
Zone 1 Report to CENON First Quarter Conference 

All the Clubs in Zone 1 are recovering very well from the restrictions that were imposed during the 

Pandemic. Municipalities have returned to allowing regular events with normal attendance levels. I held 

my first zone meeting on Oct 30th with 19 attendees from several clubs. A good time was had by all who 

attended. As a result clubs have returned to regular meeting and activities within their communities 

including rentals, fund raisers and special events. 

All clubs are actively updating their bylaws in accordance with OI directives  

Grantham has resumed their summer baseball leagues with some 550 participants. Membership is 

growing with3 added in October  another 2 or three expected. Unfortunately they lost two long term 

members Opt Rick Mason as well as one of their founding members Opt. Ron French. Lastly they have 

donated the use of their hall to Community Crew who provides some 10,000 lunches to schools in our 

region each week.  

Port Colborne Held a NOW  program on Nov 22nd. They are targeting 2 or 3 new members from this 

event. In June the Club took over the annual youth fishing derby from the Port Colborne Conservation 

Club. It was held on Father’s day with 300 youth in attendance. The Club continues to be very active in 

the community such as Canada Day Events, Craft Shows etc. 

St Catharines  youth groups:  Guides, Sea Cadets and Air Cadets have returned to regular meeting and 

membership is holding if not growing in all groups. New member just added this month.  They held a 

successful fundraiser and were able to donate to a youth with spinal muscular atrophy for the purchase 

of a wheelchair accessible van so that he could get around.   

Fort Erie has started up a Tween Dance Program and it continues to be a great success. They average 

over 50 children per dance. Preparations are underway for their annual Fantasyland Event. The Fort Erie 

Hall is transformed into a total Christmas theme. Will be held on Nov 24-26 and Dec 1-3 

Welland Has also been busy. In August partnered with Canadian Tire Credit and The Hope Center to 

provide a return to school Sneakers, Snack and Backpack program. Over 350 children benefited from the 

program. Hall rentals are returning to historic levels. 1 new member added with a second anticipated in 

December. 

In closing I met with all these clubs and emphasized the importance of not only new members but also 

membership retention and recognition. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

Lt.  Gov. Don DeVreede 

 



Quarter Activity for Zone 2 Clubs 2023 
 
Ancaster 
 August: -Weekly Cruise Nights (car show with food sales, music, prize draws.) 
 -Cops & Rodders City-wide charity car show at Bayfront Park in Hamilton (Food 
sales) 
September: -Weekly Cruise Nights 
-Ancaster Fair with (food trailer sales) 
October: Ancaster Fieldcote Pumpkin Stroll event for families (food trailer sales) 
 
Battlefield-   
August- largest fundraiser Winona Peach Festival Sold 4,500 all-beef frankfurters 
and cases of Pop Shoppe soda and water. Put in 235 hours and the students 
volunteered 112 hours. 
September, -nine students apply for post secondary scholarships.  
Donations were made to the Stoney Creek Sabers hockey team and the 
Glancastor Bombers hockey team.                                                                                                                              
 
Dunnville 
August: -Donated 100 protein bars to Salvation Army Golf Tournament swag bags 
September: -Attended the Haldimand County Trike race 
October: - Gave away 2 bursaries at Dunnville Secondary School                                                              
- Held Dominos Pizza fundraiser                                                                                                    
- Inducted Board       
                                                                                                                          
Haldimand Club---  
-expanded Rook grants this year to four at $3500  
-sponsored two 8-10 year old’s soccer reams 
-Awarded two $1500 scholarships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Hamilton East  
August - supported Mahoney Park Baseball financially  
-worked at Winona Peach Festival all with all hands-on deck. Pulled pork 
sandwiches sold out by mid-afternoon on Sunday. Profits showed to be very 
satisfying.                                                                
 
 Hamilton Inc---  
August- Princess Bingo  
September- Westmount Baseball celebration  
Upcoming- 
100th anniversary. on June 2, 2024 Roaring Twenties Wine and Cheese at St. 
Stephen’s Hungarian Church in Hamilton  
 
Stoney Creek Report  
August – Optimist Deli at the Winona Peach Festival. Provided over 350 volunteer 
hours for 25 high school students. Very successful event financially. 
October –Board was installed by Lt. Governor Don,  
-financially supported Food4Kids, Habitat for Humanity Youth Program,   
  and Hamilton Challenger Baseball Association. 
 
 



Zone 3 Activity Report 
1St Quarter Brd. Nov 25,26 

 
There are eight clubs in our zone. We held a Presidents Round Table discussion in 
October. Purpose was to get the clubs together to open a conversation around 
collaboration and to discuss plans for the year. Activities planned, new ideas, 
engagement of members, New member programs. Had 6 clubs attend. Great 
discussion on how we can work together on activities. Received good buy in to a 
commitment to attain 5 new members per club and to work on engagement of 
existing members. We are planning a zone meeting in February in Strabane. Did not 
have a 1st quarter zone meeting. 
Puslinch 
Has a full agenda of activities in the community. We hold 3 meetings each month all 
live. We support financially the School in a wide variety of activities. Adopted and 
funded “Scientist in the School” for all the students. Supplied funds for whatever the 
Principal thinks is required for the kids. Ran back to school fun day. Held a Veterans 
Dinner for all area vets. Organized and ran Remembrance Day Services on Nov 11. 
Planned organized The Santa Parade For Nov 26. Committed to 5 New members and 
Engagement of existing members. 
 
