
 

 

The new calendar year is here, as is the 
second quarter of our Optimist year. The first 
quarter went by fast, but we all stood tall during 
it all. Our first quarter got a big jolt with the 
“Growth Surge Tour.” The Michigan District 
hosted Optimist International President Dave 
Bruns, Executive Director Benny Ellerbe, 
Canadian Service Centre Senior Director Jacques 
Pelland, and Vice-President of the Northeast & 
Great Lakes Region, Anne Donkers. The tour 

started in Quebec, and finished in Michigan. The 
purposes of the tour were to: 1.) promote 
membership growth, 2.) promote the new World 
Oratorical Contest, and 3.) promote the 2016 

Quebec City Optimist International Convention.  

The Michigan District events were hosted at 
the Auburn Hills campus of Oakland Community 
College, and the Wayne County Community 
College campus in downtown Detroit. A huge 
thank you to Lou Moss, Fatima Plater, and Don 
Brose for making this event happen. Dr. Timothy 
L. Taylor, President of the OCC Auburn Hills 
campus, and Dr. Isaiah McKinnon, the Deputy 
Mayor of Detroit, also participated at the OCC 
event. Many Michigan District Optimist members 
attended the events, where we inducted several 
new members, and will be launching a new club as 
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a result of this  very successful tour. So we stood 

tall!  

A change that was implemented during the 
first quarter is to have Optimist International bill 
both International and District dues. This change 
should make it simpler for clubs to pay their dues. 
Any questions can be directed to District Secretary, 

Maggie Rollinger. 

Our clubs have been busy during the first 
quarter. There were numerous installation dinners. 
Some members were deleted from Optimist rosters 
for various reasons (transfers, moving, non-
payment of dues, and death). Michigan District 
Optimist clubs have been successful with 
recruiting new members. To bring in new members 
reaffirms our “why?” in becoming Optimists, We 

(Continued on page 2) 
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all want to share our passion to help our youth, our 
communities, and ourselves. New members are a great way to 
increase the energy level of a club.  Michigan District clubs 
have been busy with events  to positively impact youth in their 
communities, as well as fundraising. So our clubs are standing 

tall! 

Membership is vital to any service organization. We would 
not have an organization without our membership. I have a 
goal for every club to achieve Honor Club status. An Optimist 
club becomes an Honor Club when it satisfies the following 

requirements: 

• Completes at least three service projects in one calendar 
year (submit President’s Pride Report). 

• Recognize a club member or local community individual 

• Completes an Award Certification document 

• The club grows in membership by net, plus 1 

• The club is current on District, and OI dues 

An Honor Club is a healthy club. Why? Because an Honor 
Club is growing in membership, which means more projects 
can be accomplished. This leads to Optimism having a positive 
impact on more youth in your community. Membership also 
grows stronger as optimists learn more about club activities, 
and become active in them. Please contact Michigan District 

Membership Chair Doris Modrak with any questions. 

How can an Optimist club recruit new members? One 
answer is to hold a New Optimists Welcome (NOW) event. 
When was the last time your club held a NOW event? Is it time 
to plan one this quarter? Michigan District NOW Co-Chairs 
Elaine Lyon, and Sue Kardasz, are happy to help with 

developing  NOW projects. 

Any club project can be successful in recruiting new 
Optimist members. The Oratorical, and Essay, contests 
sponsored by Optimist International are great ways to promote 

our organization. Student participation in these events open 
parents’ awareness of  the importance of the positive 
encouragement our organization provides to youth. So use 
these projects and events tas a way to build your club 

membership. 

New this year, the Oratorical Contest  has become the  
World Oratorical Contest. In past years, this competition 
stopped at the District level. As of this year the Michigan 
District winner can compete at higher levels, and earn 
additional scholarship money. Does your club participate? If 
not, why not? Please contact Michigan District Oratorical 

Chair Joette Kunse with any questions. 

Membership of our District can also grow by building new 
clubs. New clubs allow our organization to serve  youth in its 
community. I am pleased to report that we currently have new 
clubs in the works. New Club Building Co-Chairs Pat Rabaut 

Miller and Charlie King are happy to assist! 

How do we build, or retain membership, build new clubs, 
develop fundraising activities? What projects have been 
successful for other Optimist clubs, that we might want to 
duplicate? All of this can be learned at our quarterly 
conferences. Each quarterly conference provides insight into 
team building, sharing of ideas, fellowship, motivation, 

leadership development, personal growth, and more.  

Our Michigan District  stands tall in meeting the challenge 
to plan exciting quarterly conferences that inspire new ideas, 
and new Optimists! Our 2nd Quarter Michigan District 
Conference will be held at Bay Valley Resort, February 5-7, 
2016. Anne Donkers, Vice-President  of Optimist 
International’s Northeast & Great Lakes Region, will be 
joining us. I look forward to seeing you at the 2nd Quarter 

Conference at Bay Valley Resort! 

