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WE ARE TURNING THE BOAT AROUND... 
 

          It is no secret the Kiwanis membership rolls have decreased drastically over the last decade, 

but fortunately that trend is turning around.  What began as an idea of Past International President 

Gunter Gasser, and continued through our International President Jane Erickson, our beloved 

organization has again attained an upward direction.  I am guilty myself for not pressing the 
Kiwanis brand and cause.  I vow I will increase my expression of Kiwanis--many people believe 

we drive little go-carts in parades and buy eyeglasses for those that cannot afford them.  A very 

noble cause, but we do much more. 

          I pulled up a “google” thing, just curious of what I wanted to find.  The nuclear powered 
aircraft carrier, the U.S.S. Ronald Reagan is almost 1100 feet long, 134 feet wide, and displaces 

over 103,000 tons.  With a top speed of 30 + knots, and with the control device  thrown over hard 

turn, the ship still takes an estimated 3-4 miles ( radius ) to accomplish a 180 degree turn to the 
opposite direction.  The time to complete that turn is by my guess, factoring in the mass, nearly 

two minutes.    The “CVN 76 “ as it is designated”, is a Forward range ship, meaning the ship is 

“…almost front line…” in battle, so maneuvering speed and time are premium. 
          It will take time to reach my goal of 10%-20% growth for the Utah-Idaho Kiwanis District.  

With our present membership, that equates to an increase next October 1st of 120-240 new Kiwanis 

members for the District.  Using Past President Gunter’s Formula concept,  and President Jane’s I-

PLAN to reach that goal, I am confident we can do it.  I have received club inquiries within the 
District that Kiwanis International has passed along, and a few of those new friends have attended 

meetings.   

          Many new things are coming down from International, and a few new concepts are being 
discussed within the District.  One area is an idea to increase attendance at our District 

Convention.  What better way to stay connected with your fellow Kiwanians, but through the 

training and comradeship at a week-end retreat? 

          This year has really buzzed along—it seems just a few weeks ago, I was gassing up the old 
lawn mower for another summer attack on my “Johnson grass “!  Now I am enduring the toy ads 

and planning for the New Year.  For Kiwanians this is going to be an exciting New Year!  We will 

have a new President for our wonderful country, ideas will be voiced, and many children will be 
influenced and impacted by the many new Kiwanis members available to Protect, Nurture, and 

Mentor the Children of the World. 

          Sandy and I wish each of you a very peaceful, merry, and safe holiday season.  Thank you 

for your support and trust, and together we will make the Utah-Idaho Kiwanis District one of the 
most productive! 
 

In Kiwanis Service 
 

Captain Jim Vaughan, Governor, Utah-Idaho Kiwanis District 
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UTAH – IDAHO DISTRICT 
 

The Utah District was organized March 24, 1919, at Salt 

Lake City. Salt Lake City appointed Alexander  

Eberhardt to act as governor. The Executive Committee of 

the International Board added Idaho to the territory of the 

district on November 27, 1920. 
 

The Utah-Idaho District came into existence as of 

December 16 of the same year. By mutual agreement, ratified 

by the International Board, the panhandle of Idaho consisting 

of 10 counties north of the Salmon River was added to the 

Pacific Northwest District in July of 1925. The Utah-Idaho 

District’s first convention was in Salt Lake City on 

December 16, 1920.  
 

At that session, Herbert Van Damn, Jr. was elected governor 

at a convention in his home city. The first club in the district 

was Salt Lake City, completed October 10, 1918. The second 

club was Pocatello, Idaho, on August 5, 1920, and the third 

club was Boise, Idaho on August 10, 1920 

THE OBJECTS OF KIWANIS 
 

The six permanent Objects of Kiwanis International were 

approved by Kiwanis club delegates at the 1924 Convention 

in Denver, Colorado. Through the succeeding decades, they 

have remained unchanged. 
 

Object 1 - To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather 

than to the material values of life. 
 

Object 2 - To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule 

in all human relationships. 
 

Object 3 - To promote the adoption and the application of 

higher social, business, and professional standards. 
 

Object 4 - To develop, by precept and example, a more 

intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship. 
 

Object 5 - To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical 

means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic 

service, and to build better communities. 
 

Object 6 - To cooperate in creating and maintaining that 

sound public opinion and high idealism which make 

possible the increase of righteousness, justice, patriotism, 

and goodwill. 

 

The Fourth Object 

 

To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, 

aggressive, and serviceable citizenship. 

 

The ways you can illustrate the Fourth Object include 

enrolling Key Club International and Circle K International 

alumni—and keep our most engaged young leaders involved 

with the Kiwanis family. Another idea: Promote Kiwanis 

training and advance the Kiwanis brand by acting as a 

clearinghouse for potential 

 

The Fifth Object 

 

To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to 

form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to 

build better communities. 

The ways you can illustrate the Fifth Object include 

promoting conventions and conferences, interclub visits, 

club twinning and club outreach in disaster-stricken areas 

and recommend innovative new service projects. 
 

The Sixth Object 

 

To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public 

opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase 

of righteousness, justice, patriotism, and goodwill. 

 

Use traditional and social media to help promote Kiwanis. In 

addition, recommend projects that support children and 

families in times of distress. Your club can also stimulate 

membership growth via “persons of influence,” including 

government officials and members of the media. 
 

 

. 
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NO MORE LITTLE MATCH GIRLS 
by Larry Hunter, Utah – Idaho 2016 – 2017 Governor-Elect 

 

One of the most poignant holiday stories is about a little 

match girl. Most of you will remember the haunting images 

invoked by the storyteller.  
 

To briefly recap the story, there was a time when the sale of 

matchsticks on city streets was a means for the poor and 

particularly poor children to earn money for their families. 

The protagonist of the story was a young maiden who was 

from a particularly underprivileged family. Her meager 

earnings from the sale of matches did little to alleviate the 

plight of her family. Therefore even on the eves of holidays, 

when other families, even relatively poor ones (think Bob 

Cratchit’s family in Dickens A Christmas Carol), are 

celebrating, our little match girl was on the cold streets of the 

big city selling her matches.  
 

She was drawn to one home in particular where she could 

see through the window to the festivities inside: decorations, 

food, sweets, gaiety and warmth. She pressed her face 

against the window to try to enjoy vicariously the joy she 

could not experience for real. The constable found the Little 

Match Girl the next morning, her matches burned out in her 

little hand as she tried to stay warm outside the joyous 

festivities that she had never experienced.  
 

Melancholy, perhaps dramatic, but could it be real life? 

Certainly, even in the United States, millions of children go 

to bed hungry and many are deprived access to adequate 

shelter. This larger issue is not a problem that Kiwanis can 

solve by themselves. However, our goal specifically talks 

about helping the children of the world, one child at a time. 

