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Detroit #1 Kiwanis  

 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

 

 What a great turn out of members at our Spring Divisional, 11 
members shared in hearing about the many awards our club was awarded.  It 
is always a good time when we have an opportunity to mingle and share 
conversations with our Kiwanian friends. 
 
Flint Interclub on May 19th. We are working on Interclubs in our own Division.  
Last year we had a Round Robin and we were recognized for this, which means 
we had an Interclub with the 7 other clubs in Division 1.  As to date we only 
have one with New Center, 6 more to go by September.  Please look for these 
upcoming opportunities. 
 
We are working on a Service Opportunity for May. We are also looking to do 
another service with WSU-Circle K. 
 
Also, Prayer Breakfast at the Cosmopolitan Club for the whole Division on 
Saturday, May 21st at 9:30 am.  Please mark your calendars. 
 
I thank each member for all you do.  If there is any type of service or activity 
that you would like to, do please contact Thom or Kris. 
 

 
 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 

 

lower registration price been extended until May 
15th.  There are so many people you meet and 
many opportunities for learning and growth.  If you 
have never attended an Int’l Convention this one is 
pretty close to home in Toronto. 
 
Michigan District Convention is August 26-27th in 
Lansing at the Kellogg Center.  Another opportunity 
to see how the District runs and things to learn at 
the Kiwanis state level. 

 

  Marian 

CLUB MEETINGS 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
May 3rd:  Speaker: Anthony Brogdan, “The Great 
Detroit” Filmmaker and Producer. 
 
We will also be inducting Elaine McKinney, our 
newest member. Please come and welcome her to 
our club.  
 
May 17th: Speaker: Brittini Kellom, Founder and 
Executive Director of “Just Speak Incorporated”. 
 
As always, please contact Lucas to confirm your 
attendance so he can give the DAC an accurate 
head count: lucas@hacketbrass.com.  
 
April Speakers 
 
April 5th: Ed Deeb, Founder and CEO of Michigan 
Youth Appreciation Foundation shared stories from 
when he first became involved with helping Detroit 
youth and their families. It was pretty amazing to 
hear the history of how the organization grew from 
a handful of people involved to where thousands of 
kids are on Belle Isle for “Metro Youth Day” – over 
35,000 children and 1600 volunteers. It is the 
largest young event in Michigan and possibly the 
entire Midwest.  
 

 
Ed and Marian – he really rang that bell once she handed it to 
him! 

 
 
April 19th: Speaker: Jelani Karamoko, Director of 
the Wayne County Land Bank was our speaker. 
Jelani was recently named director and he shared 
his expertise and experience leading up to his new 
position. He also discussed potential strategies to 
address foreclosures, abandoned housing and 
vacant lots. Although he is working for the county, 
he is also partnering with cities including Highland 
Park, Inkster, Ecorse and River Rouge. Very 
interesting talk that is certainly timely. We wish 
him luck in his new endeavors!  
 

mailto:lucas@hacketbrass.com


 

 

 
Marian giving Jelani one of our special bells – who  knows, he 
may be ringing for our help with his new enormous 
undertaking! 
 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
Congratulations to our members with birthdays in 

April!  

 
 Patrick Cannon 

 Jeremy Cnudde 

 Joe Lentine, Jr. 

 Stephen Mayhew 

 Gloria Smart 

 
 

 

books for kids 

Look for upcoming information about our next 
distribution in May. There may also be an 
opportunity to help sticker books.  

In the late fall, we submitted a grant to Kiwanis 
International – funding needed to support the 
administration of the project and acquisition of 
additional books. We were not awarded a grant in 
the first round but were asked to resubmit with 
some minor changes. We should hear by July if we 
made this funding cut. Fingers crossed!  

HELPING HANDS AKTION CLUB 

We’re in Kiwanis Now”  
 
 

 
 
As this favorite Kiwanis song belted out, members 
of the Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club smiled and 
looked at their new banner and flag stand, items 
made possible by the generous gift from the 
Detroit #1 Foundation.  The club made plans for 
singing at the VA Hospital, making greeting cards to 
honor Veterans, cleaning up the area around the 
Community Center and planting flowers. “There’s 
work to be done and let’s have some fun”.    
        

 

 

CAMPERSHIP SUPPORT 

Our club and foundation boards approved almost 
$15,000 in campership scholarship support for the 
summer of 2016. These monies go to programs, 
which in turn, provide scholarships for campers. 
We are able to do this due to the generosity of Bill 
Drevant who years ago willed monies for a 
restricted campership fund. 

Programs we supported this year included: 

 Camp Mak_A_Dream 



 

 

 Circle Y 

 Detroit Young Life 

 Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

 Fowler Center for Outdoor Learning 

 Girl Scouts 

 Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind 

 Kids Kicking Cancer 

 Kiwanis Key Leader 

 Racquet Up Detroit 

 Salvation Army 

 Sandcastles/Camp Erin 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

 Tamarack/Fresh Air Society 

 Urban Methodist Youth Camp 

 Urban Neighborhood Initiatives 

 Wildwood Ranch 

 YMCA 

IN MEMORIAM 

Doris Mims Neal  

Doris Mims Neal passed away March 21 in Tacoma, 

WA. She was the wife of Sylvester Neal, former 

2011 Kiwanis International President. Many of you 

will remember meeting her when she and Sylvester 

were in Detroit for our birthday celebration.  

