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 Int ernal  

 Central Ontario District Board of Directors 
 

Purpose of Meeting: Central Ontario District Board of Director Meeting Minutes 

Date: February 11, 2023 Location: Newmarket Optimist Hall 

Time: 8:30 a.m. Prepared by: Michelle Stokes 
 

Participants: 
Voting 
Members in 
Attendance: 

Alan Fourney, Governor                          Ralph Brunton, Governor – Elect 
Brian Wick, Imm PG                                Jennifer Krizel, PG 
Michelle Stokes, District S/T                    PG Denise Nacev, Burlintgon 
Kevin MacBean, Orangeville                   Susan Montgomery, LG Z6 
PG Ted Simmonds, Caledon                   Alex Hilson, Halton Hills 
Jane Morson, LG 5                                  PG Jim Lynge, Etobicoke 
Jenn Dale, Newmarket                            Bryan Wood, Barrie 
Don McConnell, Strabane                       Susanne Gauder, Hamilton 
Paul Gross, Haldimand                           Christine Smith, Dunnville 
Rob Hewlett, Oakville                              Don Zynomirski, LG Z2 
Samantha Krizel, LG Z9                          Terry Muir, Cornwall 
Larry Harper, Spencerville                       Bonnie Scheer-Porteous, LG Z10 
PG Tony Edge, Forest Park                     Ken Williams, LG Z3 
Glen Sharp, Aurora 

In Attendance: OI VP Marlene Phillips                             Jody Caperchione, Burlington 
Marijke Coffa, Burlintgon                          Gabriella Van Hooydonk, Burlington 
Michele Vermeltfoort, Burlington              George Clarke, Barrie 
PG Ian Carter, Stoney Creek                   Joan Carter, Stoney Creek 
Al Wood, Stoney Creek                            Sandy Larivee, Essex (Guest) 
PG Adrian Maes                                       Tina Clare, Orangeville 
Linda Tuttle, Keswick                               PG Frank Tuttle, Keswick 
Theresa Elvins, Keswick                          Wendy Comer, Keswick (Guest) 
PG Dennis Kwasnicki, Erin                      PG Mac Rumble, Newmarket 
PG Sheril Thomson, Keswick                  PG Paul Thomson, Keswick 
Rob Gaby, Aurora                                    Carol Bartlett, Aurora 
Gale Wood, Barrie                                   Nora Pearce, Hamilton 
Cathy McGowan, Hamilton                      Linda Mitchinson, Hamilton 
Charmaine Quigley, Haldimand               Vicki Mains, Oakville 
Anna Hill, Forest Park                              Jaslynn Dhimar, Dunnville (Guest) 
Carilyn McNaught, Oakville                      Brenda Zynomirski, Dunnville 
LauraLee Reily, Keswick                          Peter Krizel, Oshawa 
PG Alex Ansell, Aurora                             Sandra Watson, Aurora 
Allen Bibby, Spencerville                          Matt Peters, Spencerville 

 
Next Meeting: Date: May 7, 2022 Time: 8:30 am 

Location: Oakville 
 
 
Governor Alan called to Order the Meeting and welcomed everyone to the virtual 
conference and introduced the head table. 
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Past Governor Jennifer Acknowledged the Land. 
 
DS/T Michelle Stokes clarified the voting members for this meeting are: 
Governor Alan, Governor-Elect Ralph, Immediate Past Governor Brian, Past Governor 
Jennifer, District S/T – Michelle, the Lieutenant Governors for each Zone, The Club 
Presidents, or Club Representative if appointed in writing to the District S/T Michelle 
Stokes 
 
Approval of Agenda – Governor Alan 
Moved by:  Sue Montgomery, LG Z6 2nd by:  Larry Harper, Spencerville 
Carried 
 
Approval of 1st Quarter Board of Director Meeting Minutes – Governor Alan 
Moved by:  PG Denise Nacev, Burlington 2nd by:   Sue Montgomery, LG Z6 
Carried 
 
Review of the 1st Quarter Financial Statement & approval to change line 650 
Accumulated Budget Surplus from $23,852.06 to $21,526.21– PG Denise 
Moved by: PG Ted Simmonds, Caledon  2nd by:  Larry Harper, Spencerville 
Carried 
 
Approval of the Financials 2021 to 2022  - PG Tony 
Moved by: Bonnie Sheer-Porteous, LG Z10 2nd by: PG Denise Nacev, Burlington  
Carried 
 
