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Head to Birmingham on Aug. 5-7
for Alabama District Convention
By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

Plan to join Vice Governor and Birmingham Kiwanis
member Armand St. Raymond at the Kiwanis Giraffe
Encounter at the Birmingham Zoo on Aug. 5 during the
District Convention.

Attend the Alabama District Convention in Birmingham
Aug. 5-7 and meet Kiwanis International President Sue
Petrisin, KI Member Services Director Joan Wilson, members
from around Alabama and some inquisitive giraffes, too.
The convention will be held at the Embassy Suites hotel
in Homewood, 2300 Woodcrest Place.
Events begin Friday with meetings of several boards at
the hotel, along with convention registration, according to
co-chairs Tammy Driskill and Pat Manasco.
The Kiwanis District Board, Alabama Kiwanis Founda
tion Board and Reading Is Fundamental Advisory Board
will meet at various times on Friday afternoon, and lieutenant governor training will be all day Friday, so check
the tentative schedule on Page 5 of this Kourier to find
your meetings.
On Friday evening, Kiwanis Family Fun Night will be
held at the Birmingham Zoo, featuring the Kiwanis Giraffe
Encounter and dinner. The 6:15 p.m. outing will be hosted
by the Kiwanis Club of Birmingham, which gave funding
for the giraffe exhibit that opened in 2012, and the Ala
bama District. A 4,000-square-foot observation deck allows
visitors to feed the giraffes.
(See BIRMINGHAM, Page 16)

Toronto brings world cultures together
By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

TORONTO — The sights and sounds of the
Kiwanis International Convention here June
23-26 were a mix of the many cultures that
make up Toronto and the Kiwanis world.
During a walk through the exhibit hall and
World Showcase in the Metro Toronto
Convention Center, you might encounter
these scenes:
n Members of the newest Kiwanis club in
Nepal posing in front of a Kiwanis banner.
n Kiwanians playing games resembling roulette in educational booths about The Formula

In the Toronto
exhibit hall, Critt
Snellgrove of Dothan,
right, and Anthony
Snyder of Appleton,
Wisconsin, learn
about Kiwanis brand
ing and correct logos
from Amy Wiser, KI
chief communications
officer.

(See TORONTO, Page 9)
See you in Birmingham for the District Convention Aug. 5-7, 2016
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7% not enough for convention

Would you be ecstatic and thankful if your employer told
you that you would receive less than 7 percent of what
your coworkers made for the same job? Would you be
excited and pleased if your doctor told you that you had
less than a 7-percent chance to survive a surgery? Would
you be thrilled and ready to celebrate if less than 7 percent
of U.S. citizens had the right to vote?
I think I know your answer to all three questions: No!
No! and No!
I have one final 7-percent question to
ask: Should Alabama District Kiwanis be
delighted and impressed because less
than 7 percent of Alabama Kiwanians
will attend the annual District Conven
tion? I can speak for myself with a
resounding “no!” I have no idea why so
few of our Kiwanians have registered for
the District Convention in Birmingham
August 5-7.
Birmingham is somewhat centrally
located for easy access. The city has so
much to offer for convention attendees.
From the The convention will be housed at one of
Birmingham’s finest hotels, an Embassy
Governor Suites. The hotel is very luxurious and
offers a free, cooked-to-order breakfast
By Bob
and a free social gathering every night.
Palys
Convention chairs Tammy Driskill and
Pat Manasco have spent countless hours
to ensure an enjoyable gathering. A supper at the Birmingham Zoo is scheduled for Friday night, a
delicious Interclub Luncheon is planned for Saturday afternoon, and the Governor’s Banquet will offer fine dining
Saturday evening. Arguably, the best Kiwanis International
President in recent years — Sue Petrisin — will address the
convention on Saturday; she is a dynamo of enthusiasm
and an excellent speaker. Educational, entertaining and
enjoyable workshops will be offered Saturday morning
and afternoon.
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I hope that the magical 7 percent is not based on apathy.
If we are truly an organization dedicated to “improving
the world one child and one community at a time,” apathy
cannot exist. Attendees at the District Convention will
have the opportunity to learn and share ideas that have
worked to fulfill our mission. They will be excited and
motivated to make their home clubs even stronger and
more relevant. The District Convention will enable
Alabama Kiwanians to make new friends and rekindle old
friendships.
It is not too late to attend the convention in Birmingham.
The number 7 may be a good luck charm but 7 percent is a
pitiful and unacceptable statistic. I urge every Kiwanis
Club in Alabama to send a minimum of four representatives to Birmingham. It is not my dream to make Alabama
Kiwanis good; it is not my hope to make Alabama Kiwanis
great; it is my goal to make Alabama Kiwanis the best!
Being the best would greatly improve our communities
and cities, making Alabama a “True International
Champion.” I hope to see you in Birmingham.

Thank heaven for 3 more months

I am in the final quarter in my term as District Governor
of the GREAT Alabama District. As a former educator with
35.5 years of classroom experience, I was accustomed to
grading my students based on their achievement in various academic areas. I tried my best to be fair and provide
an honest evaluation. When I became Kiwanis governor, I
presented four goals for my year of servant leadership. My
governorship is not quite over, but I thought that I needed
to give myself a report card on the previous nine months.
1.) One goal was to stop the 16 consecutive years of negative membership growth. Since 1999, Alabama District
membership had decreased from 5,736 to 3,371 in 2015. My
goal was to end the 2016 Kiwanis year with at least 3,371
members. I felt that stopping the 16 consecutive years
downward trend would stimulate a positive growth in
2017.
Kiwanis International statistics record our current membership to be 3,366, a loss of five members. While five appears to be a relatively small number, it still indicates
negative growth. We have had two
Kiwanis clubs to fold, and five clubs
have lost four members or more. Please
Published by
refer to the KI chart on Page 24 in this
Address news, photos and other correspondence to:
Kiwanis Kourier to view how your
Patrice W. Stewart, Editor
club has fared. Luckily, we still have a
256-303-1668 n kiwaniskourier@gmail.com
chance to finish the year with no lossDesign and technical assistance by Steve Stewart, assistant professor, Troy University
es. It is not easy, but it is doable.
Bob Palys, Cullman (kiwanianbob@gmail.com)������������������������������� Governor Unfortunately, September is the month
Keith Graham, Azalea City (kgraham@gbdcpa.net)���������������� Governor-elect that most clubs report losses to prevent
Armand St. Raymond, Birmingham
higher dues payments in October for
(Armand.2.StRaymond@AMPF.com ����������������������������������� Vice Governor the new year.
Brian Rodgers, Indian Springs (brianrodgers@gmail.com) ������ Past Governor
We do have two areas where a new
Pat Manasco (dist_sec@alkiwanis.org) ������������������������������� District Secretary club is ready to open. Immediate Past
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Governor Brian Rogers is working to
Phone (205) 945-1334 or (800) 745-1334, Fax (205) 942-5348
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(See GOVERNOR, Page 3)

