Illeiowan
NOVEMBER–DECEMBER 2020

inside
4
10
11
15

Guidelines Help Clubs Meet Safely
as Insurance Coverage Changes
Northlake Kiwanis Funds a New
Chess/Checkers Pavilion

Buckling Down
During the Pandemic
to Keep Kids Safe

Celebrating a Centenarian

eKIWANIS OF GREATER CHICAGO AND THE CAROL STREAM
POLICE DEPARTMENT HOLD THEIR 3RD ANNUAL CAR SEAT
SAFETY CHECK DAY

Holiday Embrace

page 7

Illeiowan
Volume 101, Issue 2
November–December 2020

The Illeiowan, ISSN 07463162, is generally
published bimonthly in January, March, May,
July, September and November.
The Illeiowan is the official publication of
the Illinois-Eastern Iowa District of Kiwanis
International:
10037 Old Sawmill Road
Bloomington, IL 61705-5242
Phone: (309) 378-0222
Fax: (309) 378-0033
E-mail: iioffice@iikiwanis.org
Deadlines: The 15th calendar day of each
odd-numbered month.
Member Info Changes: Any changes to your
address, phone number and/or email must be
submitted to your Club Secretary, who reports
these directly to Kiwanis International. Do not
send these changes to the District Office.

2020–21 I-I District Officers
GOVERNOR Mark Petersen
GOVERNOR-ELECT Angela Burford
TREASURER Penny Linneweh
IMMEDIATE PAST GOVERNOR
Charles Smith
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Andrea Raycraft

Advertise in the Illeiowan
Have your ad seen up to six times a year!
For advertising rates, schedules or other
information...
Visit www.iikiwanis.org
Email iioffice@iikiwanis.org
High-quality artwork can be sent to:
Andrea Raycraft
I-I District Office of Kiwanis International
10037 Old Sawmill Road
Bloomington, IL 61705-5242
Phone: (309) 378-0222
E-mail: iioffice@iikiwanis.org

Illeiowan Submissions
Send submissions for the Illeiowan to:
Dena McDonald, Illeiowan Editor
1324 Bryce Court, Normal, IL 61761
Phone: (309) 838-1922
Email: illeiowan@gmail.com
Include name and contact info. Digital photos
submitted should be high-resolution; low-quality
images may not be accepted. Paper photos will be
returned if requested. Contact Dena McDonald for
questions regarding usable file formats. Microsoft
Publisher files will not be accepted.

ON THE COVER: CAROL STREAM POLICE
OFFICER BRIAN RUDELICH SECURES A PINTSIZED PASSENGER IN HIS CAR SEAT DURING
eKIWANIS OF GREATER CHICAGO'S 3RD
ANNUAL CAR SEAT SAFETY CHECK DAY.

from the

GOVERNOR
2020–21

As I sit writing this, we are one month into
the new Kiwanis year. COVID seems to
be spiking once again and driving us back
to having only virtual meetings. The good
news is we know so much more now than
we did eight months ago. We can almost
seamlessly shift back to virtual meetings
without missing a beat. Again, I urge you
all to keep in touch with those members
not attending your virtual meetings. Make
sure they know we still care about them and
need them in our Kiwanis family.
Having said that, today I just received our
Illinois-Eastern Iowa District membership
report from Kiwanis International, and I’m
happy to report our membership increased
during the month of October by 18. So, we
are getting some new members and new
ideas in our organization.
On our district website, I write about
HOPE. My hope is that at some time this
Kiwanis year we can get back to normal, or
at least a new normal that includes fun club
meetings, relevant club service projects, and
profitable club fundraisers. To do that we
need to be poised or positioned to be ready
to move forward when that time comes. I
have asked all of our division Lt. Governors
and club Presidents to set goals for this year.
Hopefully your respective President and
Lt. Governor have set their goals and then
shared their goals with you. By doing so,
they will have set the tone for your club and
your division. I have set them for the district
and you can find them on our district
website under Educational Resources. As
you can imagine, they involve membership,

our Service Leadership Programs, Signature
Projects, Club Leadership Education for
Presidents and Secretaries, our District
Foundation, and attendance at our next
District convention. We can only attain
these goals if clubs and divisions do their
part and help out in each of these areas.
Our district’s success depends on our many
division’s success, and our division’s success
depends on their many club’s success.
In some of the club meetings I have
attended, I tell six little stories. The first
story is about FAITH. It goes like this:
“Because of a drought, the villagers in a
town decided to have a day of prayer for
rain. On that day, all of the people gathered
together, but only one boy came with an
umbrella. That is FAITH!”
We need to have FAITH that we will get
past this pandemic and we will once again
thrive. The final of those six little stories is
one about ATTITUDE. “On an old man’s
shirt was written, I am not 80 years old; I
am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.
And that my friends is ATTITUDE.”
More than anything right now I think we
all need to have an ATTITUDE with this
pandemic. We really don’t know what lies
in our future, but as Kiwanians, we need
to continue to find ways to serve, we need
to continue to find ways to raise funds, and
we need to continue to find ways to stay in
touch with our membership as well as find
ways to bring new members and new ideas
into our clubs. We’ve learned a lot over the
last eight months, but we need to continue
on in whatever way works best for each and
every club.
Thank you for your continuing service in
Kiwanis. Please stay safe, stay healthy and
stay committed because KIDS NEED
KIWANIS. 
MARK D. PETERSEN
I-I DISTRICT GOVERNOR, 2020–21

