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Sylvester Neal (our Kiwanis International
President) arriving for a Presidential Visit in a
1937 Fire Engine at the Miracle League Park
in Des Moines, Iowa on Saturday, June 4,
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We need fuel to keep the
Kiwanis fire burning
Sylvester Neal, President for 2010-2011

We have started the fire, but to keep the fire burning, we need
firewood. Member talents are the firewood and include serving as committee chairs, working service projects, working
fund raising projects, and donating to projects. Member talents, skills, and money are the firewood needed to keep the
Kiwanis fire burning.
I look forward to all the Kiwanis family contributing to the fire.
K-Kids can contribute by adding small twigs to the fire, Builders Clubs can add sticks, Key Club can add planks, Circle K
can add tree limbs and Kiwanis members can add logs to build
a Kiwanis bonfire of service for our youth and communities.
Now, we have some people who may be unwilling to put their
log on the fire because they feel they wouldn't get credit or
were hurt by something that happened in the past. However,
we need help from everyone putting their logs on the fire.
I believe KIWANIS stands for ―Kiwanis Is Where A Need I
Served‖ and we have a major World Wide Service project that
needs to be served. It will be formally announced at the Kiwanis International Convention in Geneva this
July. Kiwanis International and UNICEF have joined forces to eliminate this deadly disease which steals
the lives of nearly 60,000 innocent babies and a significant number of women each year. We need to
raise $110 million dollars for this project to eliminate maternal and neo-natal tetanus.
I also want to encourage each of you to become a ―Distinguished Member‖ for 2010-2011. To qualify,
club members must complete the following: 1) sponsor two new members, 2) participate in two or more
service projects, and 3) attend either a mid-year conference, International Convention, or district convention. Equivalent meeting may be Kiwanis University, Zone or Regional Conference, or other district
event.
Finally, complete the 2010-1011 Distinguished Member Form on the Kiwanis International website and
submit it electronically. In addition to rewarding you with a Distinguished Member pin, I want to have
over 1,000 Distinguished Members recognized at a special reception at the Kiwanis International Convention at New Orleans in 2012.
Let's keep this fire burning!!

Sylvester Neal
Sylvester Neal
2010-2011 President
Kiwanis International
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Opportunities to Help
Young People
by Governor Gus Dornbusch

This Kiwanis year is going
much too fast. It seems
only yesterday that I received word President Sylvester Neal would be visiting our great District….and
now he has.
What a great time it was to
share with Sylvester a variety of the service projects
our clubs are involved in to
help kids and communities.
He really enjoyed his time here. I want to thank all
who helped plan, worked and attended the various
events.
For this Kiwanian, two important areas of Kiwanis
are being highlighted; the District Convention and
our Sponsored Leadership Programs.
In managing a business or any organization, the
leaders must continually look for ways to improve
the operation by saving time and dollars. Your
leadership team has been active in looking for opportunities to do both for your District.
In reviewing past convention agendas, we determined we could eliminate one day from the convention schedule by combining the two Trustee
Board meetings into one and changing the Memorial Service to a Celebration of Life event. By doing
these two things, we were able to reduce the cost
of registration.
The Convention will be held August 5 and 6 at the
Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln, NE. The opening of
the convention on Friday evening will be the Celebration of Life event, followed by dinner and then a
special celebration for Jane Erickson being elected
KI Trustee.
Saturday morning is highlighted by three breakout
sessions, followed by the luncheon, with Miss
America providing the keynote address and a
presentation on the Eliminate project. The remaining part of the afternoon will be the business session of voting on officers, installing them and voting on resolutions . I look forward to seeing you at
the convention.
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

I love the Sponsored Leadership Programs (SLP)
and the opportunities they provide kids, youth, and
young men and women to develop their servant
hearts and leadership skills. Many of you have
heard me speak about my dream of ―Building a
Ladder to the Future‖ by providing an opportunity
for a child to join K-Kids in grade school, move to a
Builders Club in middle school, be a Key Clubber
in high school, a Circle K‘er in college or university,
and because of the servant heart and leadership
skills gained, these young persons will want to become a Kiwanian.
When doing a Community Analysis, most school
Superintendents and Principals will identify the
need for ―service clubs‖ for their students to join
and learn the principles of a servant heart and
leadership skills. Once this need is identified, it is
time for your Kiwanis club to step-up and say,
―we‘d love to be a sponsor.‖
We have a number of clubs that are doing a great
job of sponsoring an SLP, but we also have a significant number of clubs who need to step-up to be
sponsors. It is one of the ways to ―change one
child and one community at a time.‖
I chartered two new Builder‘s clubs in May, one at
Norfolk and one in Lincoln and I wish each of you
could have been with me to witness the service
projects these young people had done even before
they were chartered. They really set the bar high.
Aktion Club charters are really on the move. It
looks like we‘ll charter at least five new clubs this
year. That is absolutely awesome and our Districts
will be near the top in new starts in North America.
An example of the contributions an Aktion club can
provide a community was at my Governor‘s visit to
Division 6 at Storm Lake, IA. The Storm Lake Aktion club organized a project to provide ―personal
items‖ to the men and women in uniforms in Afghanistan. We filled over 12. Now, that is service
with a big ―S.‖
The bottom line: there are many opportunities for
all of us to help our young people start climbing the
ladder to the future to become Kiwanians. Let‘s do
it!
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Many Thanks to Everyone

Dave,

by Past Governor Dave Hessman
Thanks so much to the many Kiwanians for your
cards, flowers, emails, phone calls and memorial
dollars in memory of Arlene. She left us to be with
the Lord on April 20, 2011 as a result of a nineyear cancer battle.
Kiwanians are very caring people. It has been so
helpful to hear from so many of you across this
great District. Arlene spoke so many times of her
new family, the Kiwanis Family, which developed
during our time as a District Officer. She loved you
all.
We have also received so many caring thoughts
and memorials from my class of Governors and Lt
Governors. It has been unbelievable hearing from
so many across the country as well as seeing so
many at the funeral. I sincerely want to thank Jane
Erickson for giving the eulogy. What a great job.
Thank you so much, Jane.
Ten past governors attended the funeral with many
Kiwanians traveling many miles.
I send a big thank you to all who were so helpful
with Arlene at the many visits we made across the
District. She felt your loving kindness and knew
that you cared for her so much.
We were so happy she was that well during our
year as Governor and First Lady. We were also
able to attend two International Conventions in
Montreal and San Antonio.
I need to mention her K-Bear project as the District
First Lady. What a project! We distributed over
7,000 K-Bears that year and 3,000 the next year
as clubs across the District keep calling for more K
-Bears. In fact we have distributed 300 already
this year. We got the project idea from Johnny and
Anna Johnson when they were Governor and First
Lady of Georgia.
I also want to thank the Warner Funeral Home and
staff for such a great job. You were so helpful and
friendly to everyone.
It is with great appreciation for all of you that I
leave you with this special message I received
from past Governor Mark Holmer:

Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

You have Linnea‘s and my deepest
sympathies. Arlene was a very courageous
person over the past few years who would
not let her compounded physical problems
restrict her year as the District‘s First Lady.
You both modeled deep faith in God, a marriage vow of ―in sickness and in health‖ and
dedication to service to others in Church
and Community as Jesus has commanded
us to do.
I find it appropriate that Arlene passed away
during Holy Week when Jesus was going
thru all sorts of suffering, anguish and pain.
The best part is that on Easter, death was
conquered and we are guaranteed eternal
life, to live in heaven where there is no more
suffering, pain, sorrow or death. I believe
that as Arlene was welcomed into the embrace of God on Wednesday, she was
greeted with these words ―Well done good
and faithful servant, enter the place that I
have prepared for you.‖
Rev Mark Holmer

