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Serving the children of the world

Governor’s
Message{ }

That was the 
challenge issued by 
Kiwanis International 
President, Gunter 

Gasser, as he addressed Kiwanians 
in his keynote address at the 99th 
Kiwanis Birthday Party.   The 
room was filled with 205 people 
representing over 50 clubs, which 
included International Trustee, Poly 
Lot from the Philippines and a large 
contingent from Ontario Canada. 
Distinguished guests included First 
lady Christiana Gasser, President-
elect, Dr. John Button and his 
wife, Debbie, Vice-President, Sue 
Petresin, District Governor Stan 
Nelson and his wife Gerri and 
Governor-elect, Rebekah Hildreth. 
Former International President 
Gene Overholt was also there.  The 
Master of Ceremony was Detroit No.1 
President, Eric Sabree.

 President Gunter reminded the 
revelers that Kiwanis International’s 
mission is to serve the local clubs.  
But, he reiterated that Kiwanis 100th 
birthday gift to the world is the 
Elimination of Maternal Neonatal 
Tetanus (ELIMINATE) which strikes 
the poorest of the poor women and 
children.   The evening was capped 
by the announcement that $1800 
had been generated for ELIMINATE 
from the Silent auction proceeds – 1000 lives will be saved or 
protected.  What a Birthday Present!!!

More pictures of the 99th Birthday Party can be seen on the 
Detroit Kiwanis Facebook page.

“Build a Bridge to the Future for Children”

Winter is the time when 
Mother Nature makes many of 
us feel like going into hiberna-
tion, but NOT for Kiwanians! 
This should be our time to en-
ergize, a time to ‘enhance’ our 
programs. Families need our 
help more than either.

It’s also a time to follow-up 
with folks that you may have 
asked to be part of your club. 
Some examples are:

• Previous club meeting 
speakers. 

• Someone who has 
helped your club ringing 
for the Salvation Army. 

• A parent of one of your 
Key Clubbers. 

• A staff member, or sup-
port person of an Akton 
club member.

• A fellow worker.

• Someone who serves 
with you at your church or 
synagogue.

…continued on page 3 
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These people already know our passion for serving. Invite them to formally serve as a member of our family 
-  as a Kiwanian!

Great News! The Michigan District is currently leading all of the other Districts in the United States in percent-
age growth (membership AND new club building)! We Still Have Work To Do!

Our great, energetic Circle K and Key Club officers are busy planning their respective District Conventions. 
They could use scholarships, or grants to allow financially ‘strapped’ students to attend. They could use dona-
tions for raffles and similar fund raisers. They need for you to let them know that you will be there by registering.

This year we have re-activated the Michigan District Strategic Planning Committee. John Steele is doing a 
fine job as its chairman. The committee members currently comprise of a few past governors and lieutenant 
governors, the governor-elect, and the current governor. The purpose of strategic planning is to formalize a 
general plan for preparing the District’s future.

Their first priority is to have a new Executive Director in place when our current Director, Al Dailey, decides 
that his much deserved retirement day has arrived. The committee has ‘re-tooled’ the tasks, rewritten the job 
description, and received candidate applications. At the time of this release, we are in the process of interview-
ing candidates, with a final selection soon to follow.

Spring Divisionals are coming. Something new to some of them is the addition of offering a training session 
prior to the usual main program. The last few years have resulted in reduced attendance to both 
of our training and spring divisional venues. Contrary to what you may have heard, the materials 
offered at our training sessions ARE NOT the same year-after-year! Linda Lawther (our District 
Education Chair) does an excellent job making sure that the presented material is current, and 
hopefully, presenting something that you find interesting.

Spring Divisionals are labeled as the official governor’s visit to your area. As your Governor, I 
intend to make these gatherings more than just a visit and an awards ceremony. I would 
hope that I could report on issues, concerns, or positive experiences that relate to your 
Michigan District. It would be helpful if you jot down your comments and either share 
them with your Division’s Lieutenant Governor, the District Office, or to me directly. I 
would like to have some time to research the topic so that I can share with those of you 
who will be attending.

