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Become a “Jewel” of the District Foundation 
By Mary Langdon, NIF Immediate Past President 

 
Maybe you have seen some Nebraska-

Iowa Kiwanians walking around the Mid-
year Conference with round pins with 
hands on them. The hands all look the 
same – only the backgrounds are different 
colors. Something new is on the horizon. 

 
The Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District 

Foundation stepped back last year and 
took a look at its gift recognition of mem-
bers’ contributions to the Foundation. 
When all was said and done, it was de-
cided the Foundation needed to do more to recognize these valued 
members. 

 
As a result of this study, we invite everyone to become a “jewel” 

of the Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District Foundation. 
 
Your $100, tax-deductible gift to the District Foundation makes 

you a “Donor” member. These members receive a Certificate of Ap-
preciation as well as a new pin with the hand and a yellow back-

(Mary Langton continued on page 2) 

Governor Don's Message 
 

This is a special issue for me as your Gover-
nor.  Having served as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Nebraska-Iowa District Foundation (NIF) 
for nine years, I am well aware of the how 
your donations are used.  The District Founda-
tion has done a wonderful job of focusing your 
gifts on worthy causes.  These grants have in-
cluded: 
 Circle K and Key Clubs grants to help 

with their scholarship funds 
 Des Moines Kiwanis Park Miracle 

League,  
 Printing Spanish information flyers for the Shaken Baby Syn-

drome Task Force for Council Bluffs, and a 
 Multi-year project to place a pediatric trauma kit with every vol-

unteer Emergency Medical Service within our district. 
 

Right now, 52 clubs have donated $5 per member or more to the 
District Foundation.  To those clubs who have donated at that level, I 
say a big THANK YOU. 

 
Your donations to the Kiwanis International Foundation (KIF) 

have also done wonderful things as Jane Erickson discussed in her 
article on this page.  Money donated to the International Foundation 
does come back to our district, with grants such as the one Jane men-
tioned.   

 
Last month, I had the pleasure to present the $4,000 check from 

KIF to the Lincoln SouthPointe Kiwanis Club to feed 26 children for 
(Don Glenn continued on page 3) 

Where Does the KI Foundation Money Go? 
By Jane Erickson, KIF Immediate Past President 

 
The Kiwanis International Foundation Board 

of Trustees meets officially three times per year. 
Grant requests from throughout the world are 
reviewed at these meetings. Because funds are 
limited and needs are great, priority is given to 
programs that are Kiwanis family-related, na-
tional or international in scope, serve young 
children, and are consistent with Kiwanis Inter-
national objectives.  

  
Funding for these grants is made possible by generous contribu-

tions to the Foundation’s Annual Club Gift Campaign, Kiwanis Chil-
dren’s Fund, Skip-a-Meal, unrestricted Hixson Fellows or Ambassa-
dors and through other club and personal donations.  Following are a 
small number of examples of children helped by grants awarded over 
the last few years: 

    
Kiwanis Club of Jérémie, Haiti – Elementary School Project: 

Through this grant, the Jérémie Club provides teachers, a daily meal, 
and school uniforms for 100 elementary school children. 

Kiwanis Club of Twin City (North Carolina) – Children of 
Vietnam Mending Hearts: Children of Vietnam currently has a 
waiting list of over 200 children 
with life threatening heart con-
ditions. With assistance from 
the grant, the COV staff inter-
views each family for need, as-
sists in arranging medical ex-
ams and surgery, coordinates 
with medical  personnel 
throughout the process, makes a 
post operation visit to the home 
of each child, and assists in 
bringing the child for checkups. 

 

(KI Foundation continued on page 2) 
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ground. At this level, the Foundation does not automatically provide 
a plaque any longer. However, if clubs wish to recognize a member 
of their club, division or district with a gift and want a plaque, the 
cost is an additional $25.00. 

