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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Club Officers

No.1 club members, take a bow! You have distinguished yourselves by hosting
Kiwanians from all around the world. A big thank you to all of our committee
members is in order. Sheila and Vernita were fantastic in managing the host
committee. Marcia and Gloria made sure the buses were loaded and that
everything ran smooth on Friday evening and Saturday morning. Joe, Jr.
prepared the warehouse for the Saturday service project and everything ran
like clockwork. Marian, Jack, Bob Smith, Mary Ann and Joe, Sr., made the
Sincerely,
Dertroit
Kiwanis #1 Board of Directors
museum
exhibit
shine.
Barbara Jean did a great job with media and communication. Wendy,
Badriyyah, Carl and Laurie Pappas and Felecia and all of our Circle K volunteers
made the Silent Auction a success. Karen made sure we had a souvenir
Program book. Darlene and Chuck did it big with the scarecrow and raised
money along with Joe, Sr., who had the stamped pennies for sale. They were a
hot item! Jeanette was instrumental in our correspondence with Kiwanis
International and sold ornaments for Eliminate and Kimme and Jeremy
worked on the entertainment committee. Jerry Jones did a great job
coordinating the Detroit Library Centennial exhibit. Jime Heymes, chair of the
75th birthday, provided wise counsel throughout the process. Thanks to
the No.1 Foundation and to the 19 clubs in Michigan who helped and others
who donated to make the 100th Anniversary. Thanks everyone. You made
Detroit No.1 proud

Eric, Your President

Eric Sabree
President
Eric Sabree
Immediate Past
President
Marian O’Higgins
President Elect
Kris Miranne
Vice President
Greg Zink
Treasurer
Gloria Smart
Secretary
Club Board of Directors
Jeremy Cnudde
Marcia Ford
Lynn Kleiman
Joe Lentine Jr.
Karen Walker
Detroit #1 Kiwanis Club
meets at noon on the
1st and 3rd Tuesdays.
Detroit Athletic Club,
241 Madison St.,
Detroit, MI

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Congratulations to our members with January
birthdays!
Marcia Ford
Jerry Jones
Karen Palka
Maria Sanagustin
Karen Walker
Lucas Wright

UPCOMING MEETINGS

THE WEEK THAT WAS!!!!

February 17th: Mike Smith, Business Operations
Manager, Detroit Tigers
March 3rd: Amy Amador, Executive Director, Mercy
Education Project
March 17th: Andrea Brown, Executive Director,
Michigan Association of Planning

REMINDER… LUNCH PRICE INCREASE
The Detroit Athletic Club has raised the cost of our
club meeting lunches effective January 2015. The
price will now be $24.00. Of note, this includes the
food and parking. The DAC also stores our flags,
banners and other materials, setting them up and
taking them down for each meeting.

Wow – what a jam-packed week it wasculminating in that wonderful celebration. Be sure
to check our club’s Facebook page for photos and
we know that International will be providing
coverage and photos in their upcoming magazine.
Here is but a wee snapshot of what went on.

DETROIT KIWANIS EXHIBIT
The Kiwanis exhibit has opened at the Detroit
Historical Museum and will be in place through
early March. Please take the opportunity to visit
before it leaves. There are lots of wonderful photos
and artifacts and of course, a photo of our newly
refurbished historic marker. Jeanette sent this
certificate that she received as a young student –
says it motivated her to become a Kiwanis
member. It should have been included in the
display!

First Lady Debbie handing out t-shirts for
volunteers

Tuesday

Kiwanis received a special proclamation from
Detroit City Council. Members Eric and Aliyah
Sabree are pictured with International President
John and seven of the eight council members.

Eric, Councilmember Sheffield (we meet in her
district) and President John.
Several Kiwanians accompanied International
President John and First Lady Debbie to read to
kindergarteners through 2nd graders at Caesar
Chavez School. The school has been an active
partner with the books for kids project – coming to
help sticker books on a regular basis. We read a
story to the children and then donated books for
each class. We were joined by Dora the Explorer –
the kids loved her but wanted to know where
Diego was!