 Governor Steve 

(Continued from page 1) 

District Finance Changes  

Maggie Rollinger - Michigan District Secretary-Treasurer 

mar523@wowway.com  or (586) 436-5613 

It is hard to believe that we are already into the second quarter. I enjoyed the first quarter meeting at the Troy Marriott, and hope 

more Optimist members can join us in Bay City for the 2nd Quarter Meeting for more training, and great fellowship! This meeting 

will also be for Governor Cherryl  to give her awards for the 2014-2015 Optimist year. 

I will be giving another workshop at the 2nd Quarter Meeting,. If you’ve ever thought about  accepting the role as Secretary/

Treasurer, come to my class to learn more about  what the person  in this leadership position does. You can always call, or email 

me, if your questions can’t wait. 

I hope the current Treasurer’s are enjoying only having to receive one bill to pay International and Michigan District dues. If you 

have not paid your 1st Quarter dues, please pay them IMMEDIATELY!  All Michigan District Optimist clubs were mailed their 

1st Quarter dues statements in the middle of October. I have sent a couple of reminder email’s as follow-up. These dues state-

ments were based on club membership as of October 1st, 2015. 

2nd Quarter dues information will be sent to your club’s Secretary/Treasurer the first part of January, and will cover the months of 

January., February., and March. Please pay these as soon as possible. I look forward to seeing all of you in bay City!   
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 Welcome New Members... Welcome to our Team !  
 

Optimist volunteers continually make this world a better place to live. There are over 70,000 
individual Members who belong to more than 2,400 autonomous Clubs. Optimists conduct 
65,000 service projects each year, serving six million young people. Optimists also spend $78 

million on their communities annually. 

Welcome to all our new team members to the Michigan District that were added between 
09/01/2015 and 11/30/2015.  Sponsors are listed in italics. 

21ST CENTURY-DETROIT 

Charlene Crossley   Catherine Tilles 

ANN ARBOR-BFT 

William Briede  
Pamela Sasaki Joseph Sasaki 
Donald Thiel  

AUBURN HILLS 

Janet Hopper Joseph Hopper 
Pamela Knight-Stouffer   Henry Knight 

BATTLE CREEK 

Kim Welch Sue Danke 

BATTLE CREEK-HARPER CREEK 

Dustin King Howard King 
Rich Peternel Richard Wagner 

BAY CITY 

Paige Bremer Linda Kahler 
Bethany Chorba   Roberta Spencer 
Destiny Taylor Danielak   Karen Monville 
John Keuvelaar Guy Greve 
Leighsa Otto   R James Merrill 
Rich Vantol   Jo Ellen Strieter 

BLUEGILL-ST. HELEN 

Leah Ellis Patricia Foxx 
Broadnax William   Patricia Foxx 

BRIGHTON 

Carolyn Cisler Eunice Kallio 
Mike Cisler Eunice Kallio 
Joanne Magee Eunice Kallio 
Teresa Meyers Eunice Kallio 
Sherry Smith Dennis Smith 

CARDINAL-SKIDWAY LAKE 

Jennifer Burr April Mason 
Scott Colclasure   April Mason 
Ann Colclusure April Mason 
Vickie Koczman April Mason 

CENTRAL MACOMB 

Haydn Peterson   Pat Rabaut-Miller 
Patricia Sellers   David Fries 

CENTRAL-DETROIT 

Darralyn Bowers   Thomas Dorsey 
Lesli Britton Keisha Young 
Terrance Dillard   Stacia Little 
Daren Holloway   Chandra Hall-

Holloway 
Renee Hudson Gerald Hudson 
Eric Huffman Stacia Little 
Carole Lang Keisha Young 

Jessie Turner Keisha Young 
Andrew Tyus Gerald Hudson 
Judy Williams Keisha Young 
Fiona Young Keisha Young 

CHARLOTTE 

David Keller John Thiel 

CLARKSTON AREA 

Dan Stencil Donald Brose 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP AREA 

Robin Brewer Doris Modrak 
Dana Camphous-Peterson   Lou Moss 
Benny Ellerbe Lou Moss 
Carolyn Hallanger    
Phillip Lampron   Doris Modrak 
Judy Sinclair Karen Tucker 

DAVISON 

Terrance Elizondo   Linda Dahl 
Patrcia Fuller John Strader 
James Paquette John Strader 
Jennifer Torok John Strader 

DETROIT-HARTFORD COMMUNITY 

Iris Ayala  
Herbert Strather   Verna Brocks 

DETROIT-LOVING COMMUNITY 

Christopher Bryant   Robert Bryant 

DETROIT-METRO RIVERFRONT 

Muriel Johnson Fatima Plater 
Leah Meredith Fatima Plater 
Basil Nona Fatima Plater 
Crystal Smith Fatima Plater 
Terry Whitfield   Fatima Plater 
William Whitfield   Fatima Plater 

DETROIT-NORTHWEST 

Christina Dagupta   Herbert Strather 
Clara Rich Kathryn Joyner 

DETROIT-WESTERN INT'L 

Rita Carpenter   Charlie King Jr. 

