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Detroit #1 Kiwanis  

 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

     

When he was president of our club, Eric Sabree asked if he could have the first 
page of the Krier so he could share his thoughts in a brief note to members.  
Marian O’Higgins continued to do the same.  
 
Starting next month, Barbara Jean Johnson will continue the tradition as club 
president. We look forward to hearing what she has to say!  
 

 
 

 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 

As always, please let Lucas know if you are 
attending a club meeting so he can can give the 
DAC an accurate head count: 
lucas@hacketbrass.com.  

October 4th: This meeting was our annual 
installation of club officers and we welcomed more 
than 50 members and guests. For 2016/2017, we 
have several officers returning to their former 
positions while others have either changed 
positions or are new to the board. See the first 
page of the Krier for our new officers. 

lLieutenant Governor Eleonor Mediclum inducting Barbara 
Jean Johnson as our 2016/2017 President 

We also installed our newest member, Joe 
Manzella. His mother has been an active Kiwanian 
for many years. Marian met her on the train to 
Toronto for the International Convention. Here we 
are a few months later able to add Joe to our 
roster!  

 
Lieutenant Governor Eleonor and Joe 

October 18th: Our club meeting was at the books 
for kids warehouse where we shared pizza and 
salad, chatted with fellow members and guests all 
while stickering books. We try to meet at the books 
warehouse a few times a year so members can 
participate and see how the project is going.  It is 
also a good time to invite guests so they can see 
our good work in progress.  

 

Barbara Jean brings us to order  

 

Always a good time to work but also chat 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Pat DeCarlo 

 Pat Hampton 

 Jeanette Harris 

 Marian O’Higgins 

 
When you get a birthday 
card in the mail from 
Detroit No. 1, you can 
thank Vernita Beverly - she 
wants to be sure everyone 
knows that club members 

are wishing you many happy returns.  

 

books for kids  

On October 22nd, the books for kids project had a 
distribution as part of Kiwanis One Day of service. 
Lots of volunteers were there along with 
representatives from schools and social service 
organizations who picked up books. 

 

Project co-chairs Lena Payton- Webb and Michael Webb 
along with Jerrold Lee 

Vernita and her lovely smile 

 

 

 

Keep putting books into their hands and they will reach for 
the stars! 



 

 

Hazel Park schools delighted to be picking up books for their 
students 

 

For the remainder of 2016, there will be several 
stickering and sorting opportunities. As a reminder, 
the project is now housed at the warehouse at 290 
East Milwaukee, Detroit.  

 Wednesday, November 18th from 1:30 – 
5:30 PM 

 Saturday November 4th with Cesar Chavez, 
time TBD. 

 

Volunteers are also needed for distribution dates 
from 1:30 - 4:30 PM on: 

 Friday December 9th 

 Saturday: October 22nd and December 3rd  

You are needed to help teachers and 
representatives from social organizations serving 
children choose the books they need.  

 

 
Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club 
 
On Tuesday, October 25th, the Aktion club met at 
the books for kids warehouse to sticker books. 
Nineteen of their twenty members were there - 
they really know how to give back to their 
community through service! In fact, they did so 
much, the work day for November 2nd has been 
cancelled.  
 
Some photos of our hard workers! 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Mike Webb with two helpers 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
The books for kids project wasn’t the only service 
done this month by the Aktion Club. They also 



 

 

helped the New Center club with their peanut 
sales. 
 

 
 
The Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club meets on the 
2nd and 4TH Tuesday of the month at the Cass in the 
Activity Center inside the Community Social 
Services Building at 3745 Cass Ave, Detroit, MI 
48201. Meetings start at 11:30 AM and an hour or 
so.  Please join us for community service and 
fellowship. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Did you know that in 1925, the Kiwanis Club of 
Sacramento, California sponsored a club for “key 
boys” at their local high school? The first Key Club 
eventually grew into the world’s largest service 
club for high school students.  
 
In 1930, the world depression created hard times 
for Kiwanis as total membership declined for the 
first time ever. In response, Kiwanis cuts costs 
while strengthening leadership and service 
programs. Membership continued to decline but 
even with the loss of members, the organization 
only lost one club. Youth work expanded beyond 
the “underprivileged” category with a new and 
broader objective emphasizing work with boys and 
girls. 
 
By 1932, Kiwanis adopted an active service 
program to include morale building, support for 
schools, employment stabilization, economy in 

government and the promotion of good 
citizenship. That year, the convention was held in 
Detroit!  
 
In 1936, President Franklin D. Roosevelt invited 
Kiwanis delegates from the International 
Convention in Washington, DC to the White House 
to applaud Kiwanis’ efforts in fighting the 
depression. The Kiwanis Club of Pullman, 
Washington sponsored the “Circle K House” at 
Washington State University. This housing 
scholarship program eventually leads to the 
creation of Circle K International.  
 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Jeanette and Kris were at Metropolitan United 
Methodist Church on Saturday, October 29th to 
hand out candy to neighborhood children. Kris also 
brought over 200 books from the “books for kids” 
project to pass out. The kids really liked the Doc 
McStuffins books, the Pigeon stories and you can 
never go wrong with Star Wars. She loved hearing 
“Ooohhh… look at the books and we can really 
have one? Yea!” 

Scary ghoul handing out books 



 

 

Jeanette with two lovely trick or treaters 

SATELLITE CLUB 

Within the next few weeks, we will hold an 
informational meeting for prospective members of 
a Detroit No.1 Satellite Club.  Satellite clubs are 
sponsored and mentored by an existing Kiwanis 
club in the same or a nearby community, and serve 
members whose schedules or locations make 
traditional means of participation difficult. Many 
folks in the Detroit area are excited about the 
prospect of joining a service club, but find it 
impossible to make a lunch time meeting.    

The flexibility of club satellites strengthens Kiwanis 
by attracting new members who otherwise 
wouldn’t join. The focus is on service along with 
social activities. Members of the satellite club 
would be members of Detroit No. 1 and so would 

be able to attend any of the clubs meetings and 
events, would pay dues to No. 1 and would be 
listed on our club roster. Kiwanis International is 
encouraging the formation of satellite clubs as a 
way to grow and strengthen Kiwanis clubs and the 
organization in general. They have provided a 
toolkit to assist in these efforts. 

Jeanette, Kris and Beverly have been pursuing this 
and we have identified several individuals in the 
community who are interested in Kiwanis but are 
not able (or interested in) attending traditional 
meetings.  

The initial informational meeting is scheduled for: 

 Wednesday, November 16th from 6:00 - 8:00 
PM 

 Location: Traffic Jam and Snug Harbor 
511 W. Canfield, Detroit (corner of Canfield and 
Second) 

Although we have an invitation list of community 
representatives, we welcome any current club 
member interested in joining us. Contact Jeanette 
if you plan to attend: jharris48@yahoo.com.  

GOURMET NUT TIME 

 

It is that time of year again - Lucas Wright is taking 
orders for gourmet nuts and chocolate delights. 
The price is the same as last year - $25.00 for each. 

mailto:jharris48@yahoo.com


 

 

To remind you, this is an important fundraiser for 
our club’s administrative budget.  Time is short, 
however, so let Lucas (lucas@hackettbrass.com) 
know how many cans you want. He will bring your 
order to club meetings and he has a big trunk so 
don’t be shy!  

 

mailto:lucas@hackettbrass.com