Wednesday
Fifteen of the living Past Presidents of Kiwanis
International joined current President John Button

to lay a wreath on the grave of Joseph Prance, the
first member in the Detroit #1 Kiwanis Club.

BLOOD 100 pints for 100 years
Grosse Ile, Shorewood and the Detroit No.1 Clubs
joined with the American Red Cross to collect 100
pints of blood during the month of January. While
the results didn’t meet the goal – we collected 60
pints - every bit helped and the Red Cross was
appreciative. Will we try again? You bet! The 100th
year celebration continues and we will try again
during the Michigan District Convention. Hot
weather and a hot location are sure bets to collect
more blood. Thanks to Karen Walker, Pat DeCarlo,
Rodney Miranne and Eric Sabree!
Patti giving her all!

Eric showing off his “I gave blood” sticker

Rodney covers for his Kiwanis wife Kris -he was
really in it for the cookies and juice!
Visiting Children’s Hospital
International John Button and First Lady Debbie
visited Children’s Hospital and helped distribute
bears and toys. They also worked with some of the
kids helping with an art therapy session. Our club
supports Children’s Hospital through peanut sales
and our Detroit Kiwanis Foundation.
The families and their children loved the bears and
other stuffed animals as well as all the attention!

First Lady Debbie and President Eric help one of the
patients with art therapy.

Dora the Explorer also joined Kiwanians at
Children’s Hospital

International President John Button and First Lady
Debbie were dressed in 1915 garb – they had a
bellman sneak them out of the hotel through the
basement so nobody would see them before they
got to the reception!

Friday
Stephen Henderson of the Detroit Free Press taped
a video segment with Eric Sabree, Jeanette Harris
and Barbara Jean Johnson highlighting our club and
the history of Kiwanis. It was played on WDET and
DPTV as part of Henderson’ American Black Journal
programming. Take a listen:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-lFEdBf_dM
Dessert Reception at the Detroit Historical
Museum
It was a sold-out crowd as 400 Kiwanians viewed
the wonderful exhibit and indulged in all those
calorie-filled goodies!

Bob Smith in front of the photo of the Statler Hotel
where the club first met.

Kiwanis International President John Button,
President-elect Sue Petrisin, Vice President Jane
Erickson, Marian O’Higgins, Jack Ray and Eric
Sabree pose next to the renovated “Birth of
Kiwanis” commemorative plaque that was unveiled
during the reception.

Kiwanians enjoying the reception.

The wall of Kiwanis women at the exhibit.

Courtney Love is decked out in period dress – love
those pearls!
How we looked back in the day.

THE BIG DAY!
Books for Kids Service Project
The warehouse was packed with Kiwanians from all
over the world who came to volunteer with the
books for kids project. Everyone who came had a
great time helping out. Even the folks who rode the
7:45 AM bus from the Renaissance Center to the
warehouse were full of energy and smiles!

The Party!

The tables were set and waiting!

Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club members, John
and Devonte pictured with the Decarlos. All
members of the Kiwanis family were in the house
Saturday night

Jim Heymes doing the honors.
It was so thrilling to see the parade of flags carried
into the ballroom. What a great way to start the
program.

President Eric addresses the crowd.

Our own lovely Karen Walker!

Hats off to Charlie Sprau, our oldest member and
son of one of our founding members. A standing
ovation for sure!
We got a visit from SpongeBob!

Some of our European attendees came in their
national cultural dress.
Circle K International and Key Club members joined
in the fun — with Alex Bour, Shivam K. Patel and
Tyson Diep.
Two Charlies – Charlie Sprau and Charlie Langston,
emcee for the evening.

Rachel Webster with her Kiwanis ornament
benefitting Eliminate Project.

Posing with the anniversary cake – a great photo
op!

Our famous scarecrow fundraiser – thanks Darlene
and Chuck!