FARMINGTON HILLS-BFT 

Roger Weber   Roxanne Fitzpatrick 

FLUSHING AREA 

Kathy Birchmeier    
Paul Blanchard Mr.    
Peggy Blanchard    
Jerry Dziedzic Jr    
John Gleason  
Dean Knoodle  
Sherrie Lied  

Debbie Line Yencer   Bill Martin 
Amy Lynch  
Fred Lynch  
Margaret Lynch  
Samantha Lynch  
Bill Martin  
Kim Mattar  
Kendra Minton  
John Murphy  
Michael Murphy  
Susan Murphy  
John Potbury  
Kathleen Snyder    
Roland Szukhent   Michael Murphy 

FRIEND OF PATRIOTS-WARREN 

Stephen Saph Sr   David Fries 

GROSSE POINTE-LAKESHORE 

Lisa Franks David Franks 
Gary Wilson   David Hohlfeldt 

HOLLAND 

Joyce Barkel John Tooke 
Vern Barkel John Tooke 
Joshua Cook Ken Vos 
Susan Fenton Doug Bowman 
Kimberly Hager   Dorothy Darling 
Roberto Jara  
Annette Manwell   Doug Bowman 
Scott Osborn  
Shannon Wolters    

HURON VALLEY 

Floyd Barckholtz   Pamela Barckholtz 
Laura Gaunt Tom Gaunt 
Amy Grzymkowkski   Pamela Barckholtz 
Marty Hydorn Mary Hydorn 
Gayle Lyons Tom Gaunt 
Lauren Tureff   Pamela Barckholtz 

JACKSON 

John Sherman Carol Sherman 

KALAMAZOO-BFT 

Marda Gilmore Laurel Jefsen 
Mary Mccallum Theresa Mills 

LAKE ORION AREA 

Maggie Razdar Don Brose 

MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL ENTRE-
PRENEURS-DETROIT 

Nolie Jackson   Lawrence Calfee 

(Continued on page 4) 

New members added between 09/01/2015 and 11/30/2015 (for any errors or omissions check with your club secretary).   
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Growth Surge - Right Here, Right Now! 
Doris Modrak dorismodrak@kellyservices.com (586) 344-8227 

Our Michigan District Optimist highway is moving along as we 
continue our efforts to build new clubs in Vicksburg, Holly, 
Grayling, East Pointe, Harper Woods, and the YMCA in St. 
Clair Shores. If you know anyone who lives or works in any of 
these communities, please share this information with us. We’ll 
be happy to contact them personally, and encourage them to 

join in on our Optimist fun and fellowship. 

Special thanks to Past Michigan District Governor, Ray Finoc-
chio, who is also a board member of the YMCA. Ray is assist-
ing us in communicating the value of partnering with Michigan 
District Optimists. Fatima Plater is skillfully mentoring a simi-
lar partnership at the YMCA site in downtown Detroit, with the 

Healthy Kids Optimist Club. 

These two success stories in the making demonstrate that 

YMCA clubs, and Optimists working together, are a great fit! 

Why do we care about building new clubs? Most important is 
the reason that for every new Optimist 33 children in that com-
munity will be impacted by Optimism, enthusiasm, and a 
healthy environment in which to grow. In building a new club, 
with at least 25 new Optimists, we can enrich the lives of at 
least 825 children and young adults in tah targeted area. It’s all 

about the kids! 

Please join us on February 6th during the 2nd Quarter Michigan 
District Conference in Bay City, as we share information and 
learn from each-other with ideas and insight into how to build 

new Optimists, and new Optimist clubs throughout Michigan.  

New Club Building News  
Pat Rabaut Miller  ● (586) 731-1831  / Charlie King ● (313) 729-6277  

 

By now you may have already had your first NOW meeting 
(we’re striving to have at least two per club per Optimist year). 
Or, you may have taken advantage of giving the gift of Opti-
mism by giving Friend of Optimist memberships to family 
members, friends, neighbors, and co-workers who are unable to 
join a club. Keep in mind, Optimist International President, 
Dave Bruns, is waving the New Member Fee for all new 
members added between December 1, 2015, and January 31, 
2016. So let’s take advantage of this incentive! 
I hope all clubs have set a goal to become an Honor Club. To 
be an Honor Club, your club needs to be plus 1 in membership 
from your October 1st membership roster. If every club be-
comes an Honor Club, that would mean at least 100 new mem-
bers for our Michigan District. We would be doing our part to 
add to the 100,000 new members as  hoped for by Optimist 

International to celebrate our organization’s 100th Anniver-
sary, in 2019! 
We are hoping for the renewal of the Friend of Optimist Bun-
dles, which expired at the end of September, 2015. The FOO 
bundles are 6 memberships for $300, which is a 50% savings 
when purchased separately. If this happens, all Club President’s 
should receive an e-blast with all of the details. So watch your 
mailbox! 
Lastly, if your club is struggling with retaining membership, 
please reach out to our Club Fitness Advisors, led by Bob Schil-
ler. Bob, or another member of his committee, will help to de-
velop strategies to build strong. Bob is in our Michigan District 
Directory, under Club Services. 

