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Covenant celebrates National
School Choice Week 2013

From staff reports

MARIETTA — Covenant Christian
Ministries Academy was scheduled to cele-
brate National School Choice Week 2013
on Tuesday with a special event, called
Parent Awareness/School Choice. Officials
said the event shines a spotlight on
Covenant’s successes and raises awareness
of the need for greater educational options
for families in Georgia and across the
country.

The event at Covenant was one of 3,500
independently-planned activities during
National School Choice Week, which will
be the nation’s largest-ever celebration of
education reform. Participants Covenant
used yellow scarves and rally signs to
demonstrate unity with millions of other
school choice supporters nationwide. 

Cobb students make Baylor list
Two Marietta students have been named

to Baylor University’s Dean’s Academic
Honor List for the fall 2012 semester.

Lauren Taylor Heffelfinger in the
school of engineering and Lindsey Jeanne

Long in the school of education were
among 3,300 Baylor students to make the
dean’s list, which requires a minimum
grade-point-average of 3.7. 

A private Baptist university and a
nationally ranked liberal arts institution,
Baylor is classified as having “high
research activity” by the Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Teaching.

Kell juniors to appear at music fest

EAST COBB — Three Kell High
School juniors have been named to appear
with the Music for All National Festival
March 14-16 in Indianapolis.

Percussionists Rashaad Greene and
Jonathan Morningstar were named to the
Music for All National Honor Band, while
horn player Nicolas Perez was named as
an alternate to the Music for All National
Jazz Band. Kell band director David Roth

said the three are members of the school’s
top performing ensemble, the Kell Wind
Symphony. Greene and Perez were also
selected to the Georgia All-State Orches-
tra, the top performing ensemble in the
state.

Scholarship deadlines approaching

Deadlines are soon approaching for the
The Art Institute of Atlanta’s scholarship
competitions, which award more than
$850,000 in scholarships to The Art Insti-
tutes schools each year.

Creative students can enter competitions
in design, fashion or culinary.

The deadline for entry into the Arts
Poster Design Competition is Thursday. 

The Art Institutes and Americans for the
Arts Poster Design Competition challenges
high school seniors and high school gradu-
ates to design a dramatic poster that best
expresses the theme “You Can Create
Tomorrow.” The local winner in the high
school senior category earns a $3,000
tuition scholarship and the local winner in
the high school graduate/adult category
earns a $1,000 scholarship to attend The
Art Institute of Atlanta . 

The first place winner in each category
will progress to the national competition.
Winners at the national level in the high
school senior category earn a full tuition
scholarship; winners in the high school
senior/graduate category earn a $10,000
tuition scholarship. 

The deadline for the Art Institutes Pas-
sion for Fashion Competition is Feb. 14.

The 2013 Passion for Fashion Scholar-
ship Competition offers high school seniors
the chance to bring their fashion ideas to
life and earn a tuition scholarship. Students
can take the first step by entering the com-
petition in the Fashion Marketing & Mer-
chandising and Retail Management catego-
ry at The Art Institute of Atlanta.

Local competitions take place at each
participating Art Institutes school through-
out the U.S. and Canada. At The Art Insti-
tute of Atlanta, the winner in the Fashion
Marketing & Merchandising and Retail
Management category earns a $3,000
tuition scholarship. The first place winner
moves on to the national competition. 

Two national grand prize winners (one
in the Fashion Marketing & Merchandising
and Retail Management category and one
in the Fashion Design category, which is
not available at The Art Institute of
Atlanta) each earn a half- tuition scholar-
ship and receive a VIP trip to New York
City, where they will participate in a “meet
and greet” at Seventeen magazine’s New
York offices, have lunch with a Seventeen
Style Pro and receive both a $500 shopping
spree at DKNY with the Style Pro and a
$500 gift card to shop anywhere in the Big
Apple. 

To enter or view the competition rules,
visit www.aicompetitions.com, call (800)
275.4242, or email aiaadm@aii.edu. 

