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NEXT WEEK our speaker will be Rudolph Breglia.  
He will talk about school bus safety, particularly 
the idea that school buses should have seat belts.  
Having followed the topic of school bus safety for 
several years, he became a citizen advocate for 
the cause of seat belts following the tragedy in 
November 2016 in Chattanooga when six children 
were killed and more than 20 were injured in an 
accident involving a school bus.  The only 
unharmed person on that bus was the driver, who 
was wearing a seat belt.  The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration has left the decision 
about requiring belts up to the states.  Currently, 
only eight states require the belts, but legislation 
is pending in 20 other states, though not Ohio.  
Rudolph holds a doctorate in pharmacology and 
biochemistry and is board certified by the 
American Board of Toxicology.  He is a consulting 
toxicologist in corporate health services for the 
Marathon Petroleum Company.

LAST WEEK our program was presented by 
Melinda Brunner, Principal of the Early Childhood 
Center.  A meager crowd of only 19 members 
came out on a cold January night to hear her 
presentation.  The lucky one of that group to win 
the 50/50 raffle was LARRY ABBOTT, who 
pocketed a whole $9.  Melinda first talked about 
goes on in her building, which houses both 
preschool and kindergarten children.  She also 
told us how things are different these days 
compared to when all of us were kids.  For 
example, she has observed that today’s kids have 
too many toys, don’t know how to play board 
games, and to a great extent, don’t even know 
how to play.  In other words, they don’t know how 
to use their imaginations during play, they don’t 
know how to pretend.  She also described three 
areas that she would like our help if we can give 
it.  One is to start up a “Kiwanis Homework Krew” 
where members would volunteer an hour a week 
to come work with kids that need the help.  A 
second is to erect some sort of structure behind 
the school where pretend play can be 
encouraged.  A third is any way that we can help 
food service, who ends up supplying lunches to 
kids who have exhausted the money on their meal 
cards.  No doubt you will hear more about one or 
all of these in the near future.

DIVISION COUNCIL meets Thursday at 6:30 at 
Porter Library in Westlake.

MID-YEAR EDUCATION will take place on the 
weekend of March 17.  Any member who would 
like to attend should contact CHRIS GAEDE.

KEY CLUB will meet next Monday night, January 
22, at 7 PM in the high school.

THE NORTH RIDGEVILLE CLUB will be hosting
a spaghetti dinner on Friday, February 9, from 5-7 
PM at Fields United Methodist Church.  Included 
with spaghetti are rolls, salad, drink, and dessert.  
Cost is $8 for adults, $7 for seniors, and $5 for 
children 12 and under.

Melinda Brunner, Principal of Olmsted Falls Early Childhood Center.

STUDENT LOAN AND SCHOLARSHIP
committee will meet next week following the 
regular meeting.  There is a lot to be covered, so 
committee members should plan to be there for a 
while.

DID YOU KNOW that 28% of the land in the 
United States is owned by the federal 
government?  That includes 85% of Nevada and 
65% of Utah.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “You can’t help getting 
older, but you don’t have to get old.” – George 
Burns

   * * * WEEKLY OPPORTUNITY ROSTER * * *

TABLE TENDERS: TOM HELMICK
JIM LEHMAN

GREETERS: LED SEDLACEK
SCOTT SEDLACEK

TICKET SALES: JOHN JACOBS
INVOCATION: JIM BOLANDER
MONKEY TENDER: RON FAZULAK
BACKUP: LEE FENRICH
BEARER: JOHN DASCOLI


