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KRIER
President’s Corner
There are few, if any, Kiwanis business meetings or conventions that do not
mention club membership. There are statistics about the decline in
membership. In 1920, there were only 12 Kiwanis clubs in Michigan and the
average club had 95 members. In 1933 there were 47 Kiwanis clubs in
Michigan. New clubs were forming and membership was on the rise. Kiwanis
was a new organization. Today we are faced with declining membership and
the question is: What can be done to reverse that trend?
Sincerely, Dertroit Kiwanis #1 Board of Directors
Our member recruitment efforts have to increase. Every club member should
talk about their interest in Kiwanis and why there is value in being a member.
In order to do that we as members have to believe ourselves. It is difficult to
“sell” something that one doesn’t really believe in. If we are not comfortable
in asking someone to join us in Kiwanis, we have to ask why. We have to be
honest and then share our thoughts with the club members and leadership. If
we are ready to invite others to Kiwanis, what should we do? Invite someone
to a meeting and /or to a service project. Books for Kids is a great project that
attracted many of our current members. Then, we need to follow up with
them and if they are interested, contact our membership committee. Beverly
Wiggins is our current chair and Karen Walker and our club Secretary Gloria
Smart will be assisting her much more in the future. There are at least two
others who have expressed interest in joining the membership committee. If
you are interested, please let me know. The person inviting someone to our
club should not “hand off” the person to the membership committee. Stay in
touch with them and make sure they are communicating with the membership
committee. We want prospective members to understand what Kiwanis is all
about. Finally, let’s not forget to stay in touch with the current members,
especially the new members to the Club. There are a few new members that
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haven’t been back to club meetings since their
induction. We don’t just want dues paying
members, we want active members. It is partially
the responsibility of the membership to involve
each other. Pick up the phone; send an e-mail to a
new member. If you don’t have a current roster
with e-mails and phone numbers, let Secretary
Gloria know. Thanks everyone for your
participation.

President Eric
Updating our Files
Gloria, our club secretary, would like to bring our
club contact information up to date. She is looking
for the following:





Home/Business addresses
Home/Business phone numbers
Cell number
email address

If any of the above has changed for you, please
send her the change via email:
GloriaDSmart@outlook.com

UPCOMING Speakers
March 18th:
100th Kiwanis Birthday Party Planning
(Brainstorming) and Sign -up Meeting – bring your
best ideas!
Important Announcement!! The Club Board will
decide if meetings should be cancelled due to
inclement weather (and we have had some
challenges so far this winter!). At this time, club
meetings will be cancelled only if Detroit Public
Schools are closed on the day of our meeting. Be
sure to check your email if you are in doubt – a
notice will be sent.

April Brings “Skip-A-Meal”
As April approaches, so does a Kiwanis tradition –
Skip-A-Meal. April is when most Kiwanians
participate in the program, which allows them to
support the Kiwanis International Foundation.
Some clubs skip a meal during a meeting and
donate the money he or she did not spend to
foundation. Our club has decided to “pass the hat”
at the April 1st meeting so come with some extra
bucks to help support our International
Foundation.

Membership
Detroit #1's Vision started from Lt. Gov. Pat
Hampton, to have 100 new members by 2015.
With the help of all the members we can do this, I
am committed, what about you? Introduce
yourself to our latest members Antoine Benjamin
and Michael Webb; show them along with other
new members a sense of community, and a source
of fulfillment at our local Club. They will enjoy the
company of friends who share their passion for
service. Help them explore opportunities for
leadership, networking and changing lives of youth
and young adults with disabilities.
Welcome Aliyah Sabree & Lena Payton Webb as a
part of your new Membership Committee. You
ask, how you can be a part of your club's Vision?
Just print the "Lead Form," to help us accomplish
the goals.
MAY IS MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT MONTH –
let’s see if we can grow our membership to meet
the goal of 100 by our 100th Birthday Party!
Friday, July 4th, carry your Club's Banner in the
Oak Park Parade and share our vision at our
Membership Table in the park. Contact me for
more information: bwiggie@yahoo.com

Beverly, Chair
Antoine Benjamin of Benjigates Estates, LLC spoke
on February 4th about real estate development in

Detroit. He handed his membership application in
on the same day!

stickering service day is Saturday, May 10th from 9
AM – noon. Hope to see you there!
As a reminder, we meet at the Dencap Warehouse
at 45 E. Milwaukee, Detroit.
Aktion Club
The Aktion Club is always rocking during their
meetings! They were at the Books for Kids
warehouse in February to assist with book
stickering and led those in attendance in singing
and saying the Pledge of Allegiance.