DEADLINE FOR JANUARY–FEBRUARY ILLEIOWAN
January 15
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and talents are priceless when it comes
to helping others.

from the

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
‘Tis the season of giving’... Kiwanis fills
numerous needs within each of our
communities and that is what brings us
together as Kiwanians. I challenge every
one of us to step up and participate in one
of your club’s several community projects
over the holiday season! Even though The
year of 2020 looks so different to us all,
we need to be creative in how we can still
assist those in need in every one of our
communities. When you think about what
each one of us do in our communities and
for our individual clubs, it’s a small part
of what we do globally as Kiwanians. We
make a tremendous difference in the lives
of children both here and afar. Our time

As we begin our New Year (calendar year
that is), many of us are reviewing our
priorities, thinking about personal goals
for the coming year, and making plans
for success. Each of our clubs should have
service and growth goals for this year and
this is a great time to review our progress.
How is your club doing towards achieving
its goals?
It’s often easy to look at that question and
think to ourselves, “Oh, that’s someone
else’s job—the Club President, the

The most important question
we all need to ask ourselves is,
“Is every need of every child
in my local and global
community being met?”
Membership Chair, the Service Chair
or someone like that”. This happens far
too often, and most of the time that
EVERYONE thinks this and then
NO ONE does any of these things!

EVERYONE WANTS TO BE A

Winner

Everyone wants to be a winner. The revitalized I-I District Awards
and Recognition Committee envisions this goal for every club
during this 2020–21 Kiwanis year. We believe that every club in
the Illinois-Eastern Iowa District can be a winner by participating
in any or all of the following awards:
•
•
•
•

Interclub banner patch
I-I District Newsletter contest
I-I District Club Website award
I-I District Special Olympics banner patch

You can find each of these awards on the district homepage by
scrolling down to Helpful Information>Awards. Each of the awards
has a submission form with a due date, though some dates may be
changed or extended for this Kiwanis year.

Of course, the most important question
we all need to ask ourselves is, “Is every
need of every child in my local and global
community being met?” Until we can all
answer this question with a resounding
“YES”, we still have much work to do.
I hope that after asking yourself these
questions that you will include some of
the above items in your personal goals for
the New Year.
Participation in service projects and inviting
new members to join our club is the
responsibility of ALL OF US. As members,
we must each individually take ownership
of these responsibilities to ensure the future
viability of our clubs and the service we
provide to our communities and our
future leaders.
My family and I wish everyone a wonderful
holiday season, Merry Christmas and
a bright and prosperous New Year!
#KidsNeedKiwanis 
ANDREA RAYCRAFT
I-I DISTRICT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The 2019–20 Kiwanis year awards will be presented at the District
Convention in August 5-8, 2021 at the Marriott Hotel in Normal,
Illinois. There will be a special evening devoted to the presentation
of these awards by the District Awards and Recognition
Committee. However, the current 2020–21 Kiwanis year awards
will be presented at the District Convention in August 4–7, 2022
in Peoria, Illinois.
We are looking to many more winners of these awards this year.
More details will be provided in the January-February Illeiowan,
including the addition of a new award.
If you have any comments or questions, you can contact me at
dalehale44@gmail.com or (847) 778-9865. 
DISTRICT AWARDS AND RECOGNITION COMMITTEE
Dale L. Hale, Lt. Governor, Division 7, Committee Chair
Mary Meike, Lt. Governor, Division 3
Debra Paliferro, Lt. Governor, Division 6
Ric Taylor, Lt. Governor, Division 13
Samuel A. Giordano, Jr., Lt. Governor, Division 23
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GUIDELINES HELP
CLUBS MEET SAFELY AS
INSURANCE COVERAGE
CHANGES
Kiwanis clubs meet to plan service projects
and fundraisers, conduct club business and
socialize. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
most clubs have been able to continue
those activities through virtual meetings.
However, as more clubs resume in-person
meetings, Kiwanis International has
compiled guidelines for clubs and districts to
help members continue serving safely with
adequate health protocols:
Follow all federal and local laws. The
Kiwanis International Bylaws require clubs
and districts to comply with laws of local
jurisdictions in all areas of operation. This
is especially important as it relates to health
and safety laws, such as gathering sizes,
social distancing and mask requirements.

This should be strongly considered for any
gatherings of 50 or more people.
Require all attendees at meetings to sign a
waiver that states that anyone who believes
they may have contracted COVID-19 at
a Kiwanis event waives all related claims
against any Kiwanis club, district or Kiwanis
International. Any meeting of youth
members (younger than 18 years) in the
Kiwanis family will require a signature from
a parent or legal guardian. A sample waiver
is included here.
Conduct temperature tests on all attendees
before they enter the meeting area. Anyone
who has a temperature of 100.4 degrees

Fahrenheit or above (or 38 degrees Celsius or
above) should be excluded from the meeting.