 
As a prudent investor and overseer of the funds for the District 

Foundation, it was felt in these economic times that it would be too 
costly to provide a plaque for every $100 contribution with $25 of 
the gift going to a plaque.  The District Foundation Board noted that 
it was more prudent to provide a plaque at the Bartlett level of giving 
– much like the International Foundation with its Hixson award.  

 
The Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District Foundation is one of the 

most frugal you will find with your tax free gifts.  Trustees and 
Board Members are not reimbursed for meals, hotels or miles trav-
eled. They are not reimbursed for printing or postage costs. The larg-
est overhead expense is for pins, plaques and pamphlet printing. 

 
The next step of recognition is at the $250 level of giving. These 

members become our “Sapphire”-level donors. You will see them 
wearing the familiar hand pin with a blue background. These indi-
viduals also receive a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 
“Ruby” is the third level of District Foundation recognition. 

These are members who have given a cumulative $500. These indi-
viduals sport the red pin and also receive a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion.   

 
At the $750 level, the District Foundation presents the green 

“Emerald” jewel pin. As with all the other levels, these members re-
ceive a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 
The Bartlett medallion is achieved at $1,000. This award is 

named after the first Kiwanian from the Nebraska-Iowa District to 
become the Kiwanis International President, Wes Bartlett from Al-
gona, Iowa. Wes would love to have you wearing his medallion 
around your neck! With the medallion, the recipient also receives a 
Bartlett pin as well as a wooden plaque. 

 
The District Foundation’s final “jewel” is the Diamond Bartlett. 

This is achieved with an additional $1,000 tax-deductible gift to the 
District Foundation. These diamond-level donors receive a Diamond 
Bartlett pin as well as a wooden plaque. 

 
The District Foundation is excited about these changes. It gives 

us an opportunity to recognize individuals more frequently who gen-
erously donate their personal funds to the District Foundation to con-
tinue it’s good works. 

 
The Foundation hopes clubs will continue to honor individuals 

within their ranks with these new awards. These gifts make it possi-
ble for the Foundation to continue funding and providing Camp OK 
to gifted and talented 5th and 6th graders, grants to clubs and divi-
sions, and scholarships to Key Club and Circle K, as well as other 
projects that come along. 

 
There are a number of ways to become a “Jewel” of the District 

Foundation. You can send a check or cash as a gift.  And, if you wish 
to get on a regular gifting program, you can choose how much and 
how often you wish your checking or savings account debited.  

 
All gifts can accumulate to bring you to the Bartlett and Diamond 

Bartlett level of giving and they are all tax deductible. Get in touch 
with any Board Member or Division Trustee if you have any ques-
tions. 

(Mary Langton continued from page 1) 

 
Kiwanis Club of Florence (Alabama) – Baby’s First Months 

DVD: Baby’s First Months is a DVD, which provides instructions 
for care of newborns and post-
partum care for parents. It in-
cludes physical care of the 
newborn, newborn safety, 
dealing with crying and colic, 
coping with parent frustration, 
and shaken baby syndrome. 
With assistance of this grant, a 
DVD is given to parents by 
hospital staff prior to their dis-
charge from the hospital. 

 
Kiwanis Club of Lincoln - SouthPointe, Nebraska - Lincoln 

Back Packs: Backpacks filled with food and fresh fruit are given to 
needy children on the weekends to feed them for several days. 
“Because it costs about $150 to feed one child for the school year, 
the $4,000 grant from the Kiwanis International Foundation will help 
feed an additional 26 children and their families for the weekend 
(approximately five meals)” says Don Fritz, Secretary, SouthPointe 
Kiwanis Club. 

 
Kiwanis Belgium-Luxembourg District – Kiwanis School Kin-

shasa: This grant will assist the Belgium-Luxembourg District, 
working with the SOS Children’s Village organization, in providing 
education for 150 orphans in a new facility in Kinshasa, Congo, in 
Central Africa. In this facility, the primary school will provide a 
quality primary school education, including French and English lan-
guage lessons. 