Jessica and Max Elg create a
unique relationship in the
Spencer Aktion Club
Paul Brenner, Lt. Governor - Division 3
We all figure we know what Kiwanis is. And we all
know that Aktion Club is a Kiwanis-sponsored service leadership program created in 2000 for adults
living with disabilities. On the surface, you might
think there wouldn‘t be much overlap or migration
between the two.
In Spencer, Iowa, part of Division 3 of the Nebraska-Iowa District, there are four of the originally
formed Kiwanis clubs, plus an Aktion Club, a Builders Club, and a Key Club. The community has a
population of about 11,000.
The Spencer Aktion Club was chartered in June of
2004 with 18 members. Their meeting place is the
Sunshine Center, which is a not-for-profit providing
vocational, residential, and rehab services.
Sunshine Executive Director Ann Vandehaar recalls when District Aktion Club Administrator Floyd
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Hutzell first asked her to consider hosting a
Spencer Aktion Club.
When Floyd asked, I thought, well, it could be an
opportunity for learning, for them to learn skills,
maybe hold an office, and some day move laterally
to the other clubs.
One of the charter members was a young lady
named Jessica Elg. In fact, she was the Charter
Vice-President of the club, a time which remains
her favorite Aktion Club experience.

two of the now 24-member group were absent, but
they had two prospective new members, plus an
interclub from the co-sponsor Spencer After 5 club
on hand.
Sunshine‘s Vandehaar, meanwhile, is overjoyed
that it has worked out so well. She says that within
the first week following their monthly meetings, the
members are already asking about the next meeting, wanting to know what they will be doing next.

Jessica, her sister Cassandra, Mom Connie, and
Dad Max had moved to Spencer from southern
Minnesota in 1999, the year after she finished high
school. She has worked as a greeter at Wal-Mart
through Sunshine‘s supported-employment program since the store opened 10 years ago.

―People are growing in self-esteem, becoming
more confident and independent.‖ When she
spoke of how so many Aktion clubbers had
―blossomed‖, she was clearly including Jessica
Elg. Jessica is set to participate in the state Special Olympics in Ames, Iowa, where she will compete in the 25-yard front, and 25-yard backstroke
swimming events.

Max Elg (Jessica‘s Dad) had joined the Spencer
Hy-Noon club, Spencer‘s oldest. In fact, he was
serving on the current board of directors when he
chose to do something that may very well be
unique in the relatively short history of Aktion
Clubs.

She is a well-known cat lover, but also has over
1100 Facebook Friends to network with. Dad Max
is a technology consultant in addition to busily
forming a new bar band. He recently helped the
Sunshine Center staff improve efficiency and capability through extensive training and technology.

Max resigned from Hy-Noon, and joined the
Spencer Aktion Club! After all, Jessica always had
such fun there. Since Max brought her to the meetings anyway, he stayed, was asked to join, and got
to spend more time with his daughter.

So, while moving from one Kiwanis club to another
is not particularly noteworthy, switching to a service leadership program is. The Jessica and Max
Elg story is compelling, perhaps unique, and
seems to serve this family and this community
quite well.

I admit I wasn‘t sure that such a thing was even
allowed. I asked Administrator Hutzell the question. He said ―My knee-jerk reaction was that he
(Max) couldn‘t do that. But, after some consideration, I thought ‗Why not?‘ ‖
Jessica is a very quiet person, preferring to let her
dad do most of the talking. ―There is something
about the giving nature of people in this club,‖ he
explained. ―There‘s a different form of enthusiasm
in doing things. You can‘t quantify it, or qualify it,
but you just know it‘s right. They have the enthusiasm to give back.‖
He fully enjoyed being part of the co-sponsoring
Hy-Noon club, but ―You‘ve got to go where you‘re
having fun, making a difference, AND being with
your daughter.‖
Aktion Club is a good fit for both of the Elgs. At
their May meeting, the roll call revealed that only
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District
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The objective of the following proposal is to elect Regional Trustees who are elected for three year staggered terms and serve on the Board of Trustees which will be responsible for District long term policy, bylaws, strategic planning, and budgets. The advantages of this structure are: 1) it allows Lt. Governors
additional time to assist clubs with service and growth, 2) it overcomes the yearly change of Lt. Governors on the current Board of Trustees, and 3) it reduces costs for Board of Trustee meetings.
The proposed changes to the NE-IA By-Laws will be voted on at the August 5-6, 2011 District
Convention, If approved, Regional Trustees will be elected at the 2012 Midyear conference.

NE-IA DISTRICT PROPOSAL FOR
REGIONAL TRUSTEE STRUCTURE
(Updates as of June 6, 2011, all changes since January 29, 2011 are highlighted)

Current Structure: The NE-IA District present structure consists of 193 clubs, divided into 24 Divisions
and a Lt. Governor for each Division. The current Board of Trustees consists of the Governor, GovernorElect, District Treasurer, Immediate Past Governor, District Secretary and 24 Lt. Governors. They meet
three times a year at the two District and one Midyear conferences, to do the business of the District.
Introduction: At the August 15, 2010 Board of Trustees meeting at the District Convention in Omaha,
NE, the Board unanimously approved developing a proposal to move the District to a ―Regional Trustee
Structure.‖ Governor Gus Dornbusch, Governor-Elect Marvel Dunaway, District Treasurer Bob Mitchell,
and Past International President Steve Siemens made up the team to develop the proposal.
Eight Kiwanis Districts have implemented this structure. As a model, we used the California-NevadaHawaii, North Carolina and Eastern Canada-Caribbean plans to help guide the development.
Recommendations: The basic foundation for the Regional Trustee Structure is as follows:








Divisions: The District will retain the present 24 Divisions and their club make-up.
Regions: The 24 Divisions will be divided into six Regions with four Divisions to a Region. (Region
I will include Divisions 21, 22, 23, 24; Region II will include Divisions 17,18, 19, 20; Region III will
include Divisions 3, 4, 5, 6; Region IV will include Division 1, 2, 7, 8; Region V will include Division
11, 12, 13, 16; and Region VI will include Divisions 9, 10, 14, 15.
Lt. Governors: The role of the Lt.. Governor changes only in that they are not doing District Governance.
Regional Trustees: One Trustee will be elected from each Region. Trustees will be elected for a
staggered three-year rotation. Regional Trustees who have served three terms will be required to sit off the board for at least one year prior to serving again.
New Board of Trustees: Will consist of Governor, Governor Elect, District Treasurer, Immediate
Past Governor, District Secretary and six (6) Regional Trustees.