Coordinate with the meeting venue regarding
social distancing requirements, mask require
ments, food service, cleaning of surfaces, etc.
Consider requiring all attendees to obtain a
negative COVID-19 test before the meeting.

Ask attendees to wear a mask when
attending any indoor meeting.

KIWANIS CLUB PROJECT
INFORMATION NEEDED

• To improve our liability protection
through proper diligence and education.
As we compile information, Kiwanis
International can work with District
Leadership and District Risk Managers
to obtain indemnification agreements and
insurance certificates that will help protect
the Kiwanis family for all of its projects.

Kiwanis International will use the inform
ation to better serve our clubs in a variety
of ways such as:
• To identify all the good that Kiwanis is
doing. Districts will be able to demonstrate
their success to potential new members
and the community in general. Kiwanis
International can create a map of North
America showing all the areas where
Kiwanis is making a difference.

“The exclusion is becoming a standard
clause in new and updated policies,” said
David Kress, general counsel of Kiwanis
International. “This was not a change made
by Kiwanis International. It is a universal
change by our insurance companies applying
to all companies following insurance
industry standards.”
The updated Kiwanis insurance policy does
not cover any losses from events that are

Starting November 1, 2020, the Kiwanis Insurance policy will no
longer cover claims related to someone claiming they became infected
with COVID-19 at a Kiwanis meeting or event.

Ask all attendees to certify that they have
not experienced any common COVID-19
symptoms in the last 72 hours. A list of
common COVID-19 symptoms can be
found here.

Kiwanis International is looking to identify
campgrounds, learning centers, playgrounds,
buildings, senior living centers, retail stores,
parades, festivals, events etc. that carry the
Kiwanis name. We are trying to identify how
and where the Kiwanis name is being used.

Starting November 1, 2020, the Kiwanis
Insurance policy will no longer cover claims
related to someone claiming they became
infected with COVID-19 at a Kiwanis
meeting or event.

• To identify trends as we work toward the
new normal. Information can help direct
our Corporate Relations and Partnerships
team in their efforts to bring added value
to members
• To share great ideas with other districts
through our magazine and social media
• To help shape plans for international
conventions.
Using this online Kiwanis Club Project
Identification Form, clubs can submit

canceled as a result of the coronavirus. For
expenses to be reimbursed, a club would
have had to buy a “special events” policy
on its own. Kress said that many of those
policies now exclude financial losses due
to the coronavirus, as well.
If you have any questions about the
insurance policies that cover Kiwanis clubs,
send them to riskmgmt@kiwanis.org. 

their project details directly to Kiwanis
International. The information submitted
will be shared with appropriate Kiwanis staff
for follow up if needed. I appreciate your help
with this. I understand how valuable your
time is so I designed the form to be basic and
brief. Each submission will take just a few
minutes to complete and they do not have to
be completed all at the same time—you can
bookmark the link and come back later.
We realize that not every project will be
identified with these efforts and that is
OK. Identification of known projects will
provide benefits to the Clubs, Districts and
to International.
Thank you for your help with this initiative.
If you have questions regarding the form,
please contact Kim Stephenson (KI staff
member) at kstephenson@kiwanis.org. 
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HELPFUL RESOURCES FROM
KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL
We Can Do Service

While some Kiwanis club activities have been limited by the coronavirus
pandemic, some clubs have found ways to meet, fundraise and celebrate
online. Watch Lunch with a Leader to get ideas and inspiration for your
members and clubs and learn from members who are fundraising,
planning events and having fun. The most recent video features a Cops
‘N Kids reading program being undertaken in the Wisconsin-Upper
Michigan District of Kiwanis. https://vimeo.com/477797927

Staying Social

Have you seen the Kiwanis social media squares that feature colorful
illustrations of kids with a hopeful message? We call these our “dogooder” social media squares, and they are available for members, clubs
and districts to use on all social media channels. These images are sized
for Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and are available online. You can also
download posts and tips and learn the size requirements for graphics on
all social media platforms. https://bit.ly/SocMedGraphics

FUNDRAISER FOR DECATUR
WEBSTER CANTRELL YOUTH
ADVOCACY
The Decatur Golden K Kiwanis Club, the Decatur
Early Birds, and Noon Kiwanis Club, along with
the St. Teresa Key Club, the Mt. Zion Key Club and
SADD came together for a single Kiwanis One
Day project—fundraising for Decatur's Webster
Cantrell Youth Advocacy (a merge of the former
Webster-Cantrell Hall and Youth Advocacy).
The organization serves at-risk youth and families
through a wide range of strength-based, trauma
informed services. They believe that children best
develop into productive adults in a supportive,
physically and emotionally safe permanent home,
and that a family represents the most desirable
home environment. Their professional services
facilitate family preservation and self-sufficiency.