By Geoff Folsom
gfolsom@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — A group of 25
juniors will be the first to receive schol-
arships for the new Kiwanis Technology
Center at Marietta High School. The
program is designed to close the gap
between students who have appropriate
technology in their homes and those
who don’t.

Gaye Johnson with the Kiwanis Club
of Marietta’s Major Emphasis Commit-
tee said the students were interviewed
by Marietta High staff about the role
technology plays in their education and
their personal access to it. Staff was
seeking to find students who would be
responsible for the technology and value
the scholarship.

Kiwanis has committed to the pro-

gram for two years, Johnson said. More
juniors will be selected next year.

“We would envision it would be at
least 25 more,” Johnson said. “It could
be up to 100.”

Each student receives a laptop com-
puter to take home. While the computer
belongs to the school until the student
graduates, students get to keep the com-
puter if they have no problems. The pro-
gram also pays for a location for the
program to be based in Marietta High’s
media center, which was used for its
orientation on Jan. 24.

Along with Kiwanis and Marietta
City Schools, the program was spon-
sored by Southern Polytechnic State
University, which is providing technical
support, with a goal to find other busi-
nesses and organizations to participate.
Students are expected to have spent at

least two years in Marietta schools,
maintain a grade-point-average of at
least 2.5, be on track for graduation,
have no significant discipline issues and
a documented need with no access to
the technology at home.

“We challenged our students to make
sure that they understand that this is an
opportunity where their efforts are being
affirmed,” said Marietta principal Leigh
Colburn. “But this is also an opportunity
for them to pay it forward to other stu-
dents.”

Superintendent Emily Lembeck said
she can’t thank Kiwanis enough for the
gift.

“It is an opportunity for you to real-
ize how much faith people have in you
to move forward and make this world a
better place in the future,” she told stu-
dents.

Marietta High planning to 
open new technology center

Kiwanis Club of
Marietta President
Bobby Tharpe and
President-elect
Mary Staley
announced the
establishment of
the Kiwanis Tech-
nology Center at
Marietta High
School. A group of
25 juniors will be
the first to receive
scholarships for
the new Kiwanis
Technology Center
at Marietta High
School. Each stu-
dent receives a
laptop computer to
take home. 

�
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BUSY BEES: The Cobb
County Association of Educa-
tors announces the winners of
the Cobb Spelling Bee. The
Bee was conducted at Kenne-
saw Mountain High School on
Jan. 26 and officiated by
CCAE President Connie Jack-
son. The top eight spellers will
go on to compete in the region-
al bee on Feb. 23. The winners
are: first place Owen Kennedy
of Davis Elementary; second
place Matthew Brown of Baker
Elementary; third place  Sufian
Ibrahim of Frey Elementary;
fourth place Jules McNeice of
Dickerson Middle School; fifth
place Aanya Sawhney of East
Side Elementary; sixth place
Emma Wilson of Tapp Middle
School; seventh place Evan
Montoya of Kemp Elementary
and eighth place Will Jones of
Lost Mountain Middle School.
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RUFFIN IT: Hayes Elementary School participated in the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl on Jan. 19.  The Hayes team
was sponsored by three teachers, Beth Whorton, Cathy Spencer and Sharon Karner.  The school is led by principal
Teressa Watson.  The Hayes Mustang team competed against 21 other Cobb County schools in a reading competi-
tion.  The students read 15 books from the Georgia book award list.  Out of 21 teams, Hayes finished in second place
and will go on to compete in the regional competition on Feb. 2 at West Georgia University. Pictured are, front row
from left: Chace Oliver, Hank Tatum, Braden Redick, Jacob Rippe, Riley Valencia. Second row, from left sponsor Beth
Whorton, Alex Eum, Anna VanEekran, Amai Henley, Ridha Islam, Erica Chambers, Back row from left, sponsor Mrs.
Spencer, Elizabeth Magneson, Will Duron, Jude Iruka, Principal Teressa Watson, Mikayla Haynie, Briana Nerestil,
Sami Chambers,  and sponsor Mrs. Karner.


