
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 22, 2014: A Special Sunrise 

Although last year’s rain did not deter the crowds from attending the Sunrise Service at Kennesaw 
Mountain National Park, it was a welcome sight to see the sun peek out from behind the clouds in its full 
glory last Sunday just in time for Easter. Arriving in the dark, the crowds were guided from the lower 
parking lot to the Welcome Center field by the gracious volunteers from the Kiwanis Club of Marietta 
and Marietta Rotary Club. The nip in the early morning air was held at bay by the hot chocolate and 
coffee generously provided by the Salvation Army. 

In the dawning light, Judge Mary Staley, President of the Kiwanis Club of Marietta, gave a warm 
welcome to the hundreds in attendance. She was joined at the podium by Russ Wood, President of the 
Marietta Rotary Club. Wood would also end the service with a stirring rendition of the Doxology hymn. 
Special guest Cheryl Davenport of the Atlanta Symphony Chorus was on hand to lead the crowd in song.  

As the light began to dawn over the tree line, Dr. Ike Reighard shared scripture and delivered an 
inspiring sermon. Dr. Reighard is the current pastor of Piedmont Church in Marietta and also serves as 
the President and CEO of MUST Ministries. As he spoke, the sun rose in all of its glory, bathing the 
participants in a warm glow.  

This inspiring celebration is hosted annually by the joint efforts of the Kiwanis Club of Marietta and 
Marietta Rotary Club. Both of these civic organizations do an outstanding job of serving our community. 
If you would like to find a place to pay your civic dues, please consider joining one of these 
organizations.  Visit www.mariettakiwanis.org or www.mariettarotary.org . 
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