
Report of The CDK Children’s Summit Committee 
 
Committee:  Brian Bell, (Chair), Art Riley, Carolyn Richar, Jeffrey Wolff 
 
Recommendations of the Committee on CDK Children’s Summit 
 

1. The Children’s Summit be adopted as a Signature Project for Capital 
District Kiwanis 

2. The Children’s Summit become an annual event 
3. The next Children’s Summit have the theme “Developing Today’s Young 

Minds for a Better Tomorrow” focusing on childhood education.  Breakout 
topics to include Creativity (focus on play and how this helps minds 
develop new ideas), Resilience (focus on how to build an atmosphere that 
allows children to deal with minor and major stress), and Beyond Colors 
and Shapes (focus on ways children learn basic concepts needed for 
education as they grow 

4. The event be open to Kiwanians and the public 
5. Goal is to minimize use of District funding through sponsorships and 

charging a modest admission fee.   
 
Specific Proposal 
 

Date:  Tuesday, February 28, 2017, 1 – 5 pm 
Location:  Hyatt Regency Crystal City 
Format:  Afternoon event followed by happy hour networking social. 
Budget:  $2,400  

($1,500 rooms plus $750 cash bar minimum plus $150 bartender) 
     Revenue: 

District guarantee  $1,500 
Attendee registration  $1,000 (100 at $10) 
Sponsorships   $1,500 (to cover room charge) 

     Note:  Food only if sponsor(s) cover expense 
 
Progress to date 
 
 Supportive organization identified:  Zero to Three (zerotothree.org) 
 Potential sponsors identified:  Minnieland Child Care, Sparks @ Play 
 Quote/commitment from Hyatt Regency obtained 
 List of sources for potential speakers developed 
 Ways to publicize discussed 
 
Status:  Need Board approval to proceed with detailed planning 



Gov Kelly,  

  

I appreciated the opportunity to speak with you on this subject at the Fairfax 
70th Anniversary and Installation Meeting last week.  I've also reached out to 
Dennis Baugh regarding his concerns regarding the level of detail in the 
Committee's proposal (which is attached for reference). 

  

Dennis indicated that he would like to see more detail regarding the agenda, 
impact, anticipated result, and objective of the Summit.  He recognized that 
pinning down speakers before final Board approval of the event and date is 
unrealistic.  He would like to understand what type of speakers would be 
invited.  With this in mind, I respectfully offer the following. 

  

The target age group for the next Children's Summit is 0 to 2 1/2 (which is why 
the committee has reached out to the Zero to Three organization).  This is a 
critical phase of early child development that is largely a missed opportunity 
by most parents.  It is a period of time with the greatest impact on a child's 
future. 

  

We selected the Washington DC area again because this is where the 
relevant organizations are -- and where the current Committee members have 
appropriate contacts. 

  

This focus is directly tied to the Kiwanis mission of "Serving the Children of the 
World".  As you recall, this was the main theme of International President Sue 
Petrisin's year.  It is also closely aligned with the "Young Children: Priority 
One" major emphasis program initiated by IPP Will Blechman and supported 
by KI thoughout the year's since. 

  

In terms of the agenda (as stated in the committee's report to the Board), 
This Children’s Summit will have the theme “Developing Today’s Young Minds 



for a Better Tomorrow” focusing on childhood education.  Breakout topics will 
include Creativity (focus on play and how this helps minds develop new 
ideas), Resilience (focus on how to build an atmosphere that allows children 
to deal with minor and major stress), and Beyond Colors and Shapes (focus 
on ways children learn basic concepts needed for education as they 
grow).  We are looking for speakers, from non-profits and academia, who 
have the expertise and passion to address these topics. 

  

The Committee believes that the Children's Summit should become an annual 
Capital District signature event, with evolving focus and agenda.  Future 
Summits might focus on elementary or secondary school age children and 
developmental issues important to these age groups, for example. 

  

First and foremost, the objective of the Summit is to support the development 
of children during critical times in their lives.The Children's Summit provides 
an excellent opportunity to partner with other service organizations and 
to enhance the Kiwanis brand in the process.  The Summit is inherently a 
branding and marketing opportunity for Kiwanis and the Capital District.  The 
more relevant Kiwanis is - the more impact our projects have - the more we 
truly help make the world a better place "one child and one community at a 
time" - the more we will be attractive to new members.  This Summit is not 
specifically designed as a new member recruitment event - but it has clear 
potential to help us recruit new members by it's impact on service.  

  

A "publicity plan" is being developed.  Elements of this plan will include:  A 
page on the District website, distribution of information to Trustees and LTGs 
for presentation and DCMs and club meetings, joint press releases with 
participating organizations, soliciting of sponsorships, email blast to children's 
groups in the DC area, and promotion through the hotel website.  One "out of 
the box" idea is to offer a "B&B" program for members coming in from out of 
town.  Those of us with space could offer to host Kiwanians from outside our 
region to help increase attendance and further fellowship.  We will also reach 
out to local groups like Chambers of Commerce to see if they would help 
publicize.  For example, the Leadership Center for Excellence in Arlington will 
publicize for free (and likely Arlington CoC as well).  We understand that for 



this Summit to be successful, we need to attract groups outside traditional 
childcare development organizations. 

  

Our Committee met Sunday evening (Oct 16) to review the Board's direction 
and address their concerns.  We are continuing to refine these elements and 
begin detailed planning for the Children's Summit in February.  However, I 
respectfully request that the Board give the Committee responsibility and 
authority to finalize commitments to our partners and speakers.   

  

We can not request speakers to put the event on their calendars until we have 
Board approval.  We must also renegotiate with the Hotel since the terms of 
the original contract have expired.  The Committee believes there is still time 
to achieve the proposed date of February 28, 2017.  However, this schedule is 
tight and further delay will certainly jeopardize that date.  We can certainly 
adjust the date, if needed, but we await the Board's final commitment before 
lining up speaker commitments. 

  

Respectfully, 

  

Brian 

R. Brian Bell 

Committee Chair 
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