Media Hits

If your club is among those that can meet, raise money or help kids in
your community, make sure you share that news on your social media
platforms and with local media. Recent examples of stories shared on
media sites include the Kiwanis Club of Broussard/Youngsville that will
staff a food drive for Thanksgiving; the Kiwanis Club of Greater Ouachita
that will hold its 65th annual pancake day with drive-through options
to maintain social distance; and the Bernardston Kiwanis Club that will
resume chicken pot pie dinners in a take-out format. If your club is
sponsoring an event or fundraiser, send details and photographs
to pr@kiwanis.org. https://bit.ly/KMediaHits

Support Your SLPs

Students in service leadership programs need your support more than
ever. Many students are learning at home while others are in a hybrid
learning situation. Still others are in school and can hold Key Club,
Builders Club or K-Kids meetings. No matter the situation, make sure the
students in your youth programs are recognized. The Norwalk Kiwanis
Club recently honored three students of the month for November: the
Union-Endicott Key Club assembled goodie bags for patients with cancer;
and the Terrell Academy Key Club helped a local animal shelter find new
homes for pets. Check out the Kiwanis Tips & Tools resource for inform
ation on how to share your club’s news. https://bit.ly/SupportSLPs

This was a drive-through event held at the Decatur
Salvation Army parking lot on Saturday, October
10 from 9a.m. until 1p.m. During the four-hour
event, they collected 107 packages of diapers, 144
packages of wipes, 9 cans of formula, 57 sets of
pajamas, and $655 in monetary donations. These
items were donated to the Foster Care Program.
Chaired by Cheryl Boss, the fundraiser had 14
volunteers from the various Kiwanis clubs. The St.
Teresa Key Club and the Mt. Zion Key Club worked
very hard collecting donations in advance of the
event.
The event was published in the Decatur Tribune,
was announced on all major radio stations
throughout Decatur and Mt. Zion, and the
fundraiser was also promoted during a radio
phone interview. It was a great opportunity for
the community's Kiwanis and Key Clubs to come
together for a singular local cause, and they
enjoyed helping the children of Webster Cantrell
Youth Advocacy. 
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READ-AGAIN BOOKS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

THE GREAT BIG TREASURY OF
BEATRIX POTTER
By Beatrix Potter
Reviewed by Joyce Mesrobian, M.Ed.
In 1902, THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT by Beatrix Potter was
published in England and young children were introduced to four
rabbits—Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and the ever-mischievous
Peter to instant success. Since then, millions of children worldwide
have taken THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT to heart as well as
the following twenty-two other Little Books (just right for little
hands) that Beatrix Potter wrote and illustrated in her lifetime.
The Great Big Treasury of Beatrix Potter contains nineteen
of these Little Book stories with watercolor illustrations of Peter
Rabbit and his animal friends. Rabbits, frogs, kittens, ducks and
other creatures are presented as spunky creatures that live out their
days as animals should. Bunnies try to avoid becoming rabbit
pie, mice keep their distance from cats, and frogs are on constant
lookout for big, hungry fish.
Beatrix Potter developed her love and understanding of the habits
of animals at a very young age. Born in England in 1866 to a
wealthy London family, she and her younger brother lived on the
third floor of their home where they kept many different animals
including a pet bunny named Benjamin Bunny, a lizard, mice,
snake, and a bat.
Although her many illustrations depict animals in their natural
fur or skin, some animals appear wearing jackets, dresses, and
shoes. In fact, when Peter rabbit tries to escape Mr. McGregor’s
garden, he loses his jacket and shoes in the field, which eventually
end up on Mr. McGregor’s scarecrow.
At a young age, Beatrix Potter was given a box of paints by her
mother who encouraged her to paint the animals in her room.
She painted her pet rabbit Benjamin Bunny from different angles
with or without clothing. And, when she accompanied her family
every summer to the upper Lakes Legion of England, she painted
the trees, the open fields, lakes, farms, and farm animals. She
loved those summers in the Lakes Region and longed to return to
it every year. The nineteen stories included in the Great Treasury
of Beatrix Potter depict the exquisite watercolor illustrations of
the animals and outdoor natural terrain with authentic precision.
Because Beatrix Potter married late in life and had no children
of her own, she decided to purchase vast parcels of land and
farms (40 in all) in the Lakes Region and put all her purchases
in Natural Trust to preserve the natural beauty and prevent the

eventual urbanization of this land. Her twenty-three Little Books
plus her natural preservation of the Lakes Region of England are
her lasting legacy for all visitors to enjoy. And to think it all began
with a highly-talented young woman who wrote her first little
book The Tale of Peter Rabbit. 
ABOUT JOYCE
Joyce Mesrobian was a preschool teacher for 30 years and an adjunct faculty
member for eight years at a local college. For 20 years, she also wrote a
children’s book review column for a major early childhood organization, the
Chicago Metro Association for the Education of Young Children. Mesrobian
is a member of the Lindenhurst Kiwanis Club.
Joyce has penned children's book reviews for the Illeiowan since the
May–June 2013 issue. If you are new to Kiwanis, missed any previously
published reviews or are simply looking for good picture books for young
children, previous issues can be found on the I-I District website going back
to September–October 2016. If you need an earlier issue, please contact
Illeiowan Editor Dena McDonald at illeiowan@gmail.com.
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Buckling Down
During the
Pandemic to
Keep Kids Safe

eKIWANIS OF GREATER CHICAGO AND THE CAROL
STREAM POLICE DEPARTMENT HOLD THEIR 3RD
ANNUAL CAR SEAT SAFETY CHECK DAY!