Stan Nelson
Governor, Michigan District of Kiwanis

Governor’s
Message{ }

Continued from Page 1…

Stan Nelson
2012-13 
Governor
Michigan District
sjnelson04@charter.net

mailto:sjnelson04%40charter.net?subject=Michigan%20Builder
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Governor
Elect{ }

Rebekah Hildreth
2013-14 Governor-Elect
Michigan District
rebekahseventplanning@gmail.com

– Rebekah Hildreth

“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” 
            ~Mahatma Gandhi

 Many of us have heard this quote before, but have you ever stopped to ponder its true meaning and 
the tender spirit behind these words. Twelve simple words, yet when arranged in this fashion, it can not only 
transform the life of others but your life as well. As servant leaders, it is important for us to remember and 
remain focused on this thought. Simply put, lead by example. The word lead, by definition, is categorized as 
a verb. So lead with your actions. Live the change you want to see. Leadership is not a position or a title; it 
is an action and an example.

Take a minute to think about what you do to be a good example. Are you the one who comes early to 
events, meetings and fundraisers? Do you volunteer to chair an activity? Are you a role model to others in 
your community? To me there is nothing more rewarding than to see the face of a child whose life I have 
personally touched. This serves as motivation enough for me to be the change I want to see.

In my early years as a Kiwanian I was able to deliver a birthday present to a child who was living in a 
Kiwanis transitional home after he was removed from his family’s home and became a ward of the state. 
He had written a note saying he loved art and drawing was a way he expressed his negative emotions. So I 
purchased him his own pencil set and a sketch pad. This was a straightforward gift that addressed the boy’s 
interests. I was able to personally deliver this small contribution to this young man. As he opened it, his eyes 
widened and words of wonder and gratitude rolled from his lips. He ran up and gave me a hug then started 
to sob. He looked up at me with tears in his eyes and mumbled, “I’ve never had a new pencil before.” From 
then on, I have brought new pencils and other school supplies to the house when I am able to visit. 

We must be the change. As members of this great organization we are charged with living a life of 
humble service. I could have never imagined how much a pencil could have meant to a teenage boy. That 
day truly changed my life and changed my perspective of things. I gave a little more, I expected a little less 
and I saw firsthand how I could change the life of another person. He talked about that day until he was 

placed with a foster family.  Unfortunately, I could not stay in touch but I know in 
that one moment that boy felt a sense of pride and ownership but more importantly 
he also felt loved and knew someone cared about him.

This is just one of many stories of how Kiwanians have touched the lives of 
others. It is my hope that one day that boy will be the change he wishes to see 
in the world. A single act of kindness can change a life. No deed is too small and 
no smile is too little. So, “You MUST be the change you wish to see in the world.” 
Reflect on this and ask yourself how will you change someone’s life?

Keep up the good work in this new year of change!

Yours in Service,
Rebekah Hildreth, Governor-Elect

A single act of kindness can change a life. No deed is 
too small and no smile is too little. So, “You MUST be the 
change you wish to see in the world.” Reflect on this and ask 
yourself how will you change someone’s life?



Kiwanis 
M i c h i g a n

5  February/March 2014 Issue 

Executive
Director{ }

Al Dailey
Executive Director
Michigan District
al.mikiwanis@sbcglobal.net

Have you 
Shared 
the News 
recently?

The Michigan District offers a 
great opportunity to showcase 
the successes of your Club, your 
members and your community.

Your successes when published 
reward your members for service 
and provide ideas to other Kiwanis 
clubs.  The following guidelines 
will help get your information 
published:

Articles:
Provide the basic information that 

includes your club name, division, 
what was done, who benefitted, 
when it was accomplished, and how 
it was accomplished.

Narrative can be attached to an 
email in Word, or edited and typed 
in the body of your email.