Celebrate 25 years with Jean Dean RIF: buy calendars and Silver Barnett Awards
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scheduled for Oct. 8 (see articles on
the shoe drive and RIF Appreciation
(From Page 2)
Gala in this issue). I have tried to find
Alabama businesses that would proDistrict Secretary Pat Manasco and
vide grant help to Alabama RIF.
Vice Governor Armand St. Raymond
Although I received friendly and
are hoping to charter a club in the
appreciative support, I was 0/12 for
Gardendale/Fultondale area; those
financial help. We have one chance
two clubs would be tremendous and
left with the Wal-Mart State Giving
replace the two Kiwanis clubs that we program.
lost.
My grade on goal No. 3: D
If every club that has encountered
4.) My final goal centered on our
membership loss would recruit one
secondary district project —
new member, that would give us 20
Children’s Hospital. I was hoping to
new members. Several clubs have nei- increase understanding of Children’s
ther a gain nor a loss; if those clubs
and increase our financial support.
could motivate one new member each, During my governor’s visits, I have
we would gain 26 members. Finally, I
heard of increased support of the spehate to ask because you all have
cial “Place of Miracles” for children.
worked hard to gain members, but if
Children’s of Alabama has told me
every Kiwanis club that has increased
that donations have increased,
in membership could somehow add
although only slightly. There is still
one more new member we would
time to enable us to “Serve the
increase by 31 — that would be aweChildren of the World,” especially the
some!
children of Alabama.
I appreciate all of the work our
My grade on goal
Kiwanis clubs
No. 4: B-minus.
have done to
I am glad that
Districtwide, we are down
retain and recruit
my father could
five members to 3,366. But
membership. I
not see my report
small gains by multiple
hope that we can
card. Let’s just say
clubs could give us an
continue to work
that my extraincrease for the year.
successfully to
large derriere
make Alabama
would be pretty
Kiwanis bigger
sore and my television-watching time
and stronger. Congratulations and
and my participation in athletics
thanks to the clubs that have shown
would be greatly limited. A “C” averpositive growth.
age was not allowed. I would beg my
My grade on goal No. 1: D.
dad for one more chance to return to
2.) A second goal was to increase
the “A” honor roll. We have three
Kiwanis service. This past year I have
months left to successfully achieve
visited with 39 Kiwanis clubs in
our goals. Thank you for what you
Alabama, two in New York and one in have done and what you will do in
Tennessee. I have heard and seen all
the future.
of the great projects completed by
Kiwanis. I honestly feel that the
Help support RIF
amount of service provided this year
in two ways
is at a record number. Our communiSaturday, Oct. 8, will be an importies have benefited from Kiwanis dedtant date for the Jean Dean RIF
ication. I am truly proud of the differProgram. During the morning hours,
ence that we have made and the lives
Alabama Kiwanians and Circle K and
that we have changed. The Kiwanis
Key Club members will gather at the
name, although still a secret in many
RIF Warehouse in Opelika for the
areas, has received increased favorable
annual Tri-K Day. They will help
public relations and appreciation.
Cathy Gafford begin the arduous task
My grade on goal No. 2: B-minus.
of labeling 30,000-plus books that will
be delivered to Head Starts in all of
3.) My third goal was to increase
Alabama’s 67 counties.
support of the Jean Dean Reading Is
Fundamental program. I know that
By volunteering to help, the
many Kiwanis clubs continued or
K-Family will tell 23,000 3- and
joined in the reading of RIF books to
4-year-olds that Alabama Kiwanis has
Head Starts, and several fundraisers
provided them with three free books.
are in the works, such as a shoe collec- There is never too much help; mark
tion. We also have an evening event
your calendars and prepare to help

Governor
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RIF. By the way, both Alabama and
Auburn have football challenges out
of state: Alabama will take on the
Arkansas Razorbacks, and Auburn
will face the Bulldogs of Mississippi
State.
Later in the day a very special event
will take place: A RIF Appreciation
Gala at a country club in Opelika. The
gala will honor Kiwanis Club RIF
chairs who have dedicated time and
energy for the Jean Dean RIF Program
to help so many young children over
the past 25 years. Registration and a
reception will begin at 5 p.m., with
dinner at 6. A limited number of tickets will be for sale, so be sure you are
among those dining and socializing
while helping fund RIF. The program
will also identify and thank
Kiwanians who have served RIF over
the past quarter of a century.

Distinguished Club
recognition

Is your club “something special”?
The Alabama District is providing
awards for Distinguished Kiwanis
Clubs. The application is very easy to
complete; it is on Page 23 of this
Kourier and will be available at
District Convention. Not every
Kiwanis club would meet the criteria
for Distinguished status. No Alabama
Kiwanis club works solely for awards.
However, if your club is deserving
of special recognition, you must apply.
The District Board is not composed of
mind readers, and we cannot award
our great clubs that have earned distinction if we are not informed.
Applications must be received by
Sept. 30, and the awards will be
announced at the Mid-winter
Conference in February.

Thank you twice

My family and I have had a couple
of rough months. I would like to
thank all for their kind thoughts and
prayers when my sister passed away
on May 7 after a 14-year battle with
cancer. She was a remarkable lady
who served as both sister and mother
to me.
Also, I thank you all for your kindness during my wife’s recent accident.
Your prayers and best wishes meant a
lot to both of us. I would especially
like to thank two Monroeville Kiwan
ians, Past Lt. Gov. Paul England and
current Lt. Governor Jonathan Dick,
(See GOVERNOR, Page 4)

E-mail news and photos of club projects to the Kiwanis Kourier, kiwaniskourier@gmail.com
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(From Page 3)
for making the connections that helped fly us home to
Alabama from New York.
Melba is working extremely hard with physical therapy
to regain her ability to walk and use her left wrist. She is
convinced that she will attend the District Convention in
Birmingham, but I have my doubts.

Pilots for Christ

J. W. Sales Jr. was devoted to Kiwanis. He served his
Monroeville Kiwanis Club for many years and then served
as Alabama District Governor in 1992-1993. He also was
elected and served as a Kiwanis International Trustee in
the late 1990s.
This model Kiwanian, who owned Sales Ford Inc., died
July 31, 2014, but his example of service has been carried
on by others in Monroeville. One of J.W. and Wendy Sales’
sons, Jim Sales, is a past president of the Monroeville
Kiwanis Club and operates the Ford dealership. Their
other son, Johnny Sales, is the flight coordinator for the
“Pilots for Christ” (PFC) chapter headquartered in Mon
roeville who handled booking the flight that brought me
and my wife, Melba, back to Alabama July 7. She had been
hospitalized in Toronto and then Buffalo, New York, for
broken bones and surgery since a June 21 fall after we
arrived in Toronto to attend the Kiwanis International
Convention.
The initial contacts with PFC and emailing of doctor’s
releases and other information to us were handled by
Monroeville Kiwanians Jonathan Dick and Paul England,
who are the current and past Kiwanis lieutenant governors
for that area.
Pilots for Christ president and chief pilot Tommy Lee is
another Monroeville resident who was so helpful when
PFC arranged our flight and he flew us from Buffalo to
Cullman. Without their help we would have remained in
Buffalo for an additional month or two, until Melba could
board a commercial flight.
I applaud and thank the Monroeville and Andalusia
Kiwanis clubs for their support of Pilots for Christ.
Monroeville Kiwanis secretary Phil Allen serves on the
PFC board, and I know there are probably more Kiwanians
and clubs raising funds and making donations. Much support also comes from churches throughout Alabama and
the Southeast.
Pilots for Christ is a Christian-based 501(c)3 corporation
that offers free flights for patients with special transporta-

Governor Bob Palys and his wife, Melba, arrived in
Toronto June 21 to attend the Kiwanis International Con
vention but never made it to the meetings. Soon after
arrival at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel, she took a tum
ble on a spiral staircase, requiring an ambulance, hospi
talization, and wrist and knee surgery. They were missed
by other Alabama delegates, who were glad to hear of
her transfer to a Buffalo, New York, hospital June 24 and
then a much-awaited flight home to Cullman July 7,
thanks to the Pilots for Christ chapter in Monroeville.
(See the news story published by CullmanSense at
tinyurl.com/home-from-canada.) This photo was made
during the District Convention in Tuscaloosa last August,
and Kiwanis friends hope to see them both at this year’s
convention Aug. 5-7 in Birmingham.
tion needs. There are approximately a dozen Pilots for
Christ centers scattered throughout the United States; the
Alabama branch far exceeds any other in number of
flights. Monroeville covers the Tennessee, Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi states.
Most of the Monroeville chapter’s flights carry children
to the St. Jude’s Hospital in Memphis and all ages to the
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. Flights are
based on applications and there is no charge for their service. PFC survives strictly on donations.
If any Kiwanis Club is interested in helping a special
501(c)3 corporation, please visit their website to learn more
about this worthy organization. See pilotsforchrist.net and
their Facebook page.
Once more, Alabama Kiwanians and their statewide network of connections have helped someone in need.

