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MEETING OF JULY 30, 2012
PRESIDENT Patricia A. Lane presiding
GREETINGS & INVOCATION by Bob Pasquarelli
President Pat Lane opened the meeting with one verse of America , pledge to the Flag, and
invocation by Deacon Bob standing in for James Perez. He requested a moment of silence in
memory of Clayton Besch, a charter member of our club who recently passed away and will surely
be missed. And prayers for Janet Malecki’s granddaughter – who is undergoing a surgery at AMC.

Guests:
Of Ron Wagner,

son Kent, our speaker and

Betty Crozier and
of Bill Whipple
wife Betty Jean

Welcome back: Ray Turner

Sign-up sheets were passed:
Bob Pasquarelli: Division Council meeting at Castleton-Schodack Wednesday, August 8,
6:30 PM. Deadline for sign-up is the end of this week. Attending are Lt. Governor Bob,
President Pat, Eve Ward, Jim Rogers, Bob Pasquarelli & Dave Booker.
John Brownrigg: ARC Blood Drive at Church of the Covenant Thursday, August 23rd.
Please sign up. He also states that he has Yellow shirts out the kazoo, which sounds
painful, so if you can take one off his hands he’d be grateful. These are the gold polo shirts.
Doors of Hope: No volunteers yet for this Friday. Contact Bryce Ginther if you can help.
Prez. Pat is concerned that if we don’t meet our commitment we might have to give up this
project.
Eve Ward:
 Collecting for school supplies. She has purchased some supplies, but more are
needed.
 Steak and Lobster Roast date not yet determined. She suggests a new feature for
the gathering:, the Tar and Feather event, first honoree Brownrigg.

Announcements:
Paul Lamontagna donated $150 to the Kiwanis Eliminate Project in appreciation for the
use of our tent.
Joe Behson for Nancy W. Davis: The two-mile Bicentennial Dash will be held on Saturday,
August 25 at 1:00 PM starting at Westfall Village (next to Bon Acre). The entry fee is $10,
or $20 including a shirt. If interested, call Al Blond at 674-8629.
Bob Loveridge described the new joint fund-raiser project with the West Sand Lake Fire
Department: Pasta dinners to be served by SLK the first Tuesday of each month at the
WSL firehouse. Profits will be split between the two parties, and the SLK portion will be
dedicated to the Eliminate Project. Since the project carries over more than one year,
approval by the entire Club is required. A voice vote was taken and the proposal passed.

Secretary Dave announced that there are still 14 members overdue for paying their dues,
which were due the beginning of this month. After 60 days membership is suspended, and
after 90 days the member is terminated. All have received reminders.
Twin Rivers Boy Scout Council is holding a fundraiser Shootout on September 27 at the
Sportsman’s Club in Clifton Park, starting with lunch at noon. Guns can be rented or
brought. The fee for a foursome is $500, which includes event sponsorship with signage,
shooter fees, targets and ammo, and lunch and hors d’ouevres. Individual shooter packages
are also available. For more info call Richard Stockton at 869-6438 ext. 37
District Convention Delegates: The Club approved for Delegate 1 President Elect Mike
Gates, for Delegate 2 Secretary Dave Booker, and for Delegate 3 Club Director Bob
Loveridge to represent the Club at District Convention August 16-19 in Niagara Falls.

Presentations:
Perfect Attendance: President Pat presented Eve Ward (11 years) and John Brownrigg (19
years) with the appropriate tabs for their Perfect Attendance!

NY District Distinguished Kiwanians: President Pat presented Certificates and Governor
Bill Risbrook’s Distinguished Pins to Bob Pasquarelli, Bob Loveridge, Mike Gates and
Dave Booker.

Program:*
Program Chair Ron Wagner proudly introduced his son Chief
Warrant Officer, Five Kent W. Wagner, who described his 30 years in
the Military with the help of a slide presentation. His career began at the
age of 16 as a guest of Rensselaer County
at the invitation of Judge Maney, who then
offered him the choice of continued
incarceration or volunteering for the
Marines, the latter of which he chose. He
is now Commander of Detachment 20
OSAA of NYARNG, the Army National Guard, and will soon be
taking one of the Guard’s C12 to Bogotá, Colombia.

