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G20        2011 GENEVA CONVENTION

GET E-mAIL uPdATES

Get all the latest news straight from Kiwanis International.  
To sign up, go to www.KiwanisOne.org/convention/email. 

IN
fO

Kiwanis International is providing reminders, 
updates and other information that you’ll find 
useful as the 2011 convention approaches. 
See below for news to know and places to go.

BE SuRE YOu’RE HEARd

Kiwanis clubs in good standing are allowed two 
representatives in the House of Delegates. Lend your 
voice to the issues shaping the future of Kiwanis.

Submit your delegate certification form. A 
delegate certification form will be included with 
your mailed or e-mailed receipt packet. Your club’s 
secretary must sign and submit the form, which 
must arrive at Kiwanis International by April 30, 
2011. Meeting the deadline will ensure that your 
delegate certification materials will be included in 
your registration packet at the convention site. 

Stay up on convention business. Club delegates 
should check in regularly at www.KiwanisOne.org/
convention/business.

Kno
w be

for
e y

ou
 go

fINd INfORmATION

Online: www.KiwanisOne.org/convention

E-mail: Kiwanis International at 
memberservices@kiwanis.org

Telephone: 1-800-549-2647, ext. 411 (toll-free in 
the U.S. and Canada), or 1-317-875-8755, ext. 411.

For information about hotels and reservations, go to  
www.KiwanisOne.org/convention/hotels. Or e-mail  
kiwanis2011geneva@ch.kuoni.com. 

Téa Leoni: Out loud
When Téa Leoni arrived backstage 

at the Kiwanis International con-
vention in Las Vegas, she bounced 
into the room, a genuine smile 
on her face. The actress’s blonde 
hair was tousled a bit, and she 
wore a crisp white shirt and dark 
slacks with an aqua sweater over 
her shoulders. Stopping for a few 
handshakes and a quick photo, she 
looked like a movie star, which she 
is. And ready for the task at hand.

Actress and UNICEF ambassador Téa Leoni wants the 
world to hear about maternal/neonatal tetanus.
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by Kasey Jackson

http://community.kiwanisone.org/media/p/19324/download.aspx
http://www.kiwanisone.org/convention/business
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Actress Téa Leoni traveled to 
Vietnam to observe UNICEF-
assisted projects, including a 
hospital that’s helping moth-

ers who are infected with HIV 
from transmitting the virus to 

their babies.

“This has the potential
to change the face 
of women’s and children’s
health in the world,
far beyond the tetanus issue.”

As Leoni stepped onstage, more than 
5,000 Kiwanis members and guests  
smothered her introduction with ap-
plause and cheers. She beamed with 
joy. She was invited to announce the 
next global campaign for children—
a partnership bringing Kiwanis and 
UNICEF together again, this time with 
The Eliminate Project: Kiwanis elimi-
nating maternal/neonatal tetanus. 

“Wow, wow,” Leoni said as the audi-
torium settled. “I am deeply honored 
to be here today to share this historic 
moment with so many distinguished 
Kiwanians from all over the world. 

“I’d like to start by briefly telling you 
why I’m here. Like me, my grandmoth-
er, Helenka Pantaleoni, was an actress. 
But at the age of 28, when many per-
formers are entering the prime of their 
careers, she left the business because 
she had other plans. And those plans 
eventually led her to found the U.S. 
Fund for UNICEF.

“Like the people in this room, she 
believed that every child on this earth 
deserves to be safe, deserves to be 
healthy and deserves the chance to be 
a child.”

Leoni was the perfect person to an-
nounce the partnership between Ki-
wanis and the U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
in association with UNICEF—not only 

because of her grandmother’s ties to the 
organization, but her own as well. Leoni 
is a U.S. Fund for UNICEF board mem-
ber and a UNICEF ambassador. Her fa-
ther, Anthony Pantaleoni, also serves on 
the U.S. Fund board as its chairman. 