MEMBERS OF EKIWANIS AND THE CAROL STREAM POLICE DEPARTMENT

On

September 27, eKiwanis of Greater Chicago partnered with
the Carol Stream Police Department for their third annual
Car Seat Safety Check Day! The event welcomes families to get their
child’s car seat checked or installed by certified safety technicians.
While organizing this year’s event posed challenges during the
pandemic, both eKiwanis and the police department were dedicated
to finding a way to safely hold the event. Last year alone, 43% of car
seats that were checked by the Carol Stream Police Department were
not secured or installed correctly per the manufacturer’s instructions.
Nationally, it is estimated between 46–59% of all child restraints are
used incorrectly according to NHTSA.
“Since 2018, our members have been proud to partner with the Carol
Stream Police Department to meet a demonstrated community need,
which has undoubtedly increased due to economic constraints related
to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Blaire Sullivan, President of
eKiwanis of Greater Chicago. “As the Car Seat Safety Check Day is
our club’s signature project, this weekend in September is something
our club members look forward to each year. Because of the generous
support of our members and friends of the club, we were excited to
provide additional car seats this year that can be given away by the
police department as the need arises.”
To adhere to the public safety guidelines, appointments were required
ahead of time and masks had to be worn. Families could easily
schedule an appointment online between 10a.m. and 2p.m. This was
the first time appointments were required, but it ensured families
would stay safe by spreading out the car seat check times. Promotion
for the event was done on Facebook and through the Carol Stream
Police Social Services Department, who distributed information to
their clients in need across DuPage County.
The 11 Certified Safety Technicians from the police station
performed installations and checked if the children were riding in
safety-compliant car seats. If the family needed a replacement, a new
car seat was given and installed for free! This year 12 cars came to the
event and 19 seats were checked. Two new seats were given to families
due to the seats being unsafe for the child to use—one of the seats
had a broken piece, and the second was expired.
eKiwanis of Greater Chicago donated 18 car seats to the Carol
Stream Police Department this year. The remainder of seats not
distributed during the event were brought back to the police station
BUCKLING continued on page 8
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EKIWANIS IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT JENNIFER
ROESLMEIER MEETING NEW FRIENDS FROM THE
LIONS CLUB!

BUCKLING continued from previous page

and will be used when families come in for a car seat check. The
police department sees at least one request per day for a car seat
check. This year eKiwanis was ecstatic to be able to donate 18 car
seats, which is 7 more car seats than they were able to give last year
and 8 more than the year prior. This is due to generous donations
that were given during their Giving Tuesday Fundraiser. In 2019,
eKiwanis held a Facebook Giving Tuesday fundraiser, specifically to
raise money for the Car Seat Project. The fundraiser brought in over
$400! All of the funds raised were used to purchase more car seats.
Each year at the event, eKiwanis also hands out snack baggies to the
kids. This year, eKiwanis handed out eKiwanis branded drawstring
bags with snacks, juice boxes, and a safety coloring book for the kids
with a Kiwanis sticker on it. There were also eKiwanis and Kiwanis
International brochures included for the parents. The eKiwanis
Membership Committee kindly donated the drawstring bags to the
event this year. Normally the membership funds would go towards
membership socials, however, the club wasn’t able to hold as many
socials this year with the pandemic. eKiwanis was thrilled to be able
to reallocate these funds to a good cause. The bags will also help
promote eKiwanis throughout the Chicagoland Area.
BUCKLING continued on page 9
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BUCKLING continued from previous page

Overall, eKiwanis noted it was a great honor to once again
partner with the Carol Stream Police Department for their
Car Seat Safety Check Day, even in the challenging times we
currently live in. Keeping kids safe on the road is still a necessity
even if it is during a pandemic. The event has grown so much in
the past three years. While this year limited the number of seats
that could be checked, both eKiwanis and the Carol Stream
Police Department learned from it and embraced the changes
that were needed to make it a successful event.
“During these difficult times, it is more important than ever
to keep the community engaged in programs that help protect
everyone that travels on the roadway,” said Sergeant Brian Cleaver
with the Carol Stream Police Department. “Partnerships like the
one between the CSPD and eKiwanis of Greater Chicago are so
incredibly important to keeping the children of Carol Stream and
the surrounding areas safe. We appreciate eKiwanis’ continued
support of our child passenger safety program and look forward
to continuing the partnership for the foreseeable future.”
If you are interested in supporting the 2021 Car Seat Safety Check
Day, eKiwanis of Greater Chicago will once again be holding a
Facebook Fundraiser on Giving Tuesday. All proceeds will go
towards buying more car seats! If you would like to donate, on
Tuesday, December 1 please visit the eKiwanis Club of Greater
Chicago Facebook page (https://bit.ly/2O9Bg7B). Any donation
amount will help. Thank you in advance for your support! 

