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Detroit #1 Kiwanis
As 2016 comes to a close and we greet the New Year, there is much strife in our
country and throughout the world. We come from different faiths and traditions but as
Kiwanians, we share the same vision of serving the children of the world. This means
working to ensure they have a future that is the best it can be. Here are but a few
prayers calling for peace - something we can only hope for as 2017 begins…
O Great Spirit of our Ancestors, we raise the pipe to you, to your messengers the four
winds, and to Mother Earth who provides for your children. Give us the wisdom to teach
our children to love, to respect, to be kind to each other so that they may grow with
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Be generous in prosperity and thankful in adversity. Be fair in thy judgement and
guarded in thy speech. Be a lamp unto those who walk in darkness and a home to the
stranger. Be eyes to the blind and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. Be a breath
of life to the body of humankind, a dew to the soil of the human heart and a fruit upon
the tree of humility (Baha’i prayer for peace).
May all beings everywhere plagued with sufferings of body and mind quickly be freed
from their illness. May those frightened cease to be afraid, and may those bound be
free. May the powerless find power and may people think of befriending one another.
May those who find themselves in reckless, fearless wildernesses - the children, the
aged, the unprotected - be guarded by beneficent celestials (Buddhist prayer for peace).
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CLUB MEETINGS
December 6th: This was our annual Detroit No. 1
Foundation meeting during which Jeremy Cnudde,
the President of the Foundation, gave club
members an update. We also held our election for
a foundation trustee. Joe Lentine, Sr. was elected
for another five-year term.

A few of our foundation board members: Lucas Wright, Joe
Lentine, Sr., Frank Palazzolo and Greg Zink

December 20th: We were entertained by the
Salvation Army Quartet and led in song by Major
Jan. She shared some historical tidbits about St.
Nicholas and the “morphing” over time to Santa
Claus.
Jeremy addressing the club

Chatting during lunch

Salvation Army Quartet

We also inducted our newest member - Sejla
Kulaglic (pronounced Shayla Cool-Ugly-Ch). Sejla
was born in Bosnia and lived in Germany before
moving to the United States. She attended middle
school in Hamtramck, high school in PlymouthCanton and obtained her Bachelor’s degree in
accounting with a minor in German from Wayne
State University. She is currently pursuing her
Master’s Degree. She works for Rehmann as a
senior tax associate. Her parents and two younger

sisters live in Canton, with other family in Bosnia,
Germany and the Netherlands.

Beverly Wiggins, Membership Chair and Sejla’s sponsor,
pinning our newest member

Upcoming Meetings

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING

On December 13th, members braved the chill and
the cold wind to ring the bell for the Salvation
Army. And yes, the plaza around the Campus
Martius Building does have its own weather that
includes some mighty wind.

January 3rd: We will meet at the books for kids
warehouse (290 E. Milwaukee) to sticker books. As
always, pizza and salad will be provided. Come
prepared to help with our signature project and to
chat with your fellow Kiwanians. If you have
someone you think may would be interested in
Kiwanis, this is a great opportunity to introduce
them to members and the service work we do.
January 17th: NO meeting as we have our 102nd
birthday celebration on Saturday.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS







Sheila Connolly
(Christmas Eve!)
Barbara Jean Johnson
Sejla Kulaglic
John Mann
Joe Manzella
Kris Miranne (almost
New Year’s Eve!)

Nancy Ray, Jack Ray and the Salvation Army Quartet. Major
Jan tootin’ her horn and sharing the music

Jack Ray presented Major Jan with two checks for
the Salvation Army totaling more than $2,300 $2,000 from our Detroit Kiwanis Foundation and
the balance from the monies collected ringing the
bells. Thom rang that bell hard and he brought in
the most contributions!

WE CARE EVENT
Kiwanis #1 Club participated in a "We Care" event
on December 14th sponsored by several Detroit
area design companies and associations. Held at
Southeastern High School, over 200 children ages 5
to 13 years were brought in from several schools
for gifts, crafts, food and fun.

Gloria Smart knows how to bundle up - bet she could have
auctioned off those ear muffs for a pretty penny!

Our crafts were "Pay It Forward" Christmas cards
and clear Christmas bulbs filled with snow and
colored skittle candies with bows. Thanks to Terry
Ford, a talented artist, who drew the children’s
names on the bulbs. Karen Walker and Kimme
Reed were there to work the table - many thanks
to Kimme for coming up with the craft ideas and
organizing the table.

Warming up afterward with a coney and coffee at American
Coney Island!

Kiwanis members and friends/family who rang
bells included Sheila Connolly, Sejlac Kulagic, Thom
Mann, Frank Palazzolo, Jack Ray, Nancy Ray, Major
Jan Sjogren, Gloria Smart, Karen Walker and Lucas
Wright.

