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Aktion 

Club 

in action 
   The Aktion Club being 
formed by our club at 
Scottsdale Training and Re-
habilitation Services 
(STARS) is well on its way to 
being chartered. 

   An Aktion Club is a Kiwa-
nis club tailored for adults 
with special needs. 

   At least 15 participants at 
STARS are needed to char-
ter the Noon Kiwanis Aktion 
Club, and the group has al-
ready had two meetings. At 
the last meeting, members 
present had an election to 
choose officers. 

   Suzie received the most 
votes, so she became presi-
dent; Heather will serve as 
the group’s first vice presi-
dent, while Daniel is the 
money guy and will be the 
treasurer. Finally, Kevin will 
serve as club secretary. 

  The group will meet at 
STARS, near Frank Lloyd 
Wright Blvd. and Via Linda, 
at 11:30 a.m. the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month. 

   Any Noon Kiwanian inter-
ested in getting involved is 
urged to contact Mike Schar-
now or Charlie Fox. The Ak-
tion Club’s first project will 
involve decorating recepta-
cles to be placed on the 
STARS campus for alumi-
num can recycling. The 
funds collected by the Ak-
tion Club will then be used 
for charitable purposes as 
agreed upon by the mem-
bers. Kan Man, anyone? 

   It was with great sadness that your cur-

rent board of directors had to accept the 

recent resignation of Betty Pantuso as 

club secretary. 

   While we’re pretty sure Betty wasn’t 

around the Fountain Hills club when it 

was chartered in the mid-1970s, it seems 

as if she’s been club secretary for the 

organization’s entire modern era. 

   Declining eyesight forced Betty to re-

evaluate the service she could provide to 

our club, since the modern-day club 

“secretary” requires Internet know-how 

and hours of computer time.  

   Betty had to choke back tears and plen-

ty of emotion as she gave her final talk to 

the club and inducted Monica Kubischta 

as the new secretary. 

   “Betty has the heart of a true Kiwanian 

and loves everything there is about the 

organization,” said club President Mike 

Scharnow. “She always talks about Kiwa-

nis Moments, and she finds them in every 

service project we do. Betty is never 

afraid to try new things and get her hands 

dirty. She came to Nogales with us and 

just started playing with the Mexican kids 

as part of Kiwanis Across the Border. 

   “Betty believes in Kiwanis and its mis-

sion of serving the children of the world. 

She exemplifies that motto every day she 

volunteers for our club and for Kiwanis. 

   “We deeply appreciate the many hours 

and commitment she gave to our club 

and to Kiwanis International.” 

   Betty isn’t going anywhere, however. 

She will continue to volunteer for as many 

projects as she is able and will no doubt 

be relaxing a little bit more during lunch-

eons. Plus, she will continue to train Mon-

ica Kubischta as she learns the ropes.  

End of an Era 
Betty steps down as club secretary, Monica takes over 

Betty Pantuso, left, has handed the club secretarial 

reins over to Monica Kubischta. 

Betty taking on a LEGO at Day of Play. 



A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 
The future of Kiwanis 

Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Starting at the global level of Kiwanis International, and trickling down through the districts, divisions and cer-

tainly into individual clubs, is a major question of concern: What is the future of Kiwanis? Overall declining mem-

bership, changing values, generational differences, the rise of social media, increased “competition” for service 

hours and economic concerns with regard to dues all factor into asking that pertinent question.  

   Kiwanis was launched nearly 100 years ago by a small bunch of guys in Detroit. It started more as a business net-

working group but quickly grew into a service organization. It was all men until just 26 years ago, when it was de-

cided to admit women. A bit late, don’t you think? Since that time, I think “Kiwanis” in general has realized that 

the organization has to be more progressive and open to change just to survive — much less thrive. The 

“traditional” means of structured meetings, conducting a few fundraisers and cutting checks will no longer cut it at 

the club level if we want to remain viable and relevant in today’s culture. Sure, long-standing traditions are a great 

thing, but sometimes we need to re-evaluate and try a few new things, maybe start some new traditions? 

   That’s why it was so much fun earlier this fall for Brenda and I to participate in a Dream Catchers weekend ride 

to Laughlin/Bullhead City. It’s a Kiwanis motorcycle club that gets together a couple of times a year to perform 

service projects and just have fun. It’s a unique way of getting people together who share a common bond. Along 

the way, the objects of Kiwanis are solidified through service. We did a giant “Adopt a Street” project similar to 

what we do in Fountain Hills, but this was along a big thoroughfare and involved Kiwanians from Mohave Mesa 

as well as a local high school Key Club. How cool is that? No, motorcycle Kiwanis clubs aren’t going to take over 

Kiwanis International anytime soon, but the Dream Catchers Club does provide a new and unique avenue for Ki-

wanis service and fellowship. Maybe someone will join Kiwanis who ordinarily would not….? 