Proposed Organizational Structure: Proposed structure includes the Regional Trustees and the blue
shading is the proposed Board of Trustees
Regional Trustees will be in
the same relationship to the
Governor as a club’s Board
of Directors is to the President of each club. The Club
Board of Directors help the
President with the governance of the club (e.g., policy,
by-laws, strategic planning
and budgets)
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District
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Time Line for Implementation:
January 2011:
 Two conference calls were held with current
Board of Trustees
 Midyear Conference, the Board reviewed and
discussed Regional proposal.
 During Midyear conference, all attendees
were informed of the Regional proposal.
February to August: 2011
 All members will be informed on the proposal
through various communication channels
(e.g., Division Council meetings, Conference
calls, Kiwanian, Newsletters, and the NE-IA
website)
 Task Force members will be available for
meetings and inquires (see contact information below)
August 5-6, 2011 District Convention:
 Delegates and officers will vote on the Regional Trustee proposal.
Contact Information:
Gus Dornbusch Tel: 402-483-6312
eMail: ad24734@windstream.net
Marvel Dunaway Tel: 515-278-1550
eMail: marveldunaway@gmail.com
Bob Mitchell
Tel: 515-457-7691
eMail: bmitchellhr@aol.com
Steve Siemens Tel: 515-265-8748
eMail: steve@thepeoplebuilder.com
Frequently Asked Questions
1. How will this work?
Lt. Governor Duties:
The Lt. Governor‘s duties under the Regional
Trustee Structure will change. His or her focus
under the Trustee structure will be assisting the
Governor to promote Service and Growth with
the clubs. They will no longer be involved in the
governance activities of the District.
Summary of duties:
 Be responsible and report directly to the
Governor
 Appoint and supervise division committees
 Conduct meaningful division council meetings and conduct regional conferences
 Be the leader of the division
 Be liaison between clubs and District
 Attend the Lt. Governor training session
 Attend District Convention, Midyear ConferNebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

ence and Regional meetings
 Ensure continuity for the division leadership
by recruiting candidates for Lt. GovernorElect
 The length of term for the position remains
the same.
The only change for the Lt. Governor in the
Regional structure is he or she will not be assisting with the governance of the District
(policy, by-laws, strategic plans and budgets).
In other words, Lt. Governors will not have to
attend Board meetings but will be the extension of the Governor to work with the clubs on
service and growth. Lt. Governors will still report directly to the Governor, not the Regional
Trustees.
Under our present District structure, it is not
fair to a Lt. Governor to be installed on Saturday night and on Sunday morning be expected, with limited understanding, to vote on
issues (e.g., the budget) that will govern the
District.
Regional Trustees Duties:
Each Region:
 Will follow the process outlined in Item 2
(see next page) for election of a Trustee
from their Region. When elected, the
duties of the Trustee require him or her
to elevate themselves to represent the
whole District. In other words, a Trustee
will not represent their club or their Division on the Board, but will represent the
whole District to be the “strategic
thinker and planner” to assist the Governor with governance issues.
 Regional Trustees will assist the Governor
with the governance of the District via:
 Approval of budgets
 Review of bylaws
 Review policy and make changes
 Make recommendations on personnel
issues
 Assist in the development of a strategic
plan and monitor progress
 Will invest time to properly address District level issues
The staggered three-year terms of the trustees
will help overcome the yearly change of the

Kiwanian Page 7

(Continued on page 8)

May-June 2011

(Continued from page 7)

Governor position and help provide continuity in
the governance of the District.
2. How will the Trustees be elected to start the
Regional Structure? (Assuming By-Laws
for Regional Trustee Structure are approved at
the District Convention, August 5-6, 2011)
October 1, 2011—Nominations will ―open‖ for
potential candidates in each region.
Midyear Conference 2012— Regional meetings will be held at the Midyear Conference to
elect their Regional Trustee.
 The four Lt. Governors in each Region will
co-chair the meeting
 Each candidate will be provided an opportunity to speak (five minutes)
 Elected candidates must receive greater
than 50 percent of eligible voters in attendance
 Eligible voters will be same as election of
District officers
 Trustee candidates will be elected at Midyear conference 2012
 Elected Trustees will be installed at the District Convention 2012
 First full-year term will start October 1, 2012
 Original terms to be staggered (two regions
will have a one-year term, two regions will
have a two-year term and two regions will
have a three-year term).
The original rotation for the Trustees will be determined at the District Convention August 5-6,
2011. The process to be used is as follows:
 Each Region‘s number will be placed on a
piece of paper and placed in a container
 The pieces of paper in the container will be
thoroughly mixed up
 The Chairperson of the Task force team will
select four delegates from the floor to draw
one piece of paper at a time
 The first two pieces of paper drawn designated the Regions that make up the ―one–
year term.‖
 The next two designated the Regions to
make up the ―two-year term.‖
 The remaining two pieces of paper make up
the ―three-year term‖ position of the stagger.
All subsequent Trustee terms following the
original terms above will be three years. Those
elected for 1 and 2 year terms above may run
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

for a 3 year term without having to rotate off the
Board.
After this initial process to start the Trustees‘
staggered terms, the timeline to nominate, elect
and install the Trustees is described above.
In event of a vacancy in the board, the Governor
will appoint a new Trustee from the region who
will serve until a replacement can be nominated
and elected.
3. How does one qualify to become a Trustee?
 Served as a Lt. Governor
 Been active member in good standing of a club
within the Region from which he or she is
elected; this club shall be the member‘s primary club.
 Been endorsed as a candidate for Trustee by
the candidate‘s primary club.
 Be willing to fulfill the Trustee requirements.
4. Who will comprise the new District Board?
There will be 11 voting members: Governor,
Governor-Elect, District Treasurer, Immediate
Past Governor, District Secretary and the six Regional Trustees.
5. What will the Board of Trustees do?
The Board will develop and embody a District
vision:
 A vision of where our District wants to be in the
future and a series of goals and strategies to
reach that vision
 A system of delegating tasks necessary to
achieve the goals
 A process to monitor the progress
 Responsible for District policies and procedures
 Strategic planning
 Will be the District legal and fiduciary entity
 Will support the Governor
 Will help provide continuity from year to year.
6. How will this affect the Midyear Conference
and District Convention?
The Midyear Conference and District Convention under the Regional Trustee Structure will be
directed toward providing training and information for the Lt Governors and Club Leadership
on Service and Growth.
At both venues, they provide additional opportu-
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nities to reinforce training and guidance to the
Lt. Governor on assisting Clubs with Service
and Growth.
The Board of Trustee meeting with the Officers
and Trustees will normally not be held at
the Midyear Conference and District Convention,
but will be held at other times and places as
called by the Governor.
Regional meetings could be held in lieu of the
Midyear, thus bringing the conference material
closer to all members and reducing member
travel cost.
7. Can a Trustee run for District Treasurer?
There is no restriction on anyone running for District Treasurer as long as they meet the requirements outlined in District Policies.
8. Why Term Limits?
This helps create opportunities for new ideas and
new leaders to continue to improve the District.

choices, from smoking and drinking ramifications,
to pregnancy concerns and even financial literacy.
The students tour through four educational tracks:
Leadership, Mental Health, Relationships, Health
and Wellness.
Highlights of course, were visual, as students and
teachers laughed and learned at a realistic jail
where students dramatically learned of the consequences of graffiti or sexual abuse or drunken driving.
Also
popular,
but
equally compelling, was
when every single student had a trial with
walking a straight line
while wearing drunkenimpaired goggles.
Students
also
witnessed a party that got
out of hand while parents were out of town.

9. What happens with the By-Laws?
Changes to the NE-IA Kiwanis District ByLaws are in process of being prepared and
will be distributed to all NE-IA members 30
days prior to August 6, 2011 per the current
amendment requirements of NE-IA Kiwanis
District By-Laws.