We may not be able to eradicate child hunger, but we can 

help save individual “match girls”. And that is the goal of 

our Kiwanis Clubs (and of us as individuals). How do we do 

that? 
  

 (1) Foster compassion for at-risk children within your 

club and your community, which of course presuppose that 

compassion in your own life. 

 (2) Identify needs of the at-risk children in your 

community and find ways to meet them. This may require 

working with other organizations or individuals outside the 

Kiwanis community. Many of them have strong programs to 

aid at-risk children. Cooperation may be the most effective 

way to help. 

 (3) Our clubs have or should have projects that 

directly benefit children at risk for e.g.   

                     (a) Boys and Girls clubs 

  (b) Baby Care Cupboards 

  (c) Ronald McDonald 

  (d) Refugee children 

  (e) Big Brothers – Big Sisters 

  (f) Many others 
 

Not all worthy projects that benefit children, benefit children 

at risk. That does not mean they are not good, worthwhile 

projects. However, we should set a goal to adapt or maintain 

a project that benefits children at risk. 
 

Sound difficult? Not really. Most of us are compassionate 

and possess the “basic milk of human kindness”, that we all 

have had at one time. Act on that feeling and develop 

methods and programs that are straightforward and easily 

implemented. You do not need to have a complicated 

program, just implement it. Let’s do what we can to help 

eliminate “little match girls” in our towns. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The best and safest thing is to keep a balance in your life, 

acknowledge the great powers around us and in us. If you 

can do that, and live that way, you are really a wise man. 

Euripides (484 BC - 406 BC) 
 

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a 

man's character, give him power. 

Abraham Lincoln (1809 - 1865) 
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Happiness lies not in the mere 

possession of money. It lies in the joy 

of achievement, in the thrill 

of creative effort. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882 - 1945), 

Speeches... in the Trial of Warren 

Hastings, May 5, 1789 
 

The superior man is modest in his 

speech, but exceeds in his actions. 

Confucius (551 BC - 479 BC), 

The Confucian Analects 
 

Actions lie louder than words. 

Carolyn Wells 

  

UPCOMING DISTRICT 

EVENTS 

 

2017 Mid-Year Training 

April 7-8, 2017 

 Comfort Suites Hotel 

2250 S. 1200 W., Ogden, UT, 84401 

Guest room rate is $89, plus tax 

Friday Board Meeting, Training on 

Saturday 
 

  2019 District Annual 

Convention 

Thursday, August 8th –  

Sunday, August 11th  

Location currently being considered:  

Park City/Heber City, UT 

 

OTHER DATES 
 

January 21, 2017: Kiwanis 

International's 102nd anniversary 
 

The IHOP 12th Annual  

National Pancake Day:  

March 7, 2017 
 

Watch the IHOP National Pancake Day 

website (http://www.ihoppancakeday. 

com/) for more details. Since beginning 

its National Pancake Day celebration in 

2006, IHOP restaurants have raised 

nearly $24 million to support charities 

in the communities in which they 

operate. 
 

 

 

2017 District Annual Convention 

Thursday, August 17th –  

Sunday August 20th 

Location: Southern Utah (Richfield) 
 

** Clubs bring your club banners  

to the convention 
 

2018 District Annual Convention 

Thursday, August 9th -   

Sunday, August 12th 

Location currently being considered: 

Twin Falls, ID 

 

 

FUTURE  

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL  

CONVENTIONS 
 

July 13–16, 2017 

Paris, France 

2018 

(Date TBD) 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

2019 

(Date TBD) 

Orlando, Florida 

 

VIDEOS 
 

The adage “a picture is worth a thousand words” has never been as true as it is 

today. In this multimedia world, images, audio, and video are powerful marketing 

and public relations tools. 
 

● View Kiwanis videos on Vimeo    

    (http://vimeo.com/kiwanis) 
 

● Download videos 
 

A new way to view Kiwanis videos 
 

Kiwanis International strives to make available to member clubs video and print 

materials that promote, grow and forward the work of the organization. In some 

cases, videos may be made available for online viewing, download or as a DVD. 

Many of our videos, due to file size and costs, will only be made available for 

online viewing on YouTube. 
 

Any video longer than 10 minutes or larger than 2GB must be broken up into 

sections in accordance with YouTube’s policy and restrictions. Some videos we 

have will not be possible to have these conversions since they were received by 

outside vendors. Those videos (mainly .flvs) will remain .flvs and if necessary be 

uploaded to YouTube. 
 

Download videos  
 

The videos made available for download in the Google Docs library at 

www.kiwanisone.org/getvideos will be provided in the .mov format only. This 

format helps reduce the time and cost associated with producing multiple versions. 

You can download a free .mov player (compatible with either Mac or PC) here: 

http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/ 
 

Need a DVD? 
 

If a Kiwanis International video is neither on YouTube or in the Google Docs 

video download library, then a third option is to request a CD (data file) or DVD 

(plays in a DVD player). This may incur a cost to cover production and material 

costs, plus shipping and handling. Please allow a minimum of 2 weeks from initial 

contact to receipt of video. Please send all requests to videos@kiwanis.org. 
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2016 – 2017 UTAH – IDAHO DISTRICT ROSTER CHANGES 
 

Lieutenant Governors 

Division 6 John D. Shaw 

Address Change:   

2708 E. Rhyolite Ct. 

Boise, Idaho   83712 
 

District Chairpersons 

Communications  

Gordon C. Lewis 

Phone Number Update 

C: 385-202-9845 I: 801-693-8644 
 

Service Leadership Program 

Committee 

SLP Webmaster 

Gordon C. Lewis 

Phone Number Update 

C: 385-202-9845 I: 801-693-8644 
 

Division 1 

K09491 Orem Golden K 

President George Vandewater 

E-mail Update 

Email vandwtr@hotmail.com 
   

K06093 Pleasant Grove 

Deleted Club Listing 
   

K17997 Westlake 

President Robin DePalma 

Phone Number Correction 

C 571-332-1322 
 

Division 8 

K03995 Sugarhouse  

Secretary John Cameron 

Phone Number Update 

C: 801-455-0159 
 

Division 10 

K00626 Spanish Fork 

President Update 

G. Chad Bunn                     

55 S 1060 E  

Spanish Fork, UT 84660-6312        

H 801-798-0411  

E-mail: chad_bunn@byu.edu          

Division 2  

K02418 Bonneville  

Secretary Gordon C. Lewis 

Phone Number Update 

C: 385-202-9845 I: 801-693-8644 
 

Removal of Richfield listing under 

Bonneville Club 
   

K06987 Tooele  

Meeting Location Update 

Tuesday Noon in Board Room at 

Tooele Applied Technology 

College (TATC), 88 South Tooele 

Blvd. Tooele, Utah 
 

Division 7 

Creation of Richfield Club Listing 

K19125  
 

Richfield President 

Lori Roberts 

65 W Center St 

Richfield UT 84701 

W 435-896-5476  

C 435-201-4791 

Email: lori@richfieldreaper.com 
   

Richfield Secretary 

Katherine Gleave 

333 N Main St 

Richfield UT 84701 

W 435-896-6476  

C 435-901-8208 

Email: katgleave@yahoo.com 
   

Meeting: Thursdays at 12:00 

Noon, Melina’s Restaurant, 333 N 

Main St Richfield UT 84701   

Website: 

http://www.richfieldkiwanis.org/ 
 

K09027 Santa Clara  

President Karl Paulson 

Phone Number & E-mail Update 

W 435-817-8200 

E-mail karl@utahtitle.com 
  

FOUNDATION 
 

The U.S. Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 makes it easier for 

donors with an IRA to give to the causes they support. Donors may transfer up to 

US$100,000 to charitable organizations directly from their IRA without incurring 

tax. 
 

