
Club 

retreat 

scheduled 
 

   The Noon Kiwanis Club 
will conduct a retreat on Sat-
urday, October 7, at the 
Fountain Hills Presbyterian 
Church. 

   Club incoming vice presi-
dent Keith Junk, who has 
experience in the corporate 
world with strategic plan-
ning and retreats, will facili-
tate the morning event. 

   All current and incoming 
board members will attend, 
and any club member is 
invited to attend as well. 
The event will start at 8:30 
a.m. that morning, and it 
will likely last several 
hours. Snacks and refresh-
ments will be provided. 

   The board decided at its 
last meeting to conduct a fall 
retreat to further dive into 
the recent club membership 
survey results and perhaps 
shape the club’s direction 
for years to come in terms of 
service projects, purpose, 
goals, etc. 

   “With our fundraising 
changing into the future and 
perhaps more emphasis on 
service, a retreat could go a 
long way toward setting the 
direction of this club for 
years to come,” said club 
President Ken Brown. 

   “This club has been in 
town for more than 40 years, 
but it is probably time to re-
evaluate our direction and 
purpose — how we serve the 
community. 

   “Come and join us.” 
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Just Terrific 
Kids are awarded new bicycles 
    It’s been a terrific school 

year for the Fountain Hills 

Noon Kiwanis Club. 

   Each week during the 

2016-17 school year selected 

students at McDowell Moun-

tain and Four Peaks elemen-

tary schools as well as the 

Charter School have been 

recognized as “Terrific Kids” 

for their attitude and charac-

ter traits. 

   The Kiwanis-sponsored 

program rewards students 

not necessarily for academ-

ic-related accomplishments 

but for being “terrific” with 

respect to attitude, coopera-

tion, respect, honesty and 

other character traits. 

   The program culminates 

each year when key students 

are chosen who have em-

bodied the program’s goals 

throughout the school year. 

Proud students show off their new Noon Kiwanis bikes to members and families. 

   The students are brought 

to a Noon Kiwanis luncheon 

by their school principals 

or teachers – one student 

even had a police escort 

one year – and then sur-

prised with brand new bi-

cycles as a reward for their 

behavior and attitude dur-

ing the school year. 

   Parents are invited as 

well, further adding to the 

joy of the occasion each 

year. 

   Students surprised with 

bikes and helmets this year 

– sold to Kiwanis at discount 

by Fountain Hills Bikes – 

were Luna Bendet and 

Camden Tuazon, Fountain 

Hills Charter School; Isa-

belle Beddoe and Cayden 

Jones, McDowell Mountain 

Elementary School; and 

Sahara Romo and Isaiah 

Pattea, Four Peaks Elemen-

tary School. 

  Noon Kiwanis Club Presi-

dent Ken Brown noted that it 

is likely the club’s most an-

ticipated meeting of the 

year because of the looks on 

the kids’ faces. 

   “We talk about ‘Kiwanis 

moments’ in our club, and 

those are true Kiwanis mo-

ments,” Brown said. 

   “They help remind our 

members why they are Ki-

wanians and what our club 

represents.” 

   This Terrific Kids tradition 

dates back many years. Mai-

da Navis, who has since 

passed on, launched the 

bike program back in the 

1990s as a significant recog-

nition to end the school year 

for some terrific students. 
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A WORD FROM PRESIDENT KEN BROWN 

Surprise, surprise, surprise! 

Fellow Kiwanians: 

   How many of you were reminded of that lovable jarhead, goofy Gomer Pyle, when you read that title? If so, 
it was for a good reason. I wanted you to think of Private Pyle, even though Gomer’s surprises did not neces-
sarily go over well with Sergeant Carter. However, most surprises turn out to be a good thing and make a posi-
tive difference.   

   Our club had some terrific surprises during the month of June. We had a married couple become new mem-
bers of our club that we weren’t expecting to have join at all. Wayne Zielinski surprised us on June 1st by join-
ing our club that day, on his very first visit. 

   Then his wife, Dawn (who came with him on the 1st) surprised him and all of us on June 15th by giving 
Wayne an early Father’s Day gift. Her gift? She joined Noon Kiwanis so that the two of them could serve the 
children of the world together. Isn’t that neat? 

   Would you like to know why Wayne was willing to join on the occasion of his very first luncheon? It was be-
cause he had already helped out on one of our service projects. Think of that! What better way could there be 
to find active new members than to have them show a willingness to serve first? 

   We are delighted to welcome the Wayne and Dawn to Noon Kiwanis. Come to think of it, my friend,  Maria 
Stevens, also joined our club in June after helping out at our outreach at McDowell Mountain School. Maria 
wants to get involved in the Fountain Hills community because she’s hoping to move here some time in the 
near future. She chose our club as one of the ways that she can get introduced to people in the community. 

  Once again, serving before signing up. What a great way to acclimate new members to Noon Kiwanis! Our 
members want to make a positive difference in the lives of kids. So demonstrating a desire to serve with us 
before expressing the desire to join with us is a great model. Thank you Wayne, Dawn and Maria for remind-
ing us of that model by your examples. 

Welcome Wayne! 

Wayne Zielinski started a chain 

reaction of folks joining Noon 

Kiwanis this summer, as men-

tioned by club President Ken 

Brown in his message, above. 

Wayne was sponsored by John 

Rosenquist, who has served as 

club president, club secretary 

and lieutenant governor during 

his Kiwanis ‘kareer.’ 
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Helping at RM House 

Marcia Hoenle and Pat Costa were busy getting the serving line ready…. 
Loving those Kiwanis dogs! 

Happy smiles all around! 

The serving line got busy at one point, as the Noon Kiwanis Club served 

20-plus dinners at the Ronald McDonald House in Phoenix. Hot dogs and 

hamburgers proved to be a great summer treat. 

The outdoor play 

area is always a 

popular spot for 

children staying at 

the Ronald McDon-

ald House. 

Photos by Jon ‘Flash’ Geller 



   July 4      Fourth at the Fountain Fireworks 

   July 6      Luncheon meet; Marine Rich Uphoff 

   July 11      Adopt-A-Street litter patrol 

   July 13      NO MEETING  

   July 18      Aktion Club meeting at STARS 

   July 20      Luncheon meet; Boys & Girls Club topic 

   July 22      Extended Hands Food Bank 

   July 27      NO MEETING 

   July 30      Ronald McDonald House dinner 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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New members welcomed into our club 

Jerrod Stearnes was sponsored by Mike Scharnow. They are business 

partners and operate a Thrivent Financial office here in town. 

Dawn Zielinski was sponsored into the club 

by John Rosenquist. 

Maria Stevens was 

sponsored and induct-

ed into the club by 

President Ken Brown. 