 
Switzerland-Liechtenstein District – Tirana Children’s Hospi-

tal in Albania: Various Ki-
wanis clubs in the district 
search for surplus hospital fur-
niture. The furniture is disas-
sembled, repaired, packaged, 
and transported to Albanian 
hospitals for use by children 
staying in the hospitals. This 
grant will aid more than 150 
children by funding transporta-
tion and repairs needed for this 
project. 

 
Kiwanis Club of Dasmarinas Central (Philippines) – Feed the 

Hungry: This grant will help the club provide rice and medicine to 
malnourished children in Dasmarinas, Philippines by providing a 
feeding program three times a week. 

(KI Foundation continued from page 1) 

New Hixson Ambassador 
 
The new Hixson Ambassador is available 

only to Hixson Fellows and requires a con-
tribution of $1,000 to the Kiwanis Interna-
tional Foundation.   

 
Funds donated may be designated toward 

the endowment or the Kiwanis Children’s 
Fund.   Donors are given a numbered medal-
lion and automatically receive their next 
Diamond-level Hixson Fellow status.   

 
Ambassadors are asked to recruit five additional Hixson Fellows to 

become Hixson Ambassadors. 
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING 
 
Thank you for all you do to help the world’s children through the 

Nebraska-Iowa (NIF) and Kiwanis International (KIF) Foundations. 
Giving to NIF and KIF allows you to truly put the global perspective 
into “Kiwanis as a global organization of volunteers dedicated to 
changing the world one child and one community at a time.”   

 
While you may never visit the grant sites or meet the precious 

children, you can trust that you have made a positive difference 
without ever leaving the comforts of your own home. 

 
The Annual Club Gift funds are used for many things, not the least 

of which is providing funding for our grants program.  We’ve heard 
many comments about the difficulty of donating during tough eco-
nomic times; the irony is that the needs of children worldwide in-
crease during these times.  NIF and KIF need a lot more unrestricted 
funds to serve our children. 

 
If you have given your club donation (of at least $5 per member) 

we extend a most heartfelt THANK YOU.  If you have not, please 
consider doing so as soon as possible.  Our children’s needs are 
great. 

 
If you have extra funds in your club treasury please consider hon-

oring a member or community member by making a contribution to 
the NIF and KIF in their name.  You can bring honor to him/her/
them and help a child at the same time.  What a gift! 

It’s Not Just About Us 
Warren H. Spencer, President 

Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis Foundation 
 

A few months ago, I was visiting with two long-time members of 
my Kiwanis club.  Both are past presidents, one a past Lt. Governor.  
In the course of our conversation, the eldest of us noted that he was 
about to provide his annual gift to the club’s foundation.   

 
So, I inquired whether he was planning to do the same for the Dis-

trict foundation.  “Why should I give them anything?  They’ve never 
done anything for me!” 

 
Now, as a trustee, vice president and current president of the Ne-

braska-Iowa Kiwanis District Foundation (NIF), I should have a sta-
ble of answers to such questions and statements on the tip of my 
tongue.  Embarrassingly, however, I just sat there and stared in 
amazement. 

 
Quick as I am, I simply didn’t respond.  Instead, I kept running his 

comments through my mind, listening to his words rattle around in 
the emptiness.   

 
Nope, NIF hasn’t done anything for you.  It was designed and does 

a heck of a job supporting club programs which may be too large for 
local entities.  When NIF asks for $5 per club member each year—
when NIF asks that you personally remember it in your annual giv-
ing or legacy bequests, it’s nothing personal.  It’s a request on behalf 
of more than 193 clubs and over 2,000 Kiwanians in the Nebraska-
Iowa Kiwanis District who belong to this foundation.   

 
It’s a request to fund projects and programs which will touch thou-

sands of Nebraskans and Iowans in ways clubs alone simply cannot.  
Your dollars, whether through club gifts or personal giving, are the 
lifeblood of Kiwanis altruism throughout these two states. 