Pictures:
Send any pictures 

as attachments (not 
included in the body 
of a document) in 
highest resolution 
possible.  Pictures 
downloaded from the web are 
generally not acceptable.

Identify persons in pictures, 
and try and use action pictures 
rather than poses of acceptances, 
podium speakers, and groups in 
rows.  Usually only one or two 
pictures will be used, so choose 
wisely.

Submit:
Send your email and attachments 

to:  al.mikiwanis@sbcglobal.net,    
Subject Line: Builder

Deadlines: for our six     
issues: Sept. 7, Nov. 7., Jan. 7, 
Mar. 7, May 7, and July 7.

Given the progress of the Strategic Committee it is certainly looking 
like this message or the next will be my last opportunity to share some 
perspective and observations about our great and historic Michigan District.

This past weekend was truly a Kiwanis weekend that included a District 
Board meeting, the Kiwanis Birthday Party, a Foundation Board meeting and 
the Charter celebration of our newest club (Downriver West).

As I think about the hundreds of meetings, both club and District that I 
have attended over the last ten years, there has been a common theme to 
all…how do we make Kiwanis bigger and better?  My recollection of many of 
those meetings suggests that Kiwanis enthusiasm often gets in the way of 
progress.  How can that be?  I am sure you may have the same observation 
that many group discussions end up in either of two ways:  off topic early in 
the discussion, or the refusal of individuals to agree to an action unless it 
incorporates their personal solution.

Our Kiwanis needs are very basic.  How do we attract new members 
and how do we keep our clubs vital and relevant in the name of service to 
children?  I have often joked that problems are best solved with a committee 
of less than 2.  In fact, what I suggest is that once you establish your issues 
and priorities…find the one most enthusiastic Kiwanian in your club with a 
passion for growth (people skills) or fundraising (organizational skills), and 
let them run with their ideas.  The rest of us need to pledge our support in 
any way possible.

The only other significant avenue of success in any organization is to 
have energetic and prepared leadership, and that is a topic on its’ own, but 
something we all need to consider whether our club is 10 members or 200.

I am guessing that when my responsibilities end 
as Executive Director, I will have more time to devote 
to the issues I believe most important and I have 
conveyed that interest to a few District Chairs.  Feel 
free to remind me of that pledge if you ever see my 
participation in Kiwanis decline.  

As current Governor Stan says…”We still have 
Work to Do”.

mailto:al.mikiwanis%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Michigan%20Builder
mailto:al.mikiwanis%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Michigan%20Builder
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District 
Convention 
Kalamazoo

It’s not too early to plan on 
participating in the 97th Annual 
Convention of the Michigan District 
of Kiwanis.  Your plan should include 
electing delegates early in 2014, 
providing a budget to defray some 
or all of the costs for your officers 
to attend, and participating in your 
upcoming Spring Divisional events 
where more information will be 
available.

Convention Chair John Steele from 
the Kiwanis Club of Kalamazoo is 
working hard with the District office to 
assure that the Radisson Plaza Hotel 
is the place to celebrate Kiwanis, 
Thursday, August 14 to Sunday, August 
17.

Attendees can expect enthusiastic 
interaction with our Service Leadership 
programs, Exhibitors of project and 
fundraising ideas, education on a 
variety of topics related to Leadership 
and Kiwanis activity, a Fun Night at the 
Air Zoo (amazing place), the election of 
officers, and much more.

Things to see and do at the Air 
Zoo:

• Space Shuttle
• Mission to Mars
• Bi-plane Ride
• Full-Motion Flight 

Simulators
• Paratrooper Jump
• 3D theatre and more!