“Teen Maze” of Life’s Choices
by Gary Wade, Lt. Governor
Kiwanians in Division 11 in central Iowa have taken
the Kiwanis motto seriously. About 200 Kiwanians
from all 10 division
clubs led nearly 1,000
seventh-graders from
all three counties
(Story,
Boone,
Greene) through a
‖Teen
Maze.―
Schools toured in halfday sessions April 4
through April 7.
The Maze has about
15 components leading kids through life‘s
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

In addition, even some
boys took turns wearing
35-pound ―empathy bellies‖ through the entire
maze. A few also carried
crying babies.
Kiwanians worked handin-hand with community
professionals from the
Youth and Shelter Services, as well as nurses,
doctors, law enforcement officers, and even attorneys/judges in the courtroom.
Nebraska-Iowa Governor-elect Marvell Dunaway
and past-Governor Bob Dunaway helped in the
Employment track, providing mock interviews with
the Iowa Workforce component. The NebraskaIowa District Foundation contributed $5,000 to the
project and organizers raised another $10,000 to
support the 2½-year project.
Kids seemed to have a good time while experiencing things that might prove problematic in the future. Teachers were encouraged to connect the
―Teen Maze‖ to their health and safety curriculum.
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Administrators seemed impressed enough to inquire about an annual event.
―It was an awesome experience for out seventhgraders,‖ Mr. Neubauer,
Dean of Students for
Ogden Middle School
said. ―It fit in perfectly
with our life-skills classes
and also reinforced good
parenting messages.‖
Organizers took
advantage of all
members of the
Kiwanis family as
the Ames High
Key Club assembled
pamphlets
while Nevada KKids and Builder‘s
Club
members
stuffed
1,200
packets with personal items like a toothbrush,
toothpaste, floss and other items.

The Blackwood Brothers is still one of Wurst‘s favorite artists, and Wurst said he will always remember something the members of the group told
him after he attended one of their concerts.
―Boy, that‘s one thing, you have to have fun while
you‘re singing,‖ Wurst quoted. The singers of the
KiTones Kiwanis‘ choral group have been striving
to do exactly that for 40 years.
The late Lois and Harry Giesselman were the accompanist and KiTones director who started the
eight-member men‘s choir in the spring of 1971.
Wurst himself also sings in the men‘s choir at the
United Methodist Church, as well as in a family
singing group composed of Eberspacher and
Wurst families and Milford alumni. They are called
―Relative Harmony,‖ and mostly sing at weddings
and anniversaries.
Most recently, they sang at the KAWL radio station
in York, Nebraska. ―That was kind of a thrill to sing
on the radio,‖ Wurst said. ―It was a first.‖

by Meaghan Downs
Seward County Independent

That‘s not the biggest crowd that Wurst has entertained, however. The KiTones were selected multiple times to perform at Kiwanis International conventions, the most recent in 1996. ―That was
something, singing in front of thousands of people,‖ Wurst said.

Phil Wurst, one of the original members of the Kiwanis KiTones Chorus, slips a cassette or CD of
choral music into his radio almost as soon as he
steps into his Seward insurance office.

Wurst said he enjoys singing to the elderly the
most, when the KiTones perform at nursing
homes. He‘s often the MC for these events and
like to make jokes for the residents.

―That‘s the first thing I do,‖ he said, ―get my radio
on. I enjoy the music.‖

―It makes you feel happy,‖ he said, ―the reward and
the joy of singing to those people.‖ Jack Swanson,
who has been a tenor in the KiTones for 13 years,
agreed: ―I have a real heart for those people,‖ he
said.

Kiwanis KiTones Keep Singing

Swanson become a member of Kiwanis the same
year the KiTones started, later joining the KiTones
soon after he moved to Seward, just at the end of
the Giesselmans‘ direction in the late ‗90s.

It‘s what his dad did every morning. He‘d turn on
the Blackwood Brothers Quartet before the day‘s
work in the barn. ―The cows will give you more
milk,‖ Wurst recalled his dad saying.
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

He sang in high school and college but said that
none of the musicians in KiTones would consider
themselves professionals. ―We‘re lay musicians,‖
Swanson said.
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Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis Governors Tour
August 21-27, 2011
Join Governor Gus and First Lady
Donna for Governor’s Tour






7 Days/6 Nights Fully
Escorted Vacation
Roundtrip transportation via deluxe motorcoach departing Lincoln, Omaha, Council
Bluffs or Des Moines
6 Nights Deluxe Hotel
Accommodations
10 Meals: 6 Deluxe
Continental Breakfasts, (DCB) and 4
Dinners (D)

Day 1: Sunday, August 21. 2011 Board your
Michigan bound motor coach. Enjoy the
beautiful scenery along the way as you relax and get acquainted with your fellow Kiwanians before arriving at your hotel. Accommodations: Sleep Inn / Tinley Park, IL
Day 2 Monday, August 22, 2011 Northern Michigan Continue travel today toward your final
destination. At the end of the journey, see
the beautiful five-mile long Mackinac
Bridge, one of the world‘s longest suspension bridges. Enjoy dinner this evening before checking into your hotel for a four-night
stay.(DCB, D) Accommodations: 4 nights /
Lakeview Motel, Mackinaw City
Day 3 Tuesday, August 23, 2011 Mackinac Island Your adventure begins with a ferryboat
ride to peaceful Mackinac Island where the
only mode of transportation is by horse and
carriage. Take a scenic carriage ride tour of
the island and see sites like Arch Rock and
Lilac Lane. After enjoying some free time on
this quaint island, again cross the Straits of
Mackinac and enjoy a lovely dinner at a local restaurant with fellow Kiwanians. (DCB,
D)
Day 4 Wednesday, August 24, 2011 Sault Sainte
Marie / Soo Locks Cruise Head for Sault
Sainte Marie, MI, and take an exciting cruise
through the Soo Locks. Enjoy lunch on your
own and spend some free time in Sault
Sainte Marie. You can watch ships from the
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Locks observation area or browse the
unique local shops.(DCB, D)
Day 5 Thursday, August 25, 2011 Mackinaw City
Tour / Point Lighthouse / Colonial Michilimackinac Take a guided tour of quaint
Mackinaw City. Next, see the Old Mackinac
Point Lighthouse, dating back to 1892. After
some free time at Mackinaw Crossings, visit
a 1700‘s era village-Colonial Michilimackinac. (DCB, D)
Day 6 Friday, August 26, 2011 Ford Presidential
Museum Today includes a stop at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum in Grand
Rapids, MI. The museum and beautiful
grounds display many artifacts as well as
tributes to our 38th President.(DCB) Accommodations: Sleep Inn, Tinely Park, IL
Day 7 Saturday, August 27, 2011 Travel home
Enjoy sharing your Mackinac memories as
you head home with your Nebraska and
Iowa friends. (DCB)
REGISTRATION FORM
$1,099 per person, Single Occupancy
$899 per person, Double Occupancy
Triple Occupancy rate is available upon request
Cancellation Policy
• 46 Days or More - Full Refund
• 45 to 31 Days - 20% of the Tour Cost
• 30 to 16 Days - 40% of the Tour Cost
• 15 Days or fewer to departure - No Refund
TRIP INTERRUPTION/CANCELLATION
INSURANCE IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
DEPOSIT SCHEDULE: $125 per person due
PRIOR TO JUNE 19, 2011.
FULL/FINAL PAYMENT due on or before JUNE
29, 2011
Configuration:
Single _______ Double _______ Triple _______
Special Request(s)
________________________________________
Mail to and make checks payable to:
One on One Travel / Tracey Domgard
6125 Rosebud Drive, Lincoln, NE 68516
PH: 402 421 6157 or 402 430 6157
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92st Annual NE-IA Kiwanis District Convention
August 5-6, 2011
Experience an icon of Midwest hospitality at the
Cornhusker Marriott where old-world charm
meets modern convenience. Reasons to attend
this convention include:
 Kickoff of the World Wide Service Project
to eliminate neonatal tetanus,
 Keynote Speaker is
Teresa Scanlan,
2011 Miss America
from Gering, NE.,
 Delegate voting for
Regional Trustee
proposal (see details
on pp 6-9 in this
Kiwanian or on NEIA website) and,
 Twenty-four educational breakout sessions.
Tentative Convention Agenda
Friday Evening (5:30pm to 9:00pm)
District Dinner - includes social hour, dinner, planned speaker, and a Celebration of
Life service for deceased members.
Saturday Convention (8:15am to 4:30pm)
Registration from 7:00am to 8:30am
Opening Session with Kiwanis Moments
Breakout Sessions (Community Analysis,
Overview of Regional Trustee Proposal,
Live Long, Live Well project, Strategic
Thinking, Eliminate Project, Teen Maze,
Service Leadership Programs, Starting a
New Club, KiwanisOne and Data Mining,
etc.)
Lunch
Keynote (Teresa Scanlan, Miss America)
House of Delegates Business Session
- Vote on the following By-Law changes:
1) Change name of District Treasurer
to Vice Governor and
2) Regional Trustee proposal
- Election of 2011-2012 Officers
- Installation of 2011-2012 Officers
Closing Session
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Marriott Cornhusker Room Reservations
Our room rates are a low $94/night plus tax. To make your
hotel reservations, call the hotel directly at 866-706-7706
and tell them you are with the Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District to get our special rate. Reservations must be received
by Thursday, July 21, 2011. After July 21, rooms are released to the general public and may not be available.
Saturday Partners Tour ($30/person)
The Partner’s Tour is planned for Saturday, August 6 from
8:30am to 4:00pm. The program includes transportation for
the day, admission to Lincoln attractions, lunch with convention attendees at the Marriott and attendance at the Keynote address by Miss America Teresa Scanlan after lunch.
Saturday Silent Auction
Each year clubs and individuals donate items to be sold at
the silent auction. Moines received are given to the Nebraska-Iowa Foundation for distribution to worthy causes.
Dress Recommendations - Dress recommendation is Business
Casual for Friday dinner and Saturday convention activities.