 
Take for example the $12,500 granted to the Lincoln (NE) club to 

assist with an archeological project at the local Children’s Zoo.  In 
partnership with the Lincoln club’s foundation, NIF broke ground to 
help thousands of children—hundreds of thousands over multiple 
years—discover the wonders of dinosaurs and the ancient past.  Or, 
witness Norfolk (NE) where $15,000 in NIF funds went to bolster 
another school/educational/historical program.  Again, it was a part-
nership with local entities to achieve a goal the Norfolk club would 
have been hard-pressed to achieve alone.   

 
Then, there’s the Miracle 

League at Principal Park in 
Des Moines which provides 
unique opportunities for 
children with disabilities to 
revel in the joys of baseball 
and summer.  That’s a NIF-
funded project, too.  And 
the list goes on.   

 
Those are just some examples of where your contributions go 

when you support NIF.  Of course, we like to tout the fact that there 
are no administrative costs.  Every minute of trustee and officer ac-
tivity is strict volunteerism.  Maybe that’s because we see the value 
in what we do.  Maybe it’s just our way of giving back. 

 
Nope, the Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District Foundation hasn’t done 

anything for individual Kiwanis club members.  That’s because we 
believe in providing for the communities, schools and youth we 
serve in Nebraska and Iowa. 

a year.  The International Foundation has also granted to our district 
$30,000 to help fund the pediatric trauma kits as well as other wor-
thy projects. 

 
One of the little known grants to our district is the matching 

scholarships given to Key Club and Circle K members by the Inter-
national Foundation.  One Key Club and one Circle K scholarship 
is given for every $1 per capita donated to the KIF Annual Club 
Gift program.   

 
Last year, we were entitled to apply for eight such scholarships 

because our average giving was in excess of $4 per Kiwanian   
Right now, we are at $3.76 per Kiwanian in our district.   

 
What does this mean to you?  If your club has not given, send in 

your check for $5 per member to the Kiwanis International Founda-
tion.  If we can raise this average by only 24 cents per Kiwanian, 
we get another scholarship for one of our deserving Key Club and 
Circle K members. 

 
As of March 31st, 108 of our 193 clubs had donated to the Ki-

wanis International Foundation at an average of $5 per member or 
higher.  This includes the Algona Aktion Club.  Of those, 101 clubs 
earned the “Early Bird” designation and pins for making their dona-
tions before February of this year. To those 108 clubs, I say 
THANK YOU. 

 
And don’t forget that a donation in the name of someone is a 

wonderful idea for a special gift.  I still treasure my District Life 
Member which my wife gave me for my birthday.  I was glad to 
surprise her with her District Life Member at our Lt. Governor’s 
Training.  Keep this in mind for your outgoing club president, or a 
long-time Kiwanian in your club – or even your spouse. 

 

(Don Glenn continued from page 1) 
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Kiwanis International Convention 
Nashville  June 25-28 

 
 

Come to the 94th Annual Kiwanis International Convention June 25-28!  You’ll meet 
new friends from 90 countries, reconnect with old ones - and have a blast in Music 
City.  There’s a dynamic program planned this year, with targeted educational tracks 
and specialized sessions on member retention, club development and growth.  And 
don’t forget the fun!  It starts with the Opening Session from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on June 25 
and builds to the Saturday Night Stampede on June 27 at the Wildhorse Saloon, where 
there will be dinner and dance lessons at an exclusive Kiwanis party. 

 
Our District has been assigned to the awesome Gaylord Opryland Resort!!  The rate 

is $149/night plus taxes with the price changing to $166 if made after April 25.  Don’t 
wait, register for the convention and hotel soon! 

