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from the

DO IT FOR THE CHILDREN

GOVERNOR
It’s supposed to be a really hot day today,
but I am sitting at my computer, nice and
cool. I am so fortunate when I think of
so many others that not only don’t have
a cool place to be, but don’t have enough
to eat or a safe place to sleep at night.
It’s why I became a Kiwanian, so I could
make the world a little better place. How
about you? Do you know someone who
wants to make a difference as you do?
Talk to them about joining your club
or ask a member of your club to talk
to them.
As I write this letter to you, I’m making
plans and preparing for the district con
vention in Davenport starting August 4.
I hope I will see all of you there. There
is a lot going on all over Illinois and
Eastern Iowa and I’m looking forward
to hearing about what everyone is doing
and to sharing ideas. One project that
I’m particularly interested in learning
about is the “Go, Baby, Go” project that
Spastic Paralysis Research Foundation
is presenting. To give physically handi
capped children mobility and a chance
to interact with their peers sounds like a
winning project to me.

The contributions to the Spastic Paralysis
Research Foundation through the
Parade of Love, Amador medallions and
Bowl-a-thon fundraisers have laid the
groundwork for this project. Clubs will
now have the opportunity to financially
sponsor and help retrofit a car for a child.
That’s a happy child’s face I want to see!
As always at convention, we will be
recognizing clubs and individuals that
have done outstanding Kiwanis work.
I’ve just seen the list of distinguished
clubs for the 2014-15 Kiwanis year and
it wasn’t long enough! So many clubs do
wonderful things for their communities
and the children in them. Take a look
at the distinguished criteria for this year
and be sure your club gets the recognition
that you deserve. We don’t do what we do
to be distinguished, but being volunteers
the only “pay” we get is being recognized
for a job well done. I want to recognize
all of you next year at this time.
There are two more months until our
Kiwanis year ends, still time to
GOVERNOR continued on page 12
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from the

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
This summer has been busy with friends, fun and fellowship! We
experienced these three things at our International Convention this
year! I hope you had the opportunity to join us in Toronto for the
Kiwanis International Convention where we elected our very own
Jim Rochford to International President-Elect!
We have a great I-I District and we need to remember that with all the
different people we touch on a daily basis. We have lots of fun activities
going on, both professional and personal and we need to remember to
ask those most important to us to come and join our clubs and divisions
as we have meaningful fellowship while serving the children in our
communities.
I hope to see everyone at our District Convention this week in
Davenport, IA. A big thanks to the DCON Committee for all of their
hours and dedication in putting together a great convention for us all to
be able to attend.
Even though the District Convention registration and delegate certifi
cation websites are now closed, you can do both of these on-site this
weekend. You will have to have a completed delegate form with you to
register as a delegate on-site. The form is found by clicking this link here.
And a final reminder, to attend the Last Chance CLE at District
Convention, please register by clicking here. The separate President,
Secretary and Membership sessions will be held on Friday, August 5
from 1:00pm–4:30pm. Hope to see you there! Secretaries... whether
you are new to the position or are returning, there’s plenty to learn this
time! This training will focus strictly on secretary duties; how to be a
great club secretary by learning new nuts and bolts; your to-do item
checklists; utilizing the online reporting system to its fullest potential;
online resources and reporting; federal requirements; Q&A session at
the end.
Enjoy the rest of your summer and hope to see you soon! 
ANDREA RAYCRAFT
I-I DISTRICT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

January 14, 2017
I-I District Circle K Holiday Embrace
Indian Lakes Resort, Bloomingdale, IL

July 13-16, 2017
Kiwanis International Convention
Palais des Congress, Paris, France