Working on the ‘K’ brand

Under the “Image” part of the I-Plan, Kiwanis International
has begun an ad campaign with the “Kids Need Kiwanis” mes
sage, along with emphasis on branding — using the right logo
in the right way, press releases and more. Patrice Stewart (left)
shows new T-shirts given to those who turned in old logo shirts
in the Toronto exhibit hall, where KI Chief Communications
Officer Amy Wiser (center) gave out other items and advice.
Stewart, who is editor of the Kourier, has been named the
Alabama District public relations coordinator and attended a
training weekend in New Jersey run by Wiser.
Deadline for the fall edition of the online Kiwanis Kourier is Sept. 20, 2016
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Tentative agenda for Alabama District Convention
Embassy Suites, Homewood/Birmingham
Friday, August 5, 2016
Breakfast on your own
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.: 2016-17 Lieutenant Governor training
Noon-5:30 p.m.: Registration open
Noon: 2015-16 District Board luncheon (by invitation
only)
Noon-1:30 p.m.: RIF Advisory Committee meeting,
Magnolia Room
1:45-3:15 p.m.: District Foundation Board meeting,
Magnolia Room
3-4:30 p.m.: 2015-16 District Board meeting, Delta
Room
6:15 p.m.: Family Fun Night and RIF 25th birthday celebration at Birmingham Zoo

Saturday, August 6, 2016
Breakfast on your own
8:00 a.m.: District Foundation/RIF Silent Auction
starts, Tara Board Room
8:15 a.m.: General Session to include officer elections,
Key Club Governor and Circle K Governor updates,
Key Leader update, Jean Dean RIF 25th birthday recognition resolution, and introduction to the I-Plan by
International President Sue Petrisin
9:30 a.m.: Club secretary training, Magnolia Room
9:30 a.m.: I-Plan workshop on INSPIRATION featuring
The Formula, Delta Room
9:30 a.m.: I-Plan workshop on IMPACT featuring
Reading Is Fundamental, Camellia Room
10:25 a.m.: I-Plan workshop on IMPACT featuring

K-Kids/Builders/Aktion Clubs, Delta Room
10:25 a.m.: I-Plan workshop on IMAGE featuring Public
Relations, Camellia Room
10:50 a.m.: Club president training, Magnolia Room
11:20 a.m.: I-Plan workshop on IMPACT featuring Key
Club and Circle K, Delta Room
11:20 a.m.: I-Plan workshop on INVESTMENTS featuring KI Foundation and District Foundation, Camellia
Room
12:30-2:30 p.m.: Interclub Luncheon to include club
roll call, Jean Dean Courage Award, Hixson, Zeller and
Barnett awards, address by Governor-designate Keith
Graham, On To Paris (Kiwanis International
Convention in summer 2017) and On To Auburn
(District Convention in summer 2017)
2:45-4 p.m.: Past governors’ meeting, Magnolia Room
2:45-4 p.m.: Past and current lieutenant governors’
meeting, Delta Room
2:45-4 p.m.: AKF/RIF 2016-17 activities and ideas,
Camellia Room
6 p.m.: Honors reception with music by Mike Savela
6:30 p.m.: Governor’s banquet to include Governor’s
farewell, retirement and installation of district officers,
Governor’s awards and recognitions, address by
Kiwanis International President Sue Petrisin, and
entertainment by Key Club members

Sunday, August 7
Breakfast on your own
8:30-9:15 a.m.: Memorial service, Magnolia Room
9:30-11 a.m.: 2016-17 District Board meeting,
Magnolia Room

Donate items for silent auction
A silent auction will be a Saturday
event during the 2016 Alabama
Kiwanis District Convention in
Birmingham on Aug. 5-7, and donated
items are being sought.
The auction chairman is Mike
Winstead, treasurer of the Alabama
Kiwanis Foundation, which splits proceeds with its signature project, Jean
Dean Reading Is Fundamental.
Each club is asked to bring auction
items to the convention and to obtain
the acquisition/value forms on donated items.
Those who donate can take a tax
deduction for the value of the item;
the value should be listed on the form
to be turned in with the item.
Plan to donate and then have fun
shopping the auction, where items
start at half of their retail value. Cash,

checks or credit cards are accepted.
Ideas for auction items: children’s
toys; Alabama/Auburn football tickets and related items; autographed
memorabilia; hotel or vacation packages; NASCAR items; collectibles such
as figurines, dolls, books, toys; jewelry; art and antiques; golf packages;
concert tickets; gift certificates to chain
restaurants and department stores;
gift cards or shopping sprees to places
such as the Galleria or Tiger Town;
gift baskets, home decor and furniture; autographed memorabilia; outdoor/sporting items; car services and
gasoline gift cards; games, cars, boats,
Harley or other brand items; motorcycle memorabilia; running or golf
equipment and more.
A friendly competition usually
develops between funds raised on

Alabama items versus those raised on
Auburn items. Monetary donations in
support of the auction also count
toward this competition, so support
your team!
The Alabama Kiwanis Foundation
uses funds for scholarships and
matching grants for some club projects, while RIF has needed more funds
to help buy books and serve children
(especially in counties when there are
no Kiwanis clubs to help) since 2011,
when federal funding was cut off.
See www.jeandeanrif.org or call 334750-9974 for information or to get a
copy of the acquisition form that must
accompany each item donated. Items
can be brought to the convention or
shipped to the RIF warehouse in
Opelika.

Plan to attend the Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental service day and evening gala Oct. 8
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Ben Taylor to run for vice governor

and a graduate of Tallassee High School and
Auburn University.
Ben Taylor, who served the Alabama District as
He has worked for Alabama Power Co. for 18
Division 10 lieutenant governor in 2014-15, will be
years. He is now a distribution specialist in
a candidate for vice governor at the Kiwanis
Montgomery, working with commercial and indusDistrict Convention Aug. 5-7 in Birmingham.
trial accounts on lighting services and other needs.
“I see this as an opportunity to lead, and to use
Before Montgomery, he handled similar duties in
our past 100 years of Kiwanis as a foundation to
Tallassee, where he still lives.
build our future,” Taylor said. “It will be a great
Along with a job location change last year, he
challenge, but I hope to keep up the Kiwanis tradichanged Kiwanis clubs, going from the small-town
tions while introducing some new ideas to help
Tallassee club with 15 members to the Kiwanis
Ben Taylor
take the Alabama District to another level. We’ve
Club of Montgomery, the third largest Kiwanis club
got to look toward the future.”
in the world with about 280 members.
Taylor wants to see Kiwanians more involved in The
“That’s more people committed to the cause, and each
Formula and The I-Plan. “We’ve got to increase memberKiwanis member impacts the lives of 206 people,” Taylor
ship, create enthusiasm in our clubs and recruit, recruit,
said. He serves on membership and other committees and
recruit,” he said.
will be volunteering at the Alabama National Fair, which is
“There are people all around our towns who will come to the primary project of that Montgomery club.
our clubs if you just ask them and give them an opportuniHe attended the Kiwanis 100th anniversary convention
ty. That’s how I got involved -- someone asked me.”
in Indianapolis in 2015. “That’s where I really got the
He joined the Kiwanis Club of Tallassee in April 2012
Kiwanis bug and decided to run,” Taylor said.
and soon served as president and lieutenant governor. He
He is on the board of directors of the Tallassee Chamber
also is division club counselor for The Formula.
By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

Taylor, who will turn 40 on Aug. 2, is a Tallassee native

(See TAYLOR, Page 17)

Hartselle playground grand opening

For nearly 10 years, the Kiwanis Club of Hartselle has played a major part in bringing to life a playground for all
children. On May 6, a grand opening was held for the John Mark Stallings SNAP Playground (Special Needs
Accessible Playground). This million-dollar effort was begun in 2006 by Hartselle Kiwanis and three other civic clubs
to benefit children of all abilities. The founding civic clubs were assisted by governments, volunteers, businesses,
industries and grants. The playground opened in stages as funding became available; a swing area opened in 2008,
followed by the splash pad in 2010, pavilion in 2011, main entrance and smaller playground in 2013 and a larger play
ground and enhancements in 2016. Former Alabama football coach Gene Stallings, whose son Johnny lived with
Down syndrome and died in 2008, spoke at the grand opening.
Have questions? Call the Kiwanis District Office in Birmingham at 205-945-1334

Alabama Kiwanis Kourier, July 2016
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New KI officers to take over Oct. 1
By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

Delegates at Kiwanis International’s
Toronto convention reaffirmed June 24
that Jane Erickson, of Bellevue,
Nebraska, will serve as president and
James M. Rochford of Peoria, Illinois,
as president-elect for the year beginning Oct. 1.
They have been president-elect and
vice president, respectively, for the
past year. Sue Petrisin of Lansing,
Michigan, who is president this year,
will continue on the board as immediate past president in 2016-17.
The post of vice president was
sought by a field of four candidates in
Toronto. KI Board of Trustees member
Florencio C. “Poly” Lat of Manila
Metropole, Philippines, won after a
runoff with Randy Delay of Houston,
Texas. Other candidates for vice president were Elizabeth Tezza of Mt.
Pleasant, South Carolina, and Patti
Barsotti of Danville, California.
Winning the three trustee slots from
the United States were Fred Dietze of
Hudson, Wisconsin, Peter Mancuso of
North Bellmore, New York, and Bert
West of Divide, Colorado.
The Asia-Pacific Region trustee will
be Chian, Chu-Ching, Taichung City,
Taiwan.
The Canada and Caribbean Region
trustee will be Gary Levine of Owen
Sound, Ontario, Canada, who was
elected in May during the Eastern
Canada and Caribbean District convention.
Chosen as the trustee from Europe
was Paul Inge Paulsen, Askoy,
Norway, who was elected during the
Kiwanis European Federation convention in May.