THE CAROL STREAM POLICE DEPARTMENT
HANGING OUT AFTER A LONG DAY
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NANCY TOBIN, NORTHLAKE KIWANIS PRESIDENT JERRY CRISS,
PRESIDENT, MAYOR SHERWIN, MEMBER FRANK HOLTHOUSE

NORTHLAKE KIWANIS FUNDS A
NEW CHESS/CHECKERS PAVILION
On behalf of the Kiwanis Club of Northlake, a donation of $5,000
was presented to Jeffrey Sherwin, long-time member and Mayor
of the City of Northlake. The donation covers the cost to install
a chess/checkers pavilion along a walking trail. In addition to the
pavilion, the Club now has contributed to a playground, three
Kiwanis benches and two gazebos in the massive park for all to
enjoy. The first gazebo was built before 1990, and the second was
constructed around 1995. It was originally located at a small hospital
in town but was later dismantled and reinstalled at the park.
Northlake Kiwanis was founded in 1954–55. In addition to several
park projects, the club builds ramps for those in need, sponsors
“Little Miss Peanut” and supports its community in many other
ways as well. 

FRANK HOLTHOUSE AND JERRY CRISS ENJOY THE ACCOMMODATIONS
IN THE NEW CHESS/CHECKERS PAVILION
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Celebrating a Centenarian
MORE THAN HALF OF A CENTURY
AS A KIWANIAN, ROCKFORD CLUB
MEMBER KAARE NEVDAL TURNS 100

October 9, 1920, was a momentous day.
In the town of Ytre Arna, Norway, Kaare
Nevdal was born. So, who is this Kaare
Nevdal…a Norwegian Olympian skier
roaring down the slopes at breathtaking
speeds or perhaps a ski jumper soaring
through the air? No, he is a proud American
citizen who
loves his
Norwegian
heritage. He is
a lover of life
and people, a
golfer, a singer,
a veteran,
and a 55-year
member of the
Kiwanis Club
of Rockford,
(IL). And, he
celebrated his
100th birthday
on October 9
with a driveby parade of
Kiwanians,
veterans, fire
trucks, police

cars, and other organizations, topped off
with a round of golf!
But how did this dedicated Kiwanian get
to Rockford, Illinois, from Ytre Arna, a
3,875 mile journey? In 1941, after one year
of living under Nazi occupation, Kaare
developed a burning desire to help save his
homeland. So, he escaped on a fishing boat

lived for one year. They also lived for a
period of time in Canada. In 1948, Kaare
and Muriel immigrated to Rockford. It is
there that they raised three children, joined
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, and Kaare
became a member of the Kiwanis Club of
Rockford in 1965. Muriel passed in 2014,
but Kaare remains a Rockford resident, a

If you wanted to paint a portrait of the ultimate Kiwanian,
Kaare Nevdal would be your model.
to England, where he enlisted in the Royal
Norwegian Air Force. He was then sent for
training in Toronto, Canada. It was there
that he met his wife, Muriel Jones.
Kaare served as a radio operator and
gunner specialist for four years, flying
dangerous missions over the North Sea out
of the United Kingdom. During this time,
servicemen were granted access to play the
golf courses of St. Andrews, and that is
where he took his first swing of a golf club.
He has enjoyed a love affair with the sport
ever since!
When the war ended, Muriel joined Kaare
in Norway, where they were married and

member of the same church, an avid golfer,
and a dedicated Rockford Kiwanian.
In 2019, Kaare was honored to be invited by
VetsRoll to join American veterans on a road
trip to Washington, D.C. It was there that he
had an opportunity to thank many veterans
for liberating his native country, Norway,
from Nazi occupation. Many Kiwanis
Club of Rockford members were present to
welcome Kaare back home when the caravan
of buses returned to Beloit, Wisconsin.
Kaare has been president of the Kiwanis
Club of Rockford, served on the board
CENTENARIAN continued on page 12
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CENTENARIAN continued from previous page

of directors several times, chaired key committees, and has willingly stepped
forward to participate in service projects and fundraisers. He has been a true
inspiration and a source of encouragement to his fellow club members.
Throughout his 100 years of life and 55 years as a member of Kiwanis, Kaare
Nevdal has made a difference in people’s lives. He exemplifies the Kiwanis
spirit of caring and serving others. If you wanted to paint a portrait of the
ultimate Kiwanian, Kaare Nevdal would be your model. 

PLGA Holds Annual
Conference
In true pandemic style, the Past Lieutenant
Governors Association (PLGA) held its
annual conference in Normal, Illinois
on November 14, 2020. Attendance
was adequate despite the rising cases of
COVID-19 in the state. The meeting
was held at College Park Church, which
allowed for social distancing. The meeting
was a success with many positive items
accomplished.
Many ask what the PLGA does. Well, we
have many things to toot our horn about
or maybe I should say "hoot" about!! The
PLGA passed a motion to purchase an Owl
360-degree conference camera. With many
of the District, Key Club and Circle K

meetings utilizing Zoom, due to restrictions
of travel and gathering, this camera and
microphone will enhance the experience for
home participants. The camera will detect
the speaker, rotate for view on the screen,
and the speaker will pick up the audio for all
to hear.