Doris was one of four children growing up in 

Austin, TX during the height of the Civil Rights era. 

It was there she met Sylvester, her husband of 48 

years. She retired in 2000 after 25 years of work as 

a Hearing Officer for the Alaska Department of 

Labor. Doris wore many hats, but her most 

important and cherished roles were as mother, 

grandmother and devoted wife. In lieu of flowers, 

the family requests that any gifts made in her 

honor be sent to SIGN Fracture Care International. 

Every $100 gift in Doris’ Memory will restore a 

trauma victim to a productive life in a developing 

country somewhere. https://signfracturecare.org 

 

 

Don Burwell 

Don Burwell, the founder of the Kids against 

Hunger coalition in Michigan, passed away on 

March 21st. Many of you will remember him when 

we first participated in the project prior to his son 

Michael taking over the reins. Thanks to his passion 

and relentless work, the project grew from 

packaging a few thousand meals a year to more 

than 16 million since 2004. In lieu of flowers, the 

family requests that donations be sent to the Kids 

against Hunger Coalition, 8600 Northland, Oak 

Park, MI 48237. 

COUNTING UP SERVICE HOURS 

Secretary Kris Miranne has begun tabulating 
service hours from our various volunteer activities. 
She will coordinate with Thom Mann, our service 
committee chair, but feel free to email her with 
your hours (Kristine.miranne@att.net). This is 
important for our monthly report to Kiwanis 
International but also as a way for us to showcase 
the wonderful work we do in our communities.  

HELPING OUT FLINT FAMILIES 

We have begun collecting donations of baby wipes 
and good quality lotions to be donated to Flint 
families enduring this ongoing water crisis. On May 
19th, we will deliver our donations to Bethel United 
Methodist Church in Flint who will handle 
distribution to those in need. We will also have an 
interclub with the Flint Kiwanis club. Contact 
Jeanette Harris if you are interested in going: 
jharris48@yahoo.com.  

Jeanette and Kris are still collecting either products 
or cash – we will shop. The last chance to 
contribute in person will be at our May 3rd club 
meeting although feel free to mail a check to either 
Jeanette or Kris. Thanks to all of those who have 
contributed to date. Nice pile of goodies in Kris’ 
office already!  

 

mailto:Kristine.miranne@att.net
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SPRING DIVISIONAL 

Our club was well represented at the Spring 
Divisional held on April 16th – a meeting of 
Michigan Kiwanis Divisions 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7. In 
attendance were: Vernita Beverly, Marian 
O’Higgins, Lynn Kleiman, Kris Miranne, Pat DeCarlo, 
Karen Walker, Elaine McKinney, Barbara Jean 
Johnson, Eric Sabree, Thom Mann and Beverly 
Wiggins.  

Our club won several awards and you will see the 
various patches up on our banners in the near 
future.  Marian O’Higgins also won the President’s 
Challenge award as Division 1 Lieutenant Governor, 
an award that she attributed to the hard working 
Kiwanians of our division.  

Enjoying each other’s company 

 

 

 

Our awards 

Marian is also running for 2016-2016 Governor-
Elect. She had materials there and also was given 
the opportunity to give her “stump speech”. 



 

 

 

KEY LEADER CAMP 

Our club’s foundation is supporting five young 
people to attend this year’s Key Leader Camp to be 
held the weekend of April 24th. It appears that this 
year’s camp will have the most registered youth 
ever – quite an accomplishment. Marian O’Higgins 
and Gloria Smart will be there playing important 
roles. Look for photos in the May newsletter and 
I’m sure Marian will be posting many on Facebook 
the week after the camp ends.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Annual Detroit Area Kids Fishing Derby  

Our club will be participating in the 20th annual 

event held at Palmer Park. In the past, we have 

brought books and had volunteers in place. 

When: May 21st, 9:00 AM – 1 P PM 

Contact Jeremy Cnudde if you are interested in 

volunteering or need further information: 

cnudde@kkue.com. 

You can sign up through our website: 
www.kiwanis1.org or contact Thom Mann at 
thommann@wideopenwest.com 

 

Cosmopolitan Club’s Prayer Breakfast 

When: May 21st, 9 AM 
 
Where: PACCM Center 
              17536 Northland Park Ct 
              Southfield, MI  
 
Guest Speaker: Reginald Pacis 
 
Cost: $20/adult, Children 12 below: $10 
 
RSVP: 
 

 Carol S: 586.354.4258 

 Flor P: 586.506.7352 

 Marissa R: 248.931.0226 

 Al T: 313.378.3611 

 Annie M: 248.931.9710 

 Tony K: 248.755.6122 

 International Convention in Toronto 

Registration is now open. You can find all of the 
information on the District website at:  
www.mikiwanis.org. Please note the following 
deadlines:  

 4/16/16 – 5/13/16 $350 per person 

 After 5/14/16 (onsite only) $400 per person 

The Michigan District is assigned to The Fairmont 
Royal York hotel.  The District Caucus will be held 
there as well. 

Several of our members, along with other 
Kiwanians, will be taking the train from Windsor to 
Toronto. Check with Marian and she can fill you in 
on the details.  

2016 Michigan Kiwanis Convention 

August 25 – 27, 2016 

Kellogg Center, East Lansing, Michigan 

Details are forthcoming.  
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