Approximately $15,000 is raised every year from the tab collection program. This money helps to cover operational
costs at the House; providing families of hospitalized children with a safe and quality place to stay.
The Kiwanis 10S Division has held a contest between clubs for the last four years to help support the local Ronald
McDonald House. The club that collects the most tabs wins the Ronald McDonald Trophy.
So, how did the tab collection contest get started?
The Eastern Kiwanis Club has a tradition of serving Thanksgiving dinner to Ronald McDonald House residents. They invite other Kiwanis
Club and Key Club members to help out. Volunteers get a tour of the
House before dinner starts. During the tour, the tab collection program
is mentioned. A past Gahanna Kiwanis president, Buffy, decided after
the tour to raise awareness of the tab program. She immediately put
into place a challenge across all 10S clubs to collect. Buffy actually
made the trophy that is presented to the winning club each year.
Three Kiwanis 10S Division clubs still participate in the contest; Berwick, Eastern and Gahanna. Gahanna had to turn the trophy over to
Eastern this year. The competition was fierce with Gahanna weighing
in at 12.6 pounds collected, Berwick with 18.8 pounds and Eastern
victorious with a whopping 33.6 pounds of tabs collected. Outstanding!
Congratulations to all the clubs for making a difference!
Pictured right is Kiwanis 10S Lt Governor Rita Corbin presenting the
tab collection trophy to Tom Pace, member of Eastern Kiwanis.

Are you looking for new ways to reach out to children with your
club, if you are I have a link for you. Creativity and imagination
will help to make projects with and for youth fun and exciting
Kevin Brusk, Chair
not only for the children but also for your members. Here are
some A to Z ideas that can help clubs to reach out to children.
kbrusk@roadrunner.com
Find a group of children that need some time out and through a
party at the beach. A beach party doesn’t have to be at the
beach, have it at a pool or bring it indoors during the winter.
Host a talent show at a school or during your cities fair. Help a
Builders Club or Key Club with a car wash to raise money for
an Amtryke. If you’re adventurous teach a class at your local elementary school the lost art of Yo-Yoing.

Youth Services

I have a coloring book up on my clubs web site that is not only a start to a project in itself but it is also list of A to Z service ideas, ( http://www.brecksvillekiwanis.org/coloring-book-service-project.html ). It always amazes me how just one
hour spent with a group of youth reenergizes a Kiwanis club and gives them a desire to do more.

Kiwanis One Day: Think you won’t make a
difference? Think again.
Each year, Kiwanis clubs around the world join in a day of service. In
2016, Kiwanis One Day is April 2.
It’s a global effort, but it’s made of personal commitments.
After all, Kiwanis One Day consists of the involvement of Kiwanis club
members around the world. It begins with your club’s participation. It
extends to the impact you have on your community. And it results in
an international spirit of service that inspires people worldwide.
How is your club celebrating Kiwanis One Day? Whatever you do, please create a short video showcasing your project. Show your project, your club members and the impact your club is making on your
community.
Start planning today for Kiwanis One Day: Visit KiwanisOne.org. Services and support ideas can
be found under the “Serve” header.

•

Obtain tools such as a game plan including ideas for meaningful community projects.

•

Medina Resources: customizable news releases and “Kiwanis Just the Facts” fact sheet. Visit the
public awareness page for tips and more resources on how to work with the media and create
awareness for your club.

•

Success Stories. Watch videos of previous Kiwanis One Day events.

Have news to share?
The Buckeye Bulletin is always looking to share good news about the terrific service that
our clubs are doing. To share your club’s story in the Buckeye Bulletin, please submit an
attached photo of your club members in action. A brief description of the project and who
will be benefitting from the activity should be included. If this is a signature project or a
new project that information should be included as well.
You never know, your project could inspire another club in the district to do something
similar in their community. We are also interested in your Service Leadership Program
clubs’ activities, since they often do amazing projects with minimal resources available to
them.
Send articles to: secretary@ohiokiwanis.org. We will use them as space allows.

