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Small 

charge 

for meets 
   As we all know, our club 
charges $10 for those who 
attend meetings, which in-
cludes lunch. This is not 
part of the annual dues 
structure for our Noon Club. 
A grand total of $8 of that 
goes to our caterer, Carol, 
who provides us with a 
hearty meal, refreshments 
and a dessert each meeting. 

   The remaining $2 per at-
tendee goes into our admin-
istrative fund, which is the 
bank account used to run 
the club on a day-to-day ba-
sis and throughout the year. 

   This was mentioned in last 
month’s newsletter, and it 
was the board’s original de-
sire that those not eating 
please contribute $3 to help 
defray administrative and 
meeting costs. 

   After discussing this situa-
tion at the last board meet-
ing, the board decided to 
ask members to contribute 
only $2 if they weren’t eat-
ing, since this is the same 
administrative dollar amount 
that others members are 
paying if they are eating. 

   “We’re not going to be 
checking off names and 
chasing down people for the 
$2 if they don’t eat,” said 
club President Mike Schar-
now.  “We don’t want some-
thing like this to be a stum-
bling block. We simply ask 
people to consider giving 
the $2 like everyone else is 
paying at our meetings. 

   “It’s just a fairness issue 
for our club and members.” 

Charter celebration 
Our new STARS Aktion Club has become ‘official’ 

   It’s time to celebrate the fact that the new Aktion Club 

formed by the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills and 

Scottsdale Training and Rehabilitation Services has 

received its official charter from Kiwanis International. 

   A charter banquet and member/officer induction cer-

emony will be held at the STARS facility, near Via Linda 

and Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., beginning at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 23. 

   An Aktion Club is a Kiwanis club especially designed 

for special-needs adults. It is based at the STARS facili-

ty and includes adult students who attend that facility 

on a daily basis during the week. 

   While final details were still being worked out, it’s 

anticipated that Southwest District Governor Windy 

Mortensen will be in attendance along with Jerry 

Friedler, Aktion Club coordinator for the Southwest 

District. Ron Smith, a trustee on the Kiwanis Internation-

al Foundation Board, also will be present along with 

Division 12 Lt. Governor Alan Potter. The Scottsdale 

City Council and Fountain Hills Town Council also will 

be invited to the gala event. 

   “This will be a special evening for our club, for the 

STARS facility and especially for the Aktion Club mem-

bers,” said Mike Scharnow, Noon Kiwanis 

president. “We will celebrate this special 

club and these special adults. The officers 

will be inducted, and all the members will 

be recognized in some fashion. Folks from 

STARS will be there, and many family mem-

bers of Aktion Clubbers will be there as 

well. 

   “We’re hoping for a large segment of our 

club to attend and possibly help out where 

needed that evening.” 

   A special thanks to Charlie Fox, Aktion 

Club coordinator, and Rick Hopwood, case 

manager at STARS, for all their hard work in 

organizing and getting this club off the 

ground. 

   Members have been conducting regular 

meetings and planning out various service 

projects and possibly some fundraisers. 
A recent Aktion Club service project at the 

Ronald McDonald House in Phoenix.  



A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 
Learning more about Kiwanis 

Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Six of us attended the Southwest District Midyear Convention a few weeks ago in Laughlin, Nevada (hosted by 
the Bullhead City club across the river in Arizona). Besides myself, those attending were club President-Elect Alan 
Roselieb, Vice President Ken Kubischta, Secretary Monica Kubischta, Assistant Secretary and Past President Phyl-
lis Horan and Director Betty Pantuso. The main purpose of a Midyear Convention is continuing education and 
workshops on all things Kiwanis and leadership. 

   I attended the following workshops — multi-general communications (reaching out to younger generations), 
strategic planning at the club level (two parts), how to run effective meetings, Kiwanis International updates and 
focus, and servant leadership. 

