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241 Madison St.,  
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Detroit #1 Kiwanis  

 
DETROIT #1’s LITERACY EFFORTS 
 
You all know about our signature project - the books for kids program. Several months 
ago we moved the warehouse down the street from its original location at Dencap (and 
thank you both Lentines for your commitment to this work). 
 
We continue to collect, sticker and distribute books to schools and 
organizations/groups working with children, youth and families. We had a great 
turnout of members and others to help with the book distribution on February 4th. 
Those in attendance were Joe Lentine, Jr., Shelia Connolly, Marian O’Higgins, Jeanette 
Harris, Karen Walker, Pat DeCarlos, Jerry Jones and Thom Mann. These events are 
organized by Lena and Michael Webb, the committee co-chairs who are doing a 
splendid job of keeping our club’s project running.  
 

 
Mike, Joe, Jr, and Sheila 
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Kiwanis helpers 

 

Marian and helpers 

Come out and help on book distribution days. 
Volunteers are needed to help representatives 
from schools and programs working with kids 
choose appropriate books. Our next date is 
Saturday, March 4th from 1:30 - 4:30 PM. 
 
Contact Mike Webb if you can help: 
mike2webb@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Free Little Libraries 

We are embarking on a new literacy project - 
sponsoring two “Free Little Libraries”. These 
libraries are designed to generate community 
involvement. The idea is you take a book, bring 
back a book. People walking, bicycling or driving  by 
can help themselves to books within. You may have 
seen these in your travels around Detroit - the goal 
for 2017 is to have 313 in place throughout the 
city.  

Thanks to the Detroit Little Libraries (who is 
working with the national organization), we have 
two little libraries and mounting posts. Kris 
Miranne is staining and varnishing them. She and 
Jeanette Harris are working to identify locations for 
the boxes once finished. We will be looking for 
volunteers to not only help install them but to keep 
them stocked with books. We know we can count 
on our “books for kids” project to provide children 
and young adult inventory but we will also be 
looking for donations of adult books.   

We’ll keep you informed as this moves along and 
hope to be able to dedicate both little libraries in 
the near future.  

 
 

CLUB MEETINGS 

February 7th: Speaker: Tom Duffield, Hands on 
Mission with Presbyterian Disaster Association, 
came and shared his fascinating stories of going to 
areas devastated by natural disasters - primarily in 
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the south. Our own Frank Palazzolo has 
accompanied him on some of these trips. It was 
interesting to hear how a group of volunteers with 
big hearts and strong backs can bring hope back to 
areas hit hard. But, not only are they helping bring 
back the physical landscape, they work with 
families too.  

Tom speaking to the group 

Karen, Greg and Lucas enjoying the salmon cakes and 
chocoloate dessert! 

Upcoming Meetings: 

March 7th: Our regular meeting at the DAC is 
CANCELLED. We will be meeting at the IHOP at 
2701 E. Jefferson to do a service project.  

 

 

Customers at selected IHOPs receive a free short 
stack of pancakes in exchange for a donation to the 
Children's Miracle Network. Marian O’Higgins is 
helping coordinate this for our club. Please contact 
her at: marian.o@sbcglobal.net and she can help 
you sign up for a shift. Not only will be doing 
service, we will have an interclub with New Center 
Kiwanis who will be there too.  

 

WOMEN IN KIWANIS 

On July 7, 1987, 
delegates at the annual Kiwanis International 
convention in Washington, DC, heard the 
declaration: “The chair rules that it (Amendment 
Number 2 as amended) has passed by two-thirds 
vote.” At that moment, the very nature of Kiwanis 
club membership was forever changed for within 
the provisions of the International Constitution and 
Bylaws, Kiwanis clubs worldwide could elect 
women to membership.  
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There was a significant purpose in having the 
delegates adopt the amendment admitting women 
into membership “as amended” on the floor of the 
House of Delegates. The original amendment 
would have required clubs only in the United 
States to open their membership to any person 
meeting all other requirements regardless of 
gender. It was Past International President William 
M. Eagles who made an impassioned plea to have 
the provision to the Constitution, if passed, apply 
to clubs worldwide.  
 
When Detroit #1 was chartered by the State of 
Michigan on January 21, 1915, there really was no 
question about the gender of membership. Kiwanis 
clubs traditionally were male. In 1924, it seemed 
appropriate to spell out more specifically the 
requirements for membership in a local club and 
the Constitution, Bylaws and the Standard Form for 
Club Bylaws also contained this restriction. 
 
Beginning in the 1970s, almost every 
International convention had an amendment 
presented with the continuing arguments for and 
against — but with some growing support evident 
for — the admission of women. One attempt in 
1976 tried to “get a foot in the door” by proposing 
honorary membership for women.  
 
The first clubs to knowingly admit women included 
the Kiwanis club of Great Neck, New York and the 
Kiwanis Club of Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. There was, of course, no 
question as to what action was mandated. The 
Constitution and Bylaws gave no choice. Each club 
was notified that it had 60 days to comply with the 
provisions governing membership or its charter 
would be revoked. The Board also continued to 
monitor the membership records, and when clubs 
admitted women to membership, action dictated 
that they be told their charters would be revoked. 
In most instances, clubs agreed to comply. There 
was, however, no actual way of knowing how many 
female members simply became unofficial in 

character and were never reported to the 
International organization.  
 