August 10-13, 2017
I-I District Convention
DoubleTree, Bloomington, IL

Watch for
the annual
Convention
Review
Illeiowan due
out by early
September!
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#KIDS NEED KIWANIS –
CHARLESTON ANSWERS
The Kiwanis Club of Charleston has established an ongoing relationship with Big BrothersBig Sisters of Charleston, Illinois. The focus is to serve those children that do not have a
Big Brothers-Big Sisters sponsor. In mid-December 2015, a Christmas party was held with
crafts, games and food. The latest event was an afternoon May 23, 2016 at Kiwanis Park in
Charleston with service, fun and food.
The city of Charleston had donated several flats of flowers for two flower beds at the Kiwanis
Park. When the children arrived, the afternoon began with providing each child his/her own
trowel for planting that they were to take home. The children were divided into two groups,
and off they went to plant the flowers, supervised by Kiwanians. This was the service part of
the afternoon.
When the children came back to the picnic pavilion, they
were excited to find a horse with a companion goat and two
service dogs. They interacted with the animals, brushed the
horse, and petted the dogs and goat. The horse handler told
the children a little about the care required for a horse, and
the dog handler told them about what a service dog does
and how they are trained. Time flew and it was time for
the animals to leave.
The afternoon ended with games, pizza, and lots of
cupcakes. The smiles and laughter of the children warmed
the hearts of every Charleston Kiwanian! 

Everyone
PLAYGROUND FOR

The Playground for Everyone is an universal

playground where all children, no matter their

abilities, can play together, build friendships
and have fun. The Elmhurst Park District held
a ground-breaking ceremony on June 18,
and upon completion, there will be a Kiwanis
Korner with benches and tables for a children’s
quiet zone. The Kiwanis Club of Elmhurst
donated $30,000 to the project.

Left to right are Ted Soltys, President Tom Moran, Ron Teuber, Brian McDermott,
Rich Rosenberg and Jim Williams.
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DISTRICTNEWSNUGGETS
Division 17 held its annual Bowl-athon on March 19 at Lee’s Lanes in
Geneseo. Geneseo Kiwanis Club
member Dick Ford chaired the event.

The Kiwanis Club of
Glen Carbon held
a June Guest Night
Meeting and used
the opportunity
to recognize three
milestone service
anniversaries. One
hundred twenty
years of combined
service was
recognized between

Moline team won the ‘Ugly Bowling Shirt’ competition and received
a trophy. Pictured are Mark Petersen, Afred Del-Ampeh (Augustana
Circle K), Evan Johnson and Scott Raes.

Ed Wiemers, Mark
Sedlacek and Bob
Sedlacek. Glen
Carbon Kiwanis is
grateful for such
continued faithful
service!
Top: Reaching 30 years was
Ed Wiemers.
Center: Mark Sedlacek was
recognized for 40 years.

Front row: Dick Ford, Adi Hernandez-Nesbitt, Rachel Daniels, Tony Simon.
Back Row: Bob Mays, Emily Snyder, Jaci Bergles and Ray Rogers.

Bottom: Bob Sedlacek was
honored for 50 years.

The Kiwanis Club of Kewanee sold 125 $10
chances to win a Zeller Fellowship recognition. This
was a fundraiser to help the club achieve Model
Club status for Project Eliminate. Wethersfield Key
Club generously donated $250 toward this effort
and were the lucky winners at the drawing!
Seen in the photo are Wethersfield High School principal Jeremiah Johnston,
Key Club school advisor Karen Horack, Division 17 Lt. Governor Angie
Burford, Key Club President Nathan Addis and incoming Key Club
President Diana Satkaustas.
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WATER AND LEAD
POISONING
by Joyce Mesrobian

Clean water that is safe to drink is essential
to life. However, when lead particles are
introduced into our water supply through
aging lead water pipes, non-lead-free
water hoses, or inadequately-glazed food
containers, then this highly toxic and
poisonous lead builds in our bodies and,

over time, causes serious mental and physical
impairments, especially in young children’s
brain and nervous system development.
As a Kiwanian, dedicated to serving the
children of the world, I have been deeply
troubled about the lead poisoning in
the water supply to households in Flint,
Michigan. Through a number of missteps
by governing officials, the residents of Flint,
in the past three years, have been subject to
drinking, bathing, and cooking with high
levels of lead in their water. Although a
number of steps have been taken to supply
clean water to Flint, such as bottled water
and water filters, it is estimated that over
6,000 young children already have been
adversely affected in their physical and
brain development.
Therefore, as a retired professional teacher
in early childhood education and writer on

