
Breakfast 

with Santa 

is coming 
 

   In what could probably be 
considered our annual sig-
nature project, the Breakfast 
with Santa event is set for 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at the 
Fountain Hills Community 
Center. 

   Donna Yordy and her elves 
have been busy the past 
several months planning the 
event and getting everything 
ready for the big day. 

   Many volunteers are need-
ed for this special event, in 
which more than 200 people 
will pack the center to have 
breakfast with the Jolly Old 
Elf and enjoy many fun ac-
tivities. Grandparents have 
as much fun as small chil-
dren at this event… 

   If you want to help at this 
function and have not yet 
been contacted by Donna, 
please get a hold of her as 
soon as possible. From dec-
orating tables to serving 
food and beverages, this is 
truly a team Noon Kiwanis 
effort that shows the com-
munity Kiwanians can have 
fun and serve the communi-
ty at the same time. Many 
families have been coming 
for years and years because 
they enjoy the breakfast so 
much… 

   In addition, Donna is look-
ing for some new or gently 
used holiday inflatables that 
can be donated to the club 
for use during Breakfast 
with Santa. These blow-ups 
always make for a festive 
atmosphere! 

Help for Haiti 
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Club promotes efforts to feed children 
   Club President Ken Brown’s signature project for 

his new Kiwanis year is helping feed some special 

children in Haiti. 

   The club is partnering with Jack Reynolds of Foun-

tain Hills, who founded the non-profit organization 

known as Free the Kids. The group is designed to 

financially support the school and orphanage in Haiti 

known as Pwoje Espwa (Project Hope). 

   Reynolds’ brother-in-law, Catholic priest Fr. Marc 

Boisvert, operates Pwoje Espwa, which was exten-

sively damaged this fall by Hurricane Matthew. 

   The Noon Kiwanis Club has budgeted $2500 this 

year for the Haiti orphanage, and fundraising ideas 

are currently being explored to meet that goal while 

funding all the many other programs and budget line 

items normally funded by our club. Overall, Brown is 

hopeful the campaign can raise $30,000 in donations 

and grants to feed 350 hungry children in Haiti for 

one year. 

   Brown has already garnered much publicity about 

the project in the local newspaper as well as on Val-

ley television stations (see the president’s message 

on Page 2). 

   “Free the Kids operates a school with 350 kids in a 

remote part of the island,” Brown said. “Those 350 

kids have been evaluated by a doctor and have been 

found to be severely malnourished, if not starving. 

But Free the Kids does not have the money to feed 

these children. I can’t live with that...knowing that 

I/we could do something about it. 

   “Eliminating world hunger is way over my pay 

grade. I don’t know how to tackle that problem. But 

feeding 350 hungry children in Haiti seems doable, 

and I have stepped forward to lead the charge to do 

what I can to raise the money to feed these children. I 

can’t live with myself, if I don’t try to do it. 

   “Can it be done? I certainly hope so! It will take 

more than $30,000 to feed these 350 kids for one 

year. The infrastructure is already in place to get the 

food to the country, through the ports and to this 

school. But the money just isn’t there...yet!  

Jack Reynolds discusses Free the 

Kids at a recent club meeting. 

   “And all the money donated for this 

need will go into a restricted fund at 

Free the Kids and can’t be used for 

any other purpose except to buy 

food and transport it to where these 

children are.” 

   Brown is so dedicated to this cause 

that he and fellow board member 

Roger Bates plan to fly to Haiti in Jan-

uary to visit the orphanage, meet the 

children and help where they can. 

   Bates is already seeking business 

sponsorships for the cause and a jar 

at our Halloween food booth netted 

donations. Look for more news as 

this project unfolds…. 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

  “May you live in interesting times!” An eerie sentiment that Chinese well-wishers dispense to friends and 

acquaintances. I don’t think anyone can dispute that we live in interesting times. I know that my life keeps get-

ting more and more interesting with every passing day. 