Click here for virtual tour:

http://www.airzoo.org/page.php?menu_id=167
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Jeanette Harris, Detroit #1 Club 
for divisions 1,3,4,5,7 & 9 
Phone 248.752.1747
e-mail: jharris48@yahoo.com 

Joseph Scheuring, Chelsea Club
for divisions 10,11,12,13,14 & 16
Phone 734.426.3586
e-mail: scheuring5@aol.com 

David Garland, Charlevoix Club 
for divisions 17,18,19,20,21 & 22
Phone 231.547.6707
e-mail: dcgarland@sbcglobal.net 

Multi-Divisional 
Coordinators

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 
PROJECT 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 
PROJECT 

We in the Michigan district are continuing to save lives with your 
donations and pledges, but there are still many mothers and their new-
borns still dying of Maternal/Neonatal Tetanus (MNT). Our latest report 
is showing the district at $792,364.88 raised with donations and 
pledges which have saved 440,203 lives with 69% club participa-
tion but only 30% of our target goal of $2,611,472.00.  The Michigan 
district can be proud of our accomplishments as we continue achieving our target goal.

Even though the district is doing great with this project, still mothers and their newborns are dying of 
MNT.  Clubs need to come forward and support the project by either committing to become a Model Club 
or a Global Service Society (G.S.S.) recognition  with a Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum or Diamond level. 
Your Multi-Division Coordinators listed below right, Division Coordinators or myself can help you obtain 
this level of recognition. I have 24 additional clubs on the radar to 
become  Model Clubs for a total of  $635,500 saving 353,056 lives.  
With the 24 clubs committing to a Model Club status we will have 
raised our percentage to goal from 30% to 55%.

Once again Kiwanis is partnering with UNICEF and this time raising 
money to eliminate MNT. With Kiwanis raising the money, UNICEF 
needs at least six months before they can administer shots to these 
mothers. We as Kiwanians must act now and commit our clubs 
to become  Model Clubs or attain a G.S.S recognition level, and 
remember that every $1.80 will save one mother from MNT.  

The Michigan district needs to save an additional 1,010,614 lives 
by the time we celebrate our achievement in June 2015. We can do 
this as we have already saved over 440,000 lives and with everyone 
working toward our goal  for the district it will be achieveable.  
Let’s support our Sue as she becomes the first women serving as 
President of Kiwanis International for the 2015-16 Kiwanis year 
and show the world that not only do we support Sue but we have 
achieved our goal and helped eliminate MNT.   

Please contact a Multi-Division Coordinator as listed, division 
coordinator or myself and we will guide you through this process on 
becoming a Model Club or a G.S.S. status.    

Thank you all for being a Kiwanian as we are saving lives.

Richard A. Buttery 
Michigan District Coordinator for the Eliminate Project
E-mail: rjbuttery@charter.net
Phone 269.349.1859

mailto:rjbuttery@charter.net
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District
NEWS{ }

KIWANIS/ 
MICHIGAN 

STATE 
POLICE 

ACADEMY
  The Kiwanis/Michigan State Police Law 
Enforcement Career Academy will take place 
July 13 – 18, 2014 at the Michigan State Police 
Training Academy, 7426 Canal Rd. Lansing, MI.  
This will be the 39th year Kiwanis Clubs in the 
Michigan District have sponsored high school 
students to this outstanding career opportunity.  
This program is especially designed for young 
adults who have an interest in law enforcement 
and related careers.

The Kiwanis Club secretaries have been 
sent the information for registration, eligibility, 
housing and what to expect.  The Career Acad-
emy Application and check for $400.00 must 
be submitted by a Kiwanis Club to the District 
Office by March 14, 2014.  Information is also 
available on the District Website. 

In 2013 the district office received 68 appli-
cations.  Because of limitations, only 60 will be 
accepted for this exceptional program.  Please 
don’t let your applicant be disappointed.  The 
Academy is a great program and it can change 
the life of your young cadet.

When you witness graduation on Friday, July 
18, 2014 at the training center, you will know 
your club is truly making a difference in the 
lives of young people and the citizens of our 
great state.

Applications 
DUE 

MARCH 14!