$1,000 scholarship winner for Key Club
was Kennedy Markham from Byron High
School, Byron, Illinois, and the Circle K
$1,000 winner was Teagan Sudbrook who
attends Illinois State University in Normal,
Illinois. Congratulations to these welldeserved students in our K family.

Governor Mark Petersen addressed the
group with a request. As new clubs are built
in the I-I District, work is still needed.
Although each new club is supported with
two club coaches, who helps support the
coaches?? That is where the experience and
talents of our past Lieutenant Governors
(LTG) is so helpful. The PLGA has
committed to help support those new clubs
with mentoring, programs of the operations
of Kiwanis and assisting in any way possible.

Membership with the PLGA is open to
all current and past LTGs. Membership
is free while serving as a LTG and as an
Immediate Past LTG. Thereafter, the dues
are a one-time payment of $100 for a lifetime membership, $50 of which is directed
into the Reiner Scholarship fund and $50
into the general fund. If you are interested in
joining, the application can be found on the
I-I District website. We would love to have
you in the group!!

The recipients of the PLGA Arthur J. Reiner
scholarship winners were announced. The

PLGA continued on page 13
NOV–DEC 2020 | ILLEIOWAN | 12

Our finest project

Dear I-I District Kiwanians,
I want to personally extend a heartfelt
THANK YOU to all of the Clubs that
supported the Kiwanis Neuroscience
Research Foundation (KNRF) during the
2019-2020 Kiwanis year. The coronavirus
pandemic created hurdles this Kiwanis
year for club fundraising, and KNRF
appreciates even more the support you
provided. Your outstanding support allows
our nine researchers to touch the lives of
thousands of children and adults afflicted
with neurological issues—issues ranging
from Alzheimer’s disease to spina bifida
and everything in between. When I talk
to clubs, I typically ask them, “If you
had ONE DOLLAR, would you spend
it on PREVENTING a disease or on
IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
of someone who has the disease?” Usually
a loud, passionate debate ensues, and after
I settle the crowd down I tell them, “That’s
why I am asking for TWO DOLLARS from
each of you!” Some of our researchers are
working to find ways to prevent and cure
neurological diseases, and others are working
on finding ways to improve the quality of
life of those who have a neurological disease.
Both are very worthwhile causes.
I know from my own club fundraising
activities that these are hard-earned dollars
you provided, with all sorts of fundraisers
and “a-thon’s”, countless hours spent raising
money in creative ways to help support OUR
DISTRICT’s FINEST PROJECT. But I
want you to know beyond a shadow of doubt
that your support is an investment into
the lives of others. According to our audit
results, $0.91 of every $1.00 you provide
goes directly into the hands of the men and
women performing the medical research.

And that research is profoundly impactful.
For example:

1

2
3
4

Our research dollars supported
evidence that an increase in FOLIC
ACID before and during pregnancy
reduces the risk of spina bifida in a
child.
Our research dollars helped to
establish the link between genetics
and some forms of cancer.

Knowing the good things that your dollars
support, and with the hope that solutions to
COVID-19 will be found, I encourage each
club to please INCREASE your donations
this 2020-2021 Kiwanis year. Challenge
your Key Club to a Bowl-A-Thon contest
with the funds benefiting KNRF. Plan now
in your budgeting to attend the KNRF
Luncheon this August at the I-I District
Convention and support the Parade of Love
with donation LARGER than last year!

Our research dollars are helping
those with spina bifida lead a more
independent and productive life
through Camp Independence

Thank you! 

Our newest research activity includes
defining the link between congenital
heart defects and cognitive deficits
such as autism.

(815) 329-8244 • ka.whitmore59@gmail.com

KEN WHITMORE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, KNRF
PAST GOVERNOR 2006–07

THE KNRF RESEARCH TEAM.

PLGA continued from previous page

New club officers were installed by Past International President
Jim Rochford. Returning as Treasurer is Ed Kemnitz, Mary Meike
as Secretary, Mary Zeronas as Vice President, Angela Burford
as Immediate Past President and Alan Guire as President. Deb

Rochford has retired from serving her final year as Immediate Past
President. The officers are up for the challenges ahead this year, and
it is making every effort to stay active. 
ANGELA BURFORD
PRESIDENT, I-I DISTRICT PLGA
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The KCF provides grants for Kiwanis Service Leadership Programs,
club and district service projects, disaster relief, and the elimination
of maternal and neonatal tetanus as well as iodine deficiency
disorders.

Hello! My name is Tom Willis and I’m your Illinois-Eastern Iowa
District Chair for Kiwanis Children’s Fund (KCF). Together with
Rick Poulton, Past I-I Governor and current Midwest U.S.A.,
Eastern Canada and Caribbean Ambassador, we assist the Kiwanis
International's Children’s Fund staff with fundraising as well as
providing opportunities and being a liaison with you the members
and the clubs you represent.

“How do we raise the funds needed to provide grants,
help with disaster relief, and help with the Eliminate
Project and the elimination of Iodine Deficiency
Disorders?”
It starts with a phone call. It’s that simple. We ask you and your
club for help.