   I probably learned the most at the first two seminars. Since I was born in 1961, I’m not the oldest member in the 
club. However, given the recruiting we’ve done the past two years or so, I by no means am the youngest member, 
either. Back in the day, for many years I was the youngest member in our club. Not a good thing! So today, thank-
fully, we have members in their 20s and 30s who are active in our club. We need to continue to reach out to ALL 
generations and make them feel welcome and appreciated and valued. We need to continuing identifying relevant 
service projects that have meaning and depth. Let’s keep up the good work! 

   As for future planning, putting together a strategic plan will be a lot of work, but it could also serve as a valuable 
tool that will keep our club accountable and in focus for years to come. What do we want to achieve and how do 
we go about that in the coming years? What is our vision statement? What are our strengths and weaknesses? How 
do we deliver on our objectives? We’ve tried some surveys the past couple years, but they have yielded mixed re-
sults. Strong companies, organizations and governments have strategic plans. This might be a valuable long-term 
planning tool that will help us better define exactly who we are and where we want to go. 
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Our club delegation at the Saturday evening governor’s banquet. 

Windy Mortensen, left, is Kiwanis governor for the 

Southwest District, and with her is Ron Smith, KI 

Foundation board trustee, and his wife Joanne. 

The Smiths also live in Fountain Hills and are 

quite active in the Eliminate Project. 
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PB&J for Ronald 
   The Aktion Club of STARS and Noon 

Kiwanis Club recently had its first ma-

jor service project — a field trip down 

to the Roanoke Ronald McDonald 

House in Phoenix. 

   Members took along lunch supplies 

and quickly formed work teams to 

compile brown bag lunches for fami-

lies who are staying at the Ronald 

McDonald facility, which houses fami-

lies at little to no cost who have chil-

dren staying in hospitals with serious 

medical conditions.  

   The lunches consisted of peanut but-

ter and jelly sandwiches, a bag of 

chips and cookies. The lunches are 

then made available to families on an 

as-needed basis to grab and take with 

them to the hospital or to their suites 

at the residential facility. 

   Aktion Club members also donated 

hundreds, if not thousands, of soda 

pop tops to Ronald McDonald House 

along with a $100 check from pro-

ceeds “earned” while helping our 

club at its Great Fair food booth. 

   Participating were Mike Scharnow, 

Charlie Fox and Jon Geller from the 

Noon Club. “The students had a lot of 

fun on this field trip and worked really 

hard making sandwiches and the bag 

lunches,” said Fox. 

   Participants also received a tour of 

the Ronald facility and were able to 

understand what the house does and 

how it helps hurting families in need. 

   “They all understood that the fami-

lies have hurting children in the hos-

pital and they found a lot of satisfac-

tion in the fact that they were helping 

out in a small way,” Scharnow said. “It 

was a very rewarding trip and makes 

you feel good about all the good that 

Kiwanis is capable of — especially 

these special adults.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aktion Club hanging out with Ronald outside the Roanoke facility. 

Proudly 

showing 

off the 

many bag 

lunches 

made 

during the 

service 

project. 

Making sandwiches, 

above, and packing up 

cookies on the right. 

Daniel, the Aktion Club treasurer who 

won our lotto-pot at a meeting, donated 

a grand total of $12.40 of his own money 

to help out the Ronald McDonald House. 

Chris Perez, far left, development direc-

tor, accepted the donation from Daniel.  
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Helping feed the homeless 
   Keeping up a newer tradition, a 

small contingent from our club trav-

eled to the Phoenix Rescue Mission 

and served lunch to a long line of 

homeless people. 

   Those participating included four 

“newcomers” to the Rescue Mission 

project — Jerry Comeau, Ken Ku-

bischta, Matt Jefferson and Gary 

Oakeson. Club President-Elect Al 

Roselieb coordinated the effort. 