Here are a few important things to know about the IRA charitable rollover:  
 

•Donors age 70 ½ or older are eligible. 

 

•Tax-free IRA transfers may amount up to US$100,000 annually. 

 

•This opportunity only applies to IRAs. Other retirement plans are not eligible. 

 

•Donors may give to more than one charity through an IRA. 
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OUR KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
 

Each Kiwanis club has a voice at the organization’s international level: the Kiwanis 

International Board of Trustees. Kiwanis International officers and trustees are 

elected by clubs at the annual international convention. Among the board’s 

responsibilities: 
 

• Establish and implement long-range plans for the organization. 

• Direct the development of Kiwanis programs, from membership growth to 

service initiatives. 

• Counsel Kiwanis districts, Key Club International and Circle K International 

boards. 
 

The Kiwanis International president presides at the Kiwanis International 

convention and over all meetings of the Kiwanis International board, executive 

committee and international council. As Kiwanis International’s primary 

ambassador, the Kiwanis International president visits districts and regions 

worldwide. 

  
 
 

President 
Jane Erickson 

Bellevue, Nebraska  

Bellevue-Offut club 
 

  
 

President-elect 
James M. "Jim" Rochford 

Peoria, Illinois 

Peoria club 
 

 
 

Immediate 
Past President 

Susan A. Petrisin 

East Lansing, Michigan 

East Lansing club 
 

 
Vice President 

Florencio C. Lat 

Pasay City, Metro Manila, 

Philippines 

Inter-City Homes, 

Muntinlupa, Metro 

Manilia clubs 
 

  
 

Executive 
Director 

Stan Soderstrom 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Pike Township club 
 

 

 

Trustees 
Kenneth A. Alovera 

Roxas City, the 

Philippines 

Roxas City club 

Chian Chu-Ching 

Taichung City, Taiwan 

Hsi Tun club 

  John DeVilbiss 

West Alexandria, Ohio 

West Alexandria club 

 

M.A. Dietze 

Hudson, WI, USA 

Greater Hudson Club 

Lance M. Incitti 

Denville, NJ, USA 

Denville club 

Koshiro Kitazato 

Tokyo, Japan 

Tokyo club 
 

Gary Levine 

Owen Sound, Ontario, 

CAN 

Owen Sound Club 

Peter J. Mancusso 

North Bellmore, NY, 

USA 

East Meadow Club 

Paul Inge Paulsen 

Florvåg, Norway 

Askøy Club 

 

Arthur N. Riley 

Westminster, Maryland 

Westminster club 

Dewey Smith 

Albany, Georgia 

Albany club 

Barbara K. Thompson 

Saint Louis, MO, USA 

Florissant Valley club 
 

Daniel Vigneron 

Howald, Luxembourg 

Vielsalm club 

Bert West 

Divide, CO, USA 

UTE Pass/Woodland 

Park Club 

Terry White 

Newburgh, Indiana, USA 

Evansville Green River 

club 
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INTRODUCING THE UTAH – IDAHO 

DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP COORDINATOR 
 

Steven L. Westphal of the Twin Falls Kiwanis Club will help clubs throughout the Utah- Idaho District to access the 

benefits that come with being a part of the Kiwanis International family.  
 

Some of the benefits include free materials, discounted supplies for service projects, and direct access to outside 

organizations.  
 

Steven L. Westphal has been appointed by the district leadership to serve a three- year term as Partnership Coordinator-- a 

newly created position that will work closely with Kiwanis International staff and partners.  
 

Kiwanis International works to identify organizations around the globe, as well as provide opportunists to enhance the 

member experience through member benefits.  
 

The partnership Coordinator will work to make sure all clubs are receiving important information about those relationships.  

 

Steven L. Westphal  

208-420-6085 

westinc@magiclink.com  

 

Thank You! 

 

Steve Westphal 
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LET'S RENDEZVOUS. SEE YOU IN THE CITY OF LIGHT! 
2017 Kiwanis International Convention 

Paris, France 

July 13–16, 2017 

 

Two conventions in one 
 

In 2017, Paris will host not only the Kiwanis International convention, but also the Kiwanis 

International European Federation convention. 
 

In 2017, Paris will host not only the Kiwanis International convention, but also the Kiwanis 

International European Federation convention (http://www.kiwanis.eu/convention-2017/). 
 

Want to learn more about the federation? Check out the website (http://www.kiwanis.eu/).  
 

The Kiwanis International European Federation will host a gala event on July 14. 

Get ready to meet Kiwanians from all corners of Europe! 
 

THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO 
 

Many countries, one currency The euro is the currency in France and in most 

European countries. That helps simplify currency exchange. Different countries have different designs, so collect them all—

they circulate throughout the European Union. 
 

10 hours each way It’s a 10-hour drive from the northernmost part of France to the southernmost, and from the westernmost 

part of France to the easternmost. 

 

 
 

Quick tip: Don’t tip at French restaurants, service is included in the price of your 

meal. If you’re particularly pleased with service, leave a few coins on the table. The same goes for taxis. 
 

Hi, neighbor! Plan a trip to the beautiful countries and principalities that border 

metropolitan France: Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, 

Andorra and Spain. 
 

Deliciously diverse cuisine Each French region boasts a distinctive cuisine. 

Wine sauces and snails in Burgundy. Buckwheat crêpes and seafood in Brittany. 

Sauerkraut dishes in Alsace. Cheese fondue in the Alps. Tomato and garlic-based 

dishes in Provence. And that’s just to name a few! 
 

Day trips Within a short drive or train ride from Paris, you can experience many 

different regions of France, such as Normandy, Alsace, and Burgundy. Each has distinct architecture, landscapes, cuisines and 

traditions. 
 

A few useful French terms 

Bonjour (pronounced boh-zhoor) = Hello (during the day) 

Merci (pronounced mayr-see) = Thank you 

Au revoir (pronounced oh-reh-vwahr) = Goodbye 

Où sont les toilettes? (pronounced ooh-soh-lay-twa-let) = Where is the restroom? 
 