   What can we do in Fountain Hills to attract more people to Kiwanis? I’d like to start a club satellite and we’re in 

the process of forming 

an Aktion Club for 

special needs adults. 

Have any other ideas? 

Any desire to help out 

with more time and 

energy for this great 

cause? It’s the only way 

we can progress into 

the future. Oh, and if 

you have a motorcycle 

sitting around, let me 

know. I can connect 

you with some fun Ki-

wanis Dream Catchers. 
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Grant from Allstate 
‘Helping Hands’ Foundation gives club $1,000 

   Thanks to former club President Paul Smith, the 

Noon Kiwanis Club’s charitable account recently 

grew by $1,000.  

   Paul runs an Allstate Insurance agency in 

Scottsdale, and he and current club President 

Mike Scharnow worked together to apply for the 

$1,000 grant from Allstate’s Helping Hands Foun-

dation, which contributes more than $1 million 

annually to charitable causes. 

   Both Paul and his wife Dr. Liz are former club 

presidents and have donated a ton of hours, en-

ergy and ideas to our club. “I don’t know how 

many of these Allstate grants we’ve received 

because of Paul, but each one is special and 

helps us continue to serve the children of the 

world,” Scharnow said, shown at right accepting 

the check from Smith. 

   “Paul continues to be a big help us to us during 

the fairs, and we appreciate his generosity and 

his willingness to contribute to Noon Kiwanis.” 

Krap Kontraption dedicated 
Bill Jaeger proud-

ly stands next to 

the Krap Kontrap-

tion, which was 

dedicated in his 

honor on Thurs-

day, November 

14, 2013. The 

Kontraption is 

used at the art 

fairs to collect 

dirty water from 

the Noon Kiwanis 

cook trailer. Bill 

works hard at 

every fair to set 

up the trailers, 

help out the food 

operations and 

then tear down 

the site. Bill, 

you’re a great 

guy and we ap-

preciate all the 

help you give our 

club and its mem-

bers. 
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Serving up the Festival 
   A Herculean effort was put forth by 

the Noon Kiwanis Club as members 

worked the three-day Fountain Festi-

val in early November, earning more 

than $7,500 for the club’s charitable 

account. 

   The giant fundraising effort began 

Thursday, immediately following the 

luncheon meeting, as a crew hauled 

the trailers over to Saguaro Blvd. and 

Avenue of the Fountains and began 

setting up for the arts and crafts fair. 

The effort continued from dawn to 

dusk the following three days, as the 

Kiwanis Krew flipped pancakes, 

scrambled eggs, boiled hot dogs and 

grilled hamburgers for the hundreds 

of thousands who attended the Cham-

ber function. 

   “It was another massive fundraising 

project by our club,” said club Presi-

dent Mike Scharnow. “I’m always 

amazed at how dedicated our club is 

to working these giant fundraisers 

and making money on behalf of the 

children of the world.” 

   The Fountain Festival and then the 

February Great Fair are the two larg-

est fundraisers for the club on an an-

nual basis. 

   “And I’m also amazed at how many 

folks give up entire weekends and 

more to work these events. We had 

many members sign up for double 

shifts and for several days. This is 

volunteerism beyond the normal call 

of duty.” 

   While the three-day festival can 

sometimes be pressure packed, es-

pecially during busy lunch hours, 

Scharnow said the stressful times are 

over-shadowed by the camaraderie 

and fellowship that go on during fund-

raisers. 

   “One of the best things about Kiwa-

nis is that you form lasting friendships 

and get to know people on a personal 

level,” he added. “This is one of the 

benefits of joining such an organiza-

tion and working these events. We try 

to match up people with their abili-

ties, since not everyone can stand for 

hours at a time. 

   “Thanks to everyone who helped. It 

will allow us to fulfill our charitable 

endeavors and projects.” 

Tom Lawrence hands out some yummy Kiwanis food on Sunday morning at the festival. 

Brenda Scharnow 

and Paul Appeldorn 

work to get some 

hot dogs ready dur-

ing a busy lunch 

hour. 

 

Photos by Jon 

‘Flash’ Geller 

© FlashPhotos 

Dana Saar, left, 

worked two 

shifts during 

the fair to cook 

burgers, while 

Alan Roselieb 

worked several 

shifts to mix up 

pancake batter 

and to cook hot 

dogs for the 

crowds. 



Kiwanis Kapers Page 5 

More 

Festival 

Scenes 

Members of the Middle School Builders Club, above and below, had a good time work-

ing our booth during the Fountain Festival. The food is pretty good, too. 

Steffnie Beck and her daughter had a fun 

time working on cotton candy, pretzels 

and nachos at the popular arts festival. 