Carlisle 
Have an active club. They are holding a full slate of meetings and are involved with 
the community in a variety of events. Float in the local parade. Selling Christmas 
Trees, Christmas in Carlisle, Refurbishing their hall. They are committed to 5 new 
members and have a chair for the engagement of current members. 
 
Etobicoke 
A very active club for the number of members. Their revenue comes from weekly 
bingos. A huge commitment to The Oratorical contest as they are the only club 
covering the Toronto area. 
 
Strabane 
They have three new members and committed to our goal of 5. Large financial 
commitment to the area schools. They put together and distribute Christmas 
baskets to needy families in the area. Income is from a variety of food trailer events 
in the summer months. 
 
Greensville 
Greensville is active in the Community with Christmas Baskets for needy families. 
They financially support the schools in the area.  They did a joint meeting with 
Strabane with induction of officers and new members. 
 
Burlington 
Did their board inductions for this year in October. They are very active in the Joi 
Club. Hold a full slate of meetings each month. Held a Halloween Dance as a 



fundraiser very successful. They are working on their 5 new members and work 
hard to engage all members. 
 
Oakville 
They are celebrating 75 years of operation in 2023. Very active with Joi club, selling 
Christmas trees, weekly Bingos.  
 
Milton 
Most of their income is from Bingos, both TV and live. Deliver food to 26 needy 
families every week. They support pack a Bag supplying help to needy families. Back 
to a regular schedule of meetings.   
 
    



Zone 5 – 1st Quarter Report 

 
Most of the clubs in zone 5 are busy with Christmas coming up. 

Unfortunately there have been deletes but there are also new members in 

the wings. 

 
Aurora: Mobile kitchen has been busy. 

             Donated to the mobile bus that visits high schools in York  

             Region, has a nurse practitioner and 2 mental health  

             counsellors on it 
             Last night (Nov25) had a float in the Santa Claus parade  

             plus they also Marshall the parade 

             Selling Christmas cakes 

             Sponsored a high school basketball team and a high school  
             Athlete 

 

Keswick: 75th anniversary celebrations are being planned along. 

              with a teddy bear toss with the 75th anniversary on bears 

              Float in both the Keswick and Sutton Santa Claus parade 
              Toy drive and adopt a family are well under way 

               Had there Breakfast with Santa and had a great turnout 

                Trunk or treat for Halloween had over 600 kids  

                JOI club is also very active 
Newmarket: 6 members received volunteer service awards from  

                  province 

                  donating to breakfast programs in schools and each 

                  meeting it seems we get more requests so cannot give 
                  you a number 

                  Breakfast with Santa was yesterday (Nov25th) 

                  2 new members will be inducted in Dec. 

                  Started doing a sweat equity for dues 

 
Unfortunately the other clubs have not responded, I know the college club 

has been writing exams. 

All my e mails to the Georgina Pride have bounced back and I have triple 

checked my e mail address for the president. 
If any one knows anybody in the Richmond Hill area who would make a 

great optimist please let me know, they are struggling and need help. 







Zone 8 – 1st Quarter Report 

 
Uxbridge  

- has 11 new members  

- 16th year for the Fantasy of Lights – OI President Tracy will be 

attending opening night! It runs from December 2nd through January 
2nd from 6-9pm nightly 

 

Oshawa 

- Has 300 participants in their Trunk or Treat Event 
- Working on their backpack program 

 

Brooklin 

- 200-300 youth attending their Youth Dances 
- They are now running the Whitby Santa Claus Parade, which has 64 

floats this year. 

   



Zone 10 1st Quarter Zone Report 
Presented by Lt. Governor Larry Harper  Date Nov 25, 2023 
 
Zone 10 held their first quarter zone meeting in Cornwall with 17-member present. 

2nd Quarter is planned for Feb 08, 2023, in Forest Park location and time to be determined.  

All the clubs in zone 10 except for the Arnprior’s Women’s cub have their executive team inducted. The 

Women’s Club is scheduled for Dec.  

Arnprior’s Women’s Club 

This is a very active club in their community. They support all the local school with donations to the 

breakfast programs and to the local Tery Fox run. They run a Halloween event and support the Santa 

parade. They are having their Ladies Naughty Trivia Event again in May 2024. 

Arnprior’s Men’s Club 

This is also a very active club who participate and support many local events like selling Christmas Tree, 

running a Grey Cup Raffle, supporting local sport teams and of course their annual weeklong Winter 

Carnival which has many different events during the week. 

Cornwall Club 

This is a very active who are celebrating their 75th 

 anniversary. Dedication to new play structure, Walk Thru Memory Lane, Rib Fest, Highland Games, Santa 

Claus Parade  

Forest Park Club 

Run a Christmas cake fund raiser, Community Christmas food drive, donated 550 pencils to local school. 

This club is very supportive to other zone events. 

Lancaster Club 

Hosted a Halloween Costume exchange, Hosted Haunted Drive-thru Halloween event, Fund ice time for 

local elementary and high schools, annual tree light, maintain outdoor rink run a weekly bingo  

Nepean Club 

This club support 8 local organization in the amount of $17000. 

Spencerville Club 

Very active in the community running many local event Pie sales, Hoe Down, Kid Halloween event, 

support youth appreciation week, support remembrance day event, support local angel tree, builtd 10 

garden boxes at local school, run a basket ball clinic every Wednesday at local school, decorate Christmas 

corner, maintain outdoor rink. 
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