 
We are planning a wonderful District Dinner (cruise departure at 6:15 with social 

hour from 6:15 to 7:20; dinner and relaxation from 7:20 to 10:00) aboard the General 
Jackson Showboat.  Please join Governor Don and First Lady Linda on Thursday, June 
25 for an awesome evening along with the Minnesota-Dakotas District. The Southern 
Nights Dinner Cruise allows you to spend the evening on the outdoor deck of the Gen-
eral Jackson Showboat while enjoying a delicious dinner buffet and relaxing as you sail 
along the Cumberland River in the Tennessee night sky. This peaceful and elegant 
cruise treats you to an evening under the stars.  After a fabulous dinner, you can sit back 
and enjoy the beauty of the area, or dance with that special someone on the top deck in 
the Tennessee moonlight. The cruise lasts approximately 2.5 hours. 

 
The cost for the dinner/cruise is $37, which includes tax and gratuity. The General 

Jackson is located 8 minutes from the hotel proper and is on the complex …but not a 
good walk.  The hotel has a free shuttle for individuals…and has an exclusive shuttle option for groups of 20 or more…they charge $6.00 per 
person for that (no tax), and will designate a specific departure point at the hotel and a dedicated bus to bring guests over; the return bus in not 
exclusive.  There is also free parking for those who will be driving. 

 
The General Jackson Showboat is wheelchair accessible, but the upper deck is restricted.  Casual attire is recommended; cash bar; cruise is 

non-smoking; there are interior rooms in case of inclement weather.  The cruises are appropriate for all ages.  See you in Nashville. 
 

Lenora Hanna, Chair 
On-to-International Convention 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Reservations and payment (checks made out to NE-IA District Kiwanis)  
need to be made at least 30 days prior to the dinner (by May 24) 

Return form with payment to: 
Frank Murphy Secretary, NE-IA Kiwanis District 

501 Raider Dr, Williamsburg IA  52361 
 
 

____ I/we will be attending the dinner/cruise ($37/person)               
 
____ I/we will want to take advantage of the exclusive shuttle ($6/person)     Amount enclosed __________________ 
 
____ I/we will be driving 
  
____ I/we will be staying at the Gaylord Opryland Resort 
 
____ I/we will be staying at another location __________________________________________________________ 
 
 Any special needs ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) ____________________________________________    Phone # ____________________________________ 
 
Email ______________________________________________    Cell Phone # ________________________________ 
 
There will be no refunds after May 24th.  
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Kiwanis International Convention 
Registration 
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NIK Foundation Announces 
Funding for Four Club Grants 

  
In executive committee session in Omaha, the Nebraska-Iowa Ki-

wanis District Foundation recently agreed to fund grants submitted 
by four clubs during the last submission period.  Total for the grants 
was $24,000. 

 
Clubs receiving Foundation funds are Omaha North, Seward, Nor-

folk and Bellevue/Offutt.  Three of the grants were funded through 
the Holland bequest provided to the Foundation to support projects 
fielded by Nebraska clubs only.   

 
The Omaha North club received partial funding for their involve-

ment with schools providing new technology to students through an 
area school.  The NIF grant will match up to $5,500 of a total request 
in excess of $11,000.   

 
The Foundation committee felt that partial funding was justified to 

encourage the club members to solicit area business and foundations 
for additional money.  Under such guidelines, clubs are always wel-
come to submit supplemental requests as projects progress. 

 
Seward’s noon Kiwanis Club received $6,000 to enlarge their com-

mitment to the food backpack program through Seward’s Public 
Schools.  Some 25 club members volunteer weekly to unload ship-
ments, fill backpacks and distribute them to children for weekend 
meals they otherwise would not have.   

 
The object of the school-year program is to ensure that low or no-

income students will have food available outside the school lunch 
program.  Foundation grant money will go to purchase additional 
packs and fund support activities. 

 
Also addressing child hunger, Norfolk’s grant of $7,500 will go to 

provide “life-saving and nutritious meals for starving and mal-
nourished” children in developing nations and the United States.   

