
Key Leader 

Key Leader changes lives! Key Leader is a program for today's emerging 
leaders. This life-changing event focuses on service leadership as the first, 
most meaningful leadership development experience. A Key Leader will 
learn the most important lesson of leadership— leadership comes from 
helping others succeed. 

Participation in the program begins with attending a Key Leader 
conference, which is a weekend retreat for teens age 14-18. Workshops, 
lectures and team-building activities take place over the course of the 
weekend, providing opportunities to grow in confidence, make new friends 
and learn skills that can be taken back to the school community. Positive 
interaction with other Key Leader "graduates" can offer continuing 
reinforcement, encouragement and growth of leadership skills. 

Since 2005, there have been more than 16,000 graduates throughout the 
United States, Canada, Grand Cayman, Brazil, El Salvador, Singapore and 
Malaysia. 

Key Leader weekend this year is April 28— 30, 2017 at FaHoLo Conference 
Center in Grass Lake (10 minutes east of Jackson). 

Registration will begin after January 2017.  Please contact Carol Abadie, Key 
Leader Chair at Cabadie@comcast.net 734-624-1190 or 734-675-5033 to 
find out more about the Key Leader Program. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE FOR FAQS, INCLUDING COSTS 
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KEY LEADER FAQS 
WHAT IS KEY LEADER? 

Key Leader is Kiwanis International's leadership education program for students, primarily in high school. The 
Key Leader mission is to provide a life-changing experience that inspires young people to achieve their 
personal best through service leadership. 

WHO CAN ATTEND A KEY LEADER EVENT? 

Events are open to all students ages 14 to 18, including those currently in a Kiwanis student group such as Key 
Club and students who have not yet been a part of a Kiwanis family program. There is no limit on the number 
of participants from the same school. 

WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEKEND? 

Students will arrive for registration from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and depart after 11 a.m. on Sunday. All 
lodging, meals and activities are at the event site during that time. Check out the Key Leader sample weekend 
agenda. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT A KEY LEADER WEEKEND? 

The students have large- and small-group activities, with a combination of lectures, discussion, interactive 
activities and audio-visual presentations. Every weekend will offer a lot of fun with new friends. 

WHICH ADULTS WILL BE PRESENT DURING THE WEEKEND? 

A professional Key Leader facilitator will lead the event. This facilitator brings to the program excellent 
experience working with young people, and has successfully completed a training course on the curriculum.  
Each Kiwanis district provides trained adult volunteers to coordinate the logistics and supervise students. 
Kiwanis International completes a limited criminal history background check on all of the adults who will be 
present for the weekend. 

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? 

The all-inclusive cost is $250 for each student. A school, Kiwanis club, community organization, religious group, 
family or others can sponsor a student and pay the cost. 

ARE THERE STUDENT LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES DURING KEY LEADER? 

Yes, Students in 11th and 12th grades who have previously attended a Key Leader event may apply to be 
student facilitators. Fill out the application available on the Register Now page. The fee for student facilitators 
is $175. 

HOW DO STUDENTS REGISTER? 

Go to www.key-leader.org and click on the Register. Click on the arrow next to Filter By and select Date, scroll 
down to Faholo Conference Center and click on Register. Be ready to provide basic contact information, 
including an email address. Students will need to list the adult or organization who is paying their fee (the 
sponsor). After completing this form, the registration can be paid by credit card or an invoice will be sent to 
the student, the nominator and the sponsor. That invoice needs to be paid by check or credit card before the 
student will be accepted. A $25 late fee will be charged to those that wait to register within 7 days of the 
event. 

WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT KEY LEADER? 

Go to www.key-leader.org to see the schedule of events which includes dates, locations, event 
contact information and the lead facilitator for each event. Email your questions to the contact for the 
event that interests you. You many also direct questions to the Key Leader staff at Kiwanis 
International or contact Michigan District Chair Carol Abadie at: Cabadie@comcast.net  Home: 734-
675-5033  Cell: 734-624-1190. 

http://www.key-leader.org/
http://www.key-leader.org/Find-Key-Leader-Events/KeyLeaderLocationsandDates.aspx
http://www.key-leader.org/Connect/Contact-Key-Leader.aspx
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