New member Antoine Benjamin and his Sponsor
Felicia

Missing Pat or Jeannette?
In case you didn’t know, Pat Hampton and
Jeannette Harris are cruising the Mediterranean
(BOTH east and west). Jeannette is posting on her
facebook as she goes along and we know both she
and Pat are sharing Kiwanis and ELIMINATE news
with the 2600 folks on the ship as well as anyone
they bump into when they go ashore. Look for the
photos when they are back with us in a month or so.

The Aktion Club made Valentines for residents of
Boulevard Temple Senior facility where they also
sang Christmas carols in December. We know they
are always welcomed by the residents there.
JoMarva, Lynn, Jeannette and Pat DeCarlo were
there to help.

GIVING SERVICE

Six Objects of Kiwanis

Books for Kids

When we think of why we joined Kiwanis in the
first place, it is helpful to remember our
organizations’s six objects – yes, we hear them
read at meetings, etc. but take a minute to reflect
the true meaning behind our values and ethics of
service.

Our Books for Kids project continues to be one of
our signature service efforts. We have been busy –
during 2013, we distributed 72,625 books to
66,608 children and youth! So far in 2014 we have
given away 13,269 books serving over 16,000
children in the Detroit area.
The shelves are full so if you know of any schools or
programs working with children, youth or families
send them to our website for an application for
books (www.kiwanis1.org). The next book




To give primacy to the human and spiritual,
rather than the material values of life.
To encourage the daily living of the Golden
Rule in all human relationships.








To promote the adoption of the application
of higher social, business, and professional
standards.
To develop by precept and example, a more
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable
citizenship.
To provide, through Kiwanis Clubs, a
practical means to form enduring
friendships, to render altruistic service, and
to build better communities.
To cooperate in creating and maintaining
that sound public opinion and high idealism,
which make possible the increase of
righteousness, justice, patriotism, and
goodwill.

Kiwanis Out and About
In late January, Marian O'Higgins, Key Leader
Coordinator for Michigan and Gloria Smart, a
chaperone for Key Leader, attended the Key Leader
Training in Indianapolis to get ready for this year's
camp. Our club will be sponsoring four youth to
attend May 2 – 4th at FAHOLO in Grasslake,
Michigan.

Did You Know?
The small group of men who first came together in
1914 was initially called “Benevolent Order of
Brothers,” but this was soon changed to "NuncKeewanis" (from the Otchipew Indian language).
Roughly translated, the phrase means "to express
one's self." Later, the name was shortened to
"Kiwanis." A truer translation is “We have a good
time - we make noise!”
Kiwanis was defined as “an organization for men”
in the constitution adopted in 1924. In 1987, after
several years of debate and growing support,
women’s membership received overwhelming
approval. The impact of this decision was seen
immediately in the membership increase of more
than 3,000 women in Kiwanis clubs in the first six
months. More than twice that number were
members by the next International convention in
1988, and thousands more joined Kiwanis’ ranks
during the 1988-89 administrative year. The
numbers are on the rise each year.
It may have taken us some time to get there but
Sue Petrisin, a 25-year member of the Kiwanis Club
of East Lansing, is the first woman elected to serve
as president of Kiwanis International, or any of the
largest service organizations in the world, including
Rotary and Lions International. It took Detroiters
to found this great club and we soon will have a
Michigan woman leading the way!

Dick Peterson, Leadership Development Manager; Gloria
Smart; Dennis Oliver, International Trustee; Marian
O’Higgins

Key Leader Team from 20 different states and Canada in
Indianapolis for Key Leader Training

On Saturday, February 15th, Wayne State
University’s Circle K club sponsored a Service Day
for the Universities in Michigan. Six universities
participated in book stickering for our Books for
Kids service project. Club members in attendance
included Thom Mann, Gloria Smart, and Marian
O'Higgins.