MT. PLEASANT 

Christina Proulx   Jennifer Dancer 

NILES 

Leigh Jones Jan Personette 

NORTH WEST OAKLAND 

  Lisa Austin 

OAK PARK-ROYAL OAK TWP 

Raymond Bell Ron Hardy 
James Carter Ron Hardy 
Robert Hill James Huston 
Robert Hill James Huston 
Owen Souder Ron Hardy 
Akinyele Spaight   Ron Hardy 
Priscilla White   Ron Hardy 

OCC AUBURN HILLS 

Lauren Gustavson   Spencer Stringer 
Ashley Mikkleson   Spencer Stringer 

PENNFIELD-BATTLE CREEK 

Brenda Foltz Dawn Lewis 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON 

Terri Keski-Hynnila   Esther Richards 
Cheryl Klobucar   Dolly Porter 
Batcho Pamela   Elizabeth Leadford 

ROSEVILLE 

Suzanne Dzieciolowski   Michelle Kauf-

fold 
Michelle Glandon   Margaret Rollinger 
Mary Wietecha John Surhigh 
Steven Wietecha   John Surhigh 

SAGINAW 

Melissa Tejada Ronald Platt 
Shirley Wazny James Kelly 

SHELBY TOWNSHIP AREA 

Makedonka Bischoff   Teresa Leming 
Nancy Burnham  
Jan Gardner Lou Moss 

Ron Gardner Lou Moss 
Randy Hardy Lou Moss 
Julie Mattei Nancy Rylicki 
Brian Shaw Su-Z Shaw 
Lauri Skowronek   Lou Moss 
Vince Skowronek   Lou Moss 
Mackenzie Smoots   Nancy Rylicki 
Shikha Sood Su-Z Shaw 
Bradley Suggs Nancy Rylicki 
Jill Vidosh Lou Moss 
Dan Welch Lou Moss 
Susan Welch Lou Moss 
Lynn Wilhelm Nancy Bates 

SOUTHFIELD-LATHRUP 

David Farbman Cherryl Thames 
Linda Nabers Cherryl Thames 

ST CLAIR SHORES 

Ronald Wallace Sr.   Joseph Wielgot 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! The success of our 
Foundation fundraising effort at Michigan District meetings is 
directly related to the generous donations from members like 

you!  

The total of all of the cash and checks we’ve collected was a 
whopping $3, 575.00! The Foundation fishbowl raffle was a 
huge success! Thank you to all of the clubs and individuals  
that sent something to be raffled off. And, one lucky person 
went home with one half of the 50/50 raffle cash, which was 
$345.00. The other 50% meant a donation to the Foundation of 
$345.00. I was asked not to mention that the winner of the 

50/50 was Jim Walker, so I promised I would not. 

Our next District meeting will be in February, so please send 
something to raffle off  with an Optimist who will be 
attending. A Valentine theme would be great, or a basket that 

represents something unique to your community.  

As we begin the 2015-2016 Optimist year, please think about 
making your contribution to the OI Foundation by funding 
your Dime-A-Day gift of $36.50, and receive your Dime-A-
Day pin. If your club has not designated a Club Foundation 
Representative, CFR, think about appointing someone, or 
volunteer yourself! The CFR will explain to your club how the 
OI Foundation  touches children’s lives, will coordinate the 
collection of donations and ensure they reach the Foundation. 
The Dime-A-Day collection/donation, Century Circle, and 
President’s Club are fundraising activities of the optimist 

International Foundation.  

A special thank you to Lisa Austin, Jim Walker, and Pat 
Rabaut Miller for assisting with fundraising at the 1st Quarter 

District conference, at the Troy Marriott. 

See you in baB City! 

Foundation Shakes District! 
Barry Burnham - Michigan District Foundation Representative  

barry.burnham@me.com or (586) 703-4435 

Once a year preparations are made for Optimist’s everywhere 
to meet and exchange new ideas, club success stories, and to 
train our incoming club officers. The Michigan District has 
always been  a big part of that event. This year the Optimist 
International Convention is in Quebec, and our district is 
already leading the way in the number of attendees. As OI 
Ambassador Chair for the Michigan District, it is my job to 
organize and  provide a familiar setting to attendees from our 
District, and to showcase all of the wonderful things our 

District has to offer.  

Our Michigan District hospitality suite, with it’s Rediscover 

Optimism in Quebec 2016 theme, is sure to be a success. This 
year we will be celebrating Governor Steve, and Secretary/
Treasurer Maggie’s year, as they are well on their way to 
reaching the level as Distinguished! We will also be 
celebrating Immediate “Distinguished” Past Governor, 
Cherryl Thames, and introducing Governor-Elect Monetta 
Foster’s year of “Fostering Growth,” and of course, our 

very own OI Board Member, Marc Katz. You see, the 
Michigan District has lots to celebrate, and there are always 

surprises! 