Our Keynote Speaker

Drew Dudley is the Founder and Chief Catalyst of
Nuance Leadership Inc., which helps organizations
around the world increase their leadership
capacity. His clients have included some of the
world’s most dynamic companies and
organizations, including McDonald’s, Dreamworks,
JP Morgan Chase, the Franklin Covey Foundation,
and over 75 colleges and universities.
Prior to founding Nuance, Dudley spent 8 years as
the Director of one of Canada’s largest leadership
development programs at the University of
Toronto, and served as National Chair of
Shinerama, which mobilized 35,000 volunteers to
raise a million dollars annually to support the work
of Cystic Fibrosis Canada.
Drew not only joined Kiwanis on the spot but he
committed to a Centennial Award for the Eliminate
Project. Click on this link to hear his comments
from the birthday party:
Be a better leader, make a bigger difference. Drew
Dudley offers advice to Kiwanis International

International President John presented a
Centennial Award to Past International President
Gunter Gasser.
Dancing the Night Away!
Fifty Amp Fuse rocked the house – they were
unstoppable with the music and the dance floor
was packed.

President Eric’s Message on International Website
Under “Centennial News”
"The atmosphere was electric"

had the ballroom rocking and the dance floor was
full. I met so many Kiwanians from around the
globe and even received gifts from the Austrian
delegation, and the Iceland District governor gave
me a rock from Iceland which was volcanic lava
only two weeks ago. We took Kiwanis into the
second century and it what an honor for our club
to host such memorable events! See you all in
Indianapolis in June for the convention!
Eric Sabree,
President 2014–2015
Kiwanis Club Detroit No 1

Accolades

Kiwanians from around the world gathered in
Detroit to celebrate 100 years of Kiwanis and the
atmosphere was electric. This past Friday and
Saturday (January 23 and 24), were days to
remember. While they enjoyed scrumptious
desserts, four hundred Kiwanians and friends
packed the Detroit Historical Museum on Friday
night to see the Kiwanis Centennial Exhibit and to
witness the unveiling of the restored Historical
Marker. Kiwanis International President Dr. John
Button and First Lady Debbie Button looked dapper
as they blended in with others dressed in early
20th century clothing.
Saturday night was a real party! We also heard a
very important message from Kiwanis International
President Dr. John Button about the significance of
Kiwanis today, and an inspirational address from
Drew Dudley on leadership. The huge birthday cake
was a big hit for photo ops, as was the Historical
Marker. Kiwanians and guests also applauded the
mini-documentary “A portrait of Kiwanis”, which
premiered in Detroit.
Our club’s silent auction raised a little over
US$8,000 for the Eliminate Project. To top the
night off, the band was fantastic. Fifty Amp Fuse

U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow's certificate for
Detroit No.1's work in the community (Lynn, Jim
and Jeanette remind us that she is a Spartan too!).

State of Michigan declares Kiwanis International
day.
Video with Our Own Stars!
Watch the mini-documentary starring Jeanette
Harris, Jim Heymes, Marian O’Higgins and Eric
Sabree. It was shown during the birthday party.
They did us all proud!
Click on the link: http://vimeo.com/117959317

AKTION CLUB
Aktion Club members participated during the
birthday party by carrying the flags and
representing their club. On Tuesday, January 27th,
all the members enjoyed cake and celebrated the
100th birthday of Kiwanis using the KI party kit.

at the International and Michigan District
Conventions.
New Recognition for Giving – The Centennial
Award


Aktion Club members visit the Detroit Historical
Museum Kiwanis exhibit.