“How do I help?”
There are so many ways you and your club can help. Individually you
can make a contribution. It’s that simple. Also, I’m sure many of you
shop on Amazon! Did you know that when you log in to shop on
Amazon, if you go to Amazon Smile, you can designate a charity to
receive a donation directly from Amazon. And low and behold, KCF
is one of them. When you select it, every time you order something
off that website, a small donation will be made to the charity you’ve
chosen. And I hope you choose the KCF. You can also provide a
one-time gift or make regular donations a part of your annual giving.
KCF can also help you explore your options for planned giving—
and for making your generosity a part of your personal legacy.
Make a gift today using our convenient, secure online donation
form. Or download a gift/pledge form to give by mail or fax.
Gifts of all sizes matter and make a difference in children’s lives.
Be sure to fill out and enclose the gift/pledge form with every
donation you mail in, so it is properly credited.

So, “What is the KI Children’s Fund?”
It began with 25 silver dollars. That’s the donation that Walter Zeller
made in 1940—the first in our history, one year after our foundation
had been established. But there was a larger idea behind Zeller’s gift:
Inspire fellow Kiwanians to build on that donation. And they did—
with an auction that eventually turned that first contribution into
$625 and the foundation’s members have been inspiring each other
ever since.
To better reflect the mission of serving children, the Kiwanis
International Foundation changed its name to the Kiwanis Children’s
Fund in October 2016. The new name better conveys the purpose of
our organization: We serve children. And it describes how: We raise
funds to support Kiwanis initiatives. We turn your generosity into
projects that reach children all over the world. Kiwanis members,
clubs and districts have entrusted us with multiple millions of dollars’
worth of assets. These assets provide stability to our work and support
us in providing financial assistance that helps Kiwanians serve
children, from the US to India to Poland, and many places in
between. Maybe even in your hometown.

Wishing you and yours

“How can my club help?”
Coming together to give—it’s one of the most powerful ways to
show a unified commitment to the Kiwanis mission of serving the
children of the world.
Your club can use the convenient, secure online giving form to show
your club’s support of KI's mission. Or download our gift/pledge
form to mail or fax your club’s gift.
The Annual Club Gift campaign is a great way to inspire club
members to make a difference today—together. And it’s an
opportunity for your club to earn recognition.
For more information, or if you’d like to have me give a presentation
to your club, either in person or virtually, feel free to contact me at
tomwillis37@Ymail.com. 
TOM WILLIS
I-I DISTRICT CHAIR, KIWANIS CHILDREN'S FUND

peace, love & good health!
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We hope you have been doing well. CKI
has been working hard to build our
leadership and continue on. As many of you
know, schools started back up in August
and clubs got to work right away whether
they were in person or online. We have

been having many of the same difficulties
that you have been having due to the
pandemic’s restrictions. When we came
back together in early October for our fall
Leadership Training Retreat, which was
held virtually this year, we focused a lot of
attention on troubleshooting and working
together to find new solutions for issues.
Our day was filled with lots of breakout
sessions where members from different
clubs were able to get to know each other
and learn some new strategies that other
clubs are using. In all of this bonding time,
we made sure to take a break for some
service! Members played Free Rice, a
free multiple-choice quiz game online that
donates rice to families in need through
the United Nation’s World Food Program.
For each question answered correctly, five
grains of rice are donated. Members quickly

were able to donate thousands of pieces of
rice in just a half hour!
By the end of the day, we were ready to talk
about our goals. Members and clubs had
the opportunity to think about their goals
for the rest of the semester, year, and term.
Everyone was able to build even stronger
goals than they already had thanks to all
the brainstorming and troubleshooting
that had happened previously. After LTR,
leaders in every club felt ready to take on
the rest of the semester and meet again at
Holiday Embrace! If you are interested in
what your local CKI club may be doing
please reach out and get connected!
Live to serve, love to serve. 
CHRISTINA SANDERSON
DISTRICT KIWANIS FAMILY CHAIR,
2020–21

A NIGHT OF FUN TO SUPPORT KNRF

It’s that time of year again, Kiwanians...
Holiday Embrace is coming!
Holiday Embrace is January 16, with Winter
Escape the night of January 15. We will be at
the DoubleTree Hotel in Oak Brook, Illinois.
This year’s Holiday Embrace is 50’s-themed
to follow the district’s Decades theme. It is a
formal fundraiser including dinner, a dance,
a photo booth, a silent auction, and a 50/50
raffle where members of the Kiwanis family
can gather together and raise funds for the
Kiwanis Neuroscience Research Foundation.

January 15–16, 2021
DoubleTree Hotel, Oak Brook, IL
Cost: D
 inner $75 per person
Rooms $99 per night
Pandemic precautions will be taken and explained
in detail closer to the event date.

Questions? Contact KNRF Chair Christina
Sanderson (christinasndrsn@gmail.com)
or Circle KDistrict Governor Isabelle
Lindenmeyer (governor@iicirclek.org)

Registration coming soon at https://iicirclek.wixsite.com/iicirclek
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