All funding for our District’s hospitality suite is raised from 
the sale of hospitality pins, and from generous donation from 
Optimists like you. I am asking if you, your club, or 
corporation would consider making a small donation to ensure 
our District can carry on it’s long tradition as providing an 
exceptional hospitality experience. Levels include bronze, $25, 
silver, $50, and gold, $100, or more. All donations of $100 or 
more would go a long way in making our hospitality event a 
huge success. All individual, club and corporate donations will 

be recognized at the event. Checks can be made out to the 
Michigan District Optimists, with the word “hospitality” 
written on the memo line. The 98th Optimist International 
Convention is just months away, so you can plan or consider 
mailing a check today! Donations may be mailed to Michigan 

District Hospitality, PO Box 4241, Centerline, MI 48015.  

Rediscover Optimism in Quebec 2016   

Dave Fries - Michigan Optimist International Convention Ambassador  

david.t.fries.civ@mail.mil or (586) 219-7021 

Maureen Wark Joseph Wielgot 

THE DEVELOPERS-DETROIT 

David Addison Herb Strather 
Florea Black Herb Strather 
Frances Davis Herb Strather 
Thais Johnson-Walker   Herb Strather 
Sonya Jordan Herb Strather 
Claire Monroe Herb Strather 
Connie Parham Herb Strather 
Anthony Parker Herb Strather 
Robert Poole Herb Strather 
Stephen Smiley Herb Strather 

Monique Tyler-Russell   Herb Strather 
Lisa Williams Herb Strather 

TRAVERSE CITY 

Jay Feldman  
Andy Rink  
Debra Whaley Bud Welch 

VETTS-DETROIT 

Randal Ector Debby Ector 
Royce Ector Debby Ector 

WEST BLOOMFIELD 

Sam Khaleghi   Geebee Thimotheose 

Cherie Van Vliet   Jeffrey Leib 

WSU WARRIORS-DETROIT 

Lyndsay Archer Fatima Plater 
Princess Hawthorne   Tamika Davis 
Britaney Jones Renee Hudson 
Rianni Lee Renee Hudson 
Malcolm Lowe Gerald Hudson 
Ashley Strand Eliisa Strand 
Tiffany Szymanski   Fatima Plater 
Logan Tillman Charles Green 
Mitchell Tillman   Charles Green 
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Michigan’s Got Talent 
*Calling for Nominations* 

cherrylthames1@att.net or (248) 506-5118, 
Michigan District Immediate Past Governor 

The Michigan District has tremen-
dous talent, and a wealth of good 
and great leaders. It is because of 
this commitment to Optimism that 

we remain the largest district in all of Optimist Inter-
national. As we look forward to the 100th Anniver-
sary of Optimist International, and the celebration 
of all that Optimists do, now is the time to envision 
our district’s future, and who will help to lead the 
way. 

     As the Immediate Past Governor of the Michigan 
District, I have two special committees to chair. The 
first is the Candidate Qualifications Committee, 

and the second is the Hall of Fame Committee. 

     The Candidate Qualifications Committee will 
be responsible for interviewing all potential candi-
dates for the position of Governor Elect for 2016-17. 
The successful candidate will move on to become 
our District Governor for 2017-18. The only manda-
tory qualification for the Governor Elect position is 
to have served as a Lt. Governor. The impact of this 
position on the performance and achievements of 
our District mandates that we carefully choose 
those who are the best qualified to lead the Michi-
gan District. Therefore, the need for, and im-

portance of this committee is to ensure that anyone 
aspiring to the position as Governor is well qualified 
for the position. Please send me a letter of your in-
terest and candidacy , along with your Optimist re-
sume of accomplishments by April 1, 2016. 

     The Hall of Fame Committee is charged with 
selecting inductees to the Michigan District Hall of 
Fame. The requirements of this honor are detailed 
in the District Directory. The application is available 
on the Michigan District website 
(www.michiganoptimists.org), and in the Michigan 
Optimists Directory. Any Michigan District Optimist 
in good standing, and who meets specific criteria, 
can be nominated. Self nominations are not only 
acceptable, they are also encouraged. Simply 
complete the nomination form, have your club Pres-
ident endorse, and send it to me.  Inductees will be 
announced at our Michigan District quarterly con-
vention in August. As noted in the Directory, all 
nominations must be postmarked no later than 
April 1, 2016.   

     As always, please contact me if you have any 
questions. 

Yours in Optimism, 
Cherryl R. Thames, Immediate Past Governor    

As we enter 2016, club chairperson’s should be in their final 

steps of planning for the Optimist Oratorical Contest. We 

suggest that individual club oratorical competitions be held in 

February and March, and local winners complete regionally in 

April. The Michigan District Oratorical competition will take 

place May 7th in Dearborn, at the 3rd Quarter Michigan District 

Conference. 

Some ideas to consider when planning this event are to talk 

with school officials when planning a location. When date and 

location are secured, promote the competition with teachers and 

administrators. Points of interest may be the State of Michigan’s 

oral communication objectives in Language Arts, and the new 

scholarship dollars available to students this year.  

