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Zone 1 (Fort Erie, Grantham-St. Catharines, Niagara Falls, Port Colborne, St. Catharines, and 
Welland) 

 
No reports submitted for this quarter 
 

 
Zone 2 (Ancaster, Battlefield – Stoney Creek, Dunnville, Haldimand, Hamilton, Hamilton-
East and Stoney Creek) 
Ancaster Township Optimist Club – Were able to meet in person just before the Holiday 
shutdown and had a Wine and Cheese social with recognition of member service milestones. 
Congratulations to Optimist Dave Matson for 45 years. Work has begun on our van which we 
hope will be available to tow the trailer to events in the coming months.  

Dunnville Optimist club: Held a successful Holiday Online Auction in November. In December 
they were able to host their Holiday Bazaar and was the most well attended so far. Also held 
a 50/50 cash draw where 511 tickets of 800 were sold. They will be having a Optimist Fun 
Family Day where passports will be given to go around town and participate in different 
games, ending at the Optimist Hall for hot chocolate.   

Stoney Creek: Had a Bingo Night and Murder Mystery night with inductions of the Board of 
Directors. Over Christmas held a Poinsettia Fundraiser, a well as a Christmas Social with 
catering by the Knights of Columbus. December 10th was the Annual Turkey Roll. December 
18 & 19 was the Santa Breakfast with 221 People of which 104 were children and 21 Big 
Brothers/Sisters participants. Sno Golf will be moved to February and Chili Cookoff in March. 
Our condolences go out to the Stoney Creek Club as President Shelley D’Angelo passed away 
suddenly on January 31st.  

Hamilton Inc.: Held a Raffle at Christmas for 20 items with Opt. Laszlo selling the most 
tickets. Club has had some members with medical issues so they have been resting and 
gathering energy for future endeavors. 

Hamilton - East.: Have been meeting in the Church Hall. Christmas Tree lot at Canadian Tire 
Centre Mall was a success. 

Haldimand: Stubbe’S Redi-Mix in Hagersville approached the club with a yearly sizeable 
donation as they appreciate the work Optimists do. With the 2021 funds we supported three 
new trades specific scholarship, Jarvis Light Up Night, Weekend trip to Great Wolf Lodge, 
Food bank donations and purchased 5 green screens, selfie lights and tripods for use at the 
library. Will be holding another Krispy Kreme fundraiser and road toll. 

Battlefield Optimists: Held their annual Christmas Tree sales and sold 200 trees in 11 days. 
Looking forward to getting back to meeting. 
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Zone 3 (Burlington, Carlisle, Greensville, Milton, Oakville,  Puslinch, Strabane, Etobicoke, 
Waterdown, AWE-SUM) 
Optimist Club of Etobicoke: Have had some zoom meetings, looking forward to in person 
meetings. Due to the large cash reserves,  the Etobicoke club has been able to continue all of 
its commitments to charitable donations and financial commitments. 
Donations include sports teams Yonge Street Mission, Youth without Shelter, St Ernistines 
Woman’s Shelter, Thistletown collegiate community food and culinary programs, 4 robotics 
programs. 
 
Oakville Optimist club: I have to start by saying that we have an amazing group of members. 
We are a small club but everyone pitches in to help the children and youth in Oakville so that 
we were able to support our community this quarter. $2,000 Programs supporting children 
with disabilities, $2,000 Programs supporting Children struggling with Mental Health 
$5,400 Food Programs,  $500  Robotics team, $500 Skate Program for vulnerable children.  
Our Bingo monthly revenue is down from pre-covid but happy to see it picking up; we raised 
$11,477. We held a virtual silent auction raising $3065.  We celebrated 9 local high school 
students with awards totalling $2250 at the Tom McNaught Youth Appreciation Awards. 
Many students sent notes afterwards to say how thankful they were for the award and for 
the virtual celebration. E-gift cards were sent to each student and their framed certificates. 
 We held a successful Christmas tree sales event raising $13,874! 
JOI continued to meet by zoom twice a month. Activities included, packing 2300 lb of food for 
a local charity, putting together Christmas treat packs for children in poverty, helping with 
Christmas tree sales and a virtual Christmas children activity. 
 