Paul Smith grills some delicious dogs. Dolores Kehe preps the dogs... 

Kotton King? 
Doubtful. The newspaper editor and 

club president vowed not to give up his 

day job as he tried his hand at making 

cotton candy during the fair. His wife 

Brenda, who makes awesome cotton 

candy, was inside server and couldn’t 

leave the busy trailer. Steffnie Beck was 

not available to help that shift, so Mike 

had to tell everyone he was still in 

training and that the cotton candy tast-

ed good despite its “unique” shape. 
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Kiwanis Kodak Moments 

Margaret Beach and Phyllis Horan, above, donned costumes to work at our Halloween booth, while 

this mom and daughter were happy customers after patronizing our booth on the Avenue. 

Community Blood Drive 

United Blood Services repre-

sentatives, left, and Noon Ki-

wanians Ken and Monica Ku-

bischta and Paul Appeldorn 

round up donors, like member 

Brenda Scharnow, above. 

There were 142 units of blood 

added to the blood bank, mak-

ing for a total of 716 units for 

the year. With the Power Reds, 

coordinators Paul Appeldorn 

and Dr. Liz Smith were able to 

meet their goals. The next 

blood drive is Jan. 17-18. 



Kiwanis Kapers Page 7 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Jungle Eradication Krew back for second year in a row 

Charlie Fox, Alan Roselieb, Jerry Comeau, guest Ann Speer, Gary Oakeson, Jean Linzer, Bill Jaeger, Jon Geller and Bud Fuls still man-

aged to smile after the giant landscaping project was completed on Make a Difference Day. Pat Costa was not present for the picture. 

   Our club was well represented 

during the late October “Make a 

Difference Day” event organized by 

the Town of Fountain Hills. Hundreds 

of community volunteers came to-

gether to join in a national effort 

billed as the country’s largest one 

day of volunteer service. 

   Once again we had to defoliate a 

yard that had become overgrown 

with trees, bushes and more. The 

elderly lady who lived in the home 

had let the maintenance go, and she 

was recently admitted into a care 

facility. She had donated many 

hours of her life to helping at the 

local food bank, so now it was our 

turn to return the favor.  

   “We’re going to try to get an easi-

er project next year, but I appreci-

ate everyone’s help,” said club 

President Mike Scharnow. “We had 

some sore muscles, but we became 

closer as a club and managed to 

have some fun at the work site, too.” 

Who is that shady character behind the palo verde tree? Club President-Elect Alan Roselieb 

manned a chain saw for a while that morning, managing to keep his limbs intact and cut a 

few from the large trees that were overgrown in the yard. 



  Dec. 5   Regular luncheon; Mark Upton, CEO Christian Family Care 

  Dec. 7   Breakfast with Santa; 9 a.m. Community Center 

  Dec. 10   Adopt-A-Street litter patrol; Malta and Saguaro 

  Dec. 12   Regular luncheon; musical entertainment 

  Dec. 17   Feed homeless at Phoenix Rescue Mission 

  Dec. 19   NO MEETING 

  Dec. 20   Holiday social with Sunset Kiwanis Club; 6 p.m. 

  Dec. 26   NO MEETING 

December 2013 Calendar 
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The Kan Man Can 

Paul ‘Kan Man’ Appeldorn, far left, present-

ed $352.35 in cash to club President-Elect Al 

Roselieb, representing proceeds collected 

this past year from aluminum kan recycling. 

All the kan proceeds go to purchasing items 

for needy children in Nogales, Mexico as 

part of our Kiwanis Across the Border pro-

ject. After the Nov. 14 meeting, Paul and Al 

traveled to Nogales, Ariz. to present clothing 

and stuffed animals to Pepe Wise of the San-

ta Cruz Kiwanis Club, which helps coordi-

nate distribution of the items in Mexico. Our 

club also donated $1,000 toward the Hands 

Across the Border project. A contingent of 

Noon Kiwanians will travel to Nogales in 

January to distribute items and celebrate 

with the locals. A big thanks to the Kan Man 

for taking all our kans and converting them 

to Kiwanis Kash! Paul has a true heart for 

serving the children of the world and does 

much for our club. And, don’t forget, keep 

drinking and bringing in those kans! 

Breakfast with Santa all set 
   Thanks to efforts by President-Elect Alan Roselieb 

and many others, the Saturday, Dec. 7, Santa with 

Breakfast 10th annual event is ready to roll. Plenty 

of families will be on hand to enjoy the festivities 

and meeting the Jolly Old Elf himself. Pat Costa, at 

left, was part of a team that helped sell tickets in 

the Community Center lobby. Many of our club 

members will be dressed up as elves and ready to 

bring the holiday spirit to young children Dec. 7. 

This is always a club favorite. If you want to help, 

check with Al. There might be a few spots open yet! 