Several strategies to recruit students in this unique Oratorical 

Contest are posters in schools and libraries, provide info for 

newsletters or e-blasts, an article in school newspapers, talk to 

school counselors about the possibility of scholarship funds, 

display Optimist Oratorical Contest details on your club’s 

website or Facebook page, contact the local Toastmaster club in 

your area, approach drama and speech teachers, Forensic coach-

es and producer’s of that school’s student TV or talk show.  

If your club is awarding medallions, make sure to order them 

from Shumsky.com  as soon as possible. It’s never too early to 

recruit contest judges, time keepers, and room monitors. Former 

Oratorical winners, retired teachers, school board members and 

college students make great judges. These are all possible new 

members to your club, so use this opportunity to help them to 

understand the vale of the Optimist Club in your community, 

and how Optimists bring out the best in kids! Please contact me 

if yours would like to be a host club for the 2016 Oratorical 

contest.  

“HOW MY BEST BRINGS OUT the BEST in OTHERS”   

Joette Kunse - Michigan District Oratorical Contest Chair  

jkhorses@comcast.net or (248) 620-2984  
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• Personnel Growth and Involvement Advancement Module-  TBD 

• President & Lt. Governor combined session to start 2016 strong and focused on being the best. Assistant Governors: 

Juanita Bell, Tom Longhway, Terry Eisen and Jerry Stroik, presenters. 

• “We have the kNOW how recipe for your club!” learn the recipe from the ‘New Optimist Welcome’ (NOW) Michigan Dis-

trict Chairpersons Sue Kardasz and Elaine Lyon. 

• “Growth SURGE; Right Here, Right Now!” says Michigan District Membership Chairperson Doris Modrak. 

•  New Club Building (NCB); “Let us enthusiastically guide you through the process of New Club Building.  We have the 
tools you need to promote the new club in the marketplace and recruit new members.     Join in on the fun and fellowship 

with Pat Rabaut Miller and Charlie King 

• Personnel Growth and Involvement (PGI): “Enjoyed the audience that made it fun & interesting, very useful especially to 
a new member.” See how you control your Personnel Growth and Involvement with Michigan District Chairperson Michelle 

Kauffold 

• Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC) - Find out how your club can support the campaign from Michigan District CCC 

Chairpersons Jim Walker and Jerry Kelley. 

• Respect for Law & Promotion of Non Violence – What can your club do? Take home some ideas to discuss with your club 

and community leaders- tentative 

• Secretary/Treasurer- Updates and  Q&A session with Michigan District  Secretary/Treasurer Maggie Rollinger 

• Catch A Rising Star- Learn how you can support Governor- Elect Monetta Foster and grow as a leader in 2016-2017. 

• Annual Awards Presentation for 2014-2015 – Presentation of  Awards from Immediate-Past Governor Cherryl Tames 

Stand Tall For Leadership Development  

Linda Owczarzak - Leadership Development Chairperson   

linda.j.owczarzak@gmail.com  or (734) 395-8313  

From Your Club Fitness Advisor, Dr. Bob! 
Bob Schiller *schillerholdings@me.com* (248) 722-4407 

The holiday season is an amazing time of year for us all, not only as Optimists, but as people. It causes us to refocus on what is 

important in our communities, our families, and our clubs. Many Optimist Club’s hold special events for those less fortunate in 

their communities. During this time, many of us run frantically around looking for gifts for family members and close friends. So 

what would happen if we refocused on our clubs with the same heartfelt attitude that we give so willingly to others?  

We are an Optimist family, the gathering spot for smiles, laughter, and solutions. Often we are so focused on helping others, 

that we forget to help ourselves. Members that suddenly stop coming, the new member that was so enthusiastic, the same commit-

tee chairs year after year, the same programs, and same agenda……. 

As your Club Fitness Advisors Committee (CFAC), we are constantly looking at health trends in our mighty Michigan District. 

What are clubs doing to attract a diverse and younger audience?  We need to promote NOW (New Optimists Welcome) projects 

and events to continue to “Stand tall for Youth.” The trend our committee sees is this - fundraisers are becoming fewer, and it 

can be quite a challenge to maintain and build club membership. By the time we realize there may be a problem  the average age 

of our club members is 60+. How do we now attract a younger audience if our club demographic is 60+? And thus begins the 

club “aging out” process. Reaching out to our communities for new members of all ages must be an ongoing effort. Every mem-

ber you add has a new idea, new enthusiasm, new potential projects, and new Club Leaders. 

On behalf of the Club Fitness Advisors Committee (CFAC), we would like to wish you the happiest of holidays with the fol-

lowing prescription for a healthy New Year………. 

Love your families, and Embrace the challenges of your communities. 

Reflect and Cherish the history and accomplishments of the past. Create your future, and  Stand Tall…….. 
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Since 1978, Optimist-sponsored golf tournaments have served 
as a springboard for many of golf’s greatest players. Phil 
Mickelson, Ernie Els, Davis Love III, Tiger Woods, Michelle 
McGann and Nancy Lopez are just a few of today’s elite 

players who found their humble beginnings with the Optimists. 