Summary of District Board 
Meeting, January 18, 2014

Governor Stan Nelson convened the meeting at the 
Suburban Showplace in Novi and welcomed special 
guest, Florencio “Poly” Lot, the Kiwanis International 
Trustee appointed to serve as Counselor to the 
Michigan District.

Reports were received from: Finance, Key Club, 
Michigan Foundation, Circle K, Member and Club 
Growth, Youth Protection, Project Eliminate, and 
Strategic Planning.

Action items included:
• Acceptance of the Charter Resignations from 

Northville Early Birds and Lakewood

• Approval of the Convention Budget for 2014

• Approval of the Finance Report

Discussion items included:
• Lt.Governor-Elect Vacancies

• Spring Divisional Agendas

• Club dues and reporting delinquencies

• Criteria for the 2014-15 District Distinguished 
program

• Progress on search for new Executive Director

• Schedule of information to clubs regarding Youth 
Protection requirements

Meeting Adjourned.
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Madison Heights…
This past 

December members 
of the Kiwanis Club of 
Madison Heights, along 
with their families, went to 
Cambridge Nursing Home to 
spread holiday cheer! Club 
members sang Christmas 
carols throughout the 
halls while delivering gifts to each resident. Scarves and handmade Christmas cards were 
the gifts of the year, fruit was also donated for later distribution by their staff. 

Caroling at Cambridge Nursing Home is an annual project that our club organizes.  This 
was the first year that one of our newest members was able to participate and this project 
exceeded her expectations! Katy said, “Giving at Christmastime is one of the most gratifying 
feelings and seeing the appreciative looks on the faces of residents as we passed out gifts 
was empowering.” 

One of the best parts of the project was walking into a common room where ten or 
so residents were gathered together to play Bingo. Club members walked down the hall 
caroling and the residents paused their game so we could take requests and sing a couple 
of songs for them. One lady in particular who sat in the middle of the room had the biggest 
smile spread across her face and she looked so overjoyed that we were there. It was one of 
those moments when you realize how lucky you are to be part of a club that is able to serve 
others and how much people at any age can brighten someone’s day by little actions.

This project reminded me, along with the rest of the club, that the spirit of giving, 
especially during the holiday season can go a long way.
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Club
NEWS{ }

Capitol City Aktion Club…
The Kiwanis Club of Delta Township will sponsor 

the newest Lansing area Aktion Club.  Pictured 
are Kiwanians Bonnie Lafay (on the left) and Betty 
McCastle who will serve as Kiwanis advisors along with Nathan Wood who will be the agency 
advisor.  

The Capitol City Aktion Club meets at Transitions North in Lansing.  T-North is part of the Tri-County 
Mental Health (Ingham-Eaton-Clinton) organization providing services and support to adults 
living with disabilities.  The Kiwanis club at its’ December 17 Aktion Club meeting, handed out 
Christmas cards and provided refreshments for the club’s holiday party.

Charlevoix/Bergmann Center Aktion 
Club donates to The Eliminate Project

On November 5th, 2013 at the Charlevoix Kiwanis 
meeting the Aktion Club of Charlevoix/Bergmann 
Center donated $500 to be used for the Eliminate 
Project.  The Eliminate Project is a Kiwanis/UNICEF 
project that aims to eliminate maternal/neonatal 
tetanus, a disease that kills one baby every nine 
minutes.  Aktion Club President Angela Hurchick 
presented the check.  The Aktion Club raised money  
all year and voted on giving to the Eliminate Project 
after learning more about this program at a recent 
meeting. The Eliminate Project saves lives and our 
club is so proud to be able to give to this project!