The Iron Lady sparkles The Eiffel Tower is the most-visited paid monument in 

the world. Its 20,000 lights flash during the first five minutes of each hour after nightfall until 2 a.m. in the summer and 1 a.m. 

in the winter. 
 

Do you know you know French? About 40% of English words come from the 

French language. Most were introduced after the Battle of Hastings in 1066. The Duke of Normandy (“William The 

Conqueror”) ruled England for the next 21 years and introduced new vocabulary along the way.  
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THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO (Continued) 
 

Get there fast The TGV, or Train à Grande Vitesse (High Speed Train), is the fastest way to travel to more than 1,400 

destinations in Europe, with record-breaking speeds of up to 320 km/h. 
 

Hang up and slow down Planning to drive in France? Radar speed detectors are 

everywhere, so drive exactly the speed limit. And don’t use your cell phone while driving that will cost you a lot of euros too. 

The good news: These measures have resulted in a steady drop in car accidents. 
 

Power conversion France uses 220V. You’ll need a voltage converter and a plug 

adapter if your country doesn’t use 220V—or if it has different plug and socket types. 
 

Number one France is the world’s top tourist destination, with 83 million foreign 

tourists annually. 
 

One language French is the official language of France, but regional languages 

are also spoken, such as Germanic dialects (Alsatian), Celtic languages (Breton), and other Gallo-Roman languages (Langues 

d’Oïl, Occitan). 
 

July 14 Bastille Day, called 14 juillet in French, commemorates the storming of the 

Bastille—a significant event leading to the French Revolution. In Paris, watch a military parade on the Champs-Élysées, enjoy 

fireworks set off from the Eiffel Tower and dance through the night. 
 

Phone bill awareness If you’re using a phone with a plan from a country other than 

France, ask your service provider about costs for using your phone abroad. Some providers offer international packages. 

Skype may be used on some phones if Wifi is available. 

 

 

 

 

Official website of 

the Convention and Visitors Bureau 

 

http://en.parisinfo.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Register for the convention 
 

Attend the 102nd Annual Kiwanis International Convention in Paris, France. The convention will take place July 13–16, 2017 

and includes exhibits, education and general sessions at the Paris convention center, located at 2 Place de la Porte Maillot, 

75017 Paris, France.  
 

Registration will open in a while, watch for updates! 

 

 

Book your hotel 
 

One of the benefits of being a Kiwanian: You can book 

your hotel at preferred rates.  The official convention 

hotels are: 
 

Hyatt Regency Paris Etoile, which is attached to the 

convention center. Rate is EUR 190 for a single. Breakfast 

and tax included. EUR 20 for an extra person. 
 

Le Méridien Etoile, located across the street from the 

convention center and fully renovated in 2016. Rate is 

EUR 199 for a single. Breakfast and tax included. EUR 20 

for an extra person. 
 

Booking will start in early 2017.  

 

Note: There will be no shuttles, as the hotels are so close 

to the convention center. 
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KIWANIS BONNEVILLE OF SALT LAKE CITY 

 SUPPORTS ASSISTANCE LEAGUE’S 

OPERATION SCHOOL BELL PROGRAM 
 

OPERATION SCHOOL BELL® 
(http://www.alslc.org/operation-school-bell) 

 

Imagine a child who has to attend school not wearing underwear or socks, a child 

who owns only one pair of pants, who goes to school without a jacket or only has 

flip flops to wear in the middle of winter. This is the daily reality for thousands of 

children in our Salt Lake community. Operation School Bell has outfitted almost 

100,000 of these children since its initiation in 1976. 
 

Each year over 5,000 pre-school, elementary and junior high children in Salt Lake, 

Granite, Murray, Jordan and Salt Lake City school districts return to the classroom 

with new parkas, jeans, sweatshirts, shirts, underwear, socks and shoes thanks to 

Operation School Bell. Schools identify and refer children that are in need of this 

service. Delivery is yearlong with a major thrust in September, October and 

November. Community volunteers are important and critically needed to 

accomplish the distribution before cold weather sets in. 
 

There is a clear and growing need in our community for these services. School 

psychologists and social workers have observed that children who come to school 

inadequately dressed are at a disadvantage. Appropriate school clothing improves 

school attendance, classroom performance, conduct, self-esteem and health. 
 

Operation School Bell is made possible thanks to our donors, members, community 

volunteers and the cooperation of compassionate school personnel. 
 

"Operation School Bell is critical for our kids. It's easy and allows teachers and 

counselors to perform higher leverage interventions for the child and family." 

Susan Tensing, Elementary School Social Worker, Salt Lake District 
 

On October 25, 2016, members and some family members of the Kiwanis 

Bonneville of Salt Lake Club participated in their annual evening of helping the 

Assistance League Salt Lake City with their Operations School Bell Program by 

putting together customized packages of clothes, a toothbrush and toothpaste for 

children in the Salt Lake City area.   
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OPERATION SCHOOL BELL PROGRAM (Continued) 
 

  

  

  
 

 
 

Dear Kiwanis friend, 
 

An exciting change is underway for all Kiwanians: The Kiwanis International 

Foundation is changing its name to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund. 

 

Our new name better conveys the purpose of our organization: We serve children.  

 

And it describes how: We raise funds to support Kiwanis initiatives. 

 

Kiwanians around the world shaped this change—from their work as volunteer 

leaders to their participation in surveys and interviews. We hope you and your club 

will choose to contribute to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund, with an enhanced 

understanding of our purpose and a stronger identification of our connection with  

Kiwanis’ mission. 

 

Kids need Kiwanis. And your gift will continue to extend your Kiwanis impact, 

whether you make it to The Eliminate Project or through the annual club and 

individual gift programs. However you give, a fundamental truth remains: Your gift 

to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund will change children’s lives. 

 

In Kiwanis service, 

Stan Soderstrom 

Executive Director 

Kiwanis International and Kiwanis Children's Fund 
 

Charity sees the need not the cause. 

German Proverb 
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MEET THE KIWANIS CHILDREN'S FUND BOARD 
President 

Chia Sing Hwang 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Kiwanis Club of Kuala 

Lumpur 

President-elect 

John E. Mayfield 
Ashland City, Tennessee, 

USA 

Kiwanis Club of Cheatham 
County, Tennessee  

Immediate Past 
President 

Mark B. Rabaut 
Woodland Park, Colorado, 

USA 
Kiwanis Club of UTE Pass-

Woodland Park, Colorado 

Treasurer 
George Cadman, Q.C. 

Vancouver, British 
Columbia 

Kiwanis Club 
of Vancouver, B.C. 