 
Club members purchase, pack and arrange distribution of packets 

which include soy protein, vitamins, dried vegetables and rice, plus 
required packing materials.  Labor is provided by Kiwanians and 
Sponsored Youth in the Norfolk area. 

 
A $5,000 grant to the Bellevue/Offutt Kiwanis Club will allow 

members to continue their association with the Bellevue Public 
Schools to construct an Early Childhood Nature Exploration Class-
room.  Plans call for Kiwanians to provide some construction assis-
tance, and make available teaching volunteers once the project is 
complete.   

 
Since completion of the Pediatric Trauma Kit project in the spring 

of 2008, NIF once again is able to provide grants to clubs whose pro-
jects meet the established criteria.  

 
All clubs in the Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District are welcome to 

submit grant applications for projects they feel are appropriate and 
which may be financially challenging locally.   

 
The application is available in Word format on the Nebraska-Iowa 

Kiwanis District Web site, and can be accessed through the Founda-
tion button.  All applications must be submitted via email, adhering 
to the deadlines of December 1 and June 1.   

A KIF Grant in Action 
Jane Erickson, Immediate Past President, KI Foundation 

 
What an incredible opportunity to see the Kiwanis International 

Foundation in action.  I was in Jamaica working and decided to 
make the trek across the country to experience a grant site for my-
self.   

 
The air was unbelievably hot and filled with so much dust. My 

clothes stuck to me as I walked from room to room in the school. 
The walls in this particular classroom were what we called chicken 
wire, the door frame made of rough 2 X 4s, the ceiling corrugated 
metal, and the high chair rail/bulletin board a 2 X 12.   

 
As I walked through the room I thought of one of my grandsons 

complaining of having to use an old laptop computer (2 years old) 
and compared that to the lack of technology I saw here.  Yet what 
struck me the most in this amazing little school up in the Blue 
Mountains near Kingston, Jamaica were the smiles and openness of 
the children.   

 
The local Circle K club had received a grant from the Kiwanis 

International Foundation to furnish this classroom they’d built them-
selves.  The children here bubbled over with delight and thanked the 
foundation over and over for helping them with their new class-
room.   

 
They proudly showed me their desks, their books, their maps, and 

their globe.  Although they couldn’t find Bellevue, Nebraska on the 
map, they were delighted to play along.  One little girl even slipped 
her hand into mine, looked up, smiled sweetly and said, “Thank 
you, Mrs. Kiwanis, for helping us learn.”   

 
They made all my donations to the Kiwanis International Founda-

tion very real and very important.  I felt humbled and blessed to 
meet these beautiful children and have them share their grant, their 
classroom and their hearts with me. 

Iowa Children’s Cancer Connection 
Governor Don’s Visit to Division 10 

 
The clubs of Division 10 donated food for a spaghetti dinner to the 

Iowa Children's Cancer Connection in honor of Governor Don's offi-
cial visit to the division March 25th.The Children's Cancer Connec-
tion provides camping experiences for children with cancer as well 
as their siblings and family members. 

 
Tiffany Spinner, Director 

of Donor Relations for the 
Children's Cancer Connec-
tion spoke of the need for a 
place for children with can-
cer and their families to go 
to "get away" from the day
-to-day world of living 
with cancer. Her organiza-
tion allows that to happen.  
Governor Don stated that 
this is exactly what Kiwanis is all about: providing service to the 
children of our communities and that it was an honor to be recog-
nized this way. 

 
Pictured are (l to r) President of Toledo-Tama Kiwanis Marilyn 

Moses, President of Newton Noon, Jason Lauterbach, Newton Noon 
program chairman Bob Lane, Lt. Governor Linda Dodd Smith, Tif-
fany Spinner and Governor Don Glenn. 
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Seward Charters Second Kiwanis Club 
 
Just a couple of hours after Seward’s first tornado warning of the 

year, a new Kiwanis service club was chartered at the Seward Lied 
Senior Center.  The new club, the Helping Hands Kiwanis of Seward 
is entirely focused on children’s initiatives and projects.   