No other junior golf tournament quite compares to that of the 
Optimist International Junior Golf Championships, which 
focuses on fair competition and cultural understanding among 
youth. This unique tournament offers as broad a field and 

expanded age groups as any other in its class.  

Our 2nd Quarter District meeting is coming up. This will be a time for us to 
celebrate club and individual accomplishments from last year. In addition, 
there will be a chance for you to learn about the various District activities, 
committees, and leadership opportunities for next year. I will be conducting 
our annual “Catch a Rising Star” session, which is designed to familiarize  

our members with the various District leadership positions — what each is responsible to 
do, and how each contributes to the success of the Michigan District. For example, the 
Lieutenant Governor position has some of the most enjoyable responsibilities that one can 
imagine. Committee Chairpersons are needed to make our district run smoothly, and ensure 

success. It is very rewarding work, and fun as well. We have dozens of opportunities ranging from Achievements and Awards, to 
Youth Clubs, and everything in between. However, one position that has been filled is that of Secretary/Treasurer. Thank you, 
Don Munter, for accepting this station. We’re working on filling other posts as soon as possible. If you have a slot in mind that 
you are eager to fill, please let me know, and attend the “Catch A Rising Star” breakout session at our 2nd Quarter Conference, 

in February. 

Our membership has a tremendous group of talented, dedicated individuals. Some of you may be eager for a rewarding 
experience by accepting a leadership role for the upcoming year. Some are perhaps a little reluctant to take that leap of faith. At 
any rate, I want to encourage you to make a commitment to join the leadership team of 2016-2017.! Join me in “FOSTERING 

GROWTH” while sowing seeds of  Visibility, Viability, and Vitality11!!! 

*CATCH A RISING STAR* 
Visibility, Viability and Vitality  

Monetta I. Foster, Ed.D. - mamapore888@comcast.net or (248) 505-1584  

Michigan District 2015-2016 Governor-Elect  

Optimist Junior Golf Season Starts NOW!! 
Tom Longhway  -  CoChairperson  -  tomtlongh@aol.com  or (248) 568-5608 

Fred Lyon  -  CoChairperson  -  fred.lyon@davalor.com  or (586) 246-7407  

So, are you getting ready to enjoy the snow? Have you 
put away your shorts for the winter? How about getting 
ready for 2016 Junior Golf?  

What: Michigan District Junior Golf Tournament 

Where: Metamora Golf and Country Club 
(www.metamoragolf.com) 

When: June 20-21, 2016 (the Monday-Tuesday after 
father’s Day) 

Who: Boys and Girls ages 10-18 

Remember, your club MUST register in order to hold an 
official Pre-Qualifying Tournament. Clubs need to plan 
NOW to set a weekend date for May 1-June 10. 

Many Optimist clubs have already registered online.. 
Check our website to make sure your club is listed 
properly (www.michiganoptimists.org). Junior Golf is 
listed under “Programs” at the top of the Home Page. Or, 
you can forward information to either Fred or myself at 
our respective emails.  

Please plan to pick up necessary information at the 2nd 
Quarter Michigan District Conference in Bay City on 
February 6, 2016. AND remember, there should be free 
golf on Sunday, February 7, following the Conference!! 

Let Fred and I help to make your Junior Golf program a 
success in 2016!  

Optimist Junior Golf Program 
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Michigan District 
 Optimist Calendar 

First Quarter (Oct - Dec) 

Michigan District Meeting 
November 6-8 - Detroit Troy Marriott 

200 W Big Beaver Rd, Troy, MI 48084 

JOOI Winter Conference 
January 23, 2016 - Clawson High School, Clawson 

Second Quarter (Jan - Mar) 

Michigan District Meeting 
February 5-7, 2016 - Bay Valley Resort & Conference Center 

2470 Old Bridge Rd, Bay City, MI 48706 

Third Quarter (Apr - June) 

Michigan District Meeting 
May 6-7, 2016 - DoubleTree by Hilton 

5801 Southfield Expressway, Detroit, Michigan 48228 

98th Optimist International Convention 
June 30-July 2, 2016 - Quebec City Conventions Centre, Quebec, Canada  

Fourth Quarter (July - Sept) 

Michigan District Convention 
TBD 

2nd Quarter Meeting Spouse / Youth Activity  
Barb Sucher - Chairperson - barbsucher@sbcglobal.net  

Meet Barb Sucher on Saturday, February 6th, in the lobby of 

bay Valley Resort  at 9:15 a.m.. We will carpool to Alden B. 

Dow Home & Studio (www.abdow.org), which is located in 

Midland about 25 minutes from the resort, to join a guided tour  

(1 1/2 hours) of the estate’s fabulous interior. It is a national 

Historic Landmark displaying architect Dow’s masterful weave 

of structure and nature together for the ultimate living environ-

ment. After the tour, we will gather at a nearby restaurant to 

enjoy a wonderful lunch together.  