TRUSTEES 
Dr. Karl Heinz Berger, 

LL.M 
Ried im Innkreis, Austria 
Kiwanis Club of Ried im 

Innkreis, Austria  

Albert James Dooley 
Metamora, Illinois, USA 
Kiwanis Club of Peoria   

Robert M. Garretson 
Fort Collins, CO, USA 

Kiwanis Club of Fort 
Collins-Eyeopeners  

Angus Slater Lamond, Jr. 
North Chesterfield, 

Virginia, USA 
Kiwanis Club of Chester, 

Virginia   

Florencio C. Lat 

Pasay City, Metro 
Manila,  Philippines 

Kiwanis Club of Inter-City 

Homes, Kiwanis Club 
of Muntinlupa, Kiwanis 
Club of Metro Manilia 

Susan A. Petrisin 

Lansing, Michigan, USA 
Kiwanis Club of East 

Lansing  
 

 

Yu-Mei Shih 
Changhua County, Taiwan 

Kiwanis Club of Hwa Hsin, 
Yuan Lin Town  

Ronald E. Smith 
Fountain Hills, Arizona, 

USA 
Kiwanis Club of Fountain 

Hills, Arizona   

Patrick E. Tritt 

Athens, Georgia, USA 
Kiwanis Club of Classic 
City (Athens), Georgia   

Norman A. Velnes 

Winnipeg, MB, Canada 
Kiwanis Club of Winnipeg 

Inc., MB, Canada   

Ann Wilkins 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, 

USA 
Kiwanis Club 
of Tahlequah  

 

Chief Operating Officer 
Ann Updegraff Spleth 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
Kiwanis Club 

of Indianapolis   

Executive Director  

Stan Soderstrom 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Kiwanis Club of Pike 

Township  

 

  

CHANGES TO THE CONNELLY MEDAL OF HONOR 
 

The Public Relations, Image and Marketing Committee of the Kiwanis 

International Board of Trustees will now administer the Michael Connelly Medal of 

Honor. 

Previously given by the Kiwanis Children's Fund, the program has transferred to 

the Communications Department in Kiwanis International. The medal is given to 

an individual who performs a heroic act.  
 

I've come to believe that each of us has a personal calling that's as unique as a 

fingerprint - and that the best way to succeed is to discover what you love and then 

find a way to offer it to others in the form of service, working hard, and also 

allowing the energy of the universe to lead you. 

Oprah Winfrey (1954 - ), O Magazine, September 2002 
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NEBRASKA WOMAN BECOMES 

PRESIDENT OF KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 
 

          BELLEVUE, NE  – Oct. 1, 

2016 – Jane M. Erickson begins 

her term as president of Kiwanis 

International, a global volunteer 

service organization dedicated to 

serving the children of the world.   

          Erickson, of Bellevue, was 

selected vice president of Kiwanis 

International in July 2014 at the 

99th Annual Kiwanis International 

Convention in Chiba, Japan. She 

was formally elected president at 

the organization’s 2016 convention in Toronto, Canada. Her one-year term spans 

2016–2017. 

          “Kids need Kiwanis, in my community and in communities around the 

world,” Erickson said. “It’s important for me to share my vision that all children are 

happy, healthy, safe and loved, and that Kiwanis club members can play a 

significant role in making that happen.” 

          Erickson will lead 48 districts of Kiwanis, from the Americas to Europe to 

Asia, during her year as president. Kiwanis boasts nearly 670,000 members of all 

ages and abilities in 83 nations and geographic areas around the world.  

          A 25-year Kiwanian, Jane has been a member of the Bellevue-Offutt club for 

19 years. She also has been a member of the Fort Dodge, Iowa club, where she was 

club president in 1994–95. Erickson continues to be an advisor for Kiwanis K-Kids 

in Bellevue.  

          Erickson was president of the Kiwanis International Foundation in 2007–08 

and was a foundation trustee from 2002–05. She has chaired or been a member of 

several Kiwanis International Foundation and Kiwanis International committees, 

including chair of the Women's 25th Anniversary Committee. She is a facilitator for 

Key Leader, a workshop for high school youth, and holds many honors within the 

Kiwanis organization. She was selected Kiwanian of the Year in 2007-08. 

          In Bellevue, Erickson owns The Wellness & Training Works, where she helps 

organizations improve through bold decisions regarding their people, process and 

products. She is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic parish. 

          Erickson and her husband, Gus, a past Kiwanis district governor, have five 

children and seven grandchildren. 
 

MEET KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT  

JANE M. ERICKSON 
 

          “Nearly 26 years ago, I was blessed to be invited into a new legacy of service: 

the Kiwanis family of service,” she says, noting that her father is a longtime Storm 

Lake Kiwanis Club member. “I found a global family who wish to improve the 

world one child and one community at a time." 

          Delegates formally elected Erickson president of Kiwanis International at the 

101st Annual Kiwanis International Convention in Toronto, Canada. She began 

preparing for the role in 2014 when she was elected Kiwanis International vice 

president. 

          “Ever since I was a little girl, growing up in Storm Lake, Iowa,” she says, 

“I’ve dreamed of a world where every child was happy, healthy, safe and loved. I 

believe Kiwanis club members can play a significant role in making that happen. 

          Erickson has been a member of the Bellevue-Offutt Kiwanis Club for 19 

years. Before that, she was a member of the Fort Dodge (Iowa) Noon Club, where 

she served as distinguished club president in 1994-95. She’s been a K-Kids advisor 

for 18 years and was a Kiwanian of the Year in 2007-08. 

          Erickson served on the Kiwanis International Foundation Board of Trustees 

from 2002-05, and was its 2007-08 president. She continues to be a facilitator for 

Kiwanis Key Leader, a leadership development program for students. She is a 

recipient of Circle K International’s McKitrick award, a Diamond-level George F. 

Hixson Fellow, Tablet of Honor recipient, Founders Circle, Kiwanis International 

Foundation's Heritage Society member, Walter Zeller Fellow and Mother’s Day 

Fellow. 

          Outside of Kiwanis, Erickson is owner of The Wellness & Training Works in 

Bellevue. She is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic parish, the Bellevue Drug and 

Alcohol Prevention and Education Commission and a mentor with Teammates, a 

school mentoring program. 

          Erickson and her husband, Gus, a past Kiwanis International district governor, 

have five children and seven grandchildren. 



PAGE 19 

NEW IRS REQUIREMENT 

COULD AFFECT US KIWANIS CLUBS 
 

The IRS has recently passed a new regulation requiring all newly-formed 501(c)(4) 

organizations to notify the IRS of their intention to operate as a 501(c)(4) by filing 

Form 8976, as stated in Internal Revenue Code 26 CFR 1.506.  
 

Currently, almost all Kiwanis clubs in the United States operate as 501(c)(4) 

organizations under the Internal Revenue Code. To be considered a 501(c)(4) 

organization, the club must report its EIN to Kiwanis International who then reports 

it to the IRS as part of its annual Group Exemption Number filing (GEN 0026).  
 

