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September 11, 2014:  The defining moment of our generation is September 11, 2001. The tragic events of 

that day and the subsequent surge of patriotism are forever etched into the American psyche. To 

commemorate and honor the victims of those terrorist attacks, the Kiwanis Club of Marietta held a special 

meeting at the Cobb County Safety Village. Established in 2009, the Safety Village offers a series of 

interactive educational lessons by way of a miniature Marietta, including a replica of the Kiwanis Club of 

Marietta’s Field of Flags at Kennesaw Mountain when the Club pays homage to the victims of 09/11 

every five years. 

The guest speaker was fellow Kiwanian and former Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, who had not spoken 

of his experiences of that day until this gathering. He gave a detailed and moving account of what it took 

to keep the State of Georgia running during and after the attacks. He was on an airplane heading back to 

his office when word came of trouble. By the time he landed, the second plane had hit.  “I got to the 

Capitol and it was complete chaos,” recalled Barnes. “Everybody was running around.”  Barnes refused 

requests to shut down the government offices and threatened to fire anyone that left their post. He was 

adamant that they stay and operate the state during the crisis.  

In the midst of trying to control the chaos reigning throughout the State, Barnes was informed that 

Georgia was one of the potential landing sites for Air Force One. Although President Bush was eventually 

routed to Omaha, Barnes received a call from then-Florida Governor Jeb Bush inquiring as to his 

brother’s whereabouts. Although Barnes had not heard from the President, Governor Bush said, “Well my 

daddy just called, saying, ‘If you hear from him, tell him to get back to Washington,” said Barnes during 

a moment of levity. 

As the club members viewed a moving video of the installation of the processional of flags – one for each 

person that perished that day – to Kennesaw Mountain on the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks of 

09/11, emotions ran high. To be in that room, on that day, surrounded by veterans, patriots, survivors and 

friends was a moment to cherish.  

 

## 

Photo Caption 1: Kiwanis Club of Marietta members Jack Wilson (left) and Governor Roy Barnes share 

memories of September 11th. 

Photo Caption 2: Kiwanis Club of Marietta members Alice Summerour and Kay Morgan in front of the 

Field of Flags Memorial Replica. 



 

 

 

 