ELIMINATE FATIGUE?

With Jeannette out of the country, we are “reprinting” a message from her – ELMINATE is a
signature project of Kiwanis and we all need to get
behind the efforts to eliminate maternal/infant
tetanus!
As I visit clubs, I am hearing that folks are getting a
little tired of hearing about The ELIMINATE Project.
I have heard that some folks just want to enjoy a
nice, restful meal and relax a little and not be upset
by hearing about dying mothers and babies. Well,
my response to that is help Kiwanis International
raise $110 million U.S. to save the babies and the
children and we won’t be talking about it all the
time… but till then we must and we will. Kiwanis is
not a social Club; Kiwanis is a Service Club!
Detroit No.1 is a leader in the Michigan District by
agreeing to become a Model Club, one which
pledges $750 per member over a five year period.
That’s only .41 a day per person - if we did no fund
raisers at all. But, thanks to individual gifts and
fundraising, as of December 31, 2013, we have
raised $13,390 toward our total goal of $42,000.

Ruth, President from Lac Ste Clair Kiwanis, Leo, Gloria Smart,
Thom Mann and (not pictured) Marian O’Higgins from Detroit
No.1 helping at WSU Service Project.

At the 99th Birthday Party, the Silent auction
yielded $1800 for The ELIMINATE Project. Thank
you, Sharon Gwizdowski and Darlene Farrugia for
doing the heavy lifting for the Silent auction.
Thanks to everyone who donated merchandise and
to those who purchased items. We saved 1,111
lives! At the party, Kiwanis International President
Gunter Gasser spoke about his trip to Madagascar
and how he felt as he witnessed first-hand the
difference Kiwanis is making in the lives of women.

Fatigued? Not us!!! We will not rest until children
stop dying for lack of a vaccine that is cheap and
has been around since the 1930s. So dig deeper
and ask your friends and family to help. When you
go to sleep each night, isn’t it a grand feeling to
know that you have saved a life?

Guest Speaker:
Sherry Jones
Emmy-Award Winning News Reporter for WLNS TV
*Only 88 miles from Detroit!
$25 per person. Mail checks to:

Jeanette

Liz Wilson
9455 E. Vermontville Hwy
Dimondale, MI 48821

UPCOMING EVENTS
2014 AKTION CLUB BOWLING ELIMINATOR
Thursday, April 17th
11:00 AM-1:30 PM

Deadline: Checks must be received by May 14,
2014

The 100th Party Will Be Here Before We
Know It!

Mayflower Lanes
26600 Plymouth Road, Redford
Event coordinators: Jeanette Harris, Jerry Jones
and Pat DeCarlo
Come and meet your neighbors in both the US and
Canada at the 26th annual:
Kiwanis international Canada – USA
Goodwill Week Banquet

We can’t rest on our laurels from our successful
99th birthday party. The planning for the 100th
Birthday Party is underway. We will be working
with Kiwanis International to throw what is bound
to be the best bash ever in 2015! Projections are
for 2000+ Kiwanians to be there – be sure you can
stand up and be counted. Eric Sabree and the local
party committee will be reaching out and providing
opportunities to participate in the planning and the
party itself. Contact Eric for further information at
EricSabree@yahoo.com.

April 30
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM

January 24, 2015
100th Anniversary Celebration

Lambton Inn
1485 London Rd.
Sarnia ON

Marriott Renaissance, Detroit
Newsletter Help!
th

$27.00 U.S. Reservations are due by April 16 .
Payment can be made at the door.
For further information: http://seawaykiwanis.ca
LUNCHEON AND SILENT AUCTION BENEFITING
ELIMINATE
May 24th
Noon – 4:00 PM
Charlar Center
4230 Chalar Dr., Holt Michigan*

For anyone who has done either this newsletter or
produced one for another organization, you know
that the most difficult thing is to find “news” and
photos of interest to readers. Many thanks to those
who have contributed in the past (Jeannette,
Beverly, Eric, Marian… and others) but I still need
help – please forward any newsworthy tips or
information you think would be of interest. Any
and all would be welcome and appreciated! Send
news and photos to: kristine.miranne@att.net.

Kris