District Convention Websites
District Website www.ne-ia.kiwanisone.org
Marriott Hotels www/marriott.com
Kiwanian Page 12
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92nd NE-IA DISTRICT CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
August 5-6, 2011 – Cornhusker Marriott
333 South 13th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508, Phone 402-474-7474
(You can register online at www.ne-ia.kiwanisone.org or by mail)

ONLY ONE Kiwanian per registration form. Please print. Thanks!

_____ First Convention Attendee

Kiwanian's Name (for badge) ____________________________________

_____ New Kiwanis Member
(joined since 10/1/2010)
_____ Past Lt. Governor
_____ Past District Governor
_____ Legion of Honor member
_____ Club Delegate
_____ Military Veteran

Guest or Partner (not a Kiwanian) ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State ____ ZIP__________
Email Address: ______________________________________________
Phone No. (in case we have a question) ____________________________
Kiwanis Club of ________________________________ Division ______
Club Delegate ______ Yes ______ No
Special Dietary/Handicap Requests:

Make check payable to NE-IA Kiwanis District and mail to:
NE-IA Kiwanis District
501 Raider Drive
Williamsburg, IA 52361
Send your check with this form.
No refunds after July 23, 2011.

If Received After
By July 23 July 23
Num
Total
FULL REGISTRATION:
$100.
$125.
____
$_________
Kiwanian and/or Guest or Partner (Includes the convention registration and meals listed below)
REGISTRATION AND MEALS PURCHASED SEPARATELY:
If Received
Event
By July 23
District Dinner (entrée selection below)
$40.
Convention Registration*
$50.
Lunch* (at the convention)
$25.

After
July 23
$50.
$60.
$25.

Num
____
____
____

Total
$_________
$_________
$_________

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS (Space is limited. Sign up today):
If Received
Date
Event
By July 23
Sat, Aug. 6
Partners Program (Departure at 8:30am) $30.

After
July 23
$30.

Num
____

Total
$_________

Date
Fri, Aug. 5
Sat, Aug. 6

Total Enclosed

$_________

* If you are going on the Partner’s Program, purchase of convention registration and lunch is not necessary . The Part-

ners Program cost includes lunch and the Keynote Speaker presentation with convention attendees at the Cornhusker Marriott. Select your lunch preference from Saturday lunch options below.
Dinner and Lunch entrées (Please indicate selection for Kiwanian and/or guest or partner):
Friday Night (August 5)
Saturday Lunch (August 6)
Chicken Oscar
___________
Chicken Salad Croissant
____________
Sliced Roast Beef
___________
BLT Croissant
____________
Champagne Pasta
___________
Herbal Vegetable Wrap
____________
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Kiwanian Page 13

May-June 2011

ELECTION CERTIFICATE FOR
DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES
TO THE NEBRASKA-IOWA KIWANIS
DISTRICT CONVENTION
Saturday, August 6, 2011, Lincoln, Nebraska

THIS IS TO CERTIFY
the following members of the Kiwanis Club of _________________________________ Div. ________
are the duly elected delegates of the club to the 2011 District Convention in Omaha, Nebraska:

Name (please print)

Member Number

DELEGATE

______________________________________

________________________

DELEGATE

______________________________________

________________________

DELEGATE

______________________________________

________________________

ALTERNATE ______________________________________

________________________

ALTERNATE ______________________________________

________________________

ALTERNATE ______________________________________

________________________

DATED ___________________, 2011

(Signed)

____________________________________
Club President

(Signed)

____________________________________
Club Secretary

NOTE: Each chartered club in good standing is entitled to three (3) voting delegates to the convention,
one of whom is the club President. Each delegate is entitled to cast one vote and, in his/her absence, his/
her alternate may cast one vote.
Current district officers, past Governors, and past Lt. Governors attending the District Convention
are Delegates-at-Large, so they need not be elected as delegates by the club.
There shall be no voting by proxy. No club shall be considered in good standing that is delinquent in the
payment of district or international dues or obligations.
Each club should mail, e-Mail or fax this form by Friday, July 29 to the District Secretary
 Mail:
Frank Murphy, 501 Raider Drive, Williamsburg, Iowa 52361
 Email:
secretary@nikiwanis.org
 Fax:
888-251-4191
It is recommended that delegates and alternates bring a copy of this form with them to the convention for
presentation at the credentials desk.
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District
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Kiwanis Service Leadership Programs
Kiwanians around the globe have a common goal that sets us apart from other civic organizations. That
goal is serving the children and disabled of the world. Kiwanis advocates this vision every day by providing opportunities to serve for every member of a community through Service Leadership Programs.
Through these opportunities, youth and young adults around the world become competent, capable, and
compassionate leaders. Through Service Leadership Programs, Kiwanis members develop leadership in
our youth, build playgrounds, raise funds for pediatric research, and much more.
Builders Club for Middle School Students

