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Kiwanis  
Teresa Scanlan grew up in Gering, Nebraska in a family of 
seven children.  She entered beauty contests as a way to 
earn scholarship money for her college education.  In January 
2011, at age 17, she was crowned Miss America and now 
travels 20,000 miles per month to speaking engagements.  
Her  scholastic ambition is to attend law school. 
 
Teresa was our keynote speaker at the District Convention in 
Lincoln on August 6 where she impressed us with her maturity 
and a presentation that was both inspiring and motivating. 

 



 

Letôs Get Started 
Alan Penn, Kiwanis International President for 2011-2012 

 
October is an exciting time for all of us in the Kiwanis 
world.  It is the start of a new Kiwanis year, a new admin-
istrative year, a time to begin a new year of service, fun 
and fellowship with our club members. 
 
This year will be our best yet as Kiwanis members. We 
are not only embarking on a new year of service to our 
communities, but we have also launched our fundraising 
campaign for the elimination of maternal and neonatal 
tetanus.  
 
For just $1.80ðless than the price of a cup of coffeeðwe 
can ensure that a child is born without having to endure 
an excruciating death from this terrible disease. As a fel-
low Kiwanian has said, ñWe are the game changers.ò 
 
The Eliminate Project will be a major focal point of 
our 2011ï2012 year. It is the time to begin to raise the $110 million we need in order to save 
and protect the lives of more than 61 million women and their children in 38 countries. What 
better calling for our organization than to be known for helping put an to end this disease? 
 
During this year of service to children and families in your communities, I am asking each 
club to give above and beyond their current contributions and consider setting aside an addi-
tional 10, 20 or 30 percent of all funds raised over the next 12 months for the Eliminate Pro-
ject. In addition, each member should consider joining the Walter Zeller Fellowship with a 
personal gift of US$1,250. 
 
When we do our part, we will all know we made a difference in the lives of mothers and chil-
dren. The beginning of a project is always an exciting time, full of anticipation. I hope each of 
you is ready for our new year of service. 
 
I know I am. 
 

Alan Penn 

Alan Penn 
2011-2012 President 
Kiwanis International 
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Thank you for a wonderful  
2010-2011 year  

by Gus Dornbusch, Governor 
 

What an exciting, won-
derful year it has been 
for me as your Gover-
nor, and so many 
things have made it so.  
The best of all is the 
wonderful club mem-
bers Iôve met across 
the District who are 
making a difference in 
their communities and 
for the children who 
live there. 
 
Following are a few 
things that have made this year so special. 
 
¶ Filling 300 backpacks with Division 3 clubs, 

with several backpacks put into use the next 
day. 

¶ Helping Division 6ôs Storm Lake Aktion Club 
fill 16 boxes of personal need items that were 
shipped to the Armed Forces members in Af-
ghanistan 

¶ Helping clean up the Childrenôs Zoo in Lincoln 
as part of the Kiwanis One Day, this was rep-
resentative of the many projects done that day 
across the District. 

¶ Stopping by the Key Leader Camp and seeing 
the young men and women in action. Oh what 
energy they have! 

¶ Attending the chartering of Builders Clubs in 
Norfolk and Lincoln. 

¶ Wishing I could have been available for the 
chartering of the four Aktion Clubs. 

¶ Hosting President Neal during his visit where 
over $7,000 was donated by clubs for Kids 
Against Hunger, participating in a luncheon to 
recognize Teammate mentors, and the Presi-
dent playing with the kids in their Miracle 
League ballgames. 

¶ Being involved in Jane Ericksonôs campaign 
for KI Trustee and the honor of nominating her 
at the KI Convention in Geneva where she 
was elected to that position. 

¶ Being a part of two different teams that organ-

ized and put on the well-attended Midyear 
Conference in Ankeny, IA and the District 
Convention in Lincoln. 

¶ Working with a great executive team of Marvel 
Dunaway, Bob Mitchell and Frank Murphy with 
a common goal of changing from ñitôs my yearò 
to a multi-year effort for the District. 

¶ Having a dedicated team of Lt Governors that 
assisted their clubs in service and growth. 

¶ Highlighting the year will be the chartering of 
the Emerging Leaders Club of Norfolk.  What 
a great group of young professionals who 
want to make a difference in their community. 

¶ Helping develop and move the District to the 
Regional Trustee Structure so we have conti-
nuity at the District level, plus provide the op-
portunity for the Lt Governors to spend full 
time assisting their clubs with service and 
growth. 

¶ And the list goes on. 