 
“It is our intent to serve the needs of children and make a differ-

ence in their lives,” said NE-IA Kiwanis Governor-elect, Ron Petsch 
of Milford.  Petsch is also a member of the newly formed organiza-
tion and has been working with this team over the past year. Kiwanis 
is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the 
world, one child and one community at a time. 

 
Newly inducted Helping Hands President, Herb Brown, said “We 

had 2 clubs that cancelled their attendance at the Charter at the last 
moment because of the severe weather conditions, but we still ended 
up with a full house.”   

 
Kiwanis members from Milford, Seward, York, Lincoln, Kearney, 

Grand Island, Waverly, Bellevue, and Des Moines, IA were repre-
sented.  Both the Seward and Milford Kiwanis Clubs were sponsors 
of the new group. 

 
Steve Siemens, a motivational speaker and former Kiwanis Inter-

national President, was the keynote speaker.  His presentation on the 
“Pursuit of Excellence” was an outstanding reminder of what organi-
zations of this type need to do to serve and to make a difference in 
their community. 

Officers of the club were installed by Don Glenn, Governor of the 
NE-IA Kiwanis District.  They are: Herb Brown - President, Kandi 
Brown - President-elect, Marci Fehlhafer - Secretary, and Sheri 
Janssen - Treasurer.  The Board of Directors are: Leroy Lehr, Frank 
O’Connor, Sarah Klein-Mooney, Mindy Hays, Denise Janssen, and 
Dan Hays. 

 
Helping Hands Kiwanis meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each 

month at 6:30 PM in the second floor conference room at Cattle 
Bank. 

 New NE-IA Kiwanis District Website 
 
Since last year, we have been working on the development of a 

new NE-IA Kiwanis District Web site and  have been migrating in-
formation to the new Web site and including new information on 
the new website.    

The new Web site address is:  www.ne-ia.kiwanisone.org.   If 
you have an suggested improvements, please forward them to the 
webmaster@nikiwnais.org.  

2008-09 Calendar of Events 
for NE-IA Kiwanis District 

May 1-2 2009-2010 Lt. Governor Training 

Jun  7-12 Camp OK, Nebraska 4-H Center South of Gretna, 
Nebraska 

Jun 12 Kiwanis Club of Des Moines, 90th Birthday Party 

Jun 15 Kiwanis District Golf Outing, Blank Golf Course, 
Des Moines (hosted by Des Moines Kiwanis)  

Jun 25-28 Kiwanis International Convention, Nashville, TN 

Aug 14-16 NE-IA District Convention, Holiday Inn Central, 
Omaha, NE 

Oct 16-18 Iowa Key Leader Camp , St. Charles, IA 

Nov 7-9  Nebraska Key Leader Camp , Gretna, NE 

John Rhodes of Beatrice Kiwanis 
65 Years of Kiwanis Service 

 
Mayor Dennis Schuster congratu-
lates John Rhodes on his 65 years 
of service to the Beatrice Kiwanis 
Club and community.   
 
Also pictured is Nancy Gerdes 
Club President.  Congratulations 
John from all of us. 

Hastings Kiwanis 
Kids Against Hunger®  

Members of the Hastings Kiwanis Club, concerned about the 
growing tragedy of world hunger, formed a new committee within 
the club to find a way to make a difference.   
 
The kickoff event at the Adams County Fairgrounds, gave people a 
chance to see what Kids Against Hunger® is all about. Members of 
Kiwanis and Key Club were on hand to serve BBQ pork sandwiches 
for a free will donation to raise money for this endeavor.  
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The Kiwanian is published six times 

a year in December, February, April, 
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POSTMASTER: Address Changes 
To: NE-IA Kiwanis, 501 Raider Drive, 
Williamsburg, Iowa 52361. Periodicals 
postage paid at Williamsburg, Iowa, 
and at additional mailing offices. 