   “It’s always great to see members 

taking on new projects and having 

them witness firsthand what goes on 

at a place like the Phoenix Rescue 

Mission,” said club President Mike 

Scharnow. “I applaud these guys for 

getting involved and helping out. 

   “Kudos to Kiwanis for service!” 

   It’s starting to get hot already, and 

that means our annual water bottle 

collection drive can’t be too far 

around the corner; details coming. 

Al, Ken, Matt, Jerry  and Gary look all professional in their 

aprons as they prepare to serve lunch at the Phoenix Res-

cue Mission. 

 

Jerry Comeau, far left, is now retired from the Safeway 

pharmacy, but he can still dispense beverages with the best 

of them! 

 

Matt Jefferson and Ken Kubischta, below, prepare to dish 

out the main meal to homeless men at the Rescue Mission. 



Kiwanis Kapers Page 5 

Nate McGuire, Paul Appeldorn and others at the food pack Gary Oakeson is all smiles as helps pack a tons of meals for kids. 

Packing food for kidz 
   A healthy contingent from the Noon Kiwanis Club 

participated in the March 20 Food for Kidz communi-

ty food pack project. More than 200 volunteers 

showed up for the event, which was staged at the 

Fountain Hills Community Center by New Journey 

Lutheran Church.  

   Our club had earlier donated $150 toward the 

community effort, which financed 1,000 meals for the 

project. 

   In addition, we had 11 members participate in the 

food pack itself. They were Paul Appeldorn, Marga-

ret Beach, Jon Geller, Phyllis Horan, Ed Kehe, Ken 

Kubischta, Jean Linzer, Nate McGuire, Jo Nelson, 

Gary Oakeson and Al Roselieb. 

  Several of the volunteers then headed over to Sun-

Ridge Canyon to enjoy some drinks and appetizers 

as a way to socialize and relax after all the food 

packing. 

   Organizers had set a goal of packing 75,000 meals, 

and the Food for Kidz food pack surpassed that mark 

by packing and boxing 75,400 meals that evening. 

   This year’s meals went to the Extended Hands 

Food Bank in Fountain Hills, to hungry children in 

Honduras and to other relief organizations. 

   “I want to thank everyone who helped out that 

evening,” said club President Mike Scharnow. “I 

couldn’t make it this year since I was out of town, but 

I had fun last year. And it appears as if a ton of other 

community groups helped out as well. It’s always 

good to have the Noon Kiwanis name out there and 

our members demonstrating what hands-on commu-

nity service is all about. It looked like there were a 

lot of youths there, so this is good for them to see as 

well. 

   “Good job, everybody!” 

Loading up supplies from the truck for volunteers inside the center. 

Girl Scouts and other 

youngsters helped out at 

the food pack as well. 
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Making some green on St. Patrick’s Day 

Another satisfied customer at the St. Patrick’s Day festival…. Jon Geller captured this green shot. 

The Noon Kiwanis Club made 

nearly $600 during the St. Pat-

rick’s Day festival organized by 

the Sons of AMVETS. Several 

thousand people attended the 

Sunday festivities on March 16. 

Our small booth sold cotton can-

dy, pretzels and nachos. Brenda 

Scharnow, left, shows off her 

skillful mastery of creating cot-

ton candy. 

Pat Costa, at right, worked the first shift of the St. Patrick’s Day 

festival and cranked out plenty of jumbo pretzels. Also helping 

out that day were John Schwab, Jon Geller, Phyllis Horan, Dan-

ielle Petit and Donna Yordy. 
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Distinguished club once again! 
   Congratulations are in order for Ed Kehe, club president for 

2012-13, and the entire Noon Kiwanis Club. 

   At the recent midyear convention, it was announced that the 

Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills had been recognized as a 

“Distinguished Club” for 2012-13, under the leadership of 

club President Ed Kehe. A long list of criteria must be met to 

earn the award. Only our club and the Sunset Kiwanis Club in 

Fountain Hills were recognized as Distinguished Clubs in Di-

vision 12. 