K-Kids for Elementary Students
K-Kids is the youngest
and fastest growing service organization for elementary students worldwide. These clubs are ideally suited for students in
grades 1 through 5 (ages 6 to 12). There are three
programs for students in these grades: K-Kids,
Bring Up Grades (BUG), and Terrific Kids.
K-Kids is a student-led community service club for
elementary students that teaches members the
value of helping others through participation in
community service projects and club activities. It
operates under school regulations and draws its
members from the student body.
K-Kids clubs can also be established in a community-based organization. Such organizations might
include, but are not limited to, community library,
Boys Club, Girls Club, YMCA, YWCA or a church.
K-Kids is unique because it's sponsored by a local
Kiwanis club, composed of leading business and
professional people of the community.
Terrific Kids is a student
recognition program that
promotes character development, self-esteem, and
perseverance. Students
work with their classroom
teacher and establish goals
to improve behavior, peer relationships, attendance, or schoolwork.
Bring Up Grades (BUG) is a
program designed to provide recognition to students
who raise their grades into
an acceptable range, and
maintain or continue to
raise them from one grading period to the next.

Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Builders Club is the largest service organization
for middle school students
(ages 12 to 14), with more
than 35,000 members
worldwide.
The first Builders Club was chartered in 1975. Today, there are more than 1,500 clubs in 5 nations.
Builders Club members implement practical service-learning principles as they focus on supporting organizations that concentrate on the needs of
children.
Builders Club is a ―student-led‖ community-service
organization which operates under school regulations and draws its members from the student
body. Community-based Builders Clubs also may
be established at community facilities such as
churches, libraries, YMCAs, or lodges. Builders
Club is unique because a Kiwanis club, composed
of leading business and professional people in the
community, serves as the club‘s sponsor.
Builders Club is structured at the local club level
but is supported by the Kiwanis International office
in Indianapolis, Indiana, which provides programs,
literature, and opportunities to relate to teenagers
from countries all around the world!
Key Club for High School Students
Key Club is the oldest and largest
service program for high school
students. What makes Key Club
successful is the fact that it is a
student-led organization that
teaches leadership through serving others.
A quarter of a million high school leaders from 38
nations unite every day to provide service in their
homes, schools, and communities. They complete
more than 12 million hours of service annually.
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Key Clubbers work to help eliminate HIV/AIDS in
Africa, stop premature birth, and battle for the
rights of children in their communities.

develop initiative and leadership skills through
hands-on service. These adults return to the community the benefits, help, and caring they have received.

Key Leader - for Youth Leaders
Key Leader is a leadership experience for 8th
grade through senior
high (ages 14-18). It
focuses on service leadership as the first, most
meaningful leadership development experience. A
Key Leader learns the most important lesson of
leadership—leadership comes from helping others
succeed.
CKI - for College Students
Circle K International (CKI) is the
largest collegiate community service, leadership development and
friendship organization in the
world. With more than 13,000
members in 17 nations, CKI is making a positive
impact on the world every single day.

Builder's Club
Spirit Lake Middle School
by Susan Clark, Spirit Lake
Builder's Club is a Kiwanis-based program for middle school students, helping them to develop leadership skills while working with friends to help others in need. The Spirit Lake Middle School
Builder's Club set aside April 9 as a day to give
back to their community.
Starting with a fun morning at Bank Midwest's
community room, while watching movies and eating popcorn, the students made 18 lap blankets for
the residents at Hilltop Care Center.

Circle K clubs are organized and sponsored by a
Kiwanis club on a college or university campus.
CKI is a self-governing organization which elects
its own officers and determines its own service activities. CKI blends community service and leadership training with the opportunity to meet other college students around the world.
Aktion Club - for Adults With Disabilities
Aktion Club is the newest
member of the Kiwanis International Service Leadership Programs.. It is a
community-service club for
adult citizens who live with
a disability (we also call
them ―unique abilities‖). The mission of Aktion Club
is:
· To provide these adults an opportunity to
develop initiative and leadership skills.
· To serve their community.
· To be integrated into society
· To demonstrate the dignity and value of citizens living with disabilities.
Aktion Club members in more than 400 clubs and
seven nations allow adults living with disabilities to
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Their day progressed on to gifting these blankets
to Hilltop and a tour of Lakes Regional Hospital
given by Jason Harrington. In the afternoon they
toured the Human Society of Northwest Iowa, to
which they donated $200.
The Builder's Club members have been working
hard since their club's inception in September
2010. They focus on specific areas in their community and choose projects which help them raise
money.
This opportunity would not be possible without
the support of their inspirational mentor, Mrs. Annette Kalkhoff, and parents of the students.
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Aktion Clubs for People
With Unique Abilities
by Floyd Hutzell
Aktion Club Administrator
As a Kiwanian we know the great feeling it is to
―give back.‖ How many people have you brought
into Kiwanis so there will be more hands to ―give
back‖? One of the easiest ways to do this is to encourage your club to start an Aktion Club. There are
now Aktion Clubs in 33 locations in the NE-IA District. Many are co-sponsored by two or more clubs
in their community.
So far in this Kiwanis Year new clubs have been
chartered in Marshalltown, Creston, Chariton, and
Wahoo, NE. Mason City, IA is well on the way to
applying for a charter. Seeds have been planted in
other communities.
Now look at yourself: does your community have a
group of people living with a disability? Is there an
agency serving these people? If you answered YES
to either of these questions, your Kiwanis Club
needs to consider ―getting in on the Aktion.‖ Please
contact the NE-IA District Aktion Club Administrator
Floyd Hutzell for assistance.

The inaugural Aktion Club International Training
and Leadership Conference will be held in Indianapolis September 9 -11, 2011. Our district is allocated six attendees. This will likely be three Aktion
Club members and three care givers/advisors. The
final decision on those attending will be left to the
district administrator, Floyd Hutzell.
The purpose of the conference is to provide leadership training and education, service opportunities
and fellowship. If you have an Aktion Club member
and advisor who would like to attend or would like
additional information, please contact Floyd at
fjhutz@netamumail.com.
Registration is $95 and lodging is $109 per night.
There will be some outstanding speakers who are
committed to making this a most memorable event.
We are working to obtain some district financial
assistance to help make this easier on the bank
account.
As we look forward to the District Convention in
Lincoln, NE, we hope to be able to open the conference with a speech by Grand Island Aktion Club
member Lynn Redding. Lynn has been awarded
second place in the International Aktion Club
Speech contest.
Lynn is very passionate in telling how Aktion Club
has impacted her life and how, through Aktion Club
membership, she and her club have ―given back‖
to her community. Tamara Lloyd of the Newton
Aktion Club received third place in the club poster
contest and the Newton club received second
place in the club single-service contest. Their club
provided bicycle racks for their agency in Newton.
The theme of the 2011-2012 contest is Leadership.
Hopefully, many clubs and members are preparing
entries to bring more honors to the NE-IA District.

Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District
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NE-IA Circle K Clubs
by Lenora Hanna, Circle K Administer
Circle K International (CKI) lights the way for thousands of higher education students who want to
step up and make a difference at their university or
college, community, country and world.
As a CKI sponsor, you can help club members engage in campus and community service, take part
in conferences and conventions and help them receive grants and scholarships.