Clockwise, from top: President-designate Jane Erickson (green jacket) is
joined on stage at the closing convention session by her family plus the
directors of “Choir! Choir! Choir!,” who had the audience singing “Don’t
Stop Believing.” Kiwanians congratulate Florencio “Poly” Lat (right) of the
Philippines, who won the June 24 election for KI vice president over three
candidates from the United States. A banker who was 2011-12 Distinguished
Governor of Philippines-Luzon, he has been honored for building 28 new
Kiwanis clubs and 17 new Service Leadership Program clubs. Alabama
District Governor-elect Keith Graham and wife Dee Dee attended Erickson’s
planning meeting in Toronto for those who will serve on her team in 2016-17.

Erickson’s slogan: ‘Energize the Dream’
By Patrice Stewart
Kiwanis Kourier editor

Get ready to “Energize the Dream.”
That is the slogan that Jane Erickson will be using for her
2016-17 year as president of Kiwanis International. Her
logo design is accented with bright handprints — probably
from her grandchildren.
Erickson, of Bellevue, Nebraska, will become president of
Kiwanis International on Oct. 1.
When Erickson announced plans to be a candidate for
the top posts in KI, she said she wanted to use her passion
for helping children and communities “to help transform

Kiwanis into a stronger, more viable organization which
serves more children and enjoys a higher level of awareness worldwide.”
She wants Kiwanis to have members and partners who
are not afraid to tackle large projects that will result in
“happy, healthy, safe and loved children.”
Erickson served as KI vice president in 2014-15 and president-elect in 2015-16.
In Toronto, Erickson related a conversation with a young
granddaughter after the bombings and terrorism in Paris
(See ERICKSON, Page 24)

The next Kiwanis International Convention is scheduled in Paris, France, July 13-16, 2017
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Kiwanis International president coming to Alabama again for convention
Kiwanis International 2015-16 President Sue Petrisin
(left) may be winding down her year at the helm, but she
is already taking on new duties. She has agreed to be the
Kiwanis International Board’s counselor to the Alabama
District for 2016-17 and will get started Aug. 6 by install
ing officers and speaking at the Governor’s Banquet dur
ing the District Convention in Birmingham. Petrisin was
in Alabama in late February, when she spoke at a brunch
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Birmingham and also

visited the Key Club District Convention in Mobile and
the Circle K Convention in Tuscaloosa. The photos above
show the leader from Michigan talking with Kiwanians
and guests June 22 during a reception in the award-filled
Hockey Hall of Fame in downtown Toronto. In the other
photo, the famous Stanley Cup — the National Hockey
League’s championship trophy — can be seen on the left
of the people in hockey jerseys; many Kiwanians had
their photos made with it during the event.

KI delegates act on 11 amendments

Delegates at the Kiwanis Interna
tional Convention business session in
Toronto on June 24 defeated four proposed amendments that would have
provided for an annual dues adjustment option, tiered dues, web-based
voting, and changes in district treasurer selection.
Following are the issues involved
and the action taken on 11 proposed
amendments.
1. Auxiliary bodies
Purpose: To eliminate obsolete and
potentially confusing wording regarding auxiliary bodies of Kiwanis
International. — Approved
2. Use of Kiwanis name and marks
Purpose: To clarify Kiwanis
International authority regarding use
of the Kiwanis name and marks as it
relates to foundations and other affiliated entities, including intellectual
property. — Approved as amended
3. Kiwanis International affiliates
and subsidiaries
Purpose: To codify Kiwanis
International “affiliates,” which are
regions or other groups composed of

clubs and districts, and “subsidiaries,”
which are wholly owned organizations and business entities. —
Approved
4. District treasurer
Purpose: To revise the term and
selection process for district treasurers
in order to align districts with Kiwanis
International’s strategic plan and provide better oversight over district
funds, assets and financial operations.
— Defeated
5. Annual adjustment option for
Kiwanis International dues
Purpose: To provide that Kiwanis
International dues may be adjusted by
no more than US$2 annually, with a
cap of US$5 over a five-year period, to
keep up with inflation. — Defeated
6. Secure web-based voting for
Kiwanis International business
Purpose: To provide that the business of Kiwanis International decided
by delegates will be conducted by
secure electronic voting, thereby giving an equal voice to all Kiwanis
clubs. — Defeated
7. Tiered dues

Purpose: To base tiered dues on a
percentage of the gross national
income of the U.S. — Defeated
8. Members who belong to more
than one club
Purpose: To provide that members
who belong to more than one Kiwanis
club shall only pay Kiwanis
International and district dues to their
primary club. — Failed for lack of
motion
9. Life membership status fee
Purpose: To provide a variable life
membership status fee based on the
member’s age. — Failed for lack of
motion
10. Foundations, charitable funds
and other affiliated entities
Purpose: To clarify Kiwanis
International’s authority regarding
foundations and affiliated entities. —
Withdrawn
11. Delegate verification process for
electronic balloting
Purpose: To add specific processes
to the bylaws regarding electronic balloting at Kiwanis International conventions. — Withdrawn

Remember the $10 plus $10 plan for gifts to Kiwanis foundations
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(From Page 1)
and taking home fans and reminders
of the correct Kiwanis logo from the KI
public relations and branding booth.
n Alabama’s Rip Livingston, the
2015-16 International Key Club president, staffing a K-Family booth.
n People making photos with life-size
cutouts of Canadian Mounties honoring
the Ontario convention and Parisian
landscapes with the Eiffel Tower promoting next year’s convention.
n Children playing on a full-size
playground set up by an exhibitor.
n Longtime convention participants
trading and selling pins.
n Candidates for KI offices passing
out campaign items from booths in the
exhibit hall, a new location this year.
n Old friends reuniting and new
acquaintances introducing themselves
around tables near food counters holding everything from crepes to hot dogs.
Convention attendees went to educational sessions before the opening
session, where KI President Sue
Petrisin presented a challenge. “Kids
need Kiwanis now more than ever,”
she said. “Can they count on Kiwanis
for the next 100 years?”

The keynote speaker at this 101st
convention was Col. Chris Hadfield,
the Canadian astronaut who has been
on three flights into space and lived
five months aboard the International
Space Station. He is known for using
social media, starting every morning’s
Twitter message from the Space Sta
tion with “Good Morning, Earth!”

Astronaut advice

Hadfield told Kiwanis and Circle K
members he had always been interested in space, but there was no Cana
dian space agency or astronaut group,
so he had to join with other groups.
“We have to challenge ourselves to do
something that was originally impossible,” he said, and joining others with
similar goals is important, just like the
service of Kiwanis.
The author of the book “An Astro
naut’s Guide to Life on Earth: What
Going to Space Taught Me about
Ingenuity, Determination and Being
Prepared for Anything” said the
world’s next Einstein might die sick
and malnourished unless Kiwanis
does something about it.
Petrisin presented Hadfield with a
Kiwanis Humanitarian Award for
Science Education.

Kids need role models

“Kids need Kiwanis,” she said,
referring to the new ad campaign,
“and they need role models from all
walks of life.”
To prepare to help more children,
convention workshops focused on the
new I-Plan, The Formula, officer education, club signature projects, getting
grants, connections and partnerships.
Entertainment ranged from Three
Men and a Tenor to young Jivan Ram
esh, a participant in the Canadian Music
Festival that is the signature project of
Kiwanis in Canada. Grammy-winning
singer/songwriter Jewel performed at
the gala dinner celebrating the 100th
birthday of Kiwanis in Canada.

CN Tower, other sights

With an antenna reaching 1,815.4
feet, the CN Tower defines Toronto’s
skyline.

9

Just outside the convention hall, the
Canadian National Tower (CN Tower)
dominated the landscape, calling to
tourists to ride to the observation levels of the 147-floor marvel that has
some glass flooring and a revolving
restaurant. Completed in 1976 to
improve television reception, it was
the tallest free-standing tower in the
world until one in Dubai took over
that title in 2010.