Mason Golden K…
Kiwanis Golden K of Mason Host Aktion Club Members 

Mason Golden K hosted their Rural Outreach 
Aktion Club at a Christmas Party on December 4.  
Kiwanians brought gifts to exchange with Aktion Club 
and Kiwanis members and a pancake breakfast was 
served to all.  The Rural Outreach Aktion Club was 
one of the first Aktion Clubs chartered in Kiwanis 
and the first in the Michigan District.  The Aktion 
Club member service includes maintaining upkeep 
on the benches around the downtown courthouse, 
distributing Chamber of Commerce flyers to 
downtown businesses, and participating alongside 
Kiwanians at Kiwanis Out Day, Kids Against Hunger packaging, and Peanut Day.  
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Club
NEWS{ }

Kiwanis Club of East 
Lansing Charters ISD 
Aktion Club…

East Lansing Kiwanians celebrated the chartering of the ISD Aktion Club at their holiday party on 
December 9. Pictured from left to right are Nicolas Bond Ingham Intermediate School District agency 
advisor to the Action Club, Dave Bueche past president and Kiwanis Club advisor to the Aktion Club, 
Gordon Schleicher Aktion Club Zone Advisor, Mark Meadows (holding charter) President East Lansing 
Kiwanis Club, and Sue Devon Aktion Club District Administrator. Aktion Clubs are Kiwanis Service 
Leadership Clubs for adults living with disabilities. They have doubled in number in the Michigan 
District during the last ten years now over 850 members in 32 clubs. Kiwanis is the only international 
service organization with this type of club.

Grosse Ile…
The Grosse Ile Kiwanis sponsored Builders Club, 128 members strong 

in 2013-2014, started out looking for 16 families to adopt, one for each 
homeroom in the Middle School, as a Christmas project.  
This proved to be difficult.  Then, under the direction 
of the faculty advisor, they initiated networking with 
people they knew.  This led to the school counselor 
who contacted a friend of hers who is the director of 
marketing for the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  As the 
two were talking the social worker for the Marion Law 
Academy in Detroit called, desperately looking for 
assistance with 50 coats their students needed as they 
were walking to school with no coats.  The Builders Club 
felt this was their calling.  A meeting was held with the 
faculty advisor and the club officers.  They took on the 
task.

 They had the principal of the Marion Law Academy 
come and address the student body at the Middle School on how important 
this need was.  The faculty advisor sent an email blast home to parents 
and the coats, hats, mittens, boots, clothes came pouring in!!  They well 
exceeded their needs – probably 150 coats and so much more!

St. Vincent de Paul brought out a truck and the Builders Club loaded it and 
then took a rented Trinity bus with about 20 kids and went to the Marion 
Law Academy.  They toured the school and the neighborhood (high crime 
rate) and then their students came to the library to shop for coats, mittens, 
boots and whatever else they wanted.  Grosse Ile students assisted in the 
choosing and fitting of the coats.  Detroit TV channels 7 and 4 were there.  Builders Club members 
ate lunch with the Marion Law Academy students and then returned home.

It was an amazing day and the Builders Club is going to try to keep communications open and 
perhaps do a student exchange in the future.

All this was done in only four days!  Resolution, caring and action really paid off.
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Club
NEWS{ }

Kiwanis Club of Lansing Hosts Dr. John Button…
Dr. John Button, Kiwanis International President-Elect and 

practicing physician, addressed Kiwanians on The Eliminate Project in Lansing on November 
21, 2013. This is an excerpt of that presentation. 

 
“Over the years, I have brought hundreds of babies into the world and I never had to 

worry about maternal-neonatal tetanus. The mothers had all had their tetanus shots. The 
birthing rooms and practices were clean and sterile.  And the obstetrician wasn’t too bad 
either. Sadly, such is not the case around the world today.

 There is no more joyful event in the life of a family than the birth of a child.  In just a few 
days, however, maternal-neonatal tetanus can turn the tears of joy into tears of grief and 
sorrow.

Tetanus is a cruel and swift killer. It kills one newborn baby every nine minutes. It kills one 
new mother every 20 minutes. Every year, 59,000 newborn babies are tragically killed by 
this entirely preventable infection. And each year 25,000 new mothers suffer the same fate.