NE-IA CKI ended the 2009-10 year with ten clubs
and 176 members. During 2010-11 we retained
those same ten clubs – Iowa State University,
Mount Mercy University, University of Iowa, University of Northern Iowa, Midland University, Nebraska Wesleyan University, University of Nebraska-Kearney, University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
University of Nebraska-Omaha, and Wayne State
College – but increased our membership to 242!
That is an increase of 66 members for our NE-IA
District! Our goal for 2011-12 is 300 members.
When I was asked by Ron Petsch to be the District
Administrator 2½ yrs ago, I was very reluctant to
get involved in such a big way. I had been active in
Builders Club, Key Club and Circle K with my children.
But after Ron contacted me, I kept thinking about
how much CKI needed someone like me who had
the passion for all the Sponsored Leadership Programs (SLP). I said yes, but was scared to death!
My first experience was to attend their District Convention (DCON) at the University of Northern Iowa
where only 17 CKI members were present. Our
hope for the next year was to double the attendance and we did! I‘m excited to tell you that by
February 2011, we had 58 registered for DCON.
How awesome is that?!

dues structure. CKI clubs that are part of an institution of 1,000 students and larger pay a flat fee of
$600 plus the $9/member District dues. Institutions with fewer than 1,000 students or two-year
institutions pay $450 plus the $9/member District
dues.
Another change was holding a Falliday (social) last
September which 28 members attended. We had
six CKI members attend International Convention
(ICON) last summer and have six registered for
ICON this summer.
Our newly elected District Board consist of Governor Sergio Orozco, Wayne State College; Secretary/Treasurer Andee Christensen, Nebraska
Wesleyan University; Area 1 Lt. Governor Lynette
Kistler, Midland University; Area 2 Lt. Governor
Jamie Steenson, University of Nebraska-Omaha;
Area 3 Lt. Governor – TBA; Area 4 Lt. Governor
Nicole Wilson, University of Northern Iowa; and
Media Relations Specialist Kelsey Oltmanns,
Wayne State College.

We as Kiwanians need to do our part by working
with these wonderful young adults and helping the
CKI clubs grow in our District. Play your part in

The biggest change we had this past year was the
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District
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categories:

Young Children Priority One
by Paul Lytle, Lt. Governor
Under the direction of the 20102011
Kiwanis,
N e b r a s k a - I o wa
Governor Gus Dornbusch, an examination of the
Young Children Priority One (YCPO) program was
conducted by Paul Lytle to conclude his internship
for the Masters of Science in Organizational Management program through Peru State College.
The final report included a survey that was sent to
all 194 clubs in the Nebraska-Iowa District with the
primary focus to discover how many clubs have
active Young Children Priority One service programs and projects in effect. Additionally, the survey was designed to learn if the reporting clubs
were utilizing the Kiwanis International or Nebraska-Iowa District web resources readily available.
The surveys were e-mailed to every President of
the 194 clubs in the District. Of those, 59 were returned by the requested due date and incorporated
into the final study. The focus of this survey was to
look specifically at Kiwanis International‘s YCPO
program. YCPO is geared towards very young children up to age five. Kiwanis club members can actively engage in service projects for this age
bracket of children. Doing so can make a difference in the lives of many very young children.
With nearly 30% of clubs reporting, the results
were amazing and varied. As one would expect,
many clubs were actively engaged in YCPO activities of their own. Curiously, several clubs reported
that they had zero interest in YCPO or for that matter, engaging in any form of an YCPO effort.
Some clubs indicated that they had never viewed
the Kiwanis International website for YCPO, while
others had. The main conclusion one can draw
from this survey is that there remains a great opportunity to educate clubs on the importance of
YCPO, in addition to expanding the program nationally and internationally.
Kiwanis International offers four primary categories for YCPO service projects. These four categories are then broken down into individually selected
projects that Kiwanis clubs can undertake for
YCPO. Following is the primary list with their subNebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Maternal and infant health – this includes
educating the public, providing prenatal
health-care education in the workplace, immunizations, alcohol awareness for pregnant women, setting up a health screening
or free clinic, preventing lead poisoning,
developing new health-care services for
children, and developing a smoking awareness campaign for smoking women.
Child care and development – this includes
playgrounds, play days, intergenerational
programs, developing an awareness campaign, promotion of reading, supporting a
preschool or child-care center or Head
Start program, supporting home-based
child-care providers, developing a reading
program, setting up a storyline phone, expanding child-care services in the community, supporting or developing a resource
and referral agency, and assisting with program accreditation.
Parent education and support – this includes
sponsoring a parenting fair, awareness and
prevention of child abuse, parenting education, initiating a home visitation program,
starting a parent helpline, Parents Anonymous; shaken baby syndrome, starting a
family resource library, setting up a family
development or family literacy program.
Safety and pediatric trauma – this includes
car seat programs, distributing a home
safety checklist, educating the community
about scald burns, smoke alarm safety, initiating a water safety class for young children, distributing choke-test tubes, educating the community about poisons, installing
gates and bars to prevent falls, training
baby-sitters, supporting a pediatric trauma
program, supporting the Children‘s Miracle
Network Celebration, and Kiwanis dolls/
bears.
As one looks at this list of YCPO service programs,
many clubs and members will say, ―we do many of
these things, but never associated it with Kiwanis.‖
Further information about YCPO service program
can be found on the Kiwanis International website
at www.kiwanis.org
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(Continued from page 10)

Onawa Kiwanis One Day
by Jeanne Virtue
Thirteen Kiwanians and one Key Club member
participated in the Kiwanis One Work Day held
April 9 by the Onawa Kiwanis Club. This year's
special project involved the Club's Museum Complex and special needs there.
Kiwanians spent several hours cleaning flower
beds, and the area around the Depot; getting out
various pieces of memorabilia that were moved
indoors for the winter; and taking plastic coverings
off windows that were protected during the winter
months. Another project started was scraping the
Depot building in preparation for a future
work day of repainting.
Kiwanians involved were Brooke Kuhlmann, Stacy
Salyers, Brent McCall, Travis and Samantha Root,
Ken Tanner, John and Dorothy Noer, Lenora
Bohlmann, Peggy Ingram, Charles Richardson,
Jeanne and Terry Virtue, and Onawa's Key Club
President Carrie Jo Hartman.

Currently under the direction of Paul Beck, with the
assistance of accompanists Wes Skilton, Jim Lee
and Pam McConnell, the KiTones practice every
Monday night at the United Methodist Church.
The KiTones have performed for the Senior Citizens‘ Prom, funerals and elderly care facilities,
with the biggest concert of the year on the Fourth
of July in the Civic Center. ―Usually standing room
only,‖ Wurst said.
The KiTones currently have 18 singers, and although the group represents a range of ages, more
are older. ―Man alive, most of us are in our 70s,‖
Wurst said with a laugh.
Many of the members are retired, Swanson said,
but involvement in the KiT ones developed greater
friendships than just be being a club member. The
members will be there, he said, as long as two
critical points are there – someone willing to be a
director and someone to accompany them.
―We share a lot of the same values and the love of
the same kind of music,‖ Swanson, 76, said. Song
selection includes a catalog filled with tunes like
―Wild Irish Rose,‖ ―I‘ve Been Working on the Railroad,‖ and one of Wurst‘s favorites, ―The Auctioneers‘ Song.‖ The KiTones also sing patriotic
songs, which are among Swanson‘s favorites.