Because of this current practice, Kiwanis International asked for clarification from 

the IRS as to whether new Kiwanis clubs are required to file Form 8976. On 

September 29, 2016, Kiwanis International was notified by the IRS through our tax 

advisor (BKD LLP) that all new Kiwanis clubs need to file Form 8976 and that it 

does not matter that the club is part of a group exemption. 
 

Do I need to file Form 8976?  
 

Did your club file tax documents (such as Form 990-N, Form 990-EZ or Form 990 

or Form 1024) with the IRS prior to July 8, 2016? 
 

Yes—you do NOT need to file Form 8976.  

No—YOU NEED TO FILE Form 8976. This form is an electronic form. 
 

KEY POSITIONS 
 

The district standing committees required by Kiwanis International have changed, 

with three former committees being eliminated: children and youth services; 

fundraising; and public relations. Some of those efforts will now be headed by a 

new category of appointments called “key positions”:  risk manager, youth 

protection manager, The Formula (membership/club opening) coordinator, 

leadership development coordinator, partnership coordinator, public relations 

coordinator. 
 

HOW AND WHEN TO USE THE AFFIRMATION 

AND LIABILITY RELEASE FORM 
 

Since 1972, Kiwanis International has provided a program of general liability 

insurance for its local clubs and their members. The purpose of this insurance is to 

protect Kiwanis clubs against claims for bodily injury or property damage caused by 

the negligence or the wrongful actions of a club member during a Kiwanis activity 

or event. However, because of the highly litigious nature of our society, claims have 

been filed, in the past, against Kiwanis clubs for simple accidents that occur during 

an event even though the accident was not in any way caused by Kiwanis. Certainly, 

if someone is injured due to the negligence of a Kiwanian, Kiwanis should be held 

accountable, but frivolous claims have been filed under this insurance for accidents 

incurred accidentally for which no one is to blame. After many years of study and 

working with the insurance company to resolve this problem, the Kiwanis Board of 

Trustees, together with the Kiwanis insurance advisor and legal counsel, is 

recommending to all local clubs the use of a Waiver of Liability form. 
 

The purpose of this form is to require people to take responsibility for their own 

actions and to assume the risk of foreseeable injuries when they voluntarily choose 

to participate in a Kiwanis event. We are requesting that every local club ask each 

participant in an athletic event to sign a Waiver of Liability. The forms should be 

retained, on file, by your club for a period of two years following the event. This 

form is designed to cover participatory events such as: 1. Marathon or 10K races 2. 

Basketball, football, and various leagues and tournaments 3. Bike-A-Thon and 

Walk-A-Thon events 4. Tennis and golf tournaments 5. Baseball leagues and 

tournaments Kiwanis feels that there is a foreseeable risk of injury as a participant 

(not a spectator) in these types of athletic events and that this risk should not be 

borne by Kiwanis as sponsor, but by the participant. 
 

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE 
 

 This sample liability release is intended to serve only as an example to assist 

your attorney in drafting one appropriate for your event. It may need to be 

modified to meet the specific needs of your event or your local laws. Neither 

Kiwanis International nor Hylant accepts any responsibility for your failure to 

seek competent legal advice prior to using this document.  
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 HOW AND WHEN (CONTINUED) 
 

 A release of liability is only valid when it is an informed release. Therefore, 

you should supply written information to each participant concerning the 

hazards and risks inherent in your event. They should acknowledge 

receiving, reading and understanding it in writing, and this acknowledgment 

should be kept on file with the affirmation and liability release. 
 

 It is critical that all individuals signing the release be of legal age in your 

jurisdiction or have the co-signature of parents or guardians. Whenever in 

doubt about the age of an individual, ask for proper proof of age. A release 

improperly signed by a minor is worthless.  
 

 Please refer any questions to your attorney. Since local laws vary, neither 

Kiwanis International nor its insurers can give you specific advice about how 

to proceed. 
 

SAMPLE: AFFIRMATION AND LIABILITY RELEASE FORM 

SAMPLE: HOLD-HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

 

  

Blank copies of all forms are available for download at 

www.KiwanisOne.org/liability 
 

Be great in act, as you have been in thought. 

William Shakespeare 
 

Honest disagreement is often a good sign of progress. 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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FUNDRAISING 
(KiwanisOne > Serve > Fundraising) 

 

How many ways can one person be asked to support a cause? E-mail, IM, widget, 

Twitter, event, colleague, direct mail, donation box … Though it may seem easier 

to rely on tried-and-true members, the most successful clubs are looking outside 

their ranks for financial support and holding fundraisers designed to attract not only 

dollars, but media awareness, too. 
 

This approach helps raise the funds you need to conduct life-changing service 

projects and is one of the most effective ways to interest others in your club. 

Get fresh ideas on fundraising from Kiwanis Magazine 

(http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanisone/kiwanis-magazine) and the Kiwanis.org blog 

(http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis/stories/headlines), including: 

 

• 12 creative fundraising ideas 

• Net Gain$ 

• Put some muscle in your fundraising 
 

THE ORIGINAL TWENTY-NINE DISTRICTS OF 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 

 
ALABAMA 

The District of Alabama-Florida was organized informally in the fall of 1918. 

Birmingham, Alabama, was the only club, having organized February 28, 1917. J. 

Mercer Barnett was the first governor and served until June 1919. Andrew J. Arrant 

was elected at the Mobile convention in 1919, and served as governor until April 

11, 1921. The Alabama-Florida District continued under that name until the 

Kiwanis International Board met in July of 1924. At that meeting, the Board 

designated the two states independent districts. The second club in the district 

was Mobile. Gadsden and Huntsville tied for third place. 
 

CALIFORNIA-NEVADA 

The California-Nevada District was organized in the fall of 1918 as the California 

District. The first club was Los Angeles, completed August 24, 1917. W. W. 

Widenham of Los Angeles was the first governor. He was reappointed at a district 

meeting in Los Angeles in 1919 and served until June 25, 1920. Leslie B. Henry 

then served until November 4, 1922. On March 24, 1923, Nevada became affiliated 

with the district, and the International Board approved the name of California-

Nevada District at a meeting in December 1924. Long Beach was the second club 

in the district, with Pasadena third and Oakland fourth. With the formation in 1947 

of the clubs in Hawaii into a division, the feasibility of adding this division to the 

California-Nevada District was discussed. In 1950, the district forwarded a 

resolution to the International Board spelling out the arrangements suggested to 

make the California-Nevada-Hawaii District operative as of January 1, 1951. This 

request was approved by the Board. 
 

CAROLINAS 

Originally, the first clubs in the Carolinas were added to the Tennessee District, 

which had been formed with three clubs in the fall of 1918. On October 25, 1919, 

the Tennessee-Carolinas District was created by action of the International Board. 