With UNICEF service in her blood, 
she has a passion to change the world. 
When Kiwanis magazine caught up 
with Leoni while she and her family 
vacationed in her late grandmother’s 
old beach home in Cape Cod, Massa-
chusetts, her excitement hadn’t waned. 
Even over the phone, her enthusiasm 
for The Eliminate Project, UNICEF 
and Kiwanis is clear. She wants every 
Kiwanian—and everyone and anyone 
who will listen—to hear how we’re 
about to change the world. Again.

Kiwanis: You were brought up 
in a service-oriented family. Tell 
us a little about your grandmoth-
er, Helenka Pantaleoni, and her 
influence on you.

Leoni: Well, it’s interesting. I’m 
inspired by her life. She was an 
actress. I’ve followed in those foot-
steps. She left that world because 
she felt the call elsewhere. Her first 
work was through the Red Cross. 
And with the establishment of 
UNICEF, she was a consultant. She 
joined UNICEF officially that first 
year. UNICEF was originally set 
up to deal with kids in Europe af-
ter World War II. In the early ’50s, it 
was felt that school kids were back 
in the best normalcy that could be 
expected, and enthusiasm for UNI-
CEF began to wane. This is really 
where my grandmother (whom ev-
eryone called “Mum Mum”) did 
something extraordinary. She made 
the argument that there were chil-

dren all over the world in constant 
need of protection and support. She 
fought to keep UNICEF alive. And 
in order to do that, she established 
what was then called the US Com-
mittee for UNICEF. She was will-
ing to say the project wasn’t just a 
little bit bigger or should go on a 
little bit longer, but that this project 
had an awesome entirety—it had 
the world and the world’s children. 
That stays with me.

Who else in the family is in-
volved in service?

I would credit my mother with 
some of the most extraordinary ser-
vice in the family, because it’s not in 
the front lines.

I’m in a world where people like to 
do things loudly. And they want to 
be credited for it. My mother works 
very differently. The other day, she 
found a company that takes pajamas 
to kids. She quietly asked friends if 

they had pajamas or wanted to buy 
a pair of pajamas, and then she de-
livered them to this group that be-
lieves brand-new pajamas actually 
make a difference in a kid’s life. And 
she didn’t tell anybody about it. She 
didn’t make a big fuss about it. She 
just got it done.

Have you traveled with your fa-
ther for UNICEF?

My first UNICEF field visit with 
my dad was to Honduras. That was 
pretty powerful for both of us. We 
were both thinking of my grand-
mother. The amazing thing about 
that trip was that we were down 
there to evaluate and learn from 
some of the programs UNICEF had 
started for teens for HIV and AIDS 
prevention. At one point they told us 
they wanted to take us to their salt-
iodization plant. They were about 
to fire it up. This is something that 
UNICEF and partners such as Ki-

In Honduras in 2004 Leoni participated in activities that educate teens about HIV prevention and empower young girls to 
stand together against sexual abuse and violence.

Photo by Meital Rusdia.
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http://www.theeliminateproject.org
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About Téa Leoni
Family: Grandmother Helenka Pantaleoni founded U.S. Fund 
for UNICEF. Father Anthony Pantaleoni, an attorney, serves 
as chairman of the U.S. Fund for UNICEF Board of Directors. 
Leoni is married to actor David Duchovny and has two children.

Career: Actress. UNICEF ambassador (2001–present) and U.S. 
Fund for UNICEF Board Member (2006–present).

UNICEF honor: In 2007, Leoni and her father received the 
Audrey Hepburn Humanitarian Award in recognition of their 
family’s dedication to service on behalf of the world’s most 
vulnerable children.

Film highlights: “A League of Their Own” (1992), “Deep Impact” 
(1998), “The Family Man” (2000), “Spanglish” (2004), “Fun With 
Dick and Jane” (2005), “You Kill Me” (2007).

wanis had helped build. Here we 
were on this endeavor, and we just 
happened to be there the day they 
threw the switch and started the 
plant. They said that by Christmas 
of the next year, there would be no 
iodine deficiency in that part of the 
world. And that really hit me. In 
all the discussions I’d had with my 
grandmother, she had never talked 
about seeing the end of something. 
The end of a plague, the end of an 
issue, the end of a need. And I was 
so moved by that. I kept thinking, 
she was a huge part of this—of 
what we’re doing in that small com-
munity in Honduras. We’re going to 
see the end of this.