 
My biggest hope and dream for the District is that 
we end the year in positive membership numbers 
and change the trend weôve had of losing mem-
bers since 1992.  That would be a BIG highlight of 
the year and one for which each one of us as 
members could take pride.   
 
As of the September 1 report, we are at a minus 
33, and so I challenge each club to bring in one 
new member this month to offset the 33 plus any 
other losses. 
 
Each of you has ñstretchedò this year to make a 
difference and now Iôm asking you to continue 
stretching next year to assist Marvel. Itôs going to 
be fun helping her ñconnect the piecesò as we 
serve to change one child and one community at a 
time. 
 
Thank you again for allowing me to be your Gover-
nor.  Itôs been an honor to represent you and to 
serve in a leadership position these past three 
years. 
 
Isnôt it great to be a Kiwanian? 
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MAKING CONNECTIONS 
Making a Difference in the Lives of Chil-

dren, their Families and their Communities  
by Marvel Dunaway  

 
The theme for 2011-2012 
is Making Connections é 
connecting with our-
selves, our families, fel-
low Kiwanians, children, 
families and communities 
in Nebraska and Iowa 
and around the world.  
We are going to explore 
new ways to make these 
connections. 
 
As you can see from the goals listed in the Leader-
ship Directory we are going to focus on strengthen-
ing our Kiwanis Clubs, improving the Kiwanis ex-
perience and SERVICE é. while having fun doing 
it! 
 
Your 2011-2012 Lt Governors have already been 
at work developing new and exciting ways to lead 
the NE-IA District.  I am proud of each and every 
one of them.  I know you will really enjoy working 
with them in improving your Kiwanis experience 
and your Kiwanis Club. 
 
As a past secretary, I know how critical each sec-
retary is to the success of the club.  I would recom-
mend that each of you thank your secretary fre-
quently!   
 
During the 2011-2012 Kiwanis year the monthly 
reports that your secretary enters into KiwanisONE 
are going to be even more important. Your clubôs 
monthly report is going to be used to determine 
your success toward meeting the district goals, 
qualifying for distinguished status and for interclub 
recognition. 
 
Kiwanis is all about service and volunteerism!  To 
help you and your club to report hours accurately I 
would like to share a definition that the Lt Gover-
nors have developed and approved. 
 
What Is a Kiwanis Volunteer Hour?  
A volunteer hour for the NE-IA District is any volun-
teer hour which is Kiwanis-related or club-
sanctioned, including: 
 

¶ Service  (e.g., reading to kids, collecting food 
items for local food pantry, working with Ser-
vice Leadership Programs) 

¶ Fundraising  (e.g., working at a pancake 
breakfast, selling raffle tickets, staffing a 
booth) 

¶ Administration (e.g., participating in club 
board or committee meetings, drafting the 
clubôs newsletter, writing minutes, division 
and district activities, inter-clubs) 

 
All of these volunteer hours should be entered into 
KiwanisONE each month.  Our goal is to increase 
service hours this year é and donôt forget that we 
are going to have fun doing it!  If you have ques-
tions, please talk to your 2011-2012 Lt Governor or 
email me at marveldunaway@gmail.com 
 
Interclub Contest For 2011 -2012 
Your Kiwanis Club will automatically be entered in 
the interclub contest for the 2011-12 Kiwanis year 
as long as your club secretary submits monthly 
reports into KiwanisONE.  There will not be a 
separate entry at the end of the year. 
 
The 2011-12 Lt. Governors and District officers 
want to encourage Kiwanis members to visit other 
clubs to learn, share ideas and fellowship to im-
prove our Kiwanis experience and our clubs. 
 
Details on the new interclub rules will be distrib-
uted in a few weeks; however, I wanted to let you 
know about a few of the new rules in this Kiwanian. 
 
¶ Every visit to another club should be entered in 
KiwanisONEéeven if there is only one mem-
ber.  Think about it: one Kiwanian visits another 
club, learns new ideas and goes back to their 
clubs and shares the information, making their 
club and their Kiwanis experience better! 

¶ If one or more members of a Kiwanis club visits 
a meeting of another service club such as Li-
ons, Optimists or Rotary, it counts as an inter-
club.  Kiwanians can learn, share ideas, fellow-
ship and improve our clubs by visiting a variety 
of other service clubs.   

For example, your club might collect used eye-
glasses for the Lions Recycle for Sight project 
and deliver them during a Lions club meeting.  
What a great service project and a great inter-
club! 

mailto:marveldunaway@gmail.com


Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District  Kiwanian Page 5                           July-September 2011 

Jane Erickson 
Elected KI Trustee  

by Frank Murphy  
District Secretary -

Treasurer  
 
Jane was elected to a three-
year term as KI Trustee at 
the Kiwanis International (KI) 
Convention in Geneva, Swit-
zerland on July 8.  As a KI 

Remember, there will be no separate entry forms.  
Your club secretary just needs to enter the club or 
event visited, number of your club members at-
tending and round trip miles from your club site to 
the club or event visited in KiwanisONE each 
month. 
 