   A few weeks ago, reporter Barb Charzuk with The Fountain Hills Times came to me and said, “I heard that 

you are planning to go to Haiti. Can you tell me why?” That was before the hurricane roared through the part 

of Haiti we were planning to visit. So there was a story in the paper about the trip we planned to take on behalf 

of our Noon Kiwanis club. Then on the same page of that paper was an article about the devastation that Mat-

thew wrought in the two towns we were anticipating going to visit. Plus an additional article about my chal-

lenge to our club for this next year. 

   We had to postpone our trip to Haiti until January because of the cholera epidemic that broke out after raw 

sewage flowed into the regions water supply. Plus, thieves were stopping any large vehicles traveling to the 

devastated region, taking whatever they deemed of value.  

   Yet I received a call two weeks ago from Arizona PBS. A reporter took note of the articles in The Times and 

wanted to do a story on our Haiti trip. I told him the trip was postponed until January, but he insisted that he 

still wanted to do an on-camera interview. So on Friday I was interviewed by PBS for a feature that will proba-

bly run sometime this week about why two members of our Kiwanis club plan to go to Haiti.  

   All of that media attention was unsolicited. I didn’t ask The Times to do the stories they did. They came to 

me and asked if they could do an article, which became three articles. I didn’t contact PBS. They called me. I 

think it is a “God-thing” quite honestly.  

   Let me add one more piece of good news for our club. During October we added two new members to our 

club: Kevin Evans and Bill Good. Plus, we had three guests at our last luncheon in October who plan to be-

come members. One was a lady I invited to come. She told me later, “I want to become a member of your Ki-

wanis club. I’m excited about what you’re doing with your K-kids and Builders and I want to be a part of that 

venture.” Thank you, Marcia Hoenle, for your contagious enthusiasm for our outreach to the kids of Fountain 

Hills! 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT KEN BROWN 

I’m excited! 
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Plenty of fun on ‘Day for Kids’ 
The Noon and Sunset Kiwanis clubs, along with the 

high school Key Club, collaborated on ‘Day for Kids’ 

with the local McKee Branch of the Boys and Girls 

Clubs of Greater Scottsdale. Hundreds of children par-

ticipated throughout the four-hour event, enjoying fun 

games, treats, food, refreshments and prizes. The an-

nual event is designed to get kids out of the house and 

away from TVs and computers. Featured are various 

snapshots of the event as taken by Jon ‘Flash’ Geller. 



  Nov. 9    K-Kids and Builders clubs meetings 

  Nov. 10    NO MEETING; set up for Fountain Festival 

  Nov. 11-13   Fountain Festival food booth fundraiser 

  Nov. 15     Aktion Club meeting/project 

  Nov. 15    Adopt-A-Street litter patrol 

  Nov. 16    K-Kids and Builders clubs meetings 

  Nov. 17    Luncheon meeting; FH Leadership Academy 

  Nov. 18-19   Christmas tree decorating at Community Center 

  Nov. 24    Happy Thanksgiving! 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Welcome aboard! 
Noon Kiwanis Club President Ken Brown, left, welcomes Bill Good 

to the club as its newest member. Bill is the lead pastor at the 

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church, while Ken is its associate pas-

tor. We look forward to working with Bill and seeing him at many 

of our upcoming service projects and fundraisers. 

The ‘new’ Kiwanis Children’s Fund 

   Kiwanis International Foundation is changing its name to the Ki-

wanis Children’s Fund. The new name better conveys the organi-

zation’s purpose — We serve children. And it describes how the 

organization does that — it raises funds to support Kiwanis initia-

tives. 

   Our club has been contributing to the Kiwanis Foundation for 

many years, and no doubt that will continue as the group changes 

its name to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund. Kids need Kiwanis. 

Honoring students 

   One of our traditions for many years has been honoring 

local students from the middle school and high school. 

FHMS winners are called Falcon Leaders, and the FHHS 

winners are aptly named Pacesetters. We thank the princi-

pals and Dr. Patrick Sweeney for cooperating with us on 

this program. We have many outstanding local students, 

and it is our privilege to recognize them. 