early development issues, I have decided to
undertake a personal project to aid in the
language and literacy development of the
young children of Flint by sending them
quality hardcover children’s books from my
private collection, and also asking others to
join in this effort. I send my books directly
to Deacon Michael Dear of St. Michael
Catholic Church in Flint, who assures me
that he will personally forward these books
to the proper early childhood education
centers.
As I have thought long and hard about the
polluted lead water supply in Flint and its
damaging effect on the residents, especially
young children, I decided to capture
this complex and troubling situation
in my article written in the voice of a
child, OPEN LETTER FROM LITTLE
WILLIE FROM FLINT. 

Joyce recently contacted the executives of Simon & Schuster Books For Young Readers Division to request
that they send multiple copies of their publication, I’ll Catch You If You Fall, which she reviewed in the
May-June 2016 Illeiowan. This book was chosen because it offers young children comfort and
reassurance that there will always be someone to watch over them and keep them safe.
All Kiwanians, if they wish, are invited to join this effort to send quality children’s books
to the children of Flint by mailing them directly to:
Deacon Michael Dear, Pastoral Assistant
St. Michael Catholic Church
609 E. Fifth Avenue
Flint, Michigan 48503

Open Letter from Little Willie from Flint
The following open letter represents all young children exposed
to high levels of lead in the water supply in their homes in
Flint, Michigan.

can’t stay in my room with all my friends. She says I have
to go to a special class. I don’t like this new class. It’s for
retards and I’m no retard.

Dear Big Folks,

I cry and tell my mommy I don’t want to go to school no
more. Some kids tease me and call me a retard. It makes
me mad and so scared. My mommy hugs me and holds
me tight. She says, “Don’t cry, Little Willie. I will always
love you. You shall always be my Little Willie.”

My name is Little Willie from Flint. I am seven years old.
I live in my house with my mommy, daddy, grandma and
little sister Precious. I used to ride my bike fast like the
wind. I used to love to eat lots of hot dogs. My teacher
used to say I am a very smart kid. Now my legs hurt when I
run, my tummy hurts when I eat, and I don’t think so good
no more. I forget numbers when I count to twenty. I say
wrong words when I read my books. My teacher says I

But my mommy looks worried all the time. She don’t smile
and laugh no more. Maybe she’s so sad about my sister
WILLIE continued on next page
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WILLIE continued from previous page

Precious. Precious is two years old and don’t talk a lot. She
says mama and dadda. She can’t say Willie, so she calls
me Lee Lee. But, she just keeps staring at me. That’s all
she does. What’s wrong with her? She’s acting just like
a real retard.
My daddy looks cross and angry all the time. He don’t
say funny jokes to make us laugh no more. One day, I saw
my daddy bang his big fists together and shout over and
over—Who has dared to poison us!
I told my grandma what my daddy said. I asked her why
he was so mad. I asked her what poison means. She said
that for a long time
the water we were
drinking and using
in our house had
bad stuff in it called
lead. She said when
we drank the water,
this bad lead went
into our body and
poisoned our brain and tummy and made us feel sick all
over. I asked my grandma if bad guys did this to us and she
said that some big folks did bad things. She said that now a
lot of good folks are trying to make the water clean again. I
asked my grandma if me and Precious will get better soon.

My grandma hugs me and tells me to pray to God to help
all of us feel better again. I promised my grandma I will pray
to God every night.
The Nightly Prayer of Little Willie From Flint
Dear God,
It’s me again, Little Willie from Flint.
Bless my mommy and make her laugh and sing again.
Bless my daddy and make him tell funny jokes again.
Bless my sister and make her talk.
Bless my grandma—the bestest grandma ever.
Bless the kids in school and make them feel good again.
Bless the big folks and help them make the water clean again
And one more thing, God…
Don’t forget me—Little Willie from Flint.
Fix my legs so I can run fast like the wind again.
Fix my tummy so I can eat lots of hot dogs again.
And most of all, God, fix my brain so I can be smart again.
Grandma says You love me and all the people everywhere.
Thank you, God, for loving me.
I love you back.
Good night, God.
Written by Joyce Mesrobian, Caring American
June 3, 2016 