Alabama District Governor-elect
Keith Graham of the Azalea City
Kiwanis Club in Mobile and his wife
Dee Dee, shown in the lobby of the
Fairmont Royal York Hotel, Toronto,
await a gathering of his class of gov
ernors. Graham will be installed by
Kiwanis International President Sue
Petrisin at an Aug. 6 banquet during
the District Convention weekend at
Embassy Suites in Homewood.
Sidewalk cafes accented with flowers and sightseeing buses beckoned to
convention attendees, as did the St.
Lawrence Market, Royal Ontario
Museum, Toronto harborfront,
Hockey Hall of Fame and Bay Street
shopping. Visitors explored underground walkways dotted with shops,
eateries and subway stations connected to hotels and the convention center.
The Alabama delegation met for a
caucus and brought guests to a sunset
harbor cruise with dinner. Traditional
afternoon tea was offered in the elegant
lobby of the Fairmont Royal York Hotel.
Some delegates headed before or
after the convention to Niagara Falls
for a drenching boat ride, helicopter
view of the falls and fireworks. Some
visited Niagara on the Lake, home to
wineries, vineyards, shops, restaurants and the George Bernard Shaw
Play Festival.

Recruit new members and volunteer to help with The Formula and I-Plan
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Kiwanis International Convention
June 23-26, 2016

Photos by Patrice Stewart

See you in Birmingham for the District Convention Aug. 5-7, 2016
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Toronto

Kiwanis International Convention
June 23-26, 2016

Photos by
Patrice Stewart

Celebrate 25 years with Jean Dean RIF: buy calendars and Silver Barnett Awards
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Toronto

Kiwanis International Convention
June 23-26, 2016

Photos by Patrice Stewart

E-mail news and photos of club projects to the Kiwanis Kourier, kiwaniskourier@gmail.com
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Toronto
Kiwanis International
Convention
June 23-26, 2016

Photos by
Patrice Stewart

Deadline for the fall edition of the online Kiwanis Kourier is Sept. 20, 2016
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Alabama Circle K
wins honors during
Toronto convention

Circle K’ers, with the Alabama flag, celebrate as election results come in during their convention in Toronto.

District, Bloom named Distinguished; UA’s Crofoot wins International Board election
The Alabama District of Circle K
Justin Crofoot from the Alabama District was
International took many honors and awards
elected to the International Board to represent
home from Toronto.
Subregion G during 2016-17. Crofoot, who is
from Sycamore, Illinois, is an incoming junior
About two dozen Circle K members from
at the University of Alabama. His districts will
Alabama traveled in vans to Canada, where
include Caribbean, Carolinas, Florida, Georgia
their service group met at the Sheraton Centre
and Alabama.
Hotel Toronto while also sharing some speakSeveral chapters won “Growth Enhances
ers and sessions with Kiwanis International
Membership” awards:
June 22-June 26. Five CKI advisers from
Alabama also attended.
n The University of Alabama Circle K took
second place in the Diamond Division.
The Alabama District of Circle K was one of 10
n The Alabama State University chapter won
districts taking “Distinguished District” honors
second place in Sapphire Division.
— the second year in a row for Alabama.
n The Troy University chapter took fourth
Jessica Bloom, a recent Auburn University
place in the Ruby Division.
graduate who served as Alabama Circle K
n The University of South Alabama Circle K
Governor for the past two years, was named a
Critt Snellgrove
won fifth in the Ruby Division.
Distinguished Governor for the second time
became the fifth
because of hard work and dedication to the
Also, Sarah Kidwell of the University of
Alabamian to receive Alabama chapter received a Zeller award for
district and the organization.
her work with the “Miles for Moms” project.
Bloom, who is headed to graduate school, ran CKI’s “Circle of
Service” lifetime
Kiwanian and Circle K adviser Critt w of
for president of Circle K International in
achievement award.
Dothan was honored with the 2016 Circle of
Toronto but lost to Shayna Cole of Ball State
Service Award at a June 25 CKI honors assemUniversity, who served as governor of the
bly in Toronto. He is the fifth Alabamian to receive this
Indiana District last year. In another race, Steven McCarty
lifetime achievement award. Others were Bob Palmer,
was elected CKI vice president; he was CKI governor of
Allan Hayes Steve Means and David Womack.
the Michigan District last year.

Looking ahead to 2017 conventions:
Kiwanis in Paris, France; Circle K in San Antonio, Texas
Plan to attend the Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental service day and evening gala Oct. 8
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Alabama Circle K
members, former
members and advis
ers gathered after the
opening session in
Toronto are, from left,
Michael Moore,
Justin Crofoot,
Stephanie Fox, Jessica
Bloom, Kyle Pierce,
Critt Snellgrove and
Meggie Hall.

Circle K, Key Club in Toronto

Alabama Circle K members carried around an Alabama
state flag while campaigning for Jessica Bloom and Justin
Crofoot. From left are Michael Moore, past president of
At the event where Circle K adviser Critt Snellgrove of
Circle K at the University of Alabama; Bloom; Crofoot;
Dothan received a lifetime achievement award are, from
and new Alabama CKI Governor Stephanie Fox.
left, John Shertzer, Snellgrove and David Womack.
Key Club International
President Rip Livingston (right),
a recent graduate of Alabama’s
Homewood High School who is
headed to Stanford University,
staffed the K-Family booth in the
exhibit hall in Toronto several
times to talk with Kiwanians
attending the convention. That
was one of his last duties as inter
national president, a position he
passed on during the Key Club
International Convention in
Atlanta July 6-10.
Remember the $10 plus $10 plan for gifts to Kiwanis foundations
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Appreciation Gala to follow book prep day in Opelika on Oct. 8
By Cathy Gafford

Executive director
Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental

Mark Oct. 8, 2016, on your calendars,
because that will be a big day for the
Alabama Kiwanis family, with warehouse service work and board meetings in the daytime and a RIF
Appreciation Gala that evening.
Kiwanis Family boards will all hold fall meetings in
Opelika that day. Starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8, we
will have our annual Tri-K Service Day at the Jean Dean
RIF warehouse in Opelika.

Preparing books for reading

As always, everyone from across the state is invited to
come and help get thousands of books ready for delivery
to over 20,000 at-risk young children across Alabama during the 2016-17 school year. Come comfortable and plan to
have a good time while doing valuable K-Family service!
Lunchtime will be handled differently this year, with
everyone “on their own” for lunch. The warehouse will not
close for lunch. You can bring a picnic and eat outside or
visit any of a number of local restaurants. FYI: A good, reasonably priced Mexican restaurant has opened next door
to the warehouse. Tri-K Service Day will end at 2:30 p.m.
That evening, a RIF Appreciation Gala at the
Saughahatchee Country Club will celebrate our first 25
years of service to Alabama’s at-risk young children. It will
be a ticketed fundraiser for Jean Dean RIF with a delicious
dinner prepared by accomplished chef Trey Dorsey, whose
family has volunteered with RIF for many years.

Birmingham
(From Page 1)

Petrisin will give an introduction to
the I-Plan during the Saturday general
session that begins at 8:15 a.m. Elec
tions will be held (see Page 6) and
reports given during that time, too.
Governor-elect Keith Graham wants
to examine the four parts of the I-Plan
closely at the convention, because it
will be a major emphasis during his
2016-17 year as governor. Session
leaders will look at the various parts
— Inspiration, Impact, Image,
Investment — during morning sessions, and Graham will talk about the
strategic plan at the Interclub Lunch
eon.
On Saturday, club secretaries will
get expert advice from Wilson; another training workshop will be held for
incoming club presidents. Incoming

We are hoping all Kiwanis clubs across
Alabama will be represented by their RIF
team captains and others. Only 150 tickets will be sold, and it should be a lot of
fun! Wear cocktail attire for the reception
from 5 to 6 p.m. (open bar) and the dinner from 6 to 8 p.m.
Order your tickets now through 5
p.m. on Sept. 15 for $45 each (they go
up to $50 each from Sept. 16-Oct. 1, if any are still available). Tickets for Kiwanis Family members 25 and under
are $25 each through Oct. 1, if available. Tickets can be
ordered by emailing me at jeandeanrif@gmail.com or calling me at 334-750-9974. Payment can be mailed after the
order is taken or paid online.
Alabama Kiwanis Foundation Secretary Harriette
Huggins is the Gala Chair.

Order your tickets to the
RIF Appreciation Gala by
Sept. 15 and enjoy an evening of celebration Oct. 8 at
Saughahatchee Country
Club in Opelika.