   Our club also was given an Interclub Award for making vis-

its to other clubs in the division and the Five-Star Award, 

which is given to those clubs who attend conventions and 

other important Kiwanis International functions. 

Three cheers for Eliminate 

Ken Kubischta (and Monica behind the lens) and Mike Scharnow participat-

ed in a marathon walk at the Southwest District Midyear Convention to raise 

awareness and funds for the Eliminate Project. They walked approximately 

1,250 miles along the Colorado River in about 10 minutes for the event. 

  The Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills presented a 

check for $1,250 at the Southwest District Midyear 

Convention toward its annual pledge to support the 

Eliminate Project. As you know, MNT is hoping to 

wipe out maternal/neonatal tetanus around the 

world in the next few years in cooperation with 

UNICEF. 

   Ron Smith, SWD Eliminate Project coordinator 

and a trustee on the Kiwanis International Founda-

tion board, accepted the check from club President 

Mike Scharnow during a public session of the con-

vention. 

   Randy Delay, chairman of the Eliminate Project 

for Kiwanis International, recently announced that 

the worldwide project to date has raised $50 mil-

lion. “This is an incredible milestone to celebrate,” 

Delay said. “Raising this amount of money will save 

or protect at least 27.7 million lives. That is the 

equivalent of saving the entire country of Nepal. 

   “We are Kiwanians, and we are making a tremen-

dous difference in the world. We could not have 

accomplished this amazing achievement without 

your passion, commitment and inspiration. 

   “I am so proud of our team and so very blessed to 

join you in our efforts to eliminate MNT.” 

   The campaign is aiming to raise a grand total of 

$110 million for MNT. While this goal will not likely 

be reached by next year, this should not deter Ki-

wanians from pushing ahead and completing this 

pledge to the very end, said club President Mike 

Scharnow, no matter how many more years it takes. 



  April 3   Guide Dogs for the Blind, other canines 

  April 5   Kiwanis One Day at STARS/Aktion Club 

  April 6   Ronald McDonald Roanoke House dinner visit 

  April 10   Lunch; What is the Noon Kiwanis Club all about? 

  April 12   Eggstravaganza/pancake breakfast; Governor’s visit 

  April 15   Aktion Club meeting 

  April 15   Adopt-A-Street litter patrol 

  April 17   Lunch; chili cookoff 

  April 23   Charter banquet for Aktion Club at STARS 

  April 24   NO MEETING 

  April 30   Phoenix Rescue Mission 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Kollecting Kans 

   Paul “The Kan Man” Ap-

peldorn is still collecting Ki-

wanis Kans for the benefit of 

poor families in Nogales, Mex-

ico as part of our annual Kiwa-

nis Across the Border project. 

Keep drinking and help serve 

the children of the world! 

   If that kan you are drinking 

from looks familiar, it could be 

— a kan is recycled and back 

on the shelf in as little as 60 

days. 

Adopt-A-Street 

   So that you can plan ahead, 

the next street cleaning op-

portunities are on April 15 (to 

prepare for the full moon and 

paying taxes) and on May 20. 

   Talk to Paul Appeldorn if 

interested. Another great 

community service project! 

Help keep our streets clean. 

Welcome, Janet! 
Janet Grom, center, is the newest member of the Noon Kiwanis Club. Janet graduated 

from the University of Minnesota in 2011, where she majored in kinesiology and pedi-

atric rehab. She taught eighth grade science in a low-income school in southeast Tex-

as for two years in conjunction with Teach for America for two years before moving to 

the Phoenix area. She is now the Education Coordinator at the Greater Scottsdale Boys 

& Girls Club McKee Branch in Fountain Hills. Janet also is helping the Fountain Hills 

Coalition with its ‘Above That’ club. She enjoys golfing, running, reading, cooking and 

baking. Janet has already worked on several projects for our club. Thanks, Janet! 