So I was in Las Vegas (for the 
Kiwanis International convention) 
and I hadn’t put it together until 
that day. Here we were announc-
ing a commitment to end mater-
nal/neonatal tetanus, and all of a 
sudden I thought, “We’re doing it 
again. And we’re doing it with Ki-
wanis again.” That was impressive. 
That moved me to tears.

How does it make you feel, 
thinking back to your grandmoth-
er, that you were there in the be-
ginning of the fight against tetanus 
and you’ll be there in the end?

Honestly, it just makes me want 
to cry. I don’t think there are words 
for it. It certainly makes me under-
stand the depth of commitment.

Why is the partnership between 
UNICEF and Kiwanis so impor-
tant for this project?

I think these are the two organiza-
tions that are best poised to handle 
this. I think these two organizations 
share a commitment to children’s 
well-being that I’d dare to say is un-
paralleled. These two organizations 
have proven how effective and ef-
ficient they are. And we’ve done it 
before. We know this works.

Why will this project change the 
world?

The thing that’s so important is 
that it’s not just about tetanus. In 
order to do this, we’re building 
inroads into improved health fa-
cilities that will impact women’s, 
mothers’ and children’s lives in 
so many ways. Because when they 
go for their tetanus booster or vac-
cine, it’s an opportunity for them 
to get other material about other 
issues that are pertinent to them 
in their community. Information 
about breastfeeding, nutrition or 
education. Being able to weigh 
these kids. Being able to check a 
mother’s health during pregnancy. 
This is huge. This has the potential 
to change the face of women’s and 
children’s health in the world, far 
beyond the tetanus issue.

So you’re telling someone on 
the street about tetanus. What do 
you say?

First of all, here in the United 
States, we don’t think of tetanus as 
a deadly disease. We’ll just go get a 
booster if we step on a rusty nail. But 
it’s more than that. 

It’s being educated on what tetanus 

really looks like. How 
incredibly cheap the 
vaccine is and also 
how treating this 
disease will improve 
the general health of 
mothers and children. 
That’s a very impor-
tant connection.

For some people, 
it might be a longer 
conversation to tell 
them about tetanus 
and how important 
this campaign is. It’s 
not that it’s a hard 
sell to somebody on the street. But it 
might take more than five minutes.

The most important thing is bridg-
ing that connection between tetanus 
and access to care.

I’d also make the comparison to the 
earthquake in Haiti. When a disaster 
happens, you have a huge response. 
It’s very loud and gets a lot of me-
dia attention. It’s the easiest time to 
raise funds and awareness. And then 
years later—or even months later—it 
gets much more difficult. Years down 
the road there will still be a need and 
fundraising will be difficult.

When you look at maternal/neo-

natal tetanus, it’s even more difficult 
because nobody in the US or in al-
most any developed country recog-
nizes this as a crisis. It’s not loud. It’s 
not in the media. And we’ve been 
working on it for over a decade.

How can Kiwanis help with this 
effort now?

For more than a decade, UNICEF 
has been working with governments 
to battle MNT, but all endeavors be-
come very vulnerable to regressing. 
What Kiwanis is doing by making this 
large, truly awesome commitment is 
ensuring that we get to the end. That 

there will not be this re-
gression. This is the most 
important stage in any hu-
manitarian process. It’s that 
last piece: the end. km

Above: Leoni helped the 
U.S. Fund launch a fund-
raising campaign to raise 
$1 million to bring qual-
ity healthcare and educa-
tion services to children 
throughout Vietnam.  
Left: Leoni shares laughs 
with a group of children in 
Honduras.
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Photo by Chau Doan 

Actress Téa Leoni poses on the blue carpet at the UNICEF Snowflake Ball 
with her husband, actor David Duchovny, and Caryl M. Stern, president 
and chief executive officer of the U.S. Fund for UNICEF.
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