Fox Valley Special Rec, Kiwanis
Host Day In The Park
What do you call 1100 kids, 80 volunteers,
music, games and ice cream converging
on Pottawatomie Park in St. Charles? You
call it Day In The Park—a yearly outing
for the Fox Valley Special Recreation
Association (FVRSA) and its seven allied
park districts: Batavia, Geneva, St. Charles,
Fox Valley, Oswegoland, South Elgin and
Sugar Grove.
The event was even more special because
it marked the 40th anniversary of the
FVRSA’s founding. The organization’s
mission is to provide recreation and leisure
opportunities for its residents with special
needs.

It was also the eleventh year that the
St. Charles Kiwanis Club has joined
the FVRSA in hosting the event. With
Kiwanis’ focus on children, it was a
unique opportunity for its members
to provide hands-on support.
Volunteers supervised activities such as
a dunk tank, line dancing, temporary
tattoos, an obstacle course, and a magic
show. The Three Fires Council of the
Boy Scouts of America was on hand with
popcorn and Colonial Cafe supplied ice
cream. In short, it was a wonderful day
in the park. 

Campers and counselors pose at Day In The Park.

Some of the many volunteers that made the day possible.

Jul–Aug 2016 | Illeiowan | 7

Celebrate
Kiwanis
One Day–
TWICE!
Submitted by Jay Wojcik,
I-I PR/Marketing Chair
So it may seem like an oxymoron to title
this article Celebrate Kiwanis One Day
– Twice, but that will be the case this
year. The Kiwanis International Board
of Trustees recently approved moving
the date from spring to fall to bring
Kiwanis into alignment with “Make a
Difference Day,” the nation’s largest day of
volunteering. This special day is sponsored
nationwide and worldwide by USA
Weekend magazine, in partnership with
the Points of Light Foundation and the
Paul Newman Foundation, as a time for
people to volunteer and make a difference
in the their communities, which is exactly
what Kiwanians do on One Day.
Moving the date for One Day has been in
the Kiwanis International (KI) pipeline
for sometime. Past International President
Alan Penn shared that when he was
chair of the Ohio Community Service
Council, he lobbied Kiwanis International

to change the date of Kiwanis One Day
to the Make A Difference Day date
because so many Kiwanis clubs already
participated in this event. On the KI/PR
Facebook website, Penn shared that he is
happy that, “KI finally moved the date for
this great day of service nationwide and
worldwide because this change will give
Kiwanis additional PR that we can use
to continue to recruit new members for
greater service in our communities.”
Participating in Make A Difference Day
also has additional benefit. For example,
clubs can submit their project for award
consideration and have a chance to receive
a $10,000 donation from Newman’s Own
Foundation, an independent, private found
ation formed in 2005 by Paul Newman
to sustain the legacy of his philanthropic
work. This Foundation is funded entirely
through the profits and royalties generated
by Newman’s Own products. In addition,
USA Today will feature the honorees in
a special article series, and the honorees
will receive their awards at a VIP event in
Washington, D.C.
Therefore, on October 22, 2016
Kiwanians are being encouraged to join
with millions of volunteers across the
nation to participate and celebrate a
common mission—to improve the lives
of others. So, even if you did a fantastic
community service project in spring,
Kiwanis International is suggesting that
all clubs think about organizing another
community-wide project on the fourth
Saturday of October. You can find ideas

a planning guide to help you turn an idea
into reality at www.makeadifferenceday.
com. There is even a publicity tool kit that
participants can use to help promote your
project. Publicizing your plans helps your
club spread the word about your efforts,
recruit volunteers, and build membership,
so also check out the media resources and
marketing tools available at www.kiwanis.
org/kiwanisone/serve/kiwanis-one-day.
Finally, don’t forget to register your project
on www.makeadifferenceday.com so
you can be in the running for one of the
fourteen Newman $10,000 grants. 

and project resources as well as download

Plan to share your
stories and photos in
the November-December
Illeiowan!