Milton Optimist Club: TV Bingo is going well and just added a super jackpot, that has yet to 
be won. Working on an event geared towards encouraging volunteerism and increasing 
membership called “Pay it Forward Milton”. Rockathon event postponed due to Covid.  Food 
deliveries are supporting approximately 20 families in great need. Working on a food truck 
event, details pending.  Optimists raised $295.00 selling cookies.  
 
Optimist Club of Strabane: We hosted our annual Food Hamper program. Buying and 
building 22 Food Hampers for Community Families that could use some help at Christmas. 
We also handed out 5 sweets baskets for local individuals. 
We had an Optimist Christmas Dinner for those that wanted to attend at a local Golf Course 
Restaurant. We had 36 people attend. This would normally be an appreciation night. 
The Optimist Club of Strabane is in the process of organizing our Essay contest and receiving 
application forms, so far we have 4 participants. 
We are starting to organize our Spring fundraiser - selling Potted hanging baskets. Last year 
was fairly successful for us so we are going to try it again. 

 
Zone 5 (Aurora, DAT at UTSC, Keswick, Newmarket, Richmond Hill, Rouge Valley, York 
Region – Kruzers, Exceptionally Fun) 
Aurora added 3 new members, Newmarket and Keswick welcomed 1 each.  
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Aurora – Held a club fundraiser for the CCOF and raised $660.  The Mayor proclaimed Feb 
3rd Optimist Day in the Town of Aurora and the club received recognition in the current OI 
magazine for their KIND initiative. The club had another successful year with the Christmas 
Cake program selling 232 cakes. The club is excited to have their mobile kitchen out in the 
community for the first time since covid as they take part in the Family Day event hosted by 
the town. Feb 19th they are launching their Fill a Freezer campaign in partnership with the 
No Frills store in town. 

Keswick – had a busy December with handing out toy bags for 585 children from 245 
families, hosting a Breakfast with Santa for 59 children and 75 adults and taking Santa to visit 
117 houses for porch visits.  For valentine’s Day they will be delivery treats to 200 of the toy 
drive children and are currently promoting a snowman building contest until Feb 26th with a 
random draw for a family pizza party. After the success of the Halloween Trick or Trunk event 
the club is planning an Easter event on April 9th with local businesses and community groups 
decorating their trunks with Easter and Spring themes and hand out Easter treats to the kids 

Newmarket – Will be celebrating 2 members who have 50 years of service and 2 members 
who have 40 years of service.    The club enjoyed getting out into the community in 
December with Porch visits with Santa.  They took a weekend and visited 53 homes around 
the community.  It was a well-received event which they plan on expanding on next year. 
They are looking at hosting porch visits with the Easter bunny in April and are working on 
plans for the annual Fish out at Fairy Lake in June. 

 
Zone 6 (Caledon, Erin, Main Place-Erin, Orangeville, Bolton, and Halton Hills) 
Optimist Club of Caledon was holding in person dinner/exec. Meetings until the shutdown 
and hope to restart meetings again in March.  The club participate in the Caledon Tree 
Lighting serving hot dogs and hot cider for the event.  They were setup to hold a bottle and 
can drive with the Caledon Central P.S. but that has been cancelled due to the shutdown.  
Hope to reschedule shortly.  They also hope to have an Essay participant. 
 
Optimist Club of Erin The Erin club has not been doing much ---- lockdown again 
Had couple of virtual meetings. Couple of in person meetings – at legion – good to get 
together. Could not do Santa phone calls – declined by UGDSB due to “religious reasons “ 
Had a great Xmas dinner with majority of members & spouses. Added “new” member” 
Dennis kwasnicki”.Not sure what future has planned but hopefully Optimistic 
 
Halton Hills Optimist Club - Santa Calling: We held our annual Santa Calling event for the 
kindergarten children in Halton Hills. With 24 volunteer Santas we called a total of 124 hours 
plus 36 hours of administration. Santa spoke with 912 children (English and French) from 512 
families reaching over 99% of the children on his list. Christmas Tree Sale: We sold over 200 
Christmas trees, raising over $3,700 for the youth in our community . Breakfast with Santa: 
This year’s Breakfast with Santa program was socially distanced as a Drive-thru, serving 
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breakfast with pancakes, sausages etc. to many families, including the Special Olympics team. 
Ø We honored Alan and Joyce Farmer with a Lifetime Achievement award for their almost 4 
decades of commitment, time, inspiration and encouragement, making a big difference to 
our club’s achievements and in the community. Food4Life: We are delivering bags of food 
(mainly produce) to families in need. This initiative is also in partnership with the Optimist 
Club of Milton. Weekly TV Bingo on Cogeco TV / Your TV. We have introduced a new Jackpot!  
We resumed our in-person dinner meetings.  
 