Autographed copies

Past Governor and longtime RIF volunteer Karla Moons
is working on getting children’s books signed by their
authors and compiled in baskets for an auction to begin
during the Tri-K Service Day and end at the gala.
For those needing to stay overnight, a special rate will be
available Oct. 7 and/or 8 at the Hampton Inn in Tiger Town
in Opelika; call 334-745-4311 and use the code KIW for the
rate of $89 plus tax for two queen-sized beds (includes
breakfast and wifi). Rooms will be available through Oct. 1
or until the block is full, whichever occurs first. The
Hampton Inn welcomes any reservations beyond the cut-off
date based on availability at their best available rate.

lieutenant governors are scheduled for
training all day on Friday.
Also during the weekend, the 25th
anniversary of the Jean Dean Reading
Is Fundamental Program will be celebrated. A silent auction (see Page 5)
will raise funds for RIF and the Dis
trict Foundation, and attendees can
make photos with Paris-themed props
to promote the KI convention in Paris
in July 2017.
During the Saturday night Gov
ernor’s Farewell and Installation
Banquet, Governor Bob Palys will
wrap up his year, and KI President
Petrisin will speak and install officers.
A Sunday morning memorial service
will close the weekend convention.
The District Board for 2016-17 will
meet afterward.
To register, go to the District website
at alabama.kiwanis.org and click on
convention registration. You can han-

dle it online with a credit card and service fee added, or choose the option to
print a paper registration form and
mail it with a check to Alabama
District of Kiwanis, 85 Bagby Drive,
Suite 206, Birmingham, AL 35209.
For Kiwanians, a fee of $150
includes the Friday night event with
dinner at the Birmingham Zoo and the
Saturday Interclub Luncheon. They
may add the Governor’s Banquet
Saturday night for $50 more.
Guest tickets are $35 each for the
Interclub Luncheon and the zoo night
($20 for the zoo for children under 10).
The Governor’s Banquet guest tickets
are $50.
Make hotel reservations by calling
the Embassy Suites in Homewood,
2300 Woodcrest Place, 205-879-7400.
Embassy Suites includes a breakfast
each morning and reception each evening in its rate.

The next Kiwanis International Convention is scheduled in Paris, France, July 13-16, 2017
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Send reading photos for RIF calendar
Another calendar is planned for
2017 as a fundraiser, and Jean Dean
Reading Is Fundamental is seeking
photos for “SEE the NEED to READ
to a Child.”
Kiwanis clubs and members around
Alabama are asked to submit their
photo entries for the contest by midnight on Aug. 2. The calendars should
be ready for delivery by Sept. 19.
Also, ads again will be accepted, so
clubs can plan to submit ads about
their projects, fundraiser dates or
anniversaries in 2017. Ads from local
businesses, as well as family shout-out
ads, also are welcome.
“The ‘Get Caught Reading to a
Child’ 25th anniversary calendar was
so well received and so productive for
raising funds for RIF that another calendar is in the works,” said Cathy
Gafford, executive director of Jean
Dean Reading Is Fundamental.
The calendars with photos of a
major service project of Alabama
Kiwanians hung in homes and offices
around the state this year.
More than 2,000 calendars were sold
around Alabama, and many clubs
found them to be handy gifts to give
club speakers. Gafford suggested giving her your club’s 2017 calendar
orders during the District Convention
in Birmingham Aug. 5-7.
Enter photos by emailing high-resolution images to jdrifcalendar@gmail.
com by midnight Aug. 2. Don’t forget
to send photo releases with the photo;
all needed forms can be found online
at www.jeandeanrif.org or by emailing
Gafford at jdrifcalendar@gmail.com.
Then go to the new Jean Dean
Reading Is Fundamental Facebook
page from Aug. 7 through Aug. 23
and vote for your favorite photos and
encourage friends to do the same
(2,000 voted last year). Winners will
be announced Aug. 31 on Facebook.

This photo from last year’s “Get Caught Reading to a Child” placed sixth
and is featured on the September 2016 calendar page. It features Kiwanian
Eddie Smith reading to family members. For the contest for 2017, look for
scenic local outdoor sites to make reading photos and email high-resolution
images and photo releases to jdrifcalendar@gmail.com by midnight Aug. 2.
Here are some reading photo tips
Gafford shared for this contest:
n Photo subject matter: Photos
should involve a member (or members) of the community reading an
age-appropriate picture book to a
child or group of children age 0 to 5
years. Age-appropriate books are any
used by the Jean Dean RIF program; a
list is on our website at www.jeandeanrif.org. If you are in doubt about the
age-appropriateness of your book, be
sure the cover is not readable in the
picture.
n Be creative in showing readers:

Taylor

(From Page 6)
of Commerce and serves as a Dixie Youth baseball coach
and a Cub Scout den leader. In the past he was a Tallassee
volunteer firefighter and an Upward basketball coach.
His wife, Hannah, works for Children’s Aid Society, providing post-adoption support and educational resources.
They have a 7-year-old son, Warren, and two daughters,
Helen, 4, and Zanie, 7 months. They are members of

Spotlight your family, a neighbor’s
family or that of a local official. The
photo does not have to be taken in a
classroom setting. Use a setting that
shows off your community — maybe
a park or a building unique to your
area — or something your club built
or supported through fundraising.
You might even consider asking a
local celebrity to participate.
n Photo releases: Pictures in a classroom are also fine, but you need to
send a signed photo release on all
people whose faces are visible in a
contest entry photo.

Vaughn Forest Baptist Church in Montgomery.
Alabama Kiwanis elections are scheduled during the
business session tentatively set to begin at 8:15 a.m. on
Saturday morning. Taylor is the only person who has
announced as a candidate and been endorsed by his club.
The vice governor usually moves up to governor-elect
and then governor. Keith Graham of Mobile is currently
governor-elect, and Armand St. Raymond of Birmingham
is the 2015-16 vice governor; they are expected to move up
in succession, following Bob Palys as governor. Terms
begin Oct. 1 of each year.

Keep up with progress of the KI worldwide service project at www.TheEliminateProject.org
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Their T-shirts
tell the story of
what these partici
pants in the 2016
Key Leader week
end learned: To
connect, risk,
engage, serve,
lead.

At Key Leader weekend, students learn
about leading and making a difference
make a difference.”
n “It was fun and inclusive.”
The 2016 Alabama District
n “I loved taking risks and
Key Leader weekend at
meeting new and old
beautiful Camp ASCCA in
friends.”
Jackson’s Gap, Alabama, was
n “This was such a great
an amazing success! Don’t
experience!”
take my word for it — here
n “I loved it. It was amazare examples of what the
ing. Can’t wait for next
participants (our “Key
year!”
Leaders”) themselves said
As you can see, the Key
they love about Key Leader:
Leader experience is a onen “I love Key Leader and
of-a-kind opportunity for
can’t wait for next year.”
students from around the
n “Everything was so awestate to learn and grow as
some.”
servant leaders, while havn “I really believe in the
A variety of indoor and outside activities help students ing an amazing time and
weekend’s power.”
learn to work as a team to accomplish more.
forming new friendships!
n “Developing new friendOur 2016 Key Leaders came
ships, showing strength through obstacles, teamwork,
from all over the state, including Huntsville and Mobile,
encouraging others, the high energy from everyone.”
and from a diverse range of backgrounds. The 2016 Key
n “I loved the scenery and the people.”
Leader weekend was truly a remarkable experience for all
n “Being able to make strangers into friends and reunite
of us (adults included).
with old ones.”
Our Key Leader adult team was amazing this year.
n “I like that we had a chance to encounter more about
Richard Elmes returned as a chaperone, and we were
being a leader and meeting very nice people.”
n “I learned a lot about leadership and what I can do to
(See KEY LEADER, Page 19)
By Jamie Brabston

Alabama District Key Leader
administrator

Support Children’s Hospital of Alabama with club and individual donations
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A trained facilitator and student assistants guide participants
in leadership training exercises.

Key Leader

(From Page 18)
joined by Kim Collum, Karla Moons,
Mike and Carol Winstead, Keith
Graham and Kristi Krieger.
These awesome Kiwanians went
above and beyond in giving their
time, their passion and their generous
spirit to our youth. I believe that they
also received great blessings from
their service at Key Leader (see Mike
Winstead’s description at the bottom
of this page).