Ken Wojcik, Kiwanis Club of Lombard member and
Glenbard East Key Club Advisor works with Key
Clubbers to help clear part of the Illinois Prairie Path
from invasive Buckthorn saplings and trees as part
of a Kiwanis One Day project.
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perseverance
pancakes
The Northlake Kiwanis Club continued the long Kiwanis tradition
of pancake breakfasts with many club members, Division 6 Kiwanians
and local leaders coming together for another successful fundraiser.
One of the individuals in attendance was Brody Roybal. Brody,
a gold medalist in the 2014 Winter Paralympics, is a congenital
bilateral amputee (born without femurs in either leg) is from
Northlake. A young man who has faced head-on great challenges
most of us will never experience, he is a wonderful example to all
that perseverance and dedication pays. Learn more about Brody
at teamusa.org/para-sled-hockey/
athletes/Brody-Roybal. 
Friends from the Northlake Library greeted
the community. The club also had a free book
giveaway to the children in attendance with
books purchased from First Book.
Members Brian Knox, Northlake Secretary Ivy
Karas and Tim Daley cooked up a delicious
meal.
Hometown boy and hero Brody Roybal posed
with Club President Nancy Tobin. Brody is
a gold medal winner from the 2014 Winter
Paralympics hockey team. They defeated
Russia for the gold medal.
Nancy Tobin takes a moment to say “well
done” to greeters VP Jerry Criss and new
member Brent.
No fundraiser is possible without the support
of members and friends!
Members Liz Biddle, Mayor Jeffrey Sherwin and wife Darlene helped in
the kitchen.
The school district orchestra director Mr. Pete Tambroni (center) was
honored for his support of the breakfast.
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R E A D - AG A IN BO O K S FO R YO U N G CHIL DR EN

The Seasons of Little Wolf
by Jonathan London
Reviewed by Joyce Mesrobian, M.Ed.

after a couple of weeks, bounds out into the fields of wildflowers to
play with his siblings the games of wolf tag, tug of war, and hideand-seek. As he continues to grow in strength during the warm
summer months, he pounces on a deer mouse and makes his first
catch. Then, as autumn approaches and the golden leaves of birch
trees begin to fall, Little Wolf, along with his sister and brothers,
follows behind his father Gray Wolf and mother White Wolf on his
first big hunt in a moonlit night. The wolf family pack floats “like
ghosts-shadows through the moon beams.” Other hunts follow into
the snows of winter. After each successful hunt, Little Wolf “joins
his voice with the others in the music of the wild”.
With lyrical prose illuminated by powerful, double-page
watercolor spreads by famed Alaskan artist and lithographer Jon
Van Zyle, The Seasons of Little Wolf narrates the social life cycle
of a wolf family in their Arctic habitat with dignity and warmth,
highlighted by touches of humor and drama.
Additional children’s books written by Jonathan London include
The Eyes of Gray Wolf, the story of the mother and father of Little
Wolf that preceded the publication of The Seasons of Little Wolf,
as well as other recent wildlife books for young readers such as
Hippos Are Huge and Otters Love To Play. 

ABOUT JOYCE MESROBIAN

Young children possess insatiable curiosity about animals in
Nature. Where do they live? What do they eat? How do they
hunt and play? Fortunately, in the field of children’s non-fiction
publications there are excellent examples of picture books that
explain the natural habitats and daily experiences of animals in
the wild.

Joyce Mesrobian was a preschool teacher for 30 years
and an adjunct faculty member for eight years at a
local college. Also, for 20 years, she wrote a children’s
book review column for a major early childhood
organization, the Chicago Metro Association for
the Education of Young Children. Mesrobian is a
member of the Lindenhurst Kiwanis Club.