MANAGING EDITOR: Frank 
Murphy, 501 Raider Drive, Williams-
burg, Iowa 52361, phone: 319-331-
9926, e-mail: secretary@nikiwanis.org. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
Mailing lists for the Kiwanian are main-

tained by the NE-IA District Office. If you 

have moved, or are about to move, please 

submit a change of address to your club 

secretary promptly and ask him/her to notify 

us, as well as Kiwanis International.  

This will assure continuity of delivery and 

save the district hundreds of dollars in fees 

charged by the Postal Service for incorrect 

addresses each year.     Thanks! 

Periodicals Postage 

When you see this symbol in or beside a story or picture in the 
Kiwanian, you’ll know there is more information on our Web 
site, www.nikiwanis.org. 

Correction 
In the Feb-Mar Kiwanian, we incorrectly stated that the charter cost 
for a K-Kids Club was $460, which included gong, gavel, and ban-
ner.  However it is actually $150 and does not include those items. 

Story short, they did all the publicity, collected food, donations, 
and helped serve a fundraising dinner.  Over 500 residents from our 
community attended and we ran out of food!!  The kids were eager 
and proud and really claimed "ownership" of Ashlie and clamored 
all around her that evening.  They were able to give her a check for 
over $12,500!!!!!! 

 
The sad ending to the story is that Ashlie died on February 13th - 

just a couple weeks before her transplant was scheduled.  It has been 
an emotional week for me because we have known her family for-
ever.  But I am so proud that the K-Kids were able to know Ashlie 
and feel the joy of giving and helping her. 

 
The family has said over and over how much the K-Kids have 

meant to them.  The Kids came to the visitation, brought a plant, a 
balloon, and a K-Bear!  K-Kids were even mentioned by the pastor 
during the funeral. 

 
I thought you would understand what an experience this has been 

for the K-Kids. We are so grateful that we could offer this opportu-
nity to them, and we are grateful that persistent people worked so 
hard to get us to form the Kiwanis Golden K.  Otherwise, we would 
never have seen this "miracle". 

 
Thank you so much for your leadership and the role model you 

have been by your life and membership in Kiwanis. 

Fairbury Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 

As part of the Read Across America project the Fairbury, NE Ki-
wanis Club served almost 400 people for the Fairbury elementary 
schools to raise money for free books.  

 
Enough money was raised that every student pre-K through 6th 

grade each received two books, approximately 1000 books and the 
principal is now a new Kiwanis member!  

Nevada K-Kids Fundraising 
Mary Ann Gardner, Past President’s 

e-Mail to Mark Holmer, Immediate Past Governor 
I just wanted to share a special story with you about the Nevada 

Central Elementary K-Kids group that made your newsletter last 
year.  Some of that group "graduated up" to our club of 5th & 6th 
graders this year.  But our 3rd & 4th graders under the supervision of 
Sue Seaton really had part in a recent miracle. 

 
Last fall, the K-Kids asked our Golden 

K group to help them put on a fundrais-
ing dinner for Ashlie Duit (see picture).  
Ashlie was a young 20 year old graduate 
of Nevada High School who had a life 
long battle with disease and her family 
had overwhelming financial worries.  

 
Ashlie visited them in the classrooms 

and told them about what she was going 
through and answered their questions, 
and charmed them with her smile and 
bubbly manner. 

                           (Continued in top right column) 

Words of Wisdom 
 Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire did, but backwards 

and in high heels. - Bob Thaves 

 Tact is the knack of making a point without making an enemy. 
- Isaac Newton 

 Wisdom is what's left after we've run out of personal opinions. 
- Cullen Hightower 

 I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work. 
- Thomas A. Edison 

 What's another word for Thesaurus? - Steven Wright 

 Forgive your enemies, but never forget their names. - John F. 
Kennedy 

 Judge a man by his questions rather than his answers. - Vol-
taire 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/38137.html�
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29899.html�
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/32962.html�
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/30392.html�
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