ELIMINATE UPDATE





Congratulations Detroit Number One!!!
Progress to Date
As of January 16, 2015, Detroit No.1 has
$28,125.45 in gifts and pledges; our goal is
$42,750. We are at 66% of goal!!!! This is great
news. This means 15,625 lives have been saved
and protected to date. Moreover, UNICEF makes
the decision to go into countries on the basis of
pledges. That’s why it is so important for clubs to
sign a pledge.
Silent Auction/Ornament Sales
The numbers are still be tallied, bit it appears that
we raised approximately $8,000 from the Silent
Auction. That’s enough to vaccinate 4,444 babies.
We collected $1,060 from the sale of ornaments –
but we still have to repay the initial outlay from KI
before we can add to our totals. A few folks have
requested them by mail too. Former KI President
Paul Palazzolo took some of the ornaments and
said he will sell them for us. We will also sell them

The Centennial Award is a Kiwanis International
award recognizing 100 years of service.
Proceeds from the Award will go to The
Eliminate Project.
The donation amount is $1,500 which may be
paid over two years.
Clubs and individuals must only use funds
donated between October 2014 and June 2015
to be eligible for the award.
The recognition pieces include: a lapel pin with
the words “100 Years of Service”, a framed
medallion and personalized certificate.
The donor will receive the lapel pin upon
making a $1,500 pledge. He/she will receive the
framed certificate and medallion after the
pledge is fulfilled.
The framed medallion and certificate is
personalized; therefore, it impossible to have
immediate on-site presentations of the framed
pieces. The pin can be presented on-site.

Ask Jeanette for a donor form or go online at
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/kifeli2/
Save 100 Babies
Not everyone can afford to donate$ 1,250 to be a
Zeller Fellow or $1500 to get a Centennial Award,
but can you save 100 babies over a 12 month
period? That’s .50 cents a day – less than a cup of
coffee. Could you sacrifice a lunch out to save a
baby?
Club Pledge
Gifts and Pledges
Received

$42,750
$28,711
$26,870

Babies saved/protected 14,928

MEMBERSHIP
REMEMBER: All members have been requested to
submit 5 referrals. I have a Lead Form that is used

for recruiting new members to help our Committee
to get the job done. "Recruitment of 100 new
members" by January 21, 2016 will need your input
as a team effort to accomplish our President and
Lt. Governor-President Elect's same goal.
MEET (4) NEW MEMBERS: Thanks to the Sponsors,
great job:






Jason Wade, Sponsor Kimme Counts Reed
Badriyyah Sabree, Sponsor Eric Sabree
Christopher King, Sponsor, Patricia DeCarlo
Major Jan Sjogren, Corporate Salvation Army,
Sponsor Jack Ray

We will be inducting Badriyyah and Jason at our
next club meeting.
MEMBERSHIP PROJECT: Thanks to Brenda who will
be preparing the membership orientation for the
new inductees and adding on the PowerPoint.
Brenda will start on Detroit #1's next Membership
Project for the year which will bring back a Prayer
Breakfast for the Club. Now that we have more
members we can do more projects in our
downtown Corporate Community.
Respectfully submitted,
Beverly Wiggins,
Membership Chair

Host Divisions: 1,3, 7
Location: Maggiano’s
Address: 2089 W. Big Beaver west of I-75
(between Crooks & Coolidge)
Troy, MI 48084
Date: Saturday, February 28, 2015
Time: 12 Noon (exhibits @ 11:30 am)
Cost: $30.00
Registration due by February 21, 2015
(SEATING IS LIMITED!)
 Spring Divisional affords clubs the
opportunity to mix with other Kiwanis
members, vote, and receive recognitions for
your club’s service to the community,
nation and world.
 Registration starts at 11:00 a.m.
 Caucus Meetings at 11:45 a.m.
 Lunch 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
 Awards & Program 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Make checks payable to: Kiwanis Club of
Pontiac
Mail to: Andrew Terry, 5571 Whitehaven
Dr., Troy, MI 48085

UPCOMING EVENTS

Include the following information:

What is a Spring Divisional? It is an annual
opportunity to support our club and be present for
any recognitions our club will receive for superb
service throughout this last year. Please plan on
coming to support President Eric and Lt. Governor,
Marian. Space is limited so early reservations are
important.
MICHIGAN DISTRCT OF KIWANIS
SPRING DIVISIONAL 1, 3, & 7
Official Visit of the Governor

Kiwanis club
Name
Address
Contact Marian at: marian.o@sbcglobal.net
if you have any questions.