Optimist Club of Orangeville - The Orangeville Optimist Club (OOC) has been busy this 
quarter with our 2021 Christmas in the Park Project (CITP) along with a few other notable 
events. The 2021 Christmas in the Park edition was an outstanding success. The community 
was very grateful that we were able to open this year after only having a drive by event last 
year. We had approximately 20,000 visitors to the park over the month of December. Club 
participation was excellent and approx. 1,600 hours of volunteer service was allotted to this 
project. Fundraising and CITP sponsorship was also a success raising over $20,000. Our Social 
Media platforms were used extensively to promote this event with some awesome feedback. 
Some potential members were also cultivated during the two work weekends. Planning for 
CITP 2022 is already underway by the organizing committee. The club constructed a parade 
float and participated in the 2021 Orangeville Santa Claus parade. The club partnered with 
Orangeville District Secondary School (ODSS) and participated in the One Voice One Team 
virtual conference. This program started by Orlando Bowen (ex-CFL player) empowers youth 
to utilize their extraordinary leadership skills and talents to better themselves and their 
community. As COVID restrictions lift we will be involving the ODSS OVOT students as 
volunteers in our community events. A donation of $1,600 was given to ODSS for this 
program. The club also made a donation of $500 to the ODSS Special Needs Christmas 
luncheon. Member’s usually assist with the luncheon but were unable to do so this year due 
to COVID. The ODSS staff made a request to OOC to assist a student who was in emergency 
need of dental work. Although the club voted to assist the student a club member 
volunteered to personally cover the cost. Club members personally donated gift cards to this 
student at local clothing shops. The ODSS staff and student were very appreciative of our 
donations. Unfortunately, our always well attended Optimist Christmas party had to be 
cancelled but our caterer provided a drive through dinner pick up and we celebrated on line 
with live musical entertainment. We are currently running an Optimist International Essay 
Contest for students at ODSS. The contest closes February 18th 2022 with the winner 
receiving 200-dollar prize. We have entered into discussion with the Dufferin Children’s 
Family Foundation to cohost a scavenger hunt for youth in April. Club members are sitting on 
this organizing committee. It is planned that OOC will be hosting a pancake breakfast for this 
event. Our club is adjusting our COVID delayed 50th Anniversary celebration and the 
organizing committee is meeting this month. The Orangeville Optimist of the year award was 
presented to member Tina Clare, for outstanding contributions to the club this year. 
 
Optimist Club of Main Place - Erin - Nothing new at this time. 
 
Optimist Club of Bolton - The Optimist Club of Bolton is still in quarantine and hopefully next 
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quarter will get back into the swing of things. 
 

Zone 7  (Barrie, Collingwood-Evening, Parry Sound) 
Collingwood: Collingwood has lost a couple members but has added some new members 
over the past while. They are hoping to get back to their Mother of All Garage Sales soon as 
this is their major fundraiser. 

Barrie: Resuming dinner meetings did not go as planned with the most recent COVID 
variants. The Optimist Room at the Barrie Soccer Club is in renovation mode and is almost 
completed. Club sponsored a club for the Family Connexions Holiday Program. 

Parry Sound: Running a Winter-Warm Up Virtual Auction on their Facebook page. Held their 
Drive-Through Santa Claus Parade in late November. 

 
Zone 8 (Oshawa, Uxbridge, Brooklin) 
Oshawa –Donating to the school food program. Hoping to host an April Zone meeting.  
 
Uxbridge – Ran the  Optimist Fantasy of Lights events. Also held tree sales during the 
holidays. 
 
Brooklin – Are running an Essay and Oratorical contest. Planning on doing a golf event in the 
spring as well as ran the Christmas Cavalcade through town again this year. 