At the International level, amendments continued 
to be presented, and there was some evidence of 
growing support for such a change in the 
Constitution and Bylaws, but never did a vote on 
any one amendment approach the necessary two- 
thirds vote required for the passage of a 
constitutional amendment. 
 
In August of 1985, ACLU attorney Marcia Baer was 
given the task of bringing a lawsuit against Kiwanis.  
Baer, via a television broadcast, stated that she was 
empowered by the Kiwanis Club of 
Ridgewood, New Jersey, to bring suit against 
Kiwanis International to strike down the provisions 
of Kiwanis that made Kiwanis an organization for 
men only. Rather than waiting to be sued as had 
been announced by the club through its attorney, 
the Kiwanis International Board authorized its 
attorneys to file in federal court in New Jersey a 
separate federal lawsuit asking the court to stop 
the Ridgewood Kiwanis club from calling itself a 
Kiwanis club since it no longer met the criteria of 
one. Not soon after Kiwanis’ troubles, Rotary was 
experiencing the same issues about gender 
restrictions. . 
 
There had been considerable cost with this 
litigation, not only in funds expended but even 
more so in anguish, anxiety and hostility. By the 
time of the Washington, DC convention, more than 
50 clubs had openly admitted women members. 
With the positive action of the delegate body on 
July 7, 1987, the membership resolved its own 
problem, allowing the Board as well as the Kiwanis 
Club of Ridgewood, New Jersey, to withdraw all 
legal action. 
 
The impact of the Washington, DC decision was felt 
immediately with a membership increase of more 
than 3,000 women in Kiwanis clubs in the first six 
months. More than twice that number were 
members by the next International convention in 
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1988, and thousands more joined Kiwanis’ ranks 
during the 1988-89 administrative year.  
 
As they say, the rest is history…. 
 
Source: Hapgood, L.A. (2005) Dimensions of Service, The 
Kiwanis Story. www.kiwanis.org. 
 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

 Jack Ray    

 Wilma McClanahan 

 Greg Zink 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Aktion Club Training and Leadership Conference  
 
The 2017 Training and Leadership Conferences are 
coming later this year. In fact, they are going to be 
in two different locations!  One of which is in 
Michigan.  After all, Aktion Club members are part 
of the Kiwanis family’s fastest-growing program. 
It’s time to make our signature event accessible to 
more people than ever.   

Our Aktion Club members are quite involved with 
Kiwanis - they have attended Detroit #1’s birthday 
parties, stickered books, sung at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital, raised money for 
ELIMINATE by collecting cans and bottles and 
collected money for Kiwanis Peanut Day.   

Have you met members of our sponsored Aktion 
Club?  Now is the perfect time.  The Club meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at the Activity 
Center inside the Community Social Services 
Building at 3745 Cass Ave, Detroit, MI 48201. 
Meetings start at 11:30 AM and go for an hour or 
so.  Please join us for community service and 
fellowship. You will always be greeted with a smile!  

 
 
 
MICHIGAN CIRCLE K DISTRICT 
CONVENTION (DCON) 

The biggest event of the year for the Michigan 
District Circle K clubs is the District Convention 
(DCON). Each year, one of the district clubs hosts a 
weekend of service, leadership, and fellowship and 
this year it is our own Wayne State University Circle 
K. The event, to be held on March 24 - 26 at the 
Detroit Courtyard Marriott, is a perfect weekend to 
celebrate a year of great progress and plan for 
another. Our club foundation has been able to 
provide supporting funds for this event - we are 

http://www.kiwanis.org/
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delighted to be of assistance for the Circle K club 
we sponsor. For more information about the 
convention, contact wsu.circlek@gmail.com. 

 
SPRING DIVISIONAL 
 
It is that time of year again - our Spring Divisional 
will be held on April 1st at the Beaconsfield 
Conference Room (2nd floor) in One Woodward, 
Detroit MI. A service project will begin at 10:00 AM 
followed by registration at 11:30. The program 
begins at noon. The cost is $15/person (if you bring 
a shoe donation for ELIMINATE) or $20/person 
without a donation. There will be no sales at the 
door. Tickets must be purchased by March 15th. 
More registration information is forthcoming.  
 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
 

 
The 2017 International Convention will be held in 
Paris. Here are just a few details with more 
forthcoming:  
 
Important International Convention registration 
deadline dates and fees: 
 

 Registration by 4/14/17 = $300 per person 

 Registration from 4/15/17– 5/15/17 = $350 
per person 

 Registration after 5/15/17 (onsite only) = 
$400 per person 

 
Convention information will be posted on the 
District website: www.mikiwanis.org by the end of 
January. Click on the Menu tab - scroll to 
Convention & Event Registrations- Kiwanis 
International Convention. Clicking on this link takes 
you to International’s convention page - 
information posted, or soon to be posted by 
Kiwanis International includes links for: 

 
 Online registration and a hard copy 

 Hotel registration links* 

 Travel insurance 

 Amendment and resolution proposals 

 Listing of candidates and information about 
them 

 Schedule of events;  

 
* This year there will be no assigned hotel for the 
Districts, attendees can stay at one of the 2 hotels 
that will be available. Hotel costs will be €190 
(euro) with an additional €20 for a 2nd person (only 
2 people per room).   
 
The District will have a District Caucus at the 
Convention Center with date and time to be 
determined.   
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