Facilitators

Craig Crawford from Helena, Mon
tana, served as our lead facilitator and
was simply amazing! His leadership,
wit and passion truly made 2016 Key
Leader the most special one yet.
We also appreciate the time and
enthusiasm of our other terrific student facilitators — Key Club Governor
William Sims, and several Key Club
lieutenant governors, Jen Spell,
Samantha Maynard, Julia Keller,
Brody Sutherland and Laura Crandall.
These students exhibited true servant leadership, which often means
letting others learn to lead, as well.
The students in their “neighborhoods”
enjoyed these facilitators and were
rewarded by the leadership of these
outstanding young people.
Key Leader would not have been
successful without the dedication of
the entire Alabama District leadership
team and all district clubs who spread
the word about Key Leader, recruited
students to attend and also provided
financial support for students. We also
appreciate the support of the Key
Club and the Foundation for their
generous scholarships which aided

several students to attend who otherwise may not have been able to do so.
Thank you all for your support.
We are currently looking at dates for
Key Leader 2017, which will once
again be held at beautiful Camp
ASCCA. As soon as we have confirmed next year’s specific dates, we
will spread the word.
Please consider joining the Key
Leader team now to help us market
and recruit emerging leaders in your
community to make plans to attend
Key Leader next spring. We must continue this program as it offers so many
benefits to our youth, and we need the
support of the entire Kiwanis family
to provide this fabulous opportunity
to our kids.
The Key Leader team is excited to
welcome Jen Spell, a Key Club lieutenant governor who has been
appointed by Key Club to be our Key
Leader Ambassador this year. I am so
excited to work with Jen and Key
Clubs throughout Alabama to spread

the word about this awesome opportunity for Key Clubbers and all of our
youth.
In case you’re still asking yourself
“what is Key Leader?” — Key Leader
is Kiwanis International’s service leadership program for students (8th-12th
graders) and is a fun-filled weekend
event composed of small and large
group activities, interactive events, and
presentations from a professional facilitator that focus on servant leadership.

Mike Winstead, Alabama Kiwanis
Foundation treasurer who served as a Key
Leader chaperone this year, best described
the Key Leader weekend in this summary
that was reprinted in a Kiwanis Inter
national bulletin about the Key Leader
program:
What a great weekend! Key Leader
Weekend was super. This is one of the
best youth programs that I have witnessed, and I have seen a few. My
wife, Carol, and I served as chaperones for this year’s Key Leader program. Camp ASCCA is beautiful.
I want to encourage others to consider being a chaperone next year. You
get to sit in and see the program first

hand. This program helped me, too!
We need to support this with our
money and our attendance. I would
recommend the program to every
Kiwanis lieutenant governor, also. We
had 36 young people there. Start
thinking about who can we help send
next year. Carol and I are thinking
about flying in our granddaughter for
this. It is that good and well presented. ... Friday night there was a full
moon, and it was a beautiful sight at
Lake Martin.
I am looking forward to next year.”
—Mike Winstead, treasurer
Alabama Kiwanis Foundation

Emerging leaders

It is an incredible opportunity for
“emerging leaders” who need that
extra push to become true leaders in
their schools and communities.
Please “follow” Alabama Key
Leader on Instagram to see more photos of our event.
For more information, or to find out
how you can help, visit www.keyleader.org or contact me at
jamie.m.brabston@gmail.com or 256679-6341.

Think about chaperoning, sending students

Have questions? Call the Kiwanis District Office in Birmingham at 205-945-1334
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RIF is collecting gently worn
or new shoes for book money

RIF warehouse at 1105 Fitzpatrick Avenue in Opelika.
Can collecting shoes help buy books?
The Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental project hopes so,
“We’ve set a goal for each month of the shoe drive camand it is conducting a shoe collection drive now through
paign, and we hope to exceed it,” Gafford said. “By Aug. 1,
Oct. 31.
we would like to have collected at least 100 bags containJean Dean RIF executive director Cathy Gafford would
ing 25 pairs of shoes each. Then each month, our goal will
like for every Kiwanis club to send a bag of at least 25
double.” Follow the progress on the website at www.jeanpairs of gently worn or new shoes with its delegation to
deanrif.org and Jean Dean RIF Facebook page.
the District Convention in Birmingham Aug. 5-7.
The shoes will help Jean Dean RIF, signature service projThose coming to the convention can scour their own
ect of the Alabama Kiwanis Foundation, in its mission to
closets plus those of family members and friends, too, and
put free books into the hands and homes of at-risk young
show up with shoes at Embassy Suites in Homewood.
children before they start kinLater in the year, they can be
dergarten to help get them
brought to the Oct. 8 RIF
ready to do well in school
warehouse work day and
and life.
celebration in Opelika.
For 25 years, Jean Dean RIF
Where will all these shoes
has provided three agego?
appropriate books a year to
A group called Funds2Orgs
every child in every Head
will redistribute the shoes
Start and Early Head Start in
throughout its network of
Alabama. These books
microenterprise partners in
increase literacy in homes,
developing nations, Gafford
but purchasing them requires
said. Funds2Orgs helps
funds.
impoverished people start,
“Raising funds to provide
maintain and grow businesses
books for over 20,000 at-risk
in countries such as Haiti,
young children across
Honduras and other nations
Alabama is a constant chalin Central America and Africa.
lenge -- especially since the
Proceeds from the shoe sales
federal money available for litTake
a
look
in
your
closet
—
it
should
be
easy
to
pull
are used to feed, clothe and
eracy-related causes was deletout several pairs of shoes you don’t wear any more. Get
house their families.
family and friends to bring their extra shoes by, and soon ed from the federal budget
Jean Dean RIF will earn
effective Dec. 31, 2011,”
you will have a bag full of shoes to donate.
funds based on the number
Gafford said. “We lost the abilof pairs of shoes donated and
ity
to
even
apply
for
the
funds
which had covered one-third
then purchased by Funds2Orgs. Wornout shoes or those
of
our
budget
at
that
time.
with holes or loose soles should not be donated.
“This shoe drive fundraiser, which was suggested by
“We are excited about our shoe drive,” said Gafford. “We
Alabama Kiwanis Governor Bob Palys, is an excellent opporknow most people have extra shoes in their closets which
tunity for raising much-needed funds without any cost
could be donated to help children in Alabama get much
needed books in their homes and also help those less fortu- involved,” she said. He and Key Clubs in the Cullman area
are conducting a shoe drive in that area that will benefit
nate in other countries and keep old shoes out of landfills.
Children’s Hospital, and he suggested the rest of the Kiwanis
It’s a win-win for everyone.”
family collect shoes around the state for Jean Dean RIF.
She wants to hear from not only Kiwanians but other
“Governor Bob has been a strong supporter of the RIF
groups and individuals that would like to collect shoes for
program for a long time, and it is much appreciated,” said
this RIF drive.
Individuals or groups are encouraged to help by contact- Gafford. “And we are hoping everyone who comes to the
ing Gafford at 334-750-9974 or emailing jeandeanrif@gmail. Alabama District Kiwanis Convention will bring at least
one bag of shoes to help.”
com. Donations can also be dropped off at the Jean Dean

Clubs can send bags of shoes along with their delegates to the Kiwanis District
Convention in Birmingham Aug. 5-7, and then bring another bag — or two —
to the RIF Warehouse in Opelika on Tri-K Service Day Oct. 8.
Email news to Kiwanis Kourier, kiwaniskourier@gmail.com
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Vulcan service
via food

The Kiwanis Club of Vulcan
recently provided breakfast for
residents of the University of
Alabama at Birmingham Town
house, which is a lodging solu
tion for patients and families
who need to be near the UAB
hospital. Earlier, this Birming
ham club held a pancake break
fast fundraiser at the Applebee’s
restaurant in Center Point.
Members also assist quarterly
in feeding the homeless at the
Jimmie Hale Mission.

Clubs in Action

4 Monroeville scholarships

Four high school seniors have been named recipients of
Jesse L. Blankenship Memorial Key Club scholarships by
the Monroeville Kiwanis Club. Shown with their certifi
cates of recognition are, from left, Jesse Sage Baggett
($500 recipient) from J.U. Blacksher High School in
Uriah; Tiara Dean ($1,000) from Monroe County High
School in Monroeville; Jenna Frye ($1,000) from J.U.
Blacksher High School; and Desmond Stevens ($500)
from Monroe County High School. Janice Blankenship,
center, is the widow of Jesse Blankenship, who was
active on the local and district levels of Kiwanis for
many years. Each year, county high school seniors are
encouraged to apply for Kiwanis scholarship funds.

DaphneSpanish Fort
food pantry

Members of the Kiwanis Club of Daphne-Spanish Fort
volunteer their time to stock shelves and pack food boxes
for needy Baldwin County residents at Prodisee Pantry
once a month. July 5 volunteers, shown, are Thom Lott
and his grandson, Gray Englebert and Beth Geiger. Jack
Gifford and Richard Geiger also helped out that evening.