 
Zone 9 (Douro & District, Ennismore, Lindsay, and Trent) 
Lindsay: Held their annual Christmas tree sales at the local Canadian Tire.   
 
Trent: As classes are currently held online they have not been meeting, but plan to have a 
Zoom meeting shortly. 
 

 
Zone 10 (Arnprior, Arnprior Optimistic – IC Women’s, Cornwall, Forest Park, Lancaster, 
Napean, and Spencerville) 
Arnprior Women Optimist Club: We held a "Seuss on Skates" event for families in December. We 
held two free skates, served snacks, had prizes and included a raffle with the event. The event was full 
and the kids loved it! We are hoping to have our trivia event again in 2022 but have not made 
concrete plans. 
 
Cornwall Optimist Club: 

1. The Optimist Club of Cornwall was very busy prior to the New Year. We held our last 
barbeque and bake sale in November on Black Friday, and it was cold but a great 
success. Our barbeques raised approximately $6,000.00 last year. We have also held 
an ongoing bake sale which sees approximately $6,000.00 in sales. 
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2. We held our Halloween Trunk or Treat event in Lamoureaux Park on October 31st. 
Due to rainy weather we ended having less businesses handing out candies, but it was 
still a huge success with about 20 businesses braving the weather to hand out treats 
to 850 children. Lots of laughs were had and the smiles were a great reward to us.  

3. We were able to have a smaller version of our annual Breakfast with Santa which 
allowed us to feed breakfast to 200 while Santa and Mrs. Claus walked around and 
visited the children.  Many of our members also assisted with the Santa Claus parade 
on the same day, November 20th which saw a regular parade with approximately 
15,000 spectators. 

4. We sold our annual cash calendars again in November which were a huge success 
seeing all calendars sold in a month. This event raises over $4,000.00 each year and 
has become very popular as stocking stuffers for Christmas. 

5. We held our annual toy drive which started after Remembrance Day and saw us 
collect toys and funds to allow us to hand out bags of gifts to over 1,400 children with 
a value of over $60,000.00. This is a huge event for us and involves many members 
and so many laughs that we are sore by the end of it. 

6. We hope to return to in person business meetings and dinner meetings in February 
and we have been fortunate to have 10 new members waiting to be inducted as soon 
as possible. 

7. We will be hosting our first 3 on 3 hockey tournament beginning on Optimist Day and 
running until February 6th. We maintain two ice rinks at our Optimist Park and it will 
be a great time to get kids out for some hockey action and we will have our canteen 
open. We are looking forward to lots of action and fun. 

8. We are working to restart our floor hockey and softball leagues for 2022. 
9. We are also working on plans for our Ribfest in July, and we have had many bands 

send in applications to play this year. We look forward to returning to a normal event. 

Forest Park Optimist Club 
       1.  Interclub visits with Cornwall, Lancaster and Spencerville  

2. November food drive – worked with the school we had a record amount filling 5 
SUV’s and collecting $1020.00 

3. Still have Fruitcakes left if anyone is interested. 
4. We continue to hold board meeting monthly via Zoom and have renewed our 

subscription for another year. 
5. Jan 15 we were supposed to have out post-Christmas party with an invitation to 

Cornwall to come and present the Christian D Larson award to Bryan Bramall 
cancelled due to COVID restrictions. 

6. Feb 3 Optimist Day – we are publishing the creed on Facebook as well as in the school 
newsletter – asking student to pick a line that speaks to them and write, draw, take a 
photo about why.  This will raise awareness about the club, promote awareness for 
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the kids. As well we will use the student’s responses in future monthly newsletter 
contributions sent to over 400 families and on our Facebook page. 

7. We are publishing monthly notices in the Cambridge Public School newsletter to keep 
awareness of the club whereas in the past we only put in when we had an activity. 

8. We will be participating in the executive meeting and second quarter zoom 
conference. 

9. President Bonnie and Tony continue to attend board meetings and any activities with 
the Nepean Optimist Club. 

10. Feb 8 – Have 4 members be recognized for their OVA awards for 2021 in a virtual 
zoom presentation. 

11. Family Day – Feb 17 – looking to have a drive-thru hot chocolate and cookie event. 
12. March – International Day of Happiness – Looking to have a sheet for the kids to draw 

or write about what makes them happy to include the club logo and creed as well. 
13. April 23 – Looking to have Trivia from the Edge of the Forest the virtual edition as in 

person is not possible. Cost will be $10.00 per person and we will be opening it to the 
CENON district. 

