2018 Kiwanis International Signature Project Submission

1. First and last name of person submitting project description

Gordon Kotab

2. Your email address
3. Your mailing address
4. Name of district

Minnesota-Dakotas District

5. First and last name of district governor

Dan Leikvold

6. Name of club owning the signature project

Sturgis Golden K Kiwanis Club

7. First and last name of club president

Duane Boy

8. Club president’s email address
9. Name of signature project

Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry

10. Has the district governor approved the submission of this project? Yes No
11. Describe the project. Is it a service project, fundraiser or event (such as a large event that is
not a fundraiser or service project)? The Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry is a community food
source for those who are less fortunate. It is a building filled with wholesome nutritious foods
that are obtainable by those who are in need. The Food Pantry is serviced by our Kiwanis
members and other community volunteers.
12. Describe the community need being met through the project. Was a community assessment
completed to determine the need? How was the need discovered? [Please complete all questions
using 200 words or less] For many years there were assessments and surveys done in the
community and the lack of a regular food source for the needy was ALWAYS at the top of the
list. Through numerous unsuccessful attempts to provide the community with a permanent and
consistent food supply, Kiwanis took possession of the project in 1992. The Sturgis Kiwanis
Food Pantry meets the needs of the community by providing food for nearly 245 families each
month and has done so consistently for the last several years. In 2017 the pantry averaged 244
families per month. In 2016 the average was 243 and in 2015 the average was 245 families per
month.
13. Describe the population being served by the project. Please be as specific as possible and
define the age group served and number of people served or helped. The Sturgis Kiwanis Food
Pantry serves low income families with ages ranging from infants to seniors. In 2017 the Sturgis
Kiwanis Food Pantry consistently provided food for approximately 244 families each month. A

total of 4,834 needy family members were provided with food during 2017.
14. How does the project benefit children? The Food pantry provides nutritious food for
families to prepare healthy meals. All family members, especially children, benefit from healthy
meals. As a result of healthy meals, children develop mentally and physically which improves
learning. Our volunteers provide recipes and suggestion for preparing healthy meals.
15. How many people attended the project? In the last three years 8790 families were provided
food by the Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry.
16. How many people were served or helped? In the last three years 13,256 family members
received a nutritious meal as a result of our service project.
17. How many Kiwanis members participated? Twenty-one Sturgis Golden K Kiwanis Club
members participate in our project each month. Five or Six members participate each day that
the Food Pantry is open.
18. Is the project recurring? If it was the first time, is it planned to be recurring? If so, describe
its frequency (annual, monthly, every other year, etc.). Yes, the project is recurring. The project
has been ongoing since 1992. The Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry is open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings.
19. Are there Kiwanis partners involved in the project? If so, which partners and what is their
role? There are no Kiwanis partners.
20. Are there other partners (outside of Kiwanis International’s official partners) involved in the
project? If so, which partners and what is their role? Yes, we have many partners: The John T.
Vucerevich Foundation, Indian Motorcycle of Sturgis, Sturgis Alliance of Churches, The City of
Sturgis, Meade County Housing, Meade County, Community Action Program, Lynn’s Dakota
Mart, Grocery Mart, First Interstate Bank, Scott Petersons, Hersrud’s of Sturgis, Meade County
Schools, Sacrison Paving and The Sturgis Chamber of Commerce.
21. Describe how the Kiwanis brand is promoted throughout the project. We have news releases,
TV, Public fundraisers and visibility of our Food Pantry building. The name “Sturgis KIWANIS
Food Pantry” is indicative to those who travel through our doors that the local Kiwanis Club is
the sponsor of this worthwhile community project.
22. How is the project promoted? The Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry is promoted by local
organizations and leaders who are in contact with persons who are seeking food assistance. They
include church leaders, Meade County Housing, and Meade County Court House, to name a few.
In addition, the Club has two fundraisers each year.
23. Describe the media coverage your project received. The project is promoted through
community fundraisers, grants newsletters, news releases, TV interviews, and Chamber of
Commerce and Church bulletins.

24. How many social media shares were made? The Sturgis Golden K Kiwanis Club does
maintain a Facebook page. Several posts from the Facebook page have been shared.
25. How does the project attract new members? Several new members have stated that they
joined the Club as a result of learning, via local television or newspaper articles, about the
Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry project. Many have stated that they wanted to be a part of this
worthwhile, giving project.
26. How many new members were gained through the project? At least six new members joined
the club as a direct result of the Sturgis Kiwanis Food Pantry project. The club has gained new
members for the last several years because of the Food Pantry Project.
27. What is the total cost of the project (if applicable). Not Applicable.
28. What is the per-member cost of the project? (if applicable: total cost divided by total
membership number). Not Applicable.
29. What is the per-member amount of funds raised by the project? (if applicable: total profit
divided by total membership number). Not Applicable.
30. What are the total funds raised by the project (if applicable). Not Applicable
31. Did members of any Service Leadership Programs clubs participate? Yes, members of the
AKtion Club, K-Kids, Builders Club and Key Club participate in our food drives.
32. Please add any additional comments in support of the project.
Up to 5 supporting documents can be uploaded, including media coverage, event flyers,
photographs, etc. See the five (5) attached pictures and articles.