Tickets are $15/adult, $12/seniors (60 and better), and $7/

students (8 and older). Tickets will be purchased at the tour. 

Lunch is self purchased. 

Bonus excursion: For those coming in early, meet Barb on 

Friday, February 5th, in the lobby at 1:30 p.m. We will car-

pool to the Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture Museum (http://

marshallfredericks.org), located on the campus of Saginaw 

valley State University, less than 10 minutes from the resort. 

We will tour at our leisure (anout 1 hour). One of the most 

prolific sculptors of the 20th century, Fredericks is known in 

America and abroad for his monumental figurative sculpture 

and public memorials. Admission is free. Unfortunately this 

venue is not open on Saturday mornings. 

I’m looking forward to having you join me in exploring some 

of the Bay Valley region’s  heritage!     
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What’s In It For YOU??? 
Debbie Berry - Meetings and Conventions Chairperson  

debinparis@sbcglobal.net  (248) 467-0592  

Truly, you will not know unless you come. A wealth of information and sharing is yours to have! This is what we do at our Michi-

gan District quarterly conferences - meet, greet, share, steal, and learn. (I especially enjoy the stealing part!). The Michigan Dis-

trict Leadership Team is always thinking, always planning for the next conference - designed with YOU in mind, to sharpen your 

skills, and enhance your experience as an Optimist! But, you won’t know what we are shaping you for, if you don’t come. 

2nd Quarter is just around the corner –February 5-7.You can pick up the phone right now and make your room reservation. The 

conference is at Bay Valley Resort, in Bay City. When you make your reservation, at phone #989-686-3500, be sure to mention 

you are with the Michigan District Optimists. Deadline to reserve your room (special price of $69), is January 29th. Be sure to 

send your conference registration form (OptiViews back page) in promptly to meet that early discount deadline. 

For you, we have a full weekend of training, including a visit with OI/Northeast & Great Lakes Region VP Anne Donkers, and 

special awards from Immediate Past Governor, Cherryl Thames. First Timers get first class hoo ha’s! See you in Bay City! 

NOW (New Optimists Welcome) events are a key ingredient to grow and strengthen your Optimist Club. New 
member recruitment is vital to have a healthy and robust club. All of our clubs lose members over time for various 
reasons. Scheduling conflicts, moving from area, death, loss of interest, are among them. To stay vital in your 

community, each club should hold at least two NOW projects or events every Optimist year to maintain good health. 

Please join us and learn the “NOW kNOW How Recipe” for membership success at a breakout session during the 
2nd Quarter District Meeting, in Bay City. Our “recipe” includes a list of successful NOW planning tips, NOW 
meeting day tips, tips for after your event, sample forms, and a simple step by step NOW recipe booklet to take back 
to your clubs, and get your event rolling. We have folded in time for your questions and discussion  during the 
breakout. This recipe is guaranteed to be low calorie, and highly successful when directions are followed.  If you 

cannot attend the 2nd Quarter meeting, we are the NOW hotline! Let’s get cookin,’ and grow our Optimist clubs. 

What’s Cookin’ with the NOW Committee 
 

Elaine Lyon - District NOW Co-Chairperson elainelyon1@yahoo.com 

Sue Kardasz - District NOW Co-Chairperson skardas@sbcglobal.net 

Michigan District Policy Changes  
Marc Katz ● marcgoblue1@gmail.com ● (248) 219-5949  

The Michigan District Governance Committee has the re-
sponsibility to review the District Policies each year, and to 
make any recommended changes to the District Board of Di-
rectors at the annual District Convention. Clubs in the Michi-
gan District also have the ability to bring to the Committee any 
recommended changes in District Policy for the committee to 
review, and if appropriate, bring to the Board of Directors for 

consideration. 

Any recommended changes are brought to the District Execu-
tive Committee and the Board of Directors at the 3rd Quarter 

District  meeting as an informational item, published on the 

Michigan District website prior to the District Convention. 

If any recommended changes are brought forward, committee 
members will vote on these issues at the 4th Quarter Michigan 

District Convention. 

If any clubs would like to submit recommendations for policy 
changes, please submit to the Governance Committee no later 
than April 1, 2016. Please send any recommendations to 

marcgoblue1@gmail.com. 
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OptiViews is published quarterly for $5.00 per member, per year, by the Michigan District of Optimist International, 19812 Rosedale, St Clair 

Shores, MI  48080 

 Michigan District Optimist International 

19812 Rosedale  

St Clair Shores, MI  48080 

The Optimist Creed  -     Promise Yourself …  

• To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

• To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

• To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 

• To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

• To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 

• To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

• To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

• To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

• To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

• To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 

presence of trouble.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: Michigan District www.michiganoptimists.org 
 or the Optimist International Website at www.optimist.org 

“By providing hope and positive vision, Optimists bring out the best in kids.” 

OptiViews welcomes your local club photos and narrative for ‘Optimists in Action’. Please email to Editor/Publisher  
Maureen Moore at moorema@karmanos.org  - Deadline for next issue is March 1st, 2016.  