Help is Wanted For The Following  

Position: NE-IA Kiwanis District SOCIAL  
 MEDIA GURU 
Salary: Volunteer position 
Benefits: Connecting Kiwanians 
Skills: The definition of a guru is one who is 

regarded as having great knowledge, 
wisdom and authority in a certain area 
and who uses it to guide others (e.g., 
a teacher). 

 
Social media ï the lingo changes faster than presi-
dential approval ratings. As a volunteer organiza-
tion, tackling each new social fad is daunting.  So-
cial media can be used to attract new members, 
share photos of events, advertise events.   
 
Social media is not about ñselling Kiwanisò. It is 
about building relationships with members, the 
community and Kiwanians in other parts of the 
United States and around the world.  
 
Are you interested in managing our Facebook 
page?  How about NE-IA Kiwanians tweeting or 
blogging?  Can you help us get started?  Can you 
be our social media guru and drag us all into the 
world of social media?  
  
If interested, please contact me.  My e-Mail is  
marveldunaway@gmail.com or post a note on my 
Facebook wall! 

Marvel Dunaway 

Trustee, she will be a member of the Kiwanis Inter-
national Board. The boardôs responsibilities in-
clude:  
¶ Establish and implement long-range plans for 

the organization.  

¶ Direct the development of Kiwanis programs, 
from membership growth to service initia-
tives.  

¶ Counsel Kiwanis districts, Key Club Interna-
tional, and Circle K International boards.  

Election to the position of KI Trustee is a significant 
achievement for Jane, but also for the NE-IA Ki-
wanis District that sponsored Jane, contributed to 
her campaign, and created a campaign committee 
that promoted her candidacy.  

Jane Erickson Bio  
Jane is a 20-year member of Kiwanis who has 
served as distinguished club president, distin-
guished lieutenant governor and as distinguished 
governor in 2001-02.  
 
She was part of the original design team for the 
Key Leader program and currently serves both as 
a Lead Facilitator and as a member of the Interna-
tional Advisory Committee for Key Leader.  

mailto:marveldunaway@gmail.com
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Her interest in helping young people succeed 
through service leadership has led to her 11th  
year as an advisor for the Bellevue Wake Robin K-
Kids club, a position she says helps keep her feel-
ing young.  
 
From 2002-09 Jane served on the Kiwanis Interna-
tional Foundation Board and was elected to serve 
as President in 2007-08, the first and only female 
to serve in this elected position. She is a Hixson 
Diamond Level 41, a Tablet of Honor recipient, a 
Heritage Society member, and a Founderôs Circle 
member of the Kiwanis International Foundation. 
 
Over the years, Jane has served as Chairman of 
six International committees and as a member of 
numerous others. She has presented and facili-
tated workshops at 12 of the 16 international con-
ventions she has attended.  
 
She is a frequent facilitator and presenter at our 
Mid-year and District conventions as well as facili-
tating in many other districts. 
 
Whether sheôs working 
with adults, high school or 
elementary students, Jane 
is known for her wit, 
warmth and humor.  
 
She leaves her partici-
pants enthused and in-
spired, giving them practi-
cal ways to have fun in life 
while achieving personal 
and professional EXCEL-
LENCE.   
 
Creative vision, sound goal setting, powerful action 
steps, motivation management, effective evalua-
tion and vibrant celebration are all pillars of Jane's 
programs. She holds a Master's degree in Leader-
ship and Bachelor's degree in Wellness Program 
Management and Physical Education.  
 
Through her Bellevue, Nebraska-based business, 
The Wellness and Training Works LLC , she pro-
vides presentations, training and workshops on a 
national and international basis.  
 
She specializes in leadership, teamwork, organiza-
tional dynamics, communication and strategic 
planning. Janeôs passion is helping others to grow 
and to leave their positive handprints on the world! 

 
Janeôs community involvement finds her working 
as a member of the Bellevue Mayorôs Drug and 
Alcohol Prevention and Education Commission as 
well as serving on the Ready to Serve Committee 
(education of board members) of the Omaha 
Womenôs Fund.  
 
She has served as a 
past member of the 
American Heart As-
sociation state board 
of directors in both 
Nebraska and Iowa, 
as a board member 
of a three-state board 
for the American Red 
Cross and on the 
county board of direc-
tors for the American 
Cancer Society.  