Zone Reports 
Zone 1 – No report submitted. 
Zone 2 – Presented by LG Don Zynomirski 
Zone 3 – Presented by LG Ken Williams 
Zone 5 – Presented by LG Jane Morson 
Zone 6 – Presented by LG Sue Montgomery 
Zone 7 – Presented by District S/T Michelle 
Zone 8 – Presented by PG Jennifer & PG Brian  
Zone 9 – Presented by LG Samantha 
Zone 10 – Presented by LG Bonnie Scheer-Porteous 
 
**Detailed reports will be available at https://cenon.org/zones after February 25th ** 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Candidates Qualifications: Governor Elect Nomination for Bonnie Scheer-Porteous. 
LGs reminded to get ready for elections for next LG’s at 3rd Zone Meeting. 
 
Essay: Club deadlines should be soon as they need to be submitted to Essay Chair 
Tonja by February 28th at the latest. 
 

https://cenon.org/zones
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Oratorical: District Contest will be a max of 10 due to the Zone combinations, as a 
proof of age a Health Card can be used, but we cannot request it. 
 
CCDHH: Currently working with some audiologists to obtain contestants. 
 
Jr. Golf: Registration forms have been sent to club President/Secretaries/Treasurers. 
The Tournament will be held on Saturday June 3rd, 2023, at the Caledon Country Club, 
Inglewood, ON. Cost is $80 per golfer which includes green fees, lunch, and prizes. 
First tee off is 1:00pm. 
 
Membership: Currently at +16, 3rd in Optimist International. 
 
New Clubs: Working on the area from Spencerville to Oshawa and north to Smith Falls 
and Carleton Place. The current focus is on Kingston and Brockville areas where there 
are some connections. 
 
Leadership Development: Today’s activity will be a team building exercise. 
 
Conference Report: 69 attendees of which 4 first timers, and Zone 2 through 10 were 
represented.  
 
OI Convention: July 2 – 5th, 2023 in Arlington Virginia – Registration opens soon at 
https://www.optimist.org/Member/convention.cfm  
 
Childhood Wellness: Spread Relief Grant funds – PG Denise will send information to 
be posted on the website.  
 
Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation: To date from October 2022 until January 
30, 2023, we have raised $5,792.10 with your support.  We thank you!  The monies 
raised will once again be put to good use as our Essay and Oratorical completions are 
rapidly approaching and will provide scholarships to the winners. Should you require 
any information on Club Grants, Outsourcing, or Spread Relief, please ask. 
 
JOI District Updates: Will be having a Zoom meeting in March to regroup. Advisors, 
please ensure your contact information is up to date on Optimist Leaders – this is to 
ensure you don’t miss any communications. 
 
New Business 
 
Fund a Feather Presentation & Vote – PG Jennifer & P. Indigenous Chair Bonnie 
 
Organization: Indspire  $4,000.00 
 
Organization: Trent University   $4,000.00 
 
 
 

https://www.optimist.org/Member/convention.cfm
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Moved by: PG Denise Nacev, Burlington 2nd by:  PG Brian Wick 
Carried 
 
 
Zone 8 & 9 Realignment Discussion – Governor Alan 
 
A committee has been struck which consists of Gov. Elect Ralph Brunton, Immediate 
PG Brian Wick and PG Jennifer Krizel to review the Zones, specifically 8 & 9, and report 
back at the May 12 & 13th Conference in Oakville, with a vote to be held at Convention 
in August.  
 
 
2023 – 2024 Conferences Discussion – Gov. Elect Ralph 
 
A discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of changing conferences from 
Friday night/Saturday to Saturday 1pm to Sunday 12pm. This is to get more members 
out, allow for additional time for speakers and events. LG’s are asked to bring up the 
discussion with their clubs. 
 
 
Not For Profit Legislation – PG Alex Ansell 
 
The new legislation was brought into effect on October 19, 2021. There are parts that 
require clarification as it seems the legislation was written for large not-for-profit 
organizations rather than smaller community organizations.  
 
OI VP Marlene is current speaking with a small group in regard to the Legislation and it 
has been advised that we check with her in a few weeks prior to moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Board of Directors Meeting will be May 13, 2023 at 8:30 am in Oakville 
 
Adjourned with the Optimist Creed at 11:15am 