Every year 8.2 million children under the age of five die of preventable illness.  41% of 
these deaths occur within the first month of life. In many areas of the world, tetanus is the 
major cause of these deaths.

Tetanus is an infection caused by a bacteria called Clostridium tetani. This bacteria is 
found all over the world, in soil, animal feces and decaying matter.  It is introduced into the 
body through wounds that occur during the birthing process. Once in the body, the bacteria 
rapidly multiply and produces a toxin, a poison, that specifically attacks the baby’s nervous 
system. The toxin makes the nervous system exquisitely sensitive to all external stimuli – 
sight, sound and touch.  Any stimulus can cause the baby to have excruciatingly painful and 
prolonged seizures, seizures that can be so violent as to tear muscles and break bones.

Curative treatment is rarely successful, even in the developed world.  It is expensive, 
difficult and in developing countries often wholly inadequate or just not there.  In this 
situation, a hypersensitive nervous system, the kindest treatment is the saddest treatment 
– sensory deprivation.  The baby is denied all external stimuli – sight, sound and touch. Its 
eyes are covered and cannot see the look of concern in a loving mother’s eyes. Its ears are 
plugged and cannot hear the tender words of a caring mother. And most tragically, the baby 
cannot be held and cradled in a mother’s loving arms. All a mother can do is sit helplessly 
and watch her baby die a death that is recognized as one of the most painful deaths known 
to man.

All of this is so unnecessary. It doesn’t need to happen at all. It shouldn’t happen at 
all. The United Nations calls the ongoing tragedy of maternal-neonatal tetanus a “silent 
scandal”. We have had the tools to end this scandal for years. Researchers discovered 
tetanus vaccine in 1897.  It became widely available in 1924. With three shots of vaccine 
costing 60 cents apiece, we can offer those in the developing world what we have taken for 
granted for decades – immunity to tetanus.  For $1.80, we can prevent a baby dying the 
sort of death that I described to you a few minutes ago.  

By choosing to serve the poorest of the poor [through the Eliminate Project], we, 
Kiwanians, are sending a loud message, a message that says:  “these women matter, they 
have the right to access safe health care, they deserve to give birth to healthy babies and 
their babies deserve the opportunity to achieve their full human potential”.”
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The Michigan District welcomes The Kiwanis Club of Downriver West, whose members 
celebrated their Charter night on Monday, January 20, 2014.

Club
NEWS{ }

The District Welcomes…
Kiwanis Club of Downriver West

“The only boundaries on me are 
those I place on myself; I can make my 
own dreams come true” inspirationally 
written by Shelly Wu Sher and held 
especially true for the members of the 
newly chartered Downriver West Kiwanis 
Club.  Several Kiwanians saw a need for 
service leadership programs within the 
local schools and decided that our only 
limits are what we place on ourselves.  
So about 10 members began to meet in 
local establishments in September 2013 
laying the foundation for our new club. 
By October 9, 2013 we were officially 
recognized as a Kiwanis club by Kiwanis 
International.

We completed several no cost service projects within our 
community and ensured that meetings were fast, fun and 
friendly.  Every member has a say in club activities, and all ideas 
are considered welcome.  The momentum of our new club grew 
quickly, and before we knew it, we were 25 members strong 
and sitting at Salute Special Events in Flat Rock, MI on Monday, 
January 20, to celebrate our charter evening.  We were blessed 
by the company of Kiwanis International President-Elect, Dr. 
John Button, Michigan District Executive Director, Al Dailey, 
Michigan District Governor-elect, Rebekah Hildreth, along with 
approximately 18 current and past Governors/Lt. Governors and 
12 other Kiwanis clubs as we graciously accepted our Charter 
from Kiwanis International.

Empowering is the word that best describes the message that Dr. Button provided to all 
present during his keynote speech.  He shared personal stories, history about the beginning 
of Kiwanis, and the difference in being a member of Kiwanis vs. being a Kiwanian.  These 
are the first of many memorable moments for the Downriver West Kiwanis Club - building 
bridges for the children of the future.
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Woodhaven…
At the December Woodhaven City Council Meeting, Mayor Pat 

Odette and Woodhaven City Council honored the achievements 
of the Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven on behalf of the City and it’s 
residents.