The man chosen to be governor never served, however, and the district never did 

function in that combined form. Finally, at a meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 

on January 12, 1920, it was deemed advisable to separate the Carolinas and 

the Tennessee clubs and form a new district to be known as the Carolinas. Paul 

F. Haddock of Charlotte was elected governor. He was followed by J. Thomas 

Arnold of Spartansburg, chosen in November of that year at a meeting in 

Charlotte. He served until October 21, 1921, when W.B. Marrimon of Greensboro 

was chosen.  
 

The first club in the district was Asheville, completed August 11, 1919. The second 

Charlotte was completed, August 27, 1919; the third, Greenville, South Carolina 

September 20, 1919. When the district was officially operational, there were 

seven clubs. 

 

 

Be alert to give service. What counts a great deal in life is what we do for others. 

Anonymous 
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THE ORIGINAL TWENTY-NINE DISTRICTS OF 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL (Continued) 
 

CAPITAL 
The Capital District, comprising Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, and the District of 

Columbia, was organized on August 29, 1918, in Baltimore, Maryland. Alfred G. 

Goodrich was elected the first governor. He was re-elected at the October 4, 1919 

Convention and served until October 9, 

1920. At the 1920 Convention in Washington, DC, J.D. Hank Jr. of 

Richmond, Virginia, was elected and served until December 31, 1921. The first club 

in the district was Washington. It was completed August 11, 1917. Roe Fulkerson, 

always remembered for his many contributions to the International organization and 

The Kiwanis Magazine, was the first president. Baltimore was the second club 

(March 5, 1918) with Wilmington, Delaware, third. Wilmington was followed by 

five clubs in Virginia: 

Richmond, Norfolk, Roanoke, Portsmouth, and Lynchburg. 
 

FLORIDA 

In July of 1924, the International Board separated the Alabama-Florida District into 

two units. The new Florida District was officially created at a meeting in Orlando on 

November 6 and 7 of that same year. Scott M. Loftin of Jacksonville was elected 

governor; he was to serve until December 31, 1925. He was followed by Walter R. 

Weiser, chosen at Daytona Beach. Weiser was succeeded by Fabian A. Bollinger of 

West Palm Beach. 
 

The first club in Florida was Tampa, the third club formed in the old Alabama-

Florida District. It was completed June 18, 1919. Pensacola was completed July 10, 

1919; Jacksonville, was October 23, 1919. 
 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta was the first club in Georgia, and with that one club as a base, the district 

was established in the fall of 1918. R.S. Wessels was appointed governor, and he 

was re-appointed in 1920 at a convention in Atlanta. He served until October 6, 

1921, when General Walter A. Harris was elected. The Atlanta club was completed 

May 27, 1918. Rome, the second club completed, was followed by Augusta, 

Savannah, Athens, Macon, Americus, Albany Eastman, Milledgeville, Washington, 

Cedartown, Waycross, and Dawson, all formed in 1920. 
 

ILLINOIS-EASTERN IOWA 

The Illinois-Eastern Iowa District was first organized as the Illinois District on 

September 27, 1918, at a meeting in Rockford. At that time, four clubs had been 

formed: Aurora, Peoria, Chicago, and Rockford. Victor M. Johnson, later to become 

President of Kiwanis International, was the first governor. A section of Eastern Iowa 

was added to the district by the Executive Committee of the International Board on 

October 25, 1919, thus forming the Illinois-Eastern Iowa District. At a second 

meeting of district leaders in Chicago on April 5, 1919, Victor Johnson was re-

elected governor. At the 1920 district convention in Peoria, he again was elected and 

served until November 4 of the following year when George A. Shurtleff of Peoria 

was appointed. He was followed by Daniel S. Wentworth, Chicago, another 

name long to be remembered for his personal impact on the early days. The first 

club completed in the district was Aurora formed September 20, 1916. The second 

club was Peoria, November 6, 1916; with Chicago the third, January 6, 1917. 
 

INDIANA 

The Indiana District was organized December 27, 1918, at South Bend, with seven 

clubs in the state. J.L. McCulloch was the first governor. On October 23, 1919, at 

the next convention in Lafayette, he was re-elected and the same thing happened at 

the Indianapolis meeting on September 30, 1920. John N. Bromert of Indianapolis 

was the second governor, being elected at Kokomo on September 30, 1921. The first 

club was Indianapolis, completed August 17, 1916. Lafayette followed on 

September 8, 1916, and the third club was South Bend, which was completed 

October 28, 1916. 
 

KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 

The Kentucky-Tennessee District was organized at Nashville, Tennessee in the fall 

of 1918 as the Tennessee District. At that time, there were three clubs in Tennessee: 

Nashville, Chattanooga, and Memphis. Esmond Ewing was appointed governor, but 

he resigned. The Carolinas clubs were added to the Tennessee District, but because 

no governor was appointed to succeed Ewing, the so-called Tennessee-Carolinas 

District never functioned. When a decision was made to establish a separate 

Carolinas District on January 12, 1920, Dr. O.P. Darwin was selected as governor of 

the Tennessee District. During the interim period, the Tennessee District had no 

active leadership. 
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THE ORIGINAL TWENTY-NINE DISTRICTS OF 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL (Continued) 
 

W.H. Lambert had been chosen at a Knoxville meeting on October 18, 1919, but he 

chose not to serve, as did Judge Will D. Wright. At the same time the Carolinas 

clubs set up their own district, Kentucky was asked to join the Tennessee clubs. 

Dr. O.P. Darwin became the first governor of the new Kentucky-Tennessee District. 

He served until September 8, 1920, when Charles R. Roberts was elected governor 

in Louisville, Kentucky. The first club in the district as it finally came to be  

established as a functioning unit was the Louisville, Kentucky club, which was 

completed November 1, 1916. The second was Nashville, formed February 28, 

1917; the third was Chattanooga, March 9, 1918. Memphis had been completed 

June 20, 1918, but this club was among those in Tennessee that became a part of the 

Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee District. 
 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE 

The Louisiana-Mississippi District was organized on January 9, 1920, in New 

Orleans. There were five clubs in the two states: New Orleans, Baton Rouge, 

Alexandria, and Lake Charles, Louisiana; and Jackson, Mississippi. Major T.J. 

Bartlett was chosen governor, and he continued in office until October 20, 1920, 

when W.H. Frazer of Jackson, Mississippi, was elected. Unfortunately, Frazer 

was unable to complete his term, and the Rev. Charles W. Crisler of Brookhaven, 

Mississippi, was elected to succeed. He served until November 2, 1921, when A.T. 

Prescott was elected. The first club was New Orleans (March 29, 1919); the 

second, Jackson (April 21, 1919). The third was Baton Rouge (April 24, 1919). It 

was not until November 4, 1938, that the West Tennessee territory was added and 

the name of the district was changed to Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee. 
 