Kent served in Okinawa with the Third Battalion, Fourth Marines from 1977-1978, then
returned to the US and joined the Marines’ rifle team at Quantico, VA. Security guards at US
consulates and embassies are US Marines, and Kent has served in
both Karachi, Pakistan and Manila, Philippines. He showed us
some slides of the ruggedly mountainous terrain between Pakistan
and Afghanistan. From 1982-1983 he served in the Middle East.
He described Beirut as a
beautiful, developed city which
underwent destructive bombing
by the Israelis in 1982. He was
also among those who went in
after the bombing of the US Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon in
1983.
In 1984 he enlisted in the army National Guard, and
went to flight school at Fort Rucker, AL in 1986 where he got his fixed-wing multi-engine rating in
1995. He is also a helicopter pilot. He served in Bogotá, Colombia from 2006-2007, and describes
it as a beautiful city with wonderful people. He took part in Task Force ODIN from 2009-2010 in
Afghanistan. He reports that there are more supporting US civilians than military personnel in
Afghanistan, where Guard aircraft are used for surveillance. They were able to track terrorist
bombers in their vehicles back to their bases, where they were then apprehended. New ODIN
missions are now flown mostly by UAV’s (drones) whose” pilots” are on the ground hundreds or
even thousands of miles away. Kent anticipates they will soon be going to Djibouti, Africa, as Al
Qaeda is establishing a presence there.
The New York Army National Guard has three bases (Albany, Long Island, and near
Rochester), with 26 aircraft, mostly helicopters, but including the King Airs. The question was
asked whether sending so much of the Guard personnel and equipment
overseas compromises its ability to fulfill its primary missions at home.
Kent responded that this is a real concern which they try to address by
coordinating with Guard units from other states, and trying to maintain an
adequate presence at home. They have participated in disaster relief, such
as in Schoharie after the flooding from Irene and Lee; firefighting; search
and rescue, which they coordinate with local police; and transporting
personnel from all branches of the military to destinations within and
outside the state. For this they use mostly fixed-wing, but helicopters are
used for most of the other missions. Aircraft include the Cobra, the Chinook, the Blackhawk, and
the Eurocopter.
Bob Pasquarelli presented the Certificate of Appreciation for Kent’s inspiring presentation,
and the Club thanked Kent with a standing ovation and thanks for his service.
*Please forgive any inaccuracies. Ersatz Editor Barb was thoroughly confused by military
acronyms, but tried her best to get everything right. It was a great program.

Happy Dollars:

$ Bob Loveridge was happy to attend two Yankees games, one at Yankee Stadium and one at
Fenway. They were defeated by the Red Sox at both.
$ Skip Patton was happy for a family reunion at family’s summer house in Maine, and for the
Guard’s inspiring fly-over of a funeral for a fallen soldier years ago when it was Skip’s
responsibility to make arrangements.
$ Bob Pasquarelli: For Prez Pat’s calling him “Mister,” traditionally incurring a fine in
Kiwanis.
$ Woodie was happy for a vacation with his son at Cape Cod, and for a Shriner’s Convention
he attended in North Carolina.
$ Prez Pat paid her dollar fine for calling several members “Mister.”
$ Barb F was happy about a family reunion at Lake Winnipesaukee in NH, with a house full
of relatives numbering as many as 25 at one time.
$ Gary had a happy(?) dollar for thieving raccoons that invaded his house and stole a loaf of
bread and a bagel with cream cheese (how did they spread it?). Maybe the raccoons were
happy. He will also try to catch the escaped cat using a Havahart trap. Ersatz Ed is guessing
that what he’ll catch are raccoons.
$ Ron Wagner the proud dad had a happy $5 for son Kent, who has made up for his teen
years.
$ Eve was happy that everyone had a good time at the Valley Cats game (even though they
lost), and that the rain held off.
$ Jean is happy that she will be driving to Minnesota for a family reunion. Mixed feelings
about driving all that way with her daughter, who she says probably feels the same. Jean is
looking forward to seeing her brother for the first time in 17 years, but sad that it is possibly
the last.
$ Bill Whipple was happy about the program, and also for Prez Pat’s suggestion and
directions for visiting the natural bridge in North Adams.
$ Brownrigg was happy about closing on a large purchase at the Port at a price that pleased
his boss, and also for taking training and passing the Massachusetts test on underground
storage tanks. New York has no such program.

$ Prez Pat was happy to attend a performance at the Rensselaer Concert Series by “Frank
Sinatra.” She suggested we could have a great fundraiser at Crooked Lake featuring
“Frank,” who only charges $500.
$ Ersatz Ed offers a “Sorry” dollar for any Happy Dollars missed, as she completely zoned
on taking notes and thanks Dave for his help in recalling. Let her know if she missed yours.

Drawings:




Door Prize provided by Ron Wagner, a dinner won by Bryce Ginther.
50/50 worth $26.50 won by Bryce Ginther. Hey, what’s going on here?
Progressive 50/50 worth $435.50 with 29 cards left: Skip Patton found the Ace of Clubs
instead of the King.

Next Week:
Program Chair Mike Gates on Ways and Means Committee.
There will be a Board meeting after the regular meeting.
Invocator/Greeter will be Frank Breselor.
This week’s quote: “The sad truth is that most evil is done by people who never make up their
minds to be either good or evil." --Hannah Arendt, German-American political theorist