14. President Bonnie is on the Safe and accepting Schools Committee and UCDSP Student 
census working group. 

15. We are talking with Limoges Optimist Club to see if any members would like to join us 
as their club may be closing down. 

16. Reviewing the Who do you know incentive and how to implement it in our 
community. 

17. Possible food drive Spring/Summer and if things change and allow us back in the 
school, we will reinstitute our pancake breakfasts. 

18. Looking for ways to involve all members – sending out our meeting minutes, looking 
at ways to get people involved with other media options.  Cards and we miss you 
notes, starting to send birthday, anniversary and volunteer milestone cards to keep 
people engaged. 

Lancaster Optimist Club 
1. Our tree lighting fundraiser went very well.  We had 55 sponsors with an income of 

$5500.00.  We had a few expenses this year, new electrical cords were needed and 
several strands of new lights.  Final income was $5000.00. 

2. We had our Christmas party in December.  We had a lot of fun, good food, silly 
presents and great conversation. 

3. Our January meeting was held via zoom. 
4. We have started our oratorical contest.  Info has been sent to the five schools that we 

support. 
5. Our ice time program has been started as well.  Three of our schools have asked for 

ice time and we supply it.  They use it how they like. 
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6. We have started our first newsletter.  One of our members has done a fantastic job 
capturing the highlights of our month, recognized members birthdays, has a joke and 
a funny quote in there. 

7. For International Day of Optimism we started a family snow fort and or snow 
sculpture contest.  It is to culminate on Family Day which is February 21. 

8. Plans are underway for our Canada Day celebrations. 

9. Looking forward to our next meeting in person! 
 
Spencerville and District Optimist Club 

November 
1. Repairs to our rink boards 
2. Drive Through Ham/Scalloped Potato Fundraising dinner 
3. Forest Park Optimist Club joined us at our November Dinner Meeting. 
4. Members continue to obtain police clearances for volunteering 
5. News Print Article about our 30th Anniversary was picked up by The Star system, ran 

in several papers/websites 
December 

6. Congratulatory Certificates From MP Barrett and MPP Clark regarding or 30th 
Anniversary 

7. Annual Town Centre Christmas Corner Decoration set up 
8. Made wood ornaments for Public School to paint/decorate to hang on our tree with 

their parents/class 
9. Joined the Spencerville Business Community in the Official Tree Lighting  
10. 2 Optimist Members ran Photos with Jack Frost as a community service and 

fundraiser 
11. Purchased 10 gifts for the Angel Tree 
12. Outdoor Rink Boards Assembled  
13. Letter of support for Governor Elect Al Fourney 

January 
14. Outdoor Rink up and running 
15. CTV did a TV report about our rink in conjunction with CAHRA 
16. Connecting with local Legion to promote junior activities when COVID restrictions lift 
17. 6 members participated in the Zone Meeting 
18. Facebook page continues to be quite successful. We are going to begin an Instagram 

page to catch youth interest in an attempt to get essay and/or oratorical entries 
19. Elementary school will participate in Speak Up  
20. Dime a Day donations have begun by members 

Napean Optimist Club: 
1.   Held our annual Christmas dinner for members and guests. We had a good turnout and     
      also had a guest speaker who spoke on our new project – books for Keyna. 
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2. Our club has taken on a literacy project for children in Kenya. Some months ago, we 
were approached by a lady from Keyna that moved to Ottawa around 1984. For years 
she has been sending books to Africa( Keyna) to set up libraries in villages that have 
no access to public libraries. She was our guest speaker. The goal is to get kids reading 
at an early age and improve their literacy skills. Most of the books are donated or 
purchased from yard sales, etc. Her biggest expense is shipping costs. Our club has 
agreed to assist with her shipping costs. In addition, some members have indicated that 
will donate some of their books to her. Both children’s books and books for adults. 
Adults too need to read. 

3. Our club also fulfilled its charitable commitment by giving eight needy Ottawa 
organizations a cheque for $1,000.00 each. 

4. We still have an active “face book”. 

 
 