Words of Wisdom
 Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like

wrapping a present and not giving it. William
Arthur Ward
 I have not lost my mind - it's backed up on disk

somewhere. Unknown
 All truths are easy to understand once they are

discovered; the point is to discover them. Galileo Galilei (1564 - 1642)
 We can't all be heroes because somebody has

to sit on the curb and clap as they go by. Will
Rogers (1879 - 1935)
 The main dangers in this life are the people

who want to change everything - or nothing.
Nancy Astor (1879 - 1964)
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

―We try to mix up the songs, and they‘re all songs
people recognize,‖ Wurst said. In Wurst‘s copy of
the sheet music for ―The Auctioneers‘ Song,‖ which
mimics the calling style of an auctioneer, he circled
and scribbled notes to himself in order to follow the
fast pace.
―It‘s tricky,‖ he said. Although there are no definite
plans yet to celebrate the KiTones‘ 40-year anniversary, Wurst said, ―We‘re going to have to figure
out something; that‘s quite a milestone.‖
Footnote: The KiTones have entertained at four
Kiwanis International conventions (Denver in 1974,
Minneapolis in 1982, St. Louis in 1990 and Salt Lake
City in 1996). Every KiTone is a member of Kiwanis
and second a member of KiTones. The KiTone roster includes Paul Beck, Arnold Boldt, Tony Vrana,
Jack Duensing, Phil Wurst, John Yelden, Jonathan
Jank, Check Kotera, Don McKibben, Gene Brott,
Lana Daws, Boyd Gabel, Larry Smith, Jack Swanson, Deroyce Volzke, Godron Weigardt, Marvin
Schulz, Wes Skilton, and Maurice Zwick.
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Kiwanis International President Sylvester Neal
Visit to Nebraska-Iowa District on June 4-6, 2011

President Neal at the
Children's Museum
In Lincoln

Welcome to Omaha

Kids Against Hunger
Kiwanis Donation of
$5,200 in Lincoln

Kids Against Hunger
in Omaha

Kids Against Hunger
In Lincoln

Key Club helping
package 15,326 meals
in Lincoln

Kids Against Hunger in Lincoln

Helping package 11,808
Meals in Omaha

Omaha
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

Omaha

Omaha

Omaha

Omaha
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Kiwanis International President Sylvester Neal
Visit to Nebraska-Iowa District on June 4-6, 2011

Governor Gus and President Neal with Key Club

Breakfast meeting with Atlantic Kiwanis club to
review benefits of Community Analysis

Thanks to Charlene at
The Farmer‘s Kitchen
restaurant in Atlantic

President Neal at Omaha dinner

President Neal welcoming new members in Atlantic, IA

President Neal at Miracle League Park

Miracle League Park
Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District
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2) Who suffers from MNT?
MNT is caused when tetanus spores, found in
soil everywhere, come into contact with open
cuts during childbirth. The disease strikes the
poorest of the poor, the geographically hard to
reach and those without health care.

With The Eliminate Project, Kiwanis International
and UNICEF have joined forces to eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus. This deadly disease
steals the lives of nearly 60,000 innocent babies
and a significant number of women each year. The
effects of the disease are excruciating — tiny newborns suffer repeated, painful convulsions and extreme sensitivity to light and touch.
To eliminate
MNT from the
Earth by 2015,
129 million mothers and their future babies must
be immunized.
This requires
vaccines, syringes, safe storage, transportation, thousands of
skilled staff and more. It will take US$110 million
— and the dedicated work of UNICEF and every
member of the Kiwanis family.
Kiwanis and UNICEF joined forces to tackle iodine
deficiency disorders, achieving one of the most
significant public health successes of the 20th century. Now, they are eliminating MNT from the face
of the Earth. And in doing so, the project will reach
the poorest, most neglected mothers and babies
with additional lifesaving health care. The end of
this one disease means the beginning of better
health for so many families.
Frequently Asked Questions
1) What is MNT?
In 38 countries around the world, maternal and
neonatal tetanus (MNT) can quickly turn the joy
of childbirth into tragedy. MNT kills one baby
every nine minutes. Its effects are excruciating tiny newborns suffer repeated, painful convulsions and extreme sensitivity to light and touch.
There is little hope of survival. And tetanus kills
mothers too.

Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District

3) Can MNT be stopped?
Yes! MNT is highly preventable. Just three
doses of a 60-cent immunization protect mothers, who then pass on the immunity to their future babies. Together, Kiwanis and UNICEF can
stop this disease.
4) Why hasn't MNT been eliminated already?
UNICEF has helped to successfully eliminate
MNT in many countries. But in 38 countries in
Africa, Asia, Europe and North America, it still
strikes babies and mothers who have little or no
access to health care — either because they are
poor, live in remote areas or are caught in humanitarian emergencies. More funds and resources are needed to reach all babies and
mothers at risk.
5) What will it take to eliminate MNT from the
Earth?
129 million mothers and their future babies must
be immunized. This requires vaccines, syringes,
safe storage, transportation, thousands of
skilled staff and more. It will take US$110 million
and the dedicated work of UNICEF and every
member of the Kiwanis family.
6) Why focus on this issue?
It is unacceptable that innocent newborns and
their mothers suffer and die from MNT when it
can be prevented so easily. This is also an
amazing opportunity to reach the poorest, most
neglected mothers and babies with lifesaving
health care. Developing delivery systems for
MNT vaccines will blaze a trail to provide additional desperately needed services to these
marginalized families.
7) What is the Eliminate partnership?
Hand in hand, Kiwanis and UNICEF will eliminate MNT and change the world. Kiwanis' commitment, vision and strength in reaching communities and leaders will help wipe out this
cruel, centuries-old disease and pave the way
for other interventions. UNICEF has staff working in the most isolated corners of the globe and
an unbeatable supply chain.
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Calendar of Events
for NE-IA Kiwanis District
Jun 22-26
501 Raider Drive
Williamsburg, IA 52361

Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis

for 2010-2011

Circle K International Convention in Virginia
Beach, Virginia
Jun 29-Jul 3 Key Club International Convention in
Phoenix, Arizona
Jul 7-10
Kiwanis International Convention, Geneva,
Switzerland
Aug 5-7
NE-IA District Convention at the Cornhusker
Marriott in Lincoln, Nebraska
Aug 21-27 NE-IA Governor‘s Tour to Mackinac Island
and Northern Michigan

Kiwanian Schedule
Jul-Aug: Theme: District Convention, Foundations
and ELIMINATE
Project; Articles Due:
July 15, 2011
Sep-Oct Theme: Club Service
Projects and Club
Leadership Guide.
Articles Due Sep 30,
2011
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The Kiwanian is published six times a
year in December, February, April,
June, August, and October.
POSTMASTER: Address Changes
To: NE-IA Kiwanis, 501 Raider Drive,
Williamsburg, Iowa 52361. Periodicals
postage paid at Williamsburg, Iowa,
and at additional mailing offices.
MANAGING EDITOR: Frank Murphy, 501 Raider Drive, Williamsburg,
Iowa 52361, phone: 319-331-9926, email: secretary@nikiwanis.org.
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Kiwanis Newsletters and Leadership Directory are placed on the
NE-IA Kiwanis District website (www.ne-ia.kiwanisone.org).
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