MICHIGAN 

The Michigan District started out as the Michigan Federation of Kiwanis Clubs, 

which was formed in Lansing on April 25, 1918. Russell Ward of Jackson was the 

first president of the federation. In June, the idea of a district plan for the whole 

organization was presented at the International convention in Providence, Rhode 

Island. Russell Ward explained to the delegates the plan of the Michigan 

Federation. Only a few weeks after the Providence meeting, Ward was appointed by 

the International President as a temporary chairman of a conference to be conducted 

September 24, 1918, to elect a governor for the district of Michigan. At that meeting 

in Jackson, Russell Ward was elected at what may well be called the first 

convention of the Michigan District as both president of the federation and 

governor. 
 

War pressure became so great that Ward resigned his office on April 19, 1919. 

Because the first vice-president of the federation was in France, Alva Cummins 

became governor for the balance of the term. He had been second vice-president of 

the federation. The Rev. J.B. Pengally of Flint and Michael A. Gorman of Saginaw 

were other governors in the early years. The first club in the district was the first 

club in all of Kiwanis, Detroit Number One. It was completed on January 21, 1915. 

The second was Grand Rapids (November 3, 1916); the third was Muskegon 

(December 13, 1916). 
 

MINNESOTA-DAKOTAS 

The Minnesota-Dakotas District originally was formed as the Minnesota District in 

the fall of 1918 in Minneapolis. There were three clubs; Minneapolis, St. Paul, and 

Duluth. North and South Dakota were combined with Minnesota to form the 

Minnesota-Dakotas District by the International Board on November 27, 1920. At 

that first meeting in Minneapolis, Albert P. Kimm of that city was selected as 

governor. He served until October 22, 1919. Louis A. Muessel of St. Paul was 

selected as his successor at a convention in Duluth on October 22, 1919. He served 

until August 20, 1921, when John C. Pollock of Fargo, North Dakota, was chosen. 

The first club in the district was Duluth completed January 30, 1917. The second 

was Minneapolis, April 18, 1917; and the the third was St. Paul November 15, 

1917. 
 

MISSOURI-ARKANSAS 

The Missouri District was established in the fall of 1918 in St. Louis. At that time, 

there were only two clubs: St. Louis and Kansas City. Lee W. Grant was appointed 

governor and, through reappointment, served until November 22, 1920. At another 

meeting in St. Louis, A.C. Maher of Joplin was elected governor, serving until 

January 1, 1922. On November 27, 1920, the Executive Committee of the 

International Board combined Kansas with Missouri to form the Missouri-Kansas 

District. On June 30, 1923, Arkansas was affiliated with the district to form the 

Missouri-Kansas-Arkansas District, which was to continue until Kansas became a 

separate district in the early 1950s. The first club in the district was St. Louis, which  
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THE ORIGINAL TWENTY-NINE DISTRICTS OF 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL (Continued) 
 

was completed April 16, 1918. The second was Kansas City (October 12, 1918); 

third was Lawrence, Kansas (November 28, 1919). 
 

MONTANA 

The Montana District was created by the International Board of Trustees on June 24, 

1921. On August 29, a meeting of the four clubs then organized at Billings elected 

George E. Snell governor. He was re-elected at Great Falls the next year, and served 

until the end of 1923. The next district convention, at Lewistown on August 

13 and 14, elected Harold W. Hoover of Great Falls governor. The first club in the 

district was Great Falls, completed September 1, 1920. The second was Billings, 

completed October 18, 1920. 
 

NEBRASKA-IOWA 

The Nebraska-Iowa District originally was organized as the Nebraska-Western Iowa 

District on January 6, 1920, in Des Moines. The original plan had been approved by 

the Executive Committee of the International Board on October 25, 1919. A.R. 

Admiston of Lincoln, Nebraska, was elected the first governor. At that time the 

district had but three clubs - Omaha and Lincoln, Nebraska, and Des Moines, Iowa. 

A.R. Admiston was re-elected at the next convention in Des Moines, and he served 

as governor until September 16, 1921. He was succeeded at the Omaha convention 

by Joseph L. Long of Des Moines, who served until September 8, 1922. On May 29, 

1922, the name of the district was changed to Nebraska-Iowa. The first club was 

Omaha, completed February 13, 1919. The second was Lincoln on March 21, 1919, 

and the third was Des Moines on June 30, 1919. 
 

NEW ENGLAND 

The organization of the New England District occurred on November 15, 1918, in 

Worcester, Massachusetts. There were thirteen clubs in the district at that time. 

Charles S. Webster of Portland, Maine, was the first governor. He was re-elected the 

next year at a Springfield meeting, and he served until October 8, 1920. At the 1920 

convention, in Holyoke, Massachusetts, Thomas E. Babb, Jr. was elected and he, 

too, was reelected and served until the end of 1922. The first club in the district was 

Hartford, Connecticut, which was completed July 15, 1916. The second club was 

Worcester on November 11, 1916, and the third was Springfield, Massachusetts, on 

January 10, 1917. 
 

NEW JERSEY 

The New Jersey District was organized in September 1918 in Newark. Newark, 

Paterson, and Trenton were the three clubs already organized. Weston E. Good was 

elected governor. On October 1, 1919, William E. Duffy was elected governor in 

Paterson, and he served until September 22, 1920. The next convention was in 

Trenton on that date, and Joseph B. Hottel was chosen to lead the district. He was 

re-elected at Atlantic City the next year. The first club in the district was Newark, 

completed January 10, 1918. The second club was Paterson on February 15, 1918, 

and the third club was Trenton on May 15, 1918. 
 

NEW YORK 

The New York District was organized September 27, 1918, in Syracuse. Clarence 

A. Nelson of Utica was elected governor to serve until September 25, 1919, when 

the next district meeting conducted at Elmira, selected Albert Dodge of Hamburg. 

R.A. Mansfield was selected next to lead the district at the Utica convention on 

September 22, 1920. He served until October 7, 1921. The first club in the district 

was Rochester, completed May 1, 1916. Its president was George F. Hixson, the 

first president of Kiwanis International. The second club was Lockport, completed 

on July 3, 1916, and the third was Buffalo on July 3, 1916. Albert Dodge was the 

first president of the Buffalo club and was elected as the first Secretary of Kiwanis 

International. 
 

OHIO 

The Ohio District came into being on September 26, 1918, in Cleveland. There were 

10 clubs in the district. Richard J. Birch was elected governor, and he served until 

October 15, 1919, when delegates at a convention in Columbus selected Edmund F. 

Arras as the next governor. On September 28, 1920, Albert H. Miller was elected 

to the district’s top post, and he served until September 28, 1921. Cleveland, the 

first club in the district, was the second club in all of Kiwanis and was completed on 

October 19, 1915. The second club in the district was Columbus, completed on May 

10, 1916. The third club was Dayton, completed on May 31, 1916. 
 

(History Concludes in the next Issue) 

 