Huntsville meets in park for concert
Looking for a different type of program this summer?
The Kiwanis Club of Huntsville attends a local Concert
in the Park as a group. Members have a regular spot near a
tree where they meet, and if they pre-order a box dinner,
their food and drinks will be waiting there at 6 p.m.
Their regular site on Monday nights is the Eagles Lodge.
On June 13, however, they met at the park and enjoyed
music by Stillwater Bluegrass and Cristina Lynn.
Deadline for the fall edition of the online Kiwanis Kourier is Sept. 20, 2016
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Huntsville
Golden K 30th
anniversary

Members and guests of the Huntsville Golden K Club marked its 30th anniversary with a noon luncheon May 19 at
Brookdale Jones Farms. Kiwanis Governor Bob Palys spoke, and the Kiwanis club’s charter and project clippings
were displayed. The club is involved in many projects and handles distribution for the Old Huntsville publications.

Send club
Clubs in Action
news, photos Car show is fundraiser for Troy’s Kiwanis Club
Do you not see anything in this
Clubs in Action section about your
club? Maybe the Kourier didn’t know
about the club’s recent activities.
Did a club member make a photo?
Did anyone send it with some brief
information to kiwaniskourier@gmail.
com?
Did anyone post it on the club website and Facebook page?
Each club should have a public
relations officer who handles those
types of duties and more.
High-resolution photos work best.
Provide the names and titles of people who are pictured, and give the
name, cellphone and email address
of a person who can clarify and give
more information.

The Kiwanis Club of Troy’s sixth
annual Best in Alabama Car Show on
June 4 drew vehicles from across
Alabama and raised money for the
Kiwanis International Eliminate
Project.
Troy resident Joe Boutwell’s 1969
Plymouth Roadrunner won the top
award.
Rain affected the turnout, but the
show drew 33 entries including cars,

bikes and trucks. The oldest was a
1901 Oldsmobile and the newest a
2016 Chevy Corvette.
Troy Kiwanis Club president Caleb
Dawson had hoped for 100 entries but
was pleased with the $1,123 raised by
the event.
That will cover nearly 625 vaccinations in the Kiwanis worldwide service project to eliminate maternal and
neonatal tetanus.

Appreciate someone by giving a Barnett award

Clubs and individuals can recognize
a member or community partner with
a RIF Barnett award for a $500 donation to the Alabama Kiwanis Foun
dation, or a RIF Diamond Barnett for a

$1,000 donation.
This year, recipients receive the special Silver Anniversary RIF Barnetts
honoring 25 years of Reading Is
Fundamental service in Alabama.

Recruit new members and volunteer to help with The Formula and I-Plan
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Is your club growing or losing members?
Find your numbers below; see Governor Bob Palys’ column on Pages 2-3 about ways
to add members by Sept. 30, 2016. Maybe you need a membership drive.

ALABAMA DISTRICT CLUB GAIN/LOSS
DIVISION 1

Huntsville
Huntsville Golden K
Huntsville West
Metro Huntsville
Scottsboro
South Huntsville

DIVISION 2

Cullman
Decatur
Florence
Hartselle
Muscle Shoals
Rogersville
Russellville
Sheﬃeld
Tuscumbia

-1
-3
-1
-3
+3
0
-4
+1
-1
0
+4
+1
0
-1
0

DIVISION 3

Fayette
Hamilton
Jasper
Winﬁeld
Winston County

0
+1
+5
-2
0

DIVISION 4

Demopolis
Greater Tuscaloosa
Tuscaloosa

DIVISION 5

Calera
Chelsea
Columbiana
Helena
Hoover-Mountain Brook
Hoover Metro
Inverness
Magic City Young Prof.
Vestavia-Hoover

0
+4
+2
-14
-4
0
+2
+6
+4
+2
-9
0

Erickson

(From Page 7)
last year.
She asked, “How will kids know the
good guys?”
Erickson confidently told her granddaughter, ”The ones wearing the
Kiwanis ‘K’ are the good guys, and
they will keep you safe.”
During her talk at the closing ses-

DIVISION 6

Bessemer
Birmingham
Birmingham East
Vulcan

DIVISION 7

Anniston
Cherokee County
Fort Payne
Gadsden
Jacksonville
Oxford

DIVISION 8

Childersburg
Moody
Pell City
Sylacauga
Talledega
Wadley
Wedowee

DIVISION 9

Capital City
Clanton
Good Morn. Montgomery
Millbrook-Coosada
Montgomery
Prattville

DIVISION 10

Alexander City
Auburn
Dadeville
Greater Auburn
Lee County
Opelika
Tallassee
Valley

0
+3
0
+3

+5
0
+2
+5
-1
0
+1
0
+1
+5
-23
0
+1

+3
+5
0
-1
-1
0
-2
-8
-2
0
-2
-5
-1
+1

sion, Erickson asked Kiwanians to
help the organization grow and “energize the dream” so that they can continue to serve and protect children
around the world.
“To realize our dream,” she said,
“We need to sing the same song and
be on the same page.”
Then she introduced a couple of
men who specialize in that. Soon the
founders of “Choir! Choir! Choir!” got
everyone in the convention hall on

DIVISION 11

Abbeville
Dothan
Eufaula
Headland
Luverne
Ozark
Troy
Wiregrass Golden K

DIVISION 12

Andalusia
Brewton
Evergreen
Greenville
Jackson
Monroeville
Tri-Cities

DIVISION 13

Bay Minette
Daphne-Spanish Fort
Fairhope & Eastern Shore
Foley
Gulf Shores

DIVISION 14

Azalea City
Chickasaw
Citronelle
Downtown Mobile
Mobile

0
+4
0
-4
0
+2
0
+1
0
+3
+1
-3
-2
+1
+5
0
+2
-2
0
+6
0
0
+1
0
0

ALABAMA DISTRICT -5

their feet (and many up on stage with
Erickson) to sing “Sweet Caroline”
and “Don’t Stop Believing.”
Daveed Goldman and Nobu
Adilman explained their theories
about keeping people connected and
reinvesting. The Toronto open choir
group got started during last year’s
“Snowpocalypse.” They have started
taking their songs on the road, to
schools, hospitals and corporate teambuilding sessions.

See you in Birmingham for the District Convention Aug. 5-7, 2016
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Kiwanis Division 5 Lt. Governor Robert K.
Brown, above right, is a mystery/suspense author
who donated copies of his book “Sonnets” for
sale at the Ride to Read and raised enough to buy
a classroom all its RIF books for a year. His web
site is www.rkbbooks.com.

Ride to Read nets $2,500 for books
By Cathy Gafford

Executive director
Jean Dean Reading Is Fundamental

The soggy 2016 Truel Watts Ride to
Read held June 4 was still a big success, thanks to the great volunteers
of Jean Dean Reading Is Funda
mental, our faithful sponsors, and
the 45 riders who braved the bad
weather and came out in support of
our mission.
On the Friday afternoon before the
cycle ride and poker run, we were
loading ice and water in ice chests.
By 6 a.m. the hardy early morning
crew was almost through loading
tables, auction items and more
before heading to the Big Swamp Harley-Davidson Shop
in Opelika to set up.
Registration folks were there to help, training started at
7:30 a.m. and we were accepting participants at 8:30 a.m.
The rainstorm came through about 8:45 a.m.
Our friends from Christian Motorcycle Association, The

The ninth annual

RUN TO READ

benefiting Jean Dean RIF
is planned for
Oct. 29 in Opelika.
Online registration will be available
Aug. 1. Find out all about the run
and register at
www.runtoread.com.

Trinity Riders, managed to form riding groups around the bad weather
and escorted several groups on the
scenic 60-mile ride through rural Lee
County. Chuck’s Barbecue of
Opelika provided a delicious lunch,
and Auburn Audio entertained the
crowd with enjoyable music. A bike
show and a successful auction were
held.
Bob Brown, Kiwanis 2015-16 lieutenant governor and Alabama murder mystery author, donated books
for sale at the event which netted
almost exactly enough to cover RIF
books for a year for a classroom of
20 at-risk young children.
By 2 p.m., Jean Dean RIF had netted more than $2,500 for
the at-risk young children of Alabama. That is lots of books
for lots of babies and very good for a bad weather day.
Many of the participants have ridden every year since
this event started and are already looking forward to next
year.

KI to change policy on background checks

The Kiwanis International policy on background checks will change,
effective Oct. 1, 2016.
At its meeting in April, the Kiwanis International Board revised the
policy on criminal history background checks to require the following:
n A clear check for district risk managers and youth protection managers within North America.
n A clear check for all district chairs and committee members (not
just assistants) for all Service Leadership Programs.
n That checks for SLP club advisers are required and must now be
conducted and verified by Kiwanis International. (Note that this
requirement will be delayed until Oct. 1, 2017, for SLP club advisers in
Asia-Pacific and Latin America.)

Support Children’s Hospital of Alabama with club and individual donations