The Seasons of Little Wolf is a highly accessible picture book that
follows a wolf pup born in the safety of his den at springtime who,

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

FOR THE SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER ILLEIOWAN IS

September 15

Send stories and photos to cre8.denamcdonald@gmail.com
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Niger Eliminates
Maternal Neonatal
Tetanus
UNICEF and Kiwanis have announced another milestone, Niger
has eliminated MNT. Tetanus has been a major killer of mothers
and their newborns in Niger, largely due to unsafe birthing practices. The
country has the highest fertility rates in the world, making this a huge milestone
in the global fight against MNT.
Niger joins Indonesia as countries that have eliminated MNT in 2016. Of the original
59 countries on the endangered list in 1999, only 19 countries remain. Much
of the success in the campaign is due to the commitment of Kiwanians across
the globe. We are making progress, but we must resolve to stay the course
until the job is done!

Other Project Eliminate news... Haiti plans to conduct a prevalidation assessment this month, the second-to-last step in determining
whether the country has eliminated maternal and neonatal tetanus. Haiti is
the last country in the western hemisphere where MNT is still a threat. The Democratic
Republic of Congo also plans pre-validation assessments in July—followed by Chad, which is
scheduled to conduct pre-validation surveys in September. Progress like this is made possible
by generous donors like the Kiwanis family. And it can only continue if we continue to fulfill
our promises.

I-I District Reaches $1.9 Million for Project Eliminate
Cash contributions have reached $1.9 million in the I-I District. With just over 4 years
remaining in the campaign, we have reached 50% of our $3.8 million goal. With current
club pledges, the total gifts and pledges are almost $2.7 million. If your club has set a goal,
we encourage you to stay diligent in your fundraising efforts. If you have not set a goal,
please contact John & Roxanne Vanderheyden at (815) 624-6365 to discuss the process.
We cannot reach our fullest potential unless every Kiwanian and every Kiwanis club gets
involved. John and Roxanne are happy to speak with clubs or club management about
Project Eliminate. 

$250 Zeller
Grants Available
at District
Convention
Twenty grants in the amount of
$250 each have been made available
for those that wish to purchase (or
pledge) to a Zeller award during
the District Convention. This
reduces the personal contribution
to only $1,000. You may purchase
for yourself, your club’s President,
or for a deserving member who has
inspired you
by his or her
service. If the
full $1,000 is
paid during
the convention,
the Zeller
may be issued
on premise. If desired, it can be
awarded at the Eliminate Breakfast
on Sunday morning.
Contact John Vanderheyden at
(815) 624-6365 with any questions.

We are halfway to
our district goal...

DON’T
STOP
NOW!
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CIRCLE K UPDATE
The month of June was a busy one
for the I-I Circle K District. Nine
dedicated members attended CKIx
in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. They
included Governor Paul Nagtalon,
Secretary Erin DeWitt, CORE Austin
Ives, DCON Chair Noah Mackjust,
Service Chair Hannah Negray,
Kiwanis Family Relations Chair
Caitlin Pouk, members Yinman
Zhong and Mak Hozo.
The week was spent learning about
the service partners including our
new service partner St. Baldrick’s.
We also learned more about Circle K
and the bonds we can foster with our
other Kiwanis Family members.
All of the members that attended
got the chance to attend the House
of Delegates where we elected our
new International Board. The new
board will do very well as we selected
great people to represent our great
organization.
We also had the privilege of working
with different organizations
around Toronto for the Large Scale
Service Project. Some of the service
projects included helping Habitat
for Humanity building homes,
landscaping homes, and working
at the resale shop. Another project
was helping out the city of Toronto
with their annual 10K event. While
we learn a lot and worked hard
we were able to explore the great
city of Toronto and create new
friendships. 
Submitted by Caitlin Pouk,
Kiwanis Family Relations Chair

GOVERNOR continued from page 2

accomplish a lot. I hope your club is making
plans to finish the year strong with increased
membership, one last fundraiser like Peanut
Day and another service project. At this time
of year all clubs start looking at their rosters to
determine if there are members that will not

be continuing into the next year. That only
makes financial sense. But, be proactive and at
the same time replace those members with new
members who will bring you new ideas, new
enthusiasm and new experiences to share.
Have a good, productive August and September.
In the Kiwanis spirit – do it for the children. 
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