In her presentation, Mayor Oddette sited dozens of examples 
of the Club’s involvement in the community. The Mayor also 
thanked Woodhaven Kiwanians for all they do for the students 
of both the Woodhaven-Brownstown School District and the 
Gibraltar School District.

Upcoming Events

International Convention – Japan
Registration for the 99th annual Kiwanis International Convention will open in January 

2014. The convention will take place July 17–20, 2014. The exhibit hall, workshops and 
general sessions will be  at the Makuhari Messe International Convention Complex, 
located 2-1, Nakase, Mihama-ku, Chiba-City, 261-0023, Japan. Due to the convention 
center’s close proximity to all official hotels, no shuttle service will be available. 
 
If you register by April 1, you’ll be entered to win prizes such as dinners for two or tea 
ceremony tickets at a Japanese garden.

Click Here to Register for KI Convention Japan.

Mark your Calendars! July 17–20, 2014

http://www.m-messe.co.jp/en/index.html
Click Here to Register for KI Convention Japan.
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KEY  LEADER  2014

Registration is now open for the 2014 
George Brown Kiwanis KeyLeader 
Training! This year’s camp will again 
take place at FAHOLO Conference 
Center, outside Grass Lake, from May 
2-4. The KeyLeader committee is hard at work preparing for another fun and 
successful camp.

Students who attend KeyLeader participate in a variety of activities to 
develop their leadership skills, focusing on the tenets of integrity, personal 
growth, community building, respect, and the pursuit of excellence. The 
students take home valuable life lessons to leave a positive impact on their 
schools and communities.

Now is the time to find those young leaders from your community who 
might benefit from this action-packed weekend. Students in the 8th through 
12th grades are invited to participate, and they do not have to be Key Club 
or Builders Club members to attend -- in fact, some students have returned 
home from KeyLeader and put their skills to work building a brand new Key 
Club.

Last year’s camp reached full capacity, so be sure to register your stu-
dents as early as possible. Kiwanians can register students by visiting www.
key-leader.org and clicking on the blue “register” button. Registration is $175 
for Key Club members and $200 for non-Key Club members.
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March 2014

Active Clubs 166

Charter Suspended Clubs 2

District Beginning Membership  4857 members

Reporting Members  January 1, 2014 4958

Net Gain +101 members

In
Memoriam{ } 2013-14 Governor’s 

MEMBERSHIP TROPHY

AS WE GO TO PRESS

Mark Your 
Calendars!

February 2014

Congratulations to Cheboygan club for being the overall winner 
of the 2012-13 Governor’s Membership Trophy Award!

Midland +6

Swartz Creek +5

Net gain is from 10-1-13 thru 12-30-13 and includes only clubs 
with at least a net gain of +5 based on official membership 
numbers supplied by Kiwanis International.   

15	 Deadline	for	Clubs	to	file	IRS	990	forms
28 Clubs should have elected Delegates to KI Convention

1	 Spring	Divisional,	Divisons	11	and	12
8	 Spring	Divisional,	Divisons	1,	3,	and	7
14-16	 Key	Club	Convention,	Grand	Rapids
15	 Spring	Divisional,	Divisons	13	and	14
21-23	 Circle	K	Convention,	Macomb
22	 Spring	Divisional,	Divisons	17	and	19
29	 Spring	Divisional,	Divisons	9	and	10

VIRGINIA LERNER
 Delta Township

DONALD M. SMITH
 Garden City

ROSCOE DE VRIES
 Holland

AGNES J. JACOT
 Mason Golden K

HAL RICE
 St. Johns 707

DR. HENRY J. KLOS
 St. Joseph-Benton Harbor

RUSSELL D. STAHL
 Trenton
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