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Detroit #1 Kiwanis  

 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

 

Detroit Kiwanis No 1 Club is recognized throughout the world because of being 
the first Kiwanis Club in the world.  We have a very important role in sharing 
our history and our progress with clubs. 
 
I am asking everyone to share their thoughts and ideas of how we can build 
our membership to provide more service in Detroit.  We are looking for 
members that are interested in doing meaningful service through a variety of 
service projects, a commitment to the Kiwanis family and expanding our name 
of Detroit Kiwanis No.1 Club because of who we are and what we stand for.  
Contact our membership Chair, Beverly Wiggins with your ideas. 
 
This month, Jeanette, Lynn and myself went to give lotions and baby wipes to 
Bethel United Methodist Church and then visited the Flint Kiwanis Club at 
their Awards Luncheon.  They were very happy to see No.1 there.  Marcia 
Ford, Vernita Beverly, Barbara Jean Johnson and myself will represent our club 
at the International Convention and will report back to the club of what we 
learned.  Look at your calendars for our Michigan District Convention in 
August; materials will be available June 1st on our Michigan District website.  
Let us be part of our larger Kiwanis community and see and learn about the 
larger part of our organization. 
 
I am looking forward for us to have a busy spring and next couple of months 
with activities.  Check your emails from Kris, our secretary for opportunities 
and our website that Marcia Ford does for us, to check and learn about what 
our club is doing. 
 

        Marian  
 
     

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 

May 3rd:  Anthony Brogdan, “The Great Detroit” 
filmmaker and producer, shared his stories of how 
he developed a film of Detroit highlighting the 
city’s histories and accomplishments. His talk was 
quite entertaining as he shared many interesting 
details about people and places. 
 

 
 
We also inducted Elaine as our McKinney as our 
newest member. Sponsored by Barbara Jean 
Johnson, a few of Elaine’s family members were in 
attendance – it was nice to meet her many siblings 
and others!  
 

 
Elaine, second from left, with her family 

 
May 17th: Brittini Kellom, Founder and Executive 
Director of “Just Speak Incorporated”, gave a 
poignant talk about sexual abuse. She shared her 
own personal story and how the community needs 
to be mindful of this issue. More importantly, we 
need to listen when children and youth speak (or 
don’t).  
 
 

 
Brittani and Marian O’Higgins 
 

May is also Kiwanis member recruitment month. 
We had two guests at this meeting – hope to see 
them again. 
 



 

 

  
Dennis Nordmoe 
 

 
Arlydia Grant-Herring 

 
Upcoming Speakers 
 
June 7th : Greg Roberts, Senior Executive, Wayne 
County Executive Office. 
 
June 21st:  TBD 
 

As always, please contact Lucas to confirm your 
attendance so he can give the DAC an accurate 
head count: lucas@hacketbrass.com.  
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
Congratulations to our members with birthdays in 

May!  

 
 Thom Mann 

 Kimme Counts Reed 

 Aliyah Sabree 

 
 

 

 

books for kids 

The books for kids project has been busy with 
stickering events on May 15th and May 21st in 
addition to the upcoming book distribution on June 
4th  from 1:30 – 4:30 PM. If you can help with the 
June event, please contact Mike Webb at 
mike2webb@yahoo.com. The more hands, the 
better!  

 

HELPING HANDS AKTION CLUB 

On April 28th, the Aktion Club held a bowling event 
at Mayflower Lanes in Redford. This is becoming a 
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tradition as the club uses this as a way to raise 
money for the ELIMINATE project. Everyone had a 
grand time.  

 

 

 

The club also elected new officers for 2016/2017 
pictured below.  

 

The Aktion Club will be singing Tuesday, May 24th 
from 11:45 AM – 12:15 PM. They will also 
distribute cards they made for the veterans 
hospitalized there.  The group will meet at the 
atrium at the Dingell VA Hospital. Contact either 
Pat DeCarlo: pdecarlo@casscommunity.org or 
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Jeanette Harris: jharris48@yahoo.com if you are 
able to attend.  

 

EASTERN CANADA/CARIBBEAN DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE 

From May 12th – 14th, the Eastern Canada and 
Caribbean Kiwanis clubs held their conference in 
Hamilton, Ontario. Jeanette Harris and Beverly 
Wiggins were there representing our club.  

 

Jeanette Harris with representatives from Curacao 

 

 

Beverly, Jeanette and fellow Canadian/Caribbean Kiwanians  

In addition to having a great time and joining in 
fellowship with fellow Kiwanians, there were 
several takeaways from meeting attending various 
workshops and meeting with others: 

 Kiwanians need to have to have fun and get 
to know each other. This can be achieved by 
having one meeting each month without 
speakers. 
 

 Montego Bay wants to be a sister-club.  Fun 
designation but we would commit to share 
notes and ideas for clubs success. 

 

 Every club member is a leader: have a 
strategic planning session for all active 
members, set goals, not just for 
membership but for meaningful service 
projects and to get the Kiwanis name out in 
the community. 

 
KEY LEADER CAMP 

Our club’s foundation sponsored five young people 
who were able to attend this year’s Key Leader 
Camp at Grass Lake. Thanks go out to Marian 
O’Higgins and Gloria Smart who worked tirelessly 
that weekend (and leading up to it!).  

Just a few comments from the kids we sponsored: 
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I had a great time this weekend – I really had fun 
on the ropes course. I am looking forward to the 
next camp. 

I would like to thank you guys for letting me come 
here. I have had a great experience, meeting new 
friends and creating bonds. You are great and I love 
you for it! 

It is only day 2 and I have already learned so much. 
The people are so welcoming and I am so glad to be 
here. I will definitely be returning!  

We also got a card from an adult with a splendid 
note: 

To the Wonderful Kiwanis of Detroit #1: 

I wanted to take a moment to sincerely thank you 
for providing a sponsorship to Key Leader to Matt 
McQueen. Matt is one of my husban2017/2d’s 
students at East Detroit High School in Eastpointe. I 
have had the honor of volunteering with Key Leader 
for five years now, and every year I am amazed at 
the transformation I see in every single student who 
attends. It is very kind and generous of your club to 
sponsor a student you have never met, and I want 
you to know how deeply it is appreciated. 

   Sincerely, 

   Caitlyn Kianitz 

74 students, 13 key leaders and 1 lead facilitator – great 
group! 

 

Two of the young ladies we sponsored on their way to camp 

Sue Petrisin speaks to the youth  

 

2016/2017 CLUB ELECTIONS 

This year, we only had two officer positions up for 
election: President and President-Elect. The results 
of our electronic vote are as follows: 

 President: Barbara Jean Johnson 

 President- Elect: Frank Palazzolo 



 

 

They will both be sworn in during first October 
meeting. Thanks to both of them for agreeing to 
serve.  

HELPING OUT FLINT FAMILIES 

Thanks to all of you who donated either cash or 
baby wipes/lotion to families in Flint. These were 
left with the Bethel UMC in Flint. Bethel members 
accepting the gifts are Greg Timmons (husband of 
Rev. Faith Green-Timmons), Judy Buckley and 
Harold Woodson, pictured here with Marian 

O’Higgins and Lynn Kleiman.  

 

Jeanette Harris, Marian O’Higgins and Lynn 
Kleiman then went on to the noon meeting of the 
Flint Kiwanis club. The agenda for that meeting was 
the annual honoring of student athletes who are 
also scholars and community servants.  

 
Lynn Kleiman, Marian O’Higgins, Michigan Governor Linda 

Lawther and fellow Kiwanians.  

 

Marian O’Higgins, Al Stange, Flint Kiwanis club president and 
Jeanette Harris 

MASON CLUB PRAYER BREAKFAST 

On May 6th, our own Jeanette Harris was the guest 
speaker for the Kiwanis Club of Mason Prayer 
Breakfast. Her remarks were well received by 
attendees. Marian O’Higgins from our club was also 
there. 

Jeanette addressing the crowd 

https://www.facebook.com/JHarris1968


 

 

Jeanette and Marian with their Detroit #1 badges! 

WHAT HAPPENED ON JANUARY 21st 1915 

I was trying to find out something of historic 
significance that happened on the same day 
Kiwanis was founded to just drop as a tidbit into 
this newsletter. Other than some WWI information 
regarding troop movements, the founding of 
Kiwanis is the only event that kept popping up even 
as I googled like crazy. So as far as the rest of the 
world knows, we are THE most important event on 
that day! As if we didn’t already know that.  

COLLECTING SHOES FOR ELIMINATE 

Norm Hahn of Eastpointe Kiwanis has been 
gracious to allow his business to be a collection 
point for shoes for The Eliminate Project. Stop in to 
say hello to Norm at:  Hahn Paint, 17145 E 9 Mile, 
Eastpointe (across from Dairy Queen). See the flyer 
at the end of the newsletter for further details.  

 

 

 

 

GOODWILL BANQUET 

 

On April, 28th, the Kiwanis Club of Chatham-Kent, 
Ontario hosted the annual The Canada - USA 
Goodwill Banquet. The event began in 1921 and 
our club has been attending for many years. This 
year members Thom Mann, Marian O’Higgins took 
the bridge to Canada to mingle with our neighbors.  

Entertainment was provided by Jivan Ramesh, a 
seven-year old who has performed at Carnegie 
Hall. He was joined by Jeremy Wolting reciting and 
Will Craven on the guitar and the CKSS jazz band. 



 

 

Jivan Ramesh 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oak Park July 4th Parade 

Our club will be sponsoring a table again at the Oak 
Park July 4th parade. The photo from last year 
shows how much fun everyone had who attended. 
This is a great way to get our name out there, to 
meet new people and to enjoy each other’s 
company. Contact Beverly Wiggins if you are 
interested in coming this year: 
bwiggie@yahoo.com. 

 

Photo from last year’s parade – they all were having a good 
time 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Roseville-Warren Open House 

On Thursday, May 26th at 7:30 AM, Roseville-
Warren will be hosting an open house at their 
regular meeting at Scrambler Maries' at 31946 
Gratiot Ave (at Masonic) in Roseville. This also 
winds up their diaper drive, helping mothers in 
Roseville and Macomb County.  Great Interclub 
opportunity.  Contact Paul or Carole at 586-649-
4041.  Please bring diapers to help with their 
service project.  

International Convention in Toronto 

Registration is now open. You can find all of the 
information on the District website at:  
www.mikiwanis.org. Marian O’Higgins, Barbara 
Jean Johnson, Vernita Beverly and Marcia Ford are 
attending as delegates/alternates. You can still 
attend the conference as there is lots to do even if 
you aren’t sitting in delegate meetings.  

The Michigan District is assigned to The Fairmont 
Royal York hotel.  The District Caucus will be held 
there as well.  
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Several of our members, along with other 
Kiwanians, will be taking the train from Windsor to 
Toronto. Check with Marian and she can fill you in 
on the details.  

2016 Michigan Kiwanis Convention 

August 25 – 27, 2016 

Kellogg Center, East Lansing, Michigan 

Details are forthcoming.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