Kiwanis Spotlight  
Dr. Alfred L. Klein ï Charter Member  

by Susan Clark  
 
Dr. Klein is one of three 
Spirit Lake Noon Kiwanis 
Charter members of 
whom we are blessed to 
still have as members for 
over 60 years. (the two 
others are Berkley Bedell 
and Blaine Hoien). 
 
ñReflecting back over 60 
years of my experience in 
the Spirit Lake Noon Ki-
wanis Club, I remember 
our first meeting in the upstairs conference room of 
the Bernice LaDoux Coca-Cola Plant in Spirit 
Lake.  
 
ñThis was 1947. The original 51 charter members 
elected Peter B. Narey, President; Carlyle LaDoux, 
Vice President; and Blaine Hoien, Secretary-
Treasurer.  I became the third president in 1950.ò 
 
ñDocò was born in Highland Park, Illinois in 1923. 
He graduated from Evanston High School in 1942, 
and then went on to Northwestern University, later 
transferring to Northern Illinois College of Optome-
try, graduating in 1946.  
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He moved to Spirit Lake in early 1947.  In June 
1948 he married Sheila Jenson, a Spirit Lake 
school teacher. They have six children: Sheryl, a 
retired high school principal; Alfred Jr., owner and 
editor of a Minnesota paper; Deborah, a teacher; 
Barbara, a real estate associate and teacher; 
Cara, a marketing account supervisor; and Trisha, 
an optometrist.   
 
He served on many community projects, including 
the Spirit Lake City Council; founder of the East 
Okoboji Improvement Corporation; Board member 
of the IGL Sanitary District for 30 years; President 
of the Chamber of Commerce; founding member 
(along with his wife) of St. Albanôs Episcopal 
Church (1948); and is still very active in his church 
and Kiwanis. 
 
Alfred retired from active practice of optometry in 
1995 but still currently meets with all five of the 
original partners for a monthly breakfast. 
 
Dr. Klein served as an officer in the U.S. Navy 
Medical Services Corps from 1958-1963 (active 
reserve) and 1963-1970 (inactive reserve). He re-
ceived an Honorable Discharge in 1970. 
 
During his over 60-year involvement in Kiwanis, 
members realized the need for money to enlarge 
their club and provide the needed funding for com-
munity projects. He remembers well the minstrel 
shows from 1949-1963 and the Laugh-in Shows in 
the 1970ôs which provided major income for the 
club.  
 
Another big money-maker, Krooked Dealers, of 
which the club still makes use of today, was 
started. More fond memories of another great pro-
ject were of a 25-foot high toboggan slide at Me-
morial Park, which gave a ride of over 200 feet on 
to East Okoboji. It lasted many years and enter-
tained hundreds of people. 
 
Doc Klein continues to provide a positive influence 
on his community and the Spirit Lake Noon Club. 

2012 Governorôs Tour 
Panama Canal Cruise  

 

Take a break from winter and experience the 
beauty and history of the Panama Canal from your 
private balcony on the Island Princess. 
 
The signup for this tour 
has been extended to 
Saturday, October 15, 
2011. 
 
This is a 10-day cruise 
that departs from Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida on 
February 17, 2012 with 
stops at Aruba and Cart-
agena.   
 
The cruise then enters 
Panama Canal to Gatun 
Lake.  The return  from the lake and canal includes 
stops at Limon, Costa Rica, and Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Islands.  Return to Ft. Lauderdale is on 
February 27 at 7:00am. 
  
A wide variety of tours are available at every port. 
You can be adventuresome or take a leisurely 
stroll.  The choice is yours. 
 
Cruise only packages are available as low as 
$2,400 per person.  Air and cruise packages are 
also available. 
 
Price includes all meals including 24-hour room 
service, nightclub shows, gym, library and all on-
board activities.  Additional charges apply to spa 
services, beauty salon, boutiques, bar drinks and 
shore excursions. 
 
A non-refundable deposit of $750 is due at the 
time of your reservation.  For reservations or more 
information, call Nancy (515-282-5100, 515-314-
0983) at Travel Services or eMail her at nchavan-
nes@yahoo.com.    

Words of Wisdom  
¶ A diamond is merely a lump of coal that did 

well under pressure. (Unknown)  
¶ Use what talent you posses; the woods would 

be very silent if no birds sang except those that 
sang best.  Henry Van Dyke  

¶ Champions keep playing until they get it right.  
Billy Jean King  

mailto:nchavannes@yahoo.com
mailto:nchavannes@yahoo.com