Karen Walker and Kimme Reed made sure attendees knew
Kiwanis was in the house!

Our crafts

The reason we do these events - for the children

KIWANIS PARK

Did you know that many years ago our club
sponsored a park on Detroit’s eastside? Located at
the corner of Kercheval and Concord, the park has
fallen into disrepair. Now, thanks to the efforts of

the Eastside Community Network, the park is being
brought back to life with an "in progress" sculpture
project by Larry Halbert. When completed, the
stones in the photo will have been carved by Larry
and there will be a reading garden in place. Work
has been slowed down due to winter but we’ll keep
you up to date as things progress.
·

ANNUAL GIFT GIVING
On December 20th, we were at the BanksWilliamson Center for Special Education to
distribute gifts and snacks to 90 special needs
youth and young adults. Our club has been doing
this service project for over 20 years!
Eric and Badriyyah Sabree have organized the
event for the past several years but they were out
of the country this year so Barbara Jean Johnson
and Karen Walker stepped in to be sure the
presents the Sabrees purchased before they left
were wrapped and delivered to the school. The
Lentines made sure that Santa stopped by to help
pass out the gifts and to greet each and every one.

Santa with one of the many lovely thank you cards from the
students

Santa’s helpers included Joe Lentine, Sr., Karen Walker,
Barbara Jean Johnson and Sheila Connolly

The Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club members
spent several meetings making holiday cards and
practicing carols for their appearance at the Thome
Neighborhood Center on December 13th. Kiwanis
members Pat DeCarlo, Jeanette Harris and Kris
Miranne accompanied Aktion club members and
we enjoyed it as much as the seniors did.

Great smile!

books for kids
Volunteers are needed for sorting and stickering on
February 4th and March 4th. More details on time,
etc. will be forthcoming. At some point, after the
New Year, we’ll get an annual update for the good
works done during 2016. We know that books are
flying out of the warehouse and into the hands of
kids where they belong!

We realized that this was the same date as the
Salvation Army bell ringing downtown but this is
the date for the regularly scheduled Aktion Club
meeting and the caroling and card distribution has
been their tradition for several years now. At least
we were warm!

Not only are the books going to schools and
organizations serving children, we have taken
hundreds of books to various community events
where there are kids and families. Each one has a
Detroit No. 1 sticker on it so folks know we are
committed to serving children and literacy.
Singing to the seniors with lots of enthusiasm!

the end of the newsletter that can be completed
and mailed to Thom.
Important: Deadline for registration is January 16th.

The Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club meets on the
2nd and 4TH Tuesday of the month at the Cass in the
Activity Center inside the Community Social
Services Building at 3745 Cass Ave, Detroit, MI
48201. Meetings start at 11:30 AM go for an hour
or so. Please join us for community service and
fellowship.

102ND KIWANIS BIRTHDAY PARTY
Plans are coming p for the upcoming birthday
celebration to be held on January 21, 2017. The
event will be held at the Greektown Casino/Hotel
at 1200 St Antoine St. Detroit 48226.
Jae Erickson, Kiwanis International President, and
her husband Gus will our guests of honor.
The event will start with cocktail reception at 6:00
PM followed by dinner at 7:00. There are also
rooms available at the Greektown Hotel at a
discounted rate of $139.00 per night.
Tickets this year are $50.00 per person. Please
remit checks, made out to Detroit No. 1 Kiwanis to:
Thom Mann
5138 Bayside Dr.
Troy, MI 48098
Any questions? Thom can be reached at
248.202.0804. There is a flyer/registration form at

CELEBRATE 102 YEARS OF KIWANIS!
The Detroit No. 1 Kiwanis Club cordially invites you
to join us for the 102nd Birthday Celebration of
Kiwanis Founded in Detroit in 1915.
Date: Saturday, January 21st
Location: Greek Town Hotel
Address: 1200 St. Antoine St., Detroit, MI
Phone: 313.323.2967 (Rooms available $139.00)
mention Kiwanis code: KIWA102 Free Valet
6:00 pm Check In, Cash Bar, Meet and Greet
7:00 pm Dinner
8:00 pm Keynote Address

Guest of Honor and Keynote:
International President

Jane Erickson
& First Gentleman Gus

MUST REGISTER BY: January 16, 2017
Return this Section for Hardcopy Registration (Please Print)
Name:___________________________________ Club_________________
Email:_________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________ Phone________________
City: ________________ State: ______________ Zip: __________________
No. of Guests_________ X $50.00 ______________
Guest Names:____________________________________________________

Registration form
www.kiwanis1.org
Mail Hardcopy Form to:
5138 Bayside, Troy, MI 48098
Make Checks Payable to:
Detroit Kiwanis No. 1 Club
Contact: Thom Mann,
248.202.0804
thommann@wideopenwest.com

