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November 11, 2014:  Clear blue skies and just enough of a breeze to make our Nation’s flag fly proudly 

was the perfect backdrop for the 10th Annual Veterans Day Parade. Hundreds of loyal citizens and 

veterans lined the streets of Marietta to honor our distinguished war heroes as the patriotic parade 

marched the route down Roswell Street to the Marietta Square. Local high school marching bands, ten 

ROTC troops, distinguished veterans and Patriot Guard Riders were among the participants in this event 

sponsored by the City of Marietta and the Kiwanis Club of Marietta. 

As the parade wound its way to Glover Park, the ceremonies commenced with a moving rendition of our 

National Anthem by the quartet 129 & Counting from the Big Chicken Chorus, followed by an invocation 

from Chaplain Cpt. Leslie Nelson. Marietta Mayor Steve “Thunder” Tumlin and Kiwanis Club President 

Holly Tuchman then welcomed the record setting crowd and thanked all of our veterans and their 

families for their bravery and sacrifice. Tumlin commented that he enjoys the ceremonies on Veterans 

Day because it puts the spotlight where it belongs – on our servicemen and women. 

Brig. Gen. Larry Dudney of the Georgia National Guard gave the keynote address. Dudney is the former 

director of the Joint Staff and Joint Task Force Georgia Commander. For his heroism at the Pentagon 

during the 9-11 attack, he was honored with the Purple Heart, the Soldier’s Medal and the Valley Forge 

Cross of Heroism. He reminded those gathered that as long as there are tyrants in this world we will 

need the military. But we should never forget that each service member who sacrifices his life for our 

freedom leaves behind a family. Each fallen soldier is irreplaceable and deserves a quiet ‘thank you’ 

from the bottom of our hearts. He bade everyone to always remember and honor our veterans. 

After the flag folding ceremony by the 94th Airlift Wing Honor Guard, the crowd grew still as Navy 

veteran and Kiwanian Scott Chadwick read a poignant tribute to all servicemen past and present. Many 

were stirred to tears as he recalled the sacrifices of those who came home, and those who did not. A 21-

Gun Salute and the playing of Taps ended this emotional and thoughtful commemoration of those 

courageous men and women who